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The  Authors  Preface. 


THE  author  of  our  falvation  Chrift  Jefus , the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  defcending  from  the  bofom  of  his  Father  to  vi- 
fit  our  tottering  manfions  here  on^earth,  never  had  greater 
defires  than  to  teach  us  by  his  word  and  works  the  fecure  and  infal- 
lible way  to  heaven,  and  thereby  to  deliver  us  from  the  horrid  and 
deplorable  11a  very  defigned  us  by  the  devil  and  his  minifters ; and 
wherein  we  were  all  miferably  involved  by  the  fin  of  our  firft  parents. 
Hence  it  is,  that  after  his  moft  glorious  afcenfion  he  commanded  his 
difciples  to  go  preaching  his  moft  holy  word  thro’  all  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  earth ; and  that  in  defence  thereof,  if  neceffity  fo  re- 
quire, they  Ihould  be  ready  to  fned  their  deareft  blood,  which  all 
the  apoftles  and  martyrs  have  accordingly  done  in  obedience  to  his 
moft  holy  commands,  and  for  the  good  and  propagation  of  the  only 
true  catholick  church.  Now,  becaufe  the  preaching  of  this  word 
of  God  to  a people  that  were  wholly  ignorant  thereof  before,  was 
one  of  the  greateft  of  fpiritual  undertakings,  father  Francis  da  Mon - 
telione,  a Capuchin  frier  and  native  of  the  province  of  Sardinia , de- 
termined to  go  to  Congo , and  other  neighbouring  kingdoms,  to  ex- 
pofe  his  life  for  that  purpofe ; and  the  rather  by  realon  that  thofe 
people,  efpecially  the  Giaghi , were  fo  far  from  paying  any  adora- 
tion to  the  true  God,  that  they  lacrificed  directly  to  the  devil ; and 
what  is  yet  worfe,  their  oblations  were  not  Iheep  and  oxen,  but  men 
and  women.  Being  thus  carneftly  refolved,  this  frier , enframed 
folely  by  fervent  charity,  requefted  of  the  lacred  college  de  propa- 
ganda fde , permiflion  for  himfelf  and  his  companions  to  effed  what 
he  had  thus  propofed;  and  to  the  end  he  might  not  be  thought 
to  have  any  regard  to  felf-intereft,  he  profered  to  go  gratis , thereby 
depriving  himfelf  of  what  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  be  given 
by  that  college  to  mijfionersy  and  trailing  entirely  to  Divine  Provi- 
dence for  fupport.  Having  obtained  leave  for  himfelf,  he  further 
begged  of  the  faid  college  that  I might  go  as  his  companion,  which 
being  likewife  granted,  I accepted  the  honour  and  great  favour  done 
me,  tho’  I was  but  little  capable  of  fo  difficult  an  undertaking,  ei- 
ther in  refped  of  my  health  or  ability.  What  follows  is  the  produd 
of  fome  few  years  obfervations  in  thofe  parts,  which,  tho’  Ihort  and 
imperfed,  yet  I allure  my  readers  is  wholly  true,  and  that  efpecially 
which  I have  affirmed  myfelf  to  have  been  an  eye-witnefs  of 
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Authori  pro  Argumento  Operis. 

ftUIS^UIS  amat  Congi  fines peragrare  nigr antes , 

Africae  iEthiopum  cernere  regna , domus\ 

AEthram  flammantem , multiplex  clima  locorumy 
Diverfum  teg?nen  corporis , AgY&r ; 

^uadrupedum  variam  fobolem , variumque  ferarum 
Ortum , ferpentum  lethifierumque  genus ; 

Nubivagas  acium  turbas , volucrefque  loquaces , 

Flu  mini s-)  & ponti  fquamigerumque pecus  5 
Obliquos  amnes , jucundo  murmure  rivos 
Current es,  vaflos  cequoreofque  finus ; 

Arboreos  foetus , ridentes  gr amine  ripas , 

Plantarum  fylvas , fruSliferumqne  nemus ; 

Multiplices  fruSlus , epulas , efcafique , cibofquey 
£%uas  humus  Europae  funder  e nofir  a nequit  y 
AffeSlus , mores , naturasy  pr celia , ritus^ 

FaSla , gubernaculumy  jus  muliebre  fimul ; 

Eventus , cafus , prcefiantia  mira  fiuporemy 
Auribus  ac  mentis  luminibufque  fuis . 

Perlegat  hunc  librum , namque  videbit , 

U t propria  fpeFtans  luce  M E R O L L A refert. 

Fr.  Angelus  de  Neap.  Piccardus. 
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A Voyage  to  CONGO,  &c. 


PART.  I. 


q%e  au.  'HV  N the  fifth  of  May,  in  the  year 
thor  fets  I 1 of  our  Lord  1682.  and  under 

out , 1682.  / the  pontificat  of  his  holinefs  pope 

Innocent  XI.  we  fet  fail  from  Na- 
ples in  a felucca  for  Corfica  and  Sardinia , 
and  arrived  at  Baftia  the  capital  city  of  the 
former,  on  hVhitfunday,  where  meeting 
with  a Genoefe  fhip  ready  to  go  for  the  falt- 
pits,  the  wind  being  favourable,  we  im- 
mediately went  on  board  her,  and  foon 
came  up  with  a large  Genoefe  (loop  with 
only  three  men  on  board.  We  haled  her, 
and  begged  of  the  matter  to  tranfport  us 
miffioners  to  the  bay  of  Algheri  in  Sardinia , 
whither  we  were  bound  in  queft  of  fome  of 
our  companions.  Our  requeft  being  rea- 
dily granted,  we  exchanged  our  veffel, 
and  coafted  along  the  ifland,  often  endea- 
vouring to  enter  the  bay>  but  the  wind 
proving  contrary,  were  as  often  forced  back 
to  fea.  We  had  recourfe  to  our  prayers, 
becaufe  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions:  however  the  Divine  Providence, 
that  orders  all  things  for  the  beft,  faw  it 
not  convenient  that  we  Ihould  be  fo  heard 
as  to  land  where  we  defired  ; and  therefore 
inftead  of  fuffering  us  to  proceed  on  our 
voyage,  we  were  driven  back  to  a fmall 
A great  Port  near  the  point.  Here  my  companion 
Provi-  being  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
dmce.  would  needs  go  afhore  and  climb  a fmall 
mountain,  intending  to  beg  a lamb  for  cha- 
rity of  any  Ihepherd  he  could  meet:  as  foon 
as  he  had  reached  the  top,  he  began  to 
call  out  to  us  below  with  great  earneftnefs, 
requiring  us  fpeedily  to  come  up  to  him  ; 
where  when  we  came,  we  plainly  perceived 
that  had  we  turned  the  point,  we  had  in- 
fallibly fallen  into  the  clutches  of  a T urkijh 
corfair  that  lay  there  upon  the  catch.  To 
be  the  better  convinced  of  this,  we  took 
our  glaffes,  and  found  what  he  Ihewed  us 
to  be  real  befides  that,  fome  coral  barks 
he  had  chafed  allured  us  of  the  truth  of  it. 
Then  began  our  matter  to  lift  up  his  hands 
to  heaven,  and  to  offer  up  acknowledg- 
ments with  a flood  of  tears  to  St.  Francis 
for  having  delivered  both  him  and  his  com- 
panions from  fo  imminent  a danger  on  our 
account. 

Stay  at  The  night  following  the  pirate  being 
Corfica.  wholly  out  of  fight,  and  we  probably  out 


of  danger,  we  went  again  onboard  ourMEROLL* 
floop  to  profecute  our  interrupted  voyage. 

In  few  hours  after  arriving  at  Algheri , we 
faw  near  an  hundred  Genoefe  barks  fi  filing 
for  coral,  which  it  feems  greatly  abounds 
in  thofe  feas ; as  alfo  for  tunny-filh,  and 
feveral  other  forts,  whereof  thefe  is  great 
plenty.  At  our  landing  in  the  bay,  we 
immediately  difpatched  a meffenger  to  the 
father  guardian  of  our  monaftery,  to  ac- 
quaint him  that  we  were  come  afhore,  and 
to  defiref  of  him  to  fend  us  a horfe  to  carry 
our  baggage  to  the  convent.  Inttead  of  a 
horfe  he  fent  an  ox,  that  being  the  beaft  of 
burden  commonly  made  ufe  of  in  this  coun- 
try. This  feemed  very  ftfange  to  me, 
efpecially  when  I underftood  that  he  was 
likewife  a pad  upon  occafion,  and  all  this 
by  reafon  of  the  extreme  fmallnefs  of  their 
horfes.  Which  I was  the  more  eafily  in- 
duced to  believe,  when  fome  Portuguefe 
gentlemen  told  me,  that  the  fame  was  done 
in  the  ifland  of  Cabo  Verde,  fubje&tothem, 
where  there  was  a breed  between  oxen  and 
Ihe-affes,  which  they  compaffed  by  bind- 
ing a frefh  cow’s  hide  upon  the  fhe-ais,  and 
this  to  the  end  that  the  cattle  bred  of  them 
might  be  expeditious.  The  confideration 
whereof  I refer  to  philofophers. 

In  this  city  I ftaid  about  a month  wait-  Civility  of 
ing  for  my  companion,  who  was  gone a bijbop. 
about  the  ifland  in  fearch  of  the  other 
miffioners,  who  were  to  go  with  us  to  the 
kingdom  of  Congo.  During  my  ftay,  the 
bifhop  of  the  diocefs  made  a folemn  entry 
into  the  city,  and  fhewed  himfelf  to  be 
much  devoted,  and  well  affe&ed  to  our  or- 
der ; for  the  next  day  after  his  arrival  at  his 
palace,  he  came  to  our  convent  to  vifit  us. 
Moreover  on  the  feaft  of  St.  John  Baptiji , 
the  patron  of  our  church,  he  alfifted  with 
us  at  mafs.  Likewife  as  a farther  inftance 
of  his  favour,  having  been  informed  by 
fome  of  our  brothers,  that  I was  going  on 
a million  to  the  Southern  Africk,  without 
any  extraordinary  provifion  of  neceffaries : 
he  gave  me  a letter  of  recommendation  to 
feveral  of  his  friends  in  Spain  to  fupply  me 
with  what  I wanted.  Which  kindnefs  of 
his,  as  it  happened,  was  of  no  ufe  to 
us,  becaufe  we  touched  at  no  port  in 
Spain. 


My 
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to  the  end  we  might  pafs  the  laft  day  of 
our  carnival  with  the  greater  fatisfadtioh. 

On  the  fecond  of  November , being  All-  Arrival 
Souls  day,  we  entered  the  port  of  Lifbon  at  Lisbon' 
about  fun-fet.  The  waters  here  are  a pro- 
portionable mixture  of  fait  and  fweet ; the 
latter  being  plentifully  poured  out  by  the 
river  Tagus , fo  famons  for  its  golden  lands, 
and  not  unlike  the  Lydian  PaHolus , accord- 
ing to  Juvenal  and  others. 


My  companion  returning,  brought  along 
with  him  only  one  frier,  named  father 
Francis  da  Bitti  a preacher,  the  reft  having 
been  detained  by  fome  bufinefs.  All  things 
being  now  difpatched  here,  and  finding  a 
fliip  of  Provence  ready  in  the  harbour,  we 
immediately  imbarked  and  failed  towards 
that  country.  The  captain  being  nephew 
and  brother  to  two  of  our  order,  ufed  us 
very  courteoufly,  not  only  while  we  were 
on  board  him,  but  after  our  landing,  in- 
viting us  to  his  houfe,  where  we  ftaid  for 
fome  time.  And  to  complete  his  civility 
towards  us,  underftanding  that  the  king  of 
Portugal's  fleet  waited  at  Villafranca  to  carry 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Savoy  to 
Portugal  (whither  he  was  going  to  folem- 
nize  his  nuptials  with  the  infanta  of  that 
kingdom)  he  would  needs  take  a felucca  at 
his  own  charge  to  condudt  us  to  that  port, 
where  we  foon  after  arrived,  and  were  re- 
ceived with  great  joy  and  civilities  by  the 
Portuguefe  commanders,  telling  us,  that  if 
we  could  not  find  conveniences  elfewhere 
in  their  fhips,  we  might  oblige  them  in 
accepting  of  their  own  cabbins. 

Our  fuperior  father  John  da  Romano 
coming  from  Genoa,  with  father  Amedeo  da 
Vienna , and  a fecular  prieft  of  Piedmont, 
we  all  fix  went  alhore  to  a convent  of  our 
order,  where  we  remained  three  months, 
and  had  every  week  a charitable  fubfiftence 
of  two  weathers,  a fmall  cafk  of  wine,  and 
fufficient  bread  fent  us  by  thofe  gentlemen, 
befides  other  prefents  made  to  the  monaftery 
on  our  account. 

The  delay  the  fleet  made  to  fet  fail  laft- 
ed  in  all  fix  months,  and  which  was  ocea- 
floned  by  the  duke  of  Savoy's  falling  flck, 
and  growing  worfe  every  time  he  refolved 
upon  his  departure-,  which  politicians  tell 
us  happened  through  the  Providence  of  God, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  Italy. 

Not  before  the  4th  of  O Haber,  being  the 
feaft  of  our  glorious  patron  St.  Francis, 
did  the  fleet  put  to  fea,  the  wind  north. 
For  our  better  accommodation  our  fuperior 
had  ordered  our  company  to  go  but  two 
in  a fhip.  Himfelf  and  his  Piedmontefe  com- 
panion went  on  board  the  admiral,  the  count 
of  St.  Vincent  commander.  I and  father 
Amedeo  were  in  the  fhip  called  the  Fifcal, 
commanded  by  fignior  Gonfalo  de  Cafta  -,  and 
the  other  two  in  Don  Lewis  Lobo's  fhip, 
named  the  St.  BencdiH.  This  laft  perfon  had 
been  vice-roy  of  the  kingdom  of  Angola  in 
Ethiopia.  His  Angular  piety  and  kindnefs 
to  us  was  fo  remarkable,  that  I cannot  omit 
giving  one  particular  inftance  of  it.  The 
firft  of  November  being  come,  when  we 
were  to  bid  a farewel  to  flefh,  and  the  land 
of  Portugal  being  in  view,  but  which  we 
could  not  reach  that  day,  he  fent  a boat 
afhore  on  purpofe  to  fetch  us  refrefhment. 


Quod  Tagus,  G?  rutild  Padtolus  volvil 
arena.  Juvenal. 

Hie  certant  Padtole  tibi  Duriufque  Ta- 
gufque.  Sil.  Ital. 

Quod  fuo  Tagus  amne  vehit,  fluit  ignibus 
aurum.  Ovid. 


Here  we  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a Landing . 
pilot  (this  port  being  near  as  dangerous  as 
the  Fare  of  Mejfina ) and  that  by  the  king’s 
orders,  to  prevent  any  more  wrecks,  too 
many  having  happened  here  already.  This 
kindnefs  is  ufed  towards  friends,  but  as  for 
enemies  they  are  left  to  the  mercy  of  many 
fharp  rocks,  and  of  feveral  well  fortified 
caftles  and  forts. 

Our  veflfel  coming  to  an  anchor,  we  en- 
tered our  boats  and  landed,  not  at  theufual 
place  Belem,  or  Bethlehem , by  reafon  of 
the  too  fwift  eddy  that  ran  there,  but  at 
the  palace  royal  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  at  night.  Not  knowing  the  way 
to  our  monaftery,  we  endeavoured  to  get 
a guide,  but  there  was  none  to  be  had,  tho* 
a religious  man  that  came  with  us,  and  was 
well  provided,  offer’d  a confiderable  re- 
ward to  any  that  would  fhew  us  the  way. 

At  laft  a Negro  native  of  Congo  conducted 
us  gratis,  protefting  the  many  favours  and 
civilities  his  countrymen  had  received  from 
the  religious  men  of  our  nation  moved  him 
to  it.  As  foon  as  we  came  to  the  mona- 
ftery, after  ringing  the  bell  our  guide  was 
ready  to  be  gone:  we  entreated  him  to  ac- 
cept of  fome  reward,  or  at  leaft  of  a glafs 
or  two  of  wine  for  a refrefhment-,  but  tho* 
the  people  of  that  nation  are  immoderate 
lovers  thereof,  yet  could  he  not  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  accept  of  a drop,  which  made 
me  have  a more  than  ordinary  affedtion 
for  the  people  of  Congo. 

Whilft  I was  at  Lijbon  I vifited  the  houfe  short  de- 
where  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  was  born : it  is  feription 
now  converted  into  a church,  and  though  Treaty* 
rich  in  refpedt  of  its  ornaments,  is  good  in 
regard  of  its  ftrudture,  being  both  low, 
and  built  in  the  angle  of  a ftreet.  I vifited 
likewife  the  parochial  church  and  font  of 
baptifm  of  the  fame  faint:  the  church  is 
now  called  St.  Engraca,  which  after  it  had 
been  many  years  building  with  a vaft  ex- 
pence,  fell  down,  and  was  at  this  time 
eredting  again.  I likewife  paid  my  devo- 
tion 
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cion  to  the  convent  of  the  Canons  Regulars , 
amongft  whom  Sc.  Anthony  lived  for  fome 
time,  and  whofe  ftatue  in  the  habit  of  this 
order,  is  placed  over  their  high  altar. 
Their  church  is  alfo  the  chapel  royal,  and 
the  burying-place  of  the  kings,  and  offe- 
veral  heroes  of  Portugal. 

Trade.  I fliall  not  bufy  myfelf  in  any  farther 
description  of  this  famous  city  of  Lijbon , 

1 its  worth  being  already  Sufficiently  known, 
and  its  fituation  admired.  I ffiall  only  add, 
that  its  port  is  fo  large  that  it  runs  out  thirty 
miles  in  length,  though  the  bay  before  the 
city  is  but  fix  miles  over,  and  that  its  cu- 
ftom-houfe  is  confiderably  employed  with 
entries  of  pearl , incenfe , and  ebony , 
from  Arabia , of  rubies  and  emeralds  from 
Bengala , of  caffia  and  amber-greafe  from 
Ethiopia , of  cloves,  cinnamon  and  nutmegs 
from  the  Moluccoes , of  Haves,  ivory  and 
civet  from  Congo  and  Angola , of  great  va- 
rieties of  filk  and  linen  from  India,  of  fu~ 
gars,  tobacco,  and  Several  forts  of  wood  from 
Brafil , and  of  divers  commodities  from 
other  places,  which  I have  neither  room 
nor  leifure  to  enumerate  here. 

Uneafnefs  Not  having  fpent  above  a month  in  this 
to  be  gone.  j looked  out  every  day  for  a ffiip  to 
proceed  onward  on  my  voyage:  for  this 
purpofe,  I addreft  myfelf  to  a captain  of  a 
fhip,  and  defired  of  him  to  let  me  go  as 
his  chaplain  to  Brafil:  he  told  me  he  could 
not  accept  of  me  as  a chaplain,  having  one 
aboard,  him  already,  but  go  with  him  I 
might  if  I pleafed  as  a pafienger.  I thank- 
ed him  kindly  for  his  proffer,  but  withal 
acquainted  him,  that  my  fuperior  had  com- 
manded me  to  go  in  no  other  capacity ; 
and  fo  I took  my  leave  of  him. 

Accept  a It  happened  a little  after  that  another 
proper.  ffiip  bound  for  Brafil , having  paid  off  her 
chaplain  and  left  him  afhore,  fee  fail  with 
all  imaginable  expedition  but  fhe  had 
not  been  many  days  at  fea  before  Hie  was 
toffed  with  fo  violent  a tempeft,  and  threat- 
ened fo  many  ways  with  definition,  that 
fhe  was  glad  of  a turn  of  wind  to  drive  her 
back  again  to  Lijbon:  the  captain  vowing 
never  to  fail  again  without  his  Spiritual 
guide  at  whatever  rate.  Upon  his  landing 
therefore,  being  acquainted  that  fome  of  us 
had  a mind  to  go  for  Brafil,  he  courteoufly 
received  and  promifed  me  all  the  accom- 
modation his  veffel  could  afford,  my  com- 
panions being  already  provided.  This  com- 
ing to  the  firft  captain’s  ear  whom  I before 
had  applied  myfelf  to,  he  began,  with 
what  reafon  I know  not,  to  be  in  a great 
paffion,  affirming  that  I ought  not  to  have 
promifed  another.  Since  he  had  firft  pro- 
fered  to  carry  me.  The  caufe  of  this 
ltickling  about  us  I guefied  to  be  by  rea- 
fon that  we  were  to  do  our  office  at  eafier 
rates,  for  Capuchins  are  to  have  only  their 
V oju  I. 


table  free:  when  by  the  laws  of  Portugal , Merolla 
a prieft  or  other  religious  perfon  is  to  have 
not  only  his  diet,  but  likewife  a ftipend  of 
fo  much  a month,  and  when  he  comes  to 
land  muft  have  moreover  a houfe  hired  for 
him,  and  three  carlino's  a day  allowed 
him.  This  put  the  captain  into  Such  a 
paffion,  that  he  threatened  to  challenge 
him  that  had  taken  me  aboard,  and  would 
have  done  it  had  not  all  the  reft  blamed 
and  condemned  his  proceeding. 

The  firft  of  December  we  went  on  board,  Goes  on 
but  for  want  of  a wind  could  not  fail  till  board‘ 
the  eighth,  being  the  feaft  of  the  immacu- 
eulate  conception : we  were  in  all  five  Ships, 
in  two  of  which  went  our  other  two  com- 
panions, father  Amedeo  da  Vienna , and  fa- 
ther Francis  da  Bitti.  Having  left  Lijbon , 

I wafted  a farewel  figh  towards  the  beauti- 
ful and  happy  Europe , and  immediately  af- 
ter we  fell  into  the  gulph  of  Mares , fo  cal- 
led from  the  furious  agitation  of  its  waves. 

We  had  now  over  againft  us  the  ifland  of 
Madera , which  before  its  being  inhabited 
was  all  over  woody,  and  thence  had  its 
name  Madera , in  Spanifh  Signifying  wood, 
but  after  being  discovered  it  was  by  fire  ren- 
dered exceeding  fertile.  Its  prefent  inhabi- 
tants have  a more  than  ordinary  defire  to 
a convent  of  our  order  among  them  but 
for  want  of  religious  men  thofe  pious  in- 
clinations have  been  laid  afide.  I am  very 
Sure  that  a gentleman  of  that  ifland  came 
once  to  Lijbon  on  purpofe  to  folicite  that 
affair  with  the  king  of  Portugal , at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  devout  inhabitants. 

From  Madera  to  the  ifland  of  Palma  are  Courfe  ef 
threefcore  and  ten  leagues : this  Palma  is  IailinZ' 
one  of  the  Canaries,  and  whither  we  muft 
go  from  Madera  with  a ftrong  convoy  to 
prevent  pirates : from  thence  we  may  fail 
forward  unguarded  without  any  fear  of 
danger.  Thofe  that  are  bound  for  Brafil 
fteer  towards  the  height  of  Cape  Verd , Si- 
tuate in  fourteen  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
and  diftant  from  Palma  about  two  hundred 
and  fixceen  leagues.  Sailing  near  three 
hundred  leagues  more,  you  come  into  the 
torrid  zone,  and  have  the  fun  perpendicu- 
larly over  your  head.  Hence  the  latitude 
of  either  pole  is  reckoned  by  degrees,  each 
of  which  is  generally  computed  at  Sixty 
leagues ; but  becaufe  the  degrees  may  differ 
in  many  refpedts,  I fhall  leave  their  number 
of  leagues  undetermined. 

Our  voyage  now  was  fo  profperous,  that  Great 
every  fliort  Space  of  time  we  found  our^^' 
felves  confiderably  advanced : but  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  brifk  gales  of  wind  we 
had,  the  heat,  by  reafon  of  the  propin- 
quity of  the  fun,  was  ftill  prevalent ; and 
though  we  were  in  the  midft  of  winter, 
made  us  confiderably  fweat  and  languifli. 

At  length  by  the  grace  of  God  we  paffed 
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Me  roll  a the  ccpuinottial,  when  it  has  often  happened 
that  others  have  been  kept  under  it  for 
fome  time  with  no  fmall  prejudice  to  their 
health,  and  frequent  danger  of  their  lives. 
Ceremony  I think  I (hall  not  much  interrupt  the 
•mong  thread  of  my  relation,  if  I mention  here  a 
mariners.  certajn  ceremony  ufed  by  the  mariners  the 
day  they  cut  the  line.  A fort  of  court  is 
ere&ed  among  them,  and  by  confent  of  the 
commanders:  then  two  judges  drelTed  ac- 
cordingly lit  at  a table,  where  they  take 
full  cognizance  of  all  fuch  as  have  not  yet 
pad  the  line  ; thofe  they  find,  they  upbraid 
with  having  lived  fo  many  years,  and  not 
having  yet  cut  the  line , and  then,  as  if  it 
were  a great  crime,  they  muldt  them  ac- 
cording to  their  quality : fuch  as  are  not 
ready  to  pay  their  fines,  or  at  lead  willing 
to  offer  fomething,  are  feized  in  a trice, 
and  by  a rope  about  their  middles  hauled 
up  to  the  main- yard-arm,  whence  they  are 
let  thrice  fuccefllvely  into  the  lea.  From 
this  punifhment  or  a fine  none  are  exempt, 
and  ’tis  laid  that  with  the  latter  they  main- 
tain a church. 

Devotion.  Whild  the  winds  gently  played  their 
parts,  we  now  began  to  devote  ourfelves 
to  fpiritual  exercifes,  continually  celebrat- 
ing mafs  j morning  and  night  we  fung  the 
Rofary,  and  in  the  evening  the  Litany.  On 
holidays  we  had  always  a fermon  preached  by 
one  or  other  of  us.  Our  fhip  was  dedicated 
to  our  Saviour,  the  bleffed  Virgin,  and  St.Jo- 
feph , which  made  us  to  celebrate  the  Holy 
Nativity  with  more  than  ordinary  folemni- 
ty.  Thofe  merchants  that  were  on  board 
us  not  only  adorned  the  altar  with  the  rich- 
ed  things  they  had,  but  likewife  hung  the 
outfides  of  our  fhip  with  feveral  carpets 
and  rich  clothes,  the  air  being  at  that  time 
AProvi-  lerene,  and  the  fea  calm.  Having  jud 
deuce.  then  finilhed  my  lent , and  it  happening  to 

to  fall  out  on  a friday,  when  we  were 
obliged  to  fad  by  the  rules  of  our  order , 
Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that  that  very 
night  a flying  fifhof  a confiderable  bignefs 
darted  againfl  our  fails,  and  dropt  down 
into  our  fhip : this  filh  with  a great  deal 

of  pleafure  our  captain  prefented  me,  and 
which  was  received  with  no  fmall  thanks 
by  me  i for  God  knows  how  much  I had 
differed  during  that  whole  courfe  of  my 
abdinence,  flelh  being  the  only  provifion 
of  our  fhip,  and  my  condant  diet  boiled 
lentiles,  bifket,  and  dinking  water.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  fiffi  I believe  was  part- 
ly contrived  by  the  feamen  on  purpofe  to 
make  me  break  my  lent , they  having  of- 
ten told  me,  that  in  fuch  long  voyages  as 
this,  there  was  no  obligation  to  abllain  from 
flefh  •,  but  I thank  God,  notwithdanding 
their  opinion,  I dill  perlevered  in  my  duty. 

A wonder-  On  twelfth-day  about  two  in  the 
ful  jiar.  morning,  we  difeovered  a dar  fo  large  and 
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luminous,  as  is  almod  incredible  to  be- 
lieve : the  captain  declared  he  had  never 
feen  the  like,  though  he  had  failed  thofe 
feas  forty  times.  This,  faid  others*  may 
probably  be  that  guide  which  on  this  day 
conducted  the  magi  to  Bethlehem.  But  for 
my  part,  I am  of  opinion  it  was  no  other 
than  the  planet  Jupiter ; 

During  all  this  time  we  had  but  only-one  fijhing. 
calm  half  day,  and  that  the  captain  pro- 
pofed  to  fpend  in  fifhing.  Here  it  is  mod 
wonderful,  that  having  cad  the  lead  in 
that  vad  ocean,  and  ten  degrees  from  the 
line,  we  found  but  ninety  foot  water.  Among 
other  fifh  we  took  one  called  the  dorado 
or  gilt-fjh , and  truly  not  without  reafon, 
having  perfeft  rays  of  gold  on  his  back, 
and  being  moreover  excellent  meat.  This 
feems  to  me  to  be  the  fifh  Martial  fpeaks 
of  in  his  thirteenth  book,  where  he  fays, 

Nonomnis  pretium  laudemyue  aurata  meretur. 

The  prey  this  filh  mod  delights  in  is  the 
flying  filh,  with  which  thefe  feas  greatly 
abound,  and  which  is  like  to  our  fea-fwal- 
lows,  and  unlike  them  only  in  that  it  has 
a blue  back : the  flying  fifh  has  this  parti- 
cular unhappinefs,  that  it  is  neither  fafe  in 
the  air  nor  in  the  fea,  being  perfecuted  by 
the  birds  in  the  former,  and  by  the  golden 
filh  in  the  latter. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  January  we  arrived  Arrivalin 
at  Baia , or  the  city  of  San  Salvador  in  BrafU  America, 
fituate  in  thirteen  degrees  offouth  latitude. 

The  port  of  this  city  is  not  a little  remark- 
able, whether  it  be  for  its  capacioufnefs, 
or  its  fecurity  for  Ihipping,  the  latter  be- 
ing occafioned  by  two  mountains  on  either 
fide  the  entrance  of  it,  as  likewife  by  its 
didance  from  the  fea. 

At  our  landing  we  met  a widow  carried  Landingin 
in  a net  with  a pole  through  it  on  theBrafil- 
Ihoulders  of  two  black  Haves,  with  mourn- 
ing clothes  wrapped  about  them,  and  the 
net  covered  with  a quilt,  at  the  four  cor- 
ners whereof  marched  four  women  llaves. 

This  at  firfl  fight  being  a thing  new  to 
me,  I took  to  be  a corps  going  to  be  bu- 
ried, and  upon  enquiry  found  it  to  be  a 
Portuguefe  widow.  I thereupon  demanded. 

Why  being  a Chrijlian  Jhe  had  not  a crofs  car- 
ried before  her  •,  and  immediately  out  of 
pure  charity  and  devotion  fell  to  faying  the 
de  profundis  for  her  foul.  This  occafioned 
an  immoderate  laughter  in  the  danders-by, 
who  began  to  gather  about  me,  whild  I 
hanging  down  my  head,  and  perceiving  my 
midake  of  a living  woman  for  a dead, 
was  glad  to  deal  off  as  fad  as  I could. 

The  ordinary  fort  of  thefe  nets  I lpoke  Way  of 
of  have  only  one  pillow  or  culhion  in  them  travelling 
whereon  either  to. lie  or  fit:  thofe  for  the 
women  have  a carpet  under  to  lit  on,  and 

another 
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another  over  •,  and  the  women  flaves,  whom 
they  call  Mocommas , being  the  fame  that 
wait  on  them  in  their  chambers,  walk  by 
their  Tides.  The  richer  fort  of  people  have 
thefe  coverings  like  to  the  tops  of  coaches, 
with  curtains  on  each  fide , but  then  the 
nets  change  their  names  to  palangas , and 
are  much  in  ufe,  not  only  in  Brafil,  but 
likewife  all  over  Ethiopia. 

Defer  ip-  This  city  of  Baia  or  San  Salvador  is  the 

t(Meftown.  metropolis  of  all  Brafil , and  has  both  a 
governor  equal  in  power  to  a viceroy,  and 
an  archbiihop.  The  fhores  of  this  king- 
dom are  chiefly  inhabited  by  Portuguefes , 
beginning  at  the  river  della  Plata , and  ex- 
tending to  that  of  the  Amazons , as  like- 
wife up  as  far  as  poflible  into  the  country. 
Beyond  the  natives  have  their  refidence. 
'Traffick.  The  principal  traffick  here  is  for  tobacco 
and  fugars,  of  which  every  year  great  quan- 
tities are  fetch’d  away  by  the  Portuguefe 
fhips,  and  that  not  only  from  this  city, 
but  likewife  down  the  rivers  of  San  Fran- 
eifeo  and  Janeiro. 

Sugar-  To  uphold  the  fugar- works  a vaft  num- 
worh.  kgj.  0f  flaves  }s  required  as  well  to  plant 
and  cultivate  the  canes,  as  to  provide  fuf- 
ficient  fuel  for  the  prodigious  furnaces  that 
are  employed  both  night  and  day : Some 
there  are  who  have  no  lefs  than  five  hun- 
dred flaves  for  this  purpofe,  and  whofe  la- 
bour is  fo  hard,  and  their  fuftenance  fo 
fmall,  that  they  are  reckoned  to  live  long 
if  they  hold  out  feven  years. 

So  great  is  the  application  of  the  Bra- 
filians  to  this  traffick  of  tobacco  and  fu- 
gars, that  few  or  none  take  care  to  till 
the  ground,  or  fow  corn.  Hence  it  is  that 
all  manner  of  provifions  are  exceflive  dear 
in  thefe  parts.  Their  bread  is  generally 
made  of  the  root  of  the  herb  mandioca: 
The  way  they  have  to  propagate  it  is  by 
tearing  off  a branch  of  it,  and  burying  it 
in  the  earth,  when  in  a fhort  time  it  will 
caff  forth  a root,  and  fhoot  up  a ftalk  and 
leaves  like  to  our  lupins.  At  certain  fea- 
fons  of  the  year  they  prefs  the  juice  out 
of  the  ftalks  and  leaves  by  a fort  of  hand- 
mill,  and  that  ferves  them  either  for  drink 
or  broth.  The  fame  cuftom  is  ufed  like- 
wife in  the  kingdom  of  Angola , and  other 
places. 

Fifb  dear  Fifh  is  extreme  dear  in  this  country, 
in  thefe  there  being  but  very  few  that  apply  them- 
parts.  felves  to  catch  it.  Flefh  likewife  is  at  a 
great  rate,  and  that  by  reafon  of  the  great 
diftance  of  paftures,  infomuch  that  cattel 
often  either  die  by  the  way  in  bringing, 
or  elfe  are  harafled  to  fkin  and  bone  by 
Water  their  journey.  Water  alfo,  that  neceflfary 
jearce.  element,  is  fcarce,  and  what  they  have  is 
for  the  molt  part  brackiffi  *,  fo  that  a tra- 
veller in  thefe  parts  muft  of  neceffity  pro- 
vide himfelf  as  well  with  this  as  with 
vi&uals. 


Fruit  they  have  here  of  many  excellent  Merolla 
kinds,  and  which,  tho’  different  from  ours 
of  Europe , yet  is  no  lefs  palatable  and  noil-  r ’ 
rifhing.  Amongft  others,  there  is  a fort 
of  palm  called  coco,  whofe  nuts  fhoot  out 
with  a ftalk  in  a clufter  to  the  number  of 
twenty,  more  or  lefs,  at  the  bottom  of  a 
thick  croud  of  long  fharp  and  bending 
leaves,  not  unlike  feythes:  each  of  thefe 
nuts  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a flafk  with  its 
ftraw  clothing,  with  two  rinds,  whereof 
the  latter  being  faw’d  afunder,  ferves  for 
cups  to  drink  out  of  Its  fruit  is  of  an  ex- 
cellent favour,  and  white  as  milk,  but  very 
fubftantial  5 in  the  midft  of  it  there  is  about 
an  ordinary  glafs  full  of  liquor,  which 
while  the  fruit  is  green,  is  in  greater  quan- 
tity, though  not  fo  pleafant,  but,  as  they 
fay,  cooling  ; yet  when  ripe,  they  fay  it 
becomes  hot.  This  fort  of  palm  is  to  be 
found  in  /Ethiopia  and  in  the  Eaft -Indies, 
and  in  time  of  year  by  tapping,  affords  a 
great  deal  of  wine.  Here  is  another  kind 
of  fruit  called  mamao , which  grows  on  a 
tree  moftly  without  branches,  and  whofe 
trunk  is  like  to  a beam  adorned  with  leaves 
and  fruit ; each  leaf  produces  its  fruit  like 
to  melons  or  pumkins  in  fhew  as  well  as 
tafte : the  feed  is  like  pepper,  and  has 
fomething  of  the  tafte  of  it : the  ftalks  on 
which  the  leaves  grow,  are  long  like  the 
fhoots  of  our  vines  in  Europe , bowing  with 
the  weight  of  the  large  leaves,  and  four  or 
five  fpans  long. 

Another  fort  of  fruit-tree  is  the  banana , 
but  which  may  rather  be  termed  an  affem- 
blage  of  leaves  interwoven  and  twifted  to- 
gether fo  neatly,  that  they  form  a plant 
about  fifteen  fpans  high:  at  the  top  it 
throws  out  one  clufter  of  fruit  like  to  a 
bunch  of  thofe  grapes  which  we  in  Italian 
call  corniole , and  which  is  of  it  felf  a fuf- 
ficient  burden  for  one  man : every  berry  of 
this  clufter  is  about  a fpan  long,  and  as 
thick  as  ones  wrift,  with  a rind  like  to  an 
orange.  When  the  fruit  is  once  gathered, 
you  cut  down  the  tree  to  make  it  fprout 
anew,  infomuch  that  being  once  planted, 
and  thus  ordered,  it  will  often  be  ready 
to  offer  a grateful  return  to  its  planter. 

This  fruit  the  natives  called  cacchio , and 

which  even  while  green,  they  gather  and 

hang  up  in  their  houfes,  where  by  degrees 

it  ripens,  and  grows  as  yellow  as  gold: 

when  dry,  they  cut  it  acrofs  the  middle, 

and  it  taftes  much  like  to  a dried  fig  of  * 

Calabria.  The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  fo 

neatly  ftreak’d  and  fleek’d,  that  one  would 

think  they  were  rather  the  work  of  art 

than  nature  : they  are  generally  about  ten 

fpans  long,  and  about  three  in  breadth. 

Many  are  of  opinion,  and  argue  that  thefe 
were  the  leaves  our  firft  parents  cover’d 
their  nakednefs  with,  after  tranfgrefiing 

the 
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N’EROLLAthe  Divine  precept  in  Paradife-,  which  is 
not  unlikely,  becaufe  of  their  length  and 
breadth  before  mentioned,  and  becaufe  in 
fome  countries  this  fort  of  fruit  is  called 
a fig ; and  the  fcripture  tells  us  they  made 
them  aprons  of  fig-leaves  •,  unlefs  it  were 
that  fig  in  India,  which  the  Arabs  and  Per- 
fians  call  mouz , and  the  Portuguefes  the 
Indian  fig,  one  leaf  whereof  ferves  for  a 
table-cloth  at  a feaft. 

More  The  fruit  nicefi  are  much  of  the  fame 

fruit.  kind  with  the  former,  being  produced  by 
a like  plant,  and  difagreeing.only  in  that 
thefe  are  fomewhat  lefs.  This  fruit  being 
cut  in  the  middle,  or  any  ways  except  in 
length,  {hews  a fort  of  a {ketch  or  rough 
draught  of  a crucifix,  and  which  I take  to 
be  more  wonderful  than  that  of  the  fruit 
of  the  plant  baruth , vulgarly  called  the 
Paradife  fig,  wherein  when  cut  is  to  be 
plainly  feen  the  imprefiion  of  the  Greek 
letter  tau,  when  in  this  our  fruit  is  as  eafy 
to  be  di (covered  the  figure  of  our  Saviour 
upon  the  crofs. 

For  want  of  a conveniency  to  carry  me 
farther  up  into  the  country,  I was  fain 
fometimes  to  rely  upon  the  relations  of 
others,  but  then  I always  took  care  to  take 
them  from  perfons  of  credit,  and  natives 
of  the  place.  I was  told  that  up  higher 
there  were  vaft  woods  of  large  citron-trees, 
which  feems  not  improbable,  if  we  confider 

Candied  ^ great  quantity  of  candied  citron-peel 
preferved,  and  brought  yearly  from  thence. 
To  ripen  them,  they  bend  down  the  ten- 
dereft  branches  of  the  tree,  and  cover  the 
citrons  with  earth,  whereby  they  foon  be- 
come foft  and  yellow,  and  are  pleafant  to 
eat.  I forbear  to  mention  the  many  fruits 
that  are  to  be  found  in  thefe  woods,  and 
will  confine  my  felf  to  fpeak  briefly  of  the 
trees. 

frees,  and  The  trees  in  the  foreft  are  fome  of  them 

their  ver-  fQ  vaftly  great,  that  large  boats  called  ca- 
noos , are  made  out  of  them  all  of  a piece. 
One  of  thefe  I faw  in  the  port  of  Baia, 
higher  than  one  of  our  felucca’s , as  broad, 
and  of  length  fufficient  for  ten  or  eleven 
men  to  row  with  long  oars,  having  only 
the  rudder  added  to  it  from  another  tree. 
This  I muff  tell  you  was  fomething  extra- 
ordinary, for  commonly  they  row  thefe 
boats  with  oars  like  {hovels , and  that 
{landing  more  or  lefs  on  a fide  as  occafion 
ferves.  The  Indian  fifhers  have  other  forts 
of  boats  made  of  reeds  raddled  together, 
and  which  ferve  their  turn  well  enough, 
for  they  value  not  the  waters  coming  in, 
having  no  clothes  to  fpoil.  In  this  coun- 
try there  is  great  quantity  of  the  wood  cal- 
led brazile  wood,  fome  red  of  the  colour 
of  porphyry,  and  another  fort  quite  black 
like  ebony.  Here  are  alfo  lome  trees  that 
diftil  the  true  balm,  others  that  produce  a 
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kind  of  oil  called  by  the  natives  coppaiua , 
and  which  is  an  abfolute  cure  for  green 
wounds,  as  likewife  a remedy  againft  old 
aches,  and  good  to  comfort  the  ilomach. 

A third  fort  called  ahnefega  , which  diftils 
a liquor  like  to  frankincenfe,  and  ferves 
to  heal  contufions  and  bruifes  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  and  moreover  comforts  the 
ftomach  if  taken  inwardly.  There  are  alfo 
fome  plants  to  be  met  with  here  named 
bicoiua , or  nutmeg,  whofe  juice  is  a great 
relief  againft,  if  not  an  abfolute  cure  for 
fluxes  and  gripes. 

Not  many  years  flnee  cinnamon  was  firft  Cinnamon , 
ordered  to  be  brought  hither  by  the  king  w^en  firfl 
of  Portugal  from  the  Eafi-Indies , with  ex-  ^”gted 
prefs  command  to  the  captains  of  fhips, 
that  they  fhould  deliver  it  to  the  reverend 
fathers  of  the  fociety  of  Jesus,  who  about 
four  miles  from  the  city  of  Baia , have  a 
marfh  belonging  to  them,  where  it  has 
thrived  to  a miracle.  The  birds  likewife, 
by  picking  the  feed  and  dropping  it  about 
the  country,  have  mightily  contributed 
towards  its  encreafe  ; for  when  I was  there 
I faw  many  little  trees  of  it  in  feveral  pla- 
ces, and  which  could  not  have  come  thither 
by  any  other  means.  Alfo  at  my  being 
there,  the  trees  that  were  firft  planted  were 
begun  to  be  flawed,  and  about  fourtten 
pound  of  the  bark  ready  to  be  fent  as  the 
firft  fruits  to  the  king. 

I imagine  I (hall  not  much  ftray  from  The  va- 
my  fubjedt,  if  I give  fome  light  here  into  tives. 
the  origin  of  the  natives  of  this  country 
from  a certain  Francifcan  writer,  who  writ 
in  the  Portuguefe  tongue,  and  had  his  in- 
formation from  the  Hollanders.  He  fays, 
that  thefe  people  came  from  the  iflands  of 
Swedeland,  either  becaufe  of  the  great  colds 
that  reign  there,  or  being  thrown  on  thefe 
coafts  by  a tempeft.  The  Indian  natives 
of  Brafil  have  the  name  of  Tabareos , and 
thofe  born  of  a Portuguefe  and  a native  are 
called  Cabollos.  The  former  fort  are  of 
a brownifh  complexion,  have  long  ftrait 
hair,  with  little  round  eyes,  and  thick  well 
fet  bodies  of  a middle  fize : their  clothing 
is  no  more  than  they  came  into  the  world 
with : they  maintain  themfelves  with  hunt- 
ing and  fruit,  which  is  the  reafon  that  they 
feldom  continue  long  in  one  place,  but 
wander  about  according  to  the  feafons  pro- 
per for  their  purpofe.  Sometimes  they 
feed  upon  man’s  fleflh,  and  that  upon  the 
following  occafion:  when  any  one  of  their 
relations  or  friends  falls  defperately  fick, 
before  he  grows  worfe  they  knock  him  on 
the  head,  and  cutting  his  body  to  pieces, 
diftribute  it  amongft  the  reft  to  eat ; al- 
ledging, that  it  is  much  more  honourable 
for  him  to  be  devoured  by  them , than  to  be 
prey'd  upon  by  worms  and  infefts.  And 
thus  as  they  have  lived  like  beails,  fo  like 
beafts  they  die.  I was 
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Very  doci-  I was  told  by  one  father  Martin  a Ca- 
puchin , who  had  lived  fourteen  years  in 
thofe  parts,  and  was  then  fuperiot,  that 
thefe  fort  of  people  are  very  apprehenfive 
and  docible,  and  that  though  they  could 
not  read,  yet  they  would  fingand  affift  at 
mafs,  and  vefpers.  This  father  told  me 
likewife,  that  he  had  brought  over  great 
numbers  of  them  to  the  true  faith,  and 
that  they  were  in  appearance  fo  good  Chri- 
ftians,  that  when  they  were  at  church  (I 
fpeak  this  to  our  confufion  and  fhame) 
they  might  be  feen  kneeling  on  both  knees 
like  ftatues,  without  the  leaft  motion  ; and 
tho’  they  heard  any  noife,  not  one  of  them 
would  offer  to  look  behind  him,  or  fpeak 
the  leaft  word,  thinking  it  a facrilege.  He 
added  further,  that  at  firft  he  found  great 
difficulties  in  learning  their  language,  but 
that  at  length  in  the  fpace  of  four  years  he 
made  himfelf  an  abfolute  matter  of  it. 

Reduced  to  And  becaufe  that  thefe  people  lived  with- 

govem-  ouc  a ru[er  ancj  government,  when  he  came 
among  them,  the  fame  father  chofe  out 
the  beft  among  them  for  their  governor, 
and  whom  the  reft  readily  obey’d.  He 
then  reduced  them  to  our  way  of  living, 
and  brought  them  to  eat  their  meat  at 
due  times  of  the  day,  whereas  before  the 
pot  was  always  ready,  and  they  did  little 
elfe  but  eat  and  drink.  He  taught  them 
alfo  to  plant  their  mandioca  fpoken  of  be- 
fore, and  inftrudted  them  in  the  art  of  fpin- 
ning  and  weaving  their  cotton,  to  the  end 
that  they  might  conceal  thofe  parts  which 
decency  requires  ffiould  be  hid.  He  told 
me  likewife  that  before  that  time  he  had 
met  with  but  one  among  a great  number 
that  had  any  thing  to  cover  his  naked- 
nefs,  and  that  was  given  him  by  a miff 
fioner. 

C onverjlon  This  father  in  procefs  of  time  becoming 

and  trade.  perfeftjy  fkilled  in  their  language,  and  be- 
ing moreover  well-beloved  by  them,  had 
a more  than  ordinary  opportunity  to  in- 
culcate religion  into  them  ; and  which  un- 
dertaking of  his  was  likewife  faciliated  by 
their  having  no  idols  or  worffiip  among 
them  at  the  time  of  his  attempting  it. 
Their  notions  of  a Deity  are,  that  there  are 
two  great  perfons  much  in  favour  with 
God,  and  they  pray  for  them  continually, 
but  who  thefe  perfons  are  they  can’t  tell 
yet,  which  may  be  eafily  excufed  in  re- 
gard that  fome  of  them  believe  nothing 
at  all.  How  zealous  they  are  for  their 
new  religion  may  be  feen  by  the  following 
inftance : A certain  wizard,  inftrudfed  per- 
haps in  his  hellifh  fcience  by  fome  Blacks 
that  had  run  from  their  mafters,  was  on 
a time  feized  by  them,  and  carried  before 
father  Martin , by  whom  being  fharply  re- 
proved for  his  wicked  practices,  he  was 
let  go  on  condition  that  he  ftiould  forfake 
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his  horrid  profeffion.  But  this  readinefs^EROLL* 
of  his  to  promife,  rather  proceeded  from 
want  of  liberty,  than  from  any  inclination 
to  recant ; infomuch  that  in  a very  ffiort 
time  he  relapfed  into  his  former  error,  and 
was  feized  a fecond  time  by  fuch  as  did 
not  think  fit  to  releafe  him  any  more  with- 
out the  lofs  of  his  head.  This  done,  they 
drag’d  his  body  before  father  Martin , to 
whom  they  addreffed  themfelves  in  thefe 
words ; 0 dear  father,  you  are  too  forward 
in  forgiving.  Thefe  fort  of  people  may  prove 
a great  check  to  the  growth  of  our  nevj  reli- 
gion, and  therefore  we  have  lop'd  off  the 
head  of  this  wicked  wizard , to  prevent  his 
doing  any  more  mifchief  among  us.  Here  are 
his  head  and  body  to  difpofe  of  as  you  Jhall 
beft  think  fit.  And  to  give  them  their  due, 
they  are  more  than  ordinarily  careful  to 
protedl  the  facred  truths  eftablifhed  among 
them. 

The  fleffi  they  eat  is  generally  that  of 
wild  creatures,  killed  by  them  in  great  a- 
bundance  with  their  bows  •,  and  efpecially 
of  a fort  of  ferpent  called  bomma , which 
they  love  inordinately.  This  ferpent  after 
he  has  well  filled  his  belly,  falls  afleep ; 
and  being  fo  found  by  the  hunters,  they 
dart  their  arrows  into  him,  and  kill  him. 

They  fay  his  fleffi  is  exceeding  white,  and 
well  relifhed,  and  in  fatnefs  much  like  a 
hog.  After  they  have  cut  off  his  head, 
and  torn  away  the  bowels,  they  devour  the 
reft  of  it  greedily.  At  a certain  feaft  in 
Baia,  I obferved  the  windows,  inftead  of 
tapeftry  and  arras,  adorned  with  the  fkins 
of  thefe  ferpents,  as  wide  as  that  of  a large 
ox,  and  long  in  proportion. 

Father  Martin  having  taken  care  that  Trade, 
the  Indian  governor  eledted  by  him  ffiould 
pay  obedience  to  the  Portuguefe , it  foon 
happen’d  that  a mutual  commerce  was 
eftablifhed  between  both  nations ; and  tho* 
the  merchandife  of  the  former  was  but  of 
fmall  returns,  yet  it  neverthelefs  ferved 
them  to  clothe  their  nakednefs,  and  to  fur- 
niffi  them  with  iron  for  their  ufes.  The 
things  they  traded  in  were  chiefly  Braftl 
wood,  fkins  of  beafts,  divers  forts  of  mon- 
kies, parrots  of  all  kinds,  and  the  like. 

Of  thefe  laft,  the  hens  are  called  in  the 
Indian  language  coricas , and  are  obferved 
to  be  far  more  loquacious  than  the  cocks. 

Araras  are  another  fort,  thefe  are  about 
the  bignefs  of  our  capons,  and  have  long 
tails  of  divers  colours.  The  parokets  are 
equal  to  our  thruffies  in  bignefs,  and  gene- 
rally green,  whereas  the  others  for  the  molt 
part  are  grey  and  crimfon.  They  all  imi- 
tate the  human  voice  when  taught. 

Apes  and  monkies  likewife  they  have  of  Apes  and 
all  kinds,  but  none  without  tails.  One mnkies- 
of  thefe  forts  is  very  much  efteemed  ; but 
no  lefs  difficult  to  tranfport  into  any  part 
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Merolla  of  Europe,  becaufe  of  the  cold  ; they  are 

'-''V'NJ  called  J'agoris , or  fagorini , are  no  bigger 
than  dormice,  and  are  kept  in  cotton  in 
muffs.  Thofe  few  monkies  that  are  brought 
to  Portugal , are  bought  by  the  ladies  there 
for  about  a piftole  apiece;  and  if  they  be  of 
both  fexes,  the  price  is  much  greater,  and 
they  ferve  for  a confiderable  prefent.  Thefe, 
and  many  other  things  no  lefs  curious 
than  gallant,  are  brought  by  thefe  people 
to  fell  to  the  Portuguefes  all  along  the  coafts 
of  Brafil.  Such  among  them  as  have  no 
genius  to  trading,  voluntarily  lift  themfelves 
in  the  Portuguefe  fervice  for  fo  much  a 
month  or  a year. 

^hc. , Becaufe  I have  before  begun  to  fpeak  of 
ri  ge-  bjrdSj  I will  here  give  fome  fhort  account 
of  the  oftridge,  if  I may  have  leave  to  call 
that  a bird,  which  is  more  beholden  to  its 
legs  than  its  wings.  In  this  country  the 
oftridge  is  called  hiema , and  is  of  that 
largenefs  as  may  be  gueffed  at  by  the  di- 
menfions  of  its  egg  ; I have  feen  both 
young  and  old,  little  and  great  of  them : 
their  feathers  are  of  a light  brown,  and 
their  wings  ftrengthened  by  a double  joint. 
They  eat  all  forts  of  food,  and  will  digeft 
wood  and  iron,  both  which  they  greedily 
devour.  Their  eggs  they  lay  in  the  fand, 
wherewith  they  cover  them , I know  not 
whether  out  of  defign  that  it  fhould  ferve 
them  for  a tomb  or  a cradle ; for  it  often 
happens  that  not  remembering  where  they 
have  laid  them,  they  by  miftake  hatch 
thofe  of  another,  and  the  chicken  is  no 
fooner  out  of  the  fliell  but  it  Ihifts  for  it 
felf.  When  they  run  from  you,  they  only 
raife  one  wing,  and  for  the  reft  truft  to 
their  feet,  whereon  they  have  but  two 
claws  on  each.  They  are  fo  fwift,  that 
provided  they  have  the  wind  for  them 
(which  they  always  take  a great  deal  of 
care  to  procure)  they  will  out-run  a horfe 
in  his  full  career.  When  the  hunters  have 
a mind  to  take  them,  they  always  follow 
them  full  fpeed,  and  with  a long  hook 
ftretch’d  forth  catch  them,  if  they  can,  by 
the  neck;  which,  if  accomplifhed,  they 
foon  conquer,  and  have  enough  to  boaft  of 
all  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Vermin.  Before  I leave  Brafil  to  proceed  on  my 
voyage,  I muft  take  notice  of  another  fort 
of  hunting  there,  and  that  not  of  animals 
by  men,  but  on  the  contrary  of  men  by 
animals,  and  thofe  of  the  fmalleft  ftze. 
You  muft  know  then  that  here  is  a fort  of 
worms  almoft  invifible,  which  are  called 
in  the  country  language  nigua,  which  hop- 
ping upon  mens  toes  for  fomc  time  like 
fleas,  afterwards  penetrate  the  fkin,  and 
hide  themfelves  between  the  flefh  and  nails 
of  the  toes.  This  at  firft  gives  a pleafant 
tickling,  but  at  length  they  grow  to  the 
bignefs  of  a vetch , and  occafion  a great 
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deal  of  pain,  reducing  the  patient,  if  not 
timely  prevented,  to  a manifeft  danger  of 
either  lofing  his  toe  or  foot.  When  they 
are  thus  enter’d  the  fkin,  the  only  way 
to  get  rid  of  them , and  reftore  the  part, 
is  by  paring  away  the  flefh  fo  far  at  leaft 
as  is  infedled ; for  they  are  of  a fort  of 
venomous  nature,  and  will  rot  and  corrupt 
whatever  they  lie  long  upon.  For  my  part 
I have  experienced  both  the  pain  and  the 
danger  of  them.  But  a certain  French  friar 
of  our  order  was  more  particularly  plagued 
with  them,  for  had  he  not  had  fpeedy  re- 
courfe  to  a fkilful  furgeon,  he  had  infalli- 
bly loft  all  his  toes. 

Some  will  needs  have  thefe  worms  to  be  Conjecture 
one  of  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt , fent  by 
God  to  humble  Pharaoh  ; and  father  Mi- 
chael Angelo  de  Guattini , a Capuchin  mif- 
fioner  to  the  kingdom  of  Congo , hints  as 
much  in  a letter  to  his  father  from  Fer- 
nambuco. 

In  the  iflands  of  Cape  Verde  there  are  Other 
another  fort  of  worms  that  penetrate  the  vermin- 
heel,  and  thence  creep  up  under  the  fkin 
like  a horfe- hair.  The  way  to  extirpate 
thefe,  is  either  to  fcarify  the  flefh  as  be- 
fore, and  fo  ftop  their  progrefs ; or  elfe 
to  feize  them  by  one  end,  and  by  little 
and  little  to  draw  them  out  whole.  Of 
this  fort  Della  Vale  fpeaks  in  his  travels ; 
but  his,  it  feems,  were  of  a more  contagi- 
ous kind,  and  of  a much  longer  fize. 

During  my  flay  at  Baia , however  di-  Purfuit  of 
verted,  my  mind  itill  ran  on  purfuing  my  the  voyage, 
voyage,  and  confequently  my  chiefeft  bu. 
finefs  was  to  enquire  for  fhips  bound  for 
Africa.  We  were  but  three  of  us,  and 
heard  of  one,  but  that  was  not  to  part 
in  four  months;  therefore  fo  great  delay 
could  not  at  all  fuit  with  our  defires  to  be 
gone.  At  laft  we  lighted  on  a fmack  or 
brigantine,  which  was  to  fet  fail  the  firft 
fair  wind,  and  whofe  captain  proffer’d  to 
carry  us  to  Angola.  His  kindnefs  we  rea- 
dily accepted : but  whilft  we  thought  our 
felves  fecure  of  a paffage,  the  governor  of 
Brafil  commanded  him  to  tranfport  nine 
.prisoners  in  chains  to  Angola , amongft 
whom  was  his  own  fecretary,  difgraced 
for  fpeaking  difrefpeftfully  of  his  mafter ; 
and  for  his  greater  punifhment,  chain’d  by 
the  leg  and  arm  with  a Black  fiave.  The 
captain  having  received  thefe  orders,  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  of  his  promife  to  us,  alledg- 
ing that  he  had  not  room  in  his  fhip  for 
us  all,  and  therefore  defired  we  would 
provide  our  felves  elfewhere.  This  how- 
ever did  not  difcourage  us,  for  we  imme- 
diately applied  our  felves  to  the  governor, 
and  begged  of  him  to  let  part  at  leaft  of 
the  prifoners  be  left  afhore,  that  we  might 
proceed  on  our  million.  Fie  was  fo  far 
from  yielding  to  our  requeft,  that  he  com- 
manded 
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manded  that  we  likewife  fhould  be  gone 
on  board,  not  caring  whether  there  were 
any  accommodations  for  us  in  the  (hip  or 
no.  He  was  obey’d,  but  fcarce  were  we 
got  out  of  the  port,  before  the  captain 
(whether  moved  by  zeal  or  gold,  I won’t 
determine)  called  me  to  his  crew,  andafk’d 
them,  Where  we  -poor  Capuchins  fhould  lie, 
alledging  that  it  was  both  his  and  their  duty 
to  take  care  of  us.  And  fo  hoifting  out 
the  long-boat,  he  put  the  fecretary  and 
two  other  prifoners  into  it,  and  fent  them 
afhore,  and  I believe  he  had  done  as  much 
for  the  reft  had  they  prefented  him,  by 
which  means  we  got  fome  accommodation. 
We  afterwards  heard  that  this  fecretary 
proved  fo  great  a thorn  in  his  mailer’s 
fide,  and  fecretly  raifed  fo  powerful  a fac- 
tion againll  him,  that  in  a Ihort  time  he 
occafioned  him  to  be  feized  and  fent  to 
Lijlon.  This  it  feems  has  been  a common 
praftice  in  the  Portuguefe  colonies  at  fo 
great  dillance  from  court  for  whenever 
they  do  not  like  a governor,  they  forth- 
with embark  and  fend  him  home,  and  he 
ought  to  be  thankful  ifheefcapes  fo.  The 
fame  has  been  fometimes  done  in  the  king- 
dom of  Angola,  and  elfewherein  the  Portu- 
gal dominions.  If  the  fucceeding  governor 
does  not  bring  a general  pardon  for  all  de- 
linquents, he  is  not  admitted  alhore ; and 
this  becaufe  of  their  having  once  been  cal- 
led to  account  and  feverely  punilh’d  for 
want  of  fuch  policy. 

Seventy  feven  days  were  we  coop’d  up 
in  this  fmack  without  difcovering  land ; 
but  what  moll  griev’d  us  was,  that  we 
could  not  fay  in  all  that  time  that  we  had 
feen  either  fky  or  fea,  being  kept  down 
in  the  hold  continually  to  avoid  the  rain 
or  waves.  Towards  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  we  met  a furious  tempeft,  whofe 
vehemence  broke  down  part  of  our  prow, 
and  we  faw  our  felves  at  death’s  door  ; but 
at  length,  through  God’s  grace,  and  the 
diligence  of  the  feamen,  that  danger  was 
removed.  All  the  while  the  pilot  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  that  we  faw  no  land, 
when  by  his  computation  it  fhould  have 
appear’d  at  leaft  eight  days  before.  Never  r 
thelefs,  at  length  we  had  fight  of  it,  and 
found  our  felves  much  nearer  to  it  than 
we  thought  we  had  been.  Then  began 
joy  to  fhine  out  in  each  man’s  countenance, 
and  a feaft  was  ordered  throughout  the 
whole  fhip ; and  the  pilot  was  fo  well 
pleafed,  that  he  gave  the  feaman  a pair 
of  filk  - flockings  who  firft  brought  him 
news  of  the  land. 

After  this  we  put  our  boat  to  fea,  and 
fome  of  the  fhip’s  company  going  in  her 
a fifhing,  had  fo  good  luck  in  a very  fhort 
time,  as  almofl  to  fill  her  with  excellent 
fifh.  This  fight  furprized  me,  and  put 
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me  in  mind  of  the  fea  of  Genefaretta,  where  Merolla. 
the  apoftles,  through  our  Saviour’s  blef-1^^^ 
fing,  had  the  like  good  fortune.  We  left 
the  boat  at  fea  all  that  night,  fattened 
only  with  a rope  to  our  fmack,  and  with 
two  men  in  her.  About  five  hours  after 
night,  a whale  happening  to  pafs  between 
the  boat  and  the  fmack,  broke  the  rope 
in  two,  and  fet  the  boat  adrift ; which  was 
not  all,  for  fhe  gave  fuch  a fhock  to  the 
veffel,  as  put  out  the  light  at  the  bittake, 
and  the  fleerfman  being  in  the  dark,  we 
were  in  evident  danger  of  being  loft,  and 
muft  have  inevitably  perifhed,  had  fhe 
taken  us  acrofs  the  middle  of  our  keel. 

The  night  was  exceeding  dark,  infomuch 
that  we  could  by  no  means  difcover  which 
way  the  men  and  boat  were  driven  •,  there- 
fore we  furl’d  our  fails,  and  lay  by,  and 
at  the  fame  time  threw  up  fome  fire-works 
in  the  air  to  ferve  for  a guide  to  thofe  mi- 
ferable  wretches  to  find  us ; who  at  length 
appeared,  when  we  had  given  them  over 
to  be  loft. 

Amongft  other  fifh  obferved  by  me  in  Fijh, 
thefe  dangerous  feas,  is  the  fhark  : his  na- 
ture is  to  follow  fhips  in  hopes  of  prey. 

His  head  is  like  that  of  a dog,  and  his 
bignefs  more  or  lefs  according  to  his  age  j 
but  generally  at  full  growth  as  thick  as  an 
ox.  He  has  a very  large  mouth , and  a 
treble  row  of  exceeding  fharp  teeth.  When 
he  eats,  his  upper  jaw  only  moves  -,  and 
man’s  flefh  is  one  of  the  greateft  of  his 
dainties.  Our  mariners  with  a bait  of 
falt-beef  took  one  of  them,  but  in  hoift- 
ing him  up  to  the  fhip  he  efcaped  ; yet 
throwing  in  the  hook  fpeedily  he  was  taken 
again.  Having  open’d  his  belly,  we  found 
therein  a great  many  of  the  bones  of  meat 
which  we  had  thrown  for  feveral  days  into 
the  fea ; and  whereby  it  appeared  that  he 
had  followed  us  for  fome  time.  I obferv- 
ing  that  his  heart  beat  long  after  it  was 
torn  from  his  entrails,  took  it  up  and  kept 
it  till  the  next  day  -,  when  going  to  view 
it  again,  to  my  great  wonder,  it  ftill 
panted.  This  fifh  always  fwims  attended 
by  a great  many  little  ones  of  divers  co- 
lours, and  which  fome  will  have  to  fub- 
fift  upon  the  fleam  that  flies  from  his  mouth. 

Thefe  little  fifh  are  called  by  the  Portu- 
guefes,  romeiros,  which  fignifies  pilgrims. 

There  are  another  fort  of  about  a fpan 
long  which  flick  to  him,  with  their  bellies 
upwards,  and  nofes  like  nutmeg-graters  ; 
thefe  have  the  name  of  pegadores , that  is, 
flickers,  from  this  adlion.  They  are  men- 
tioned by  F.  di  Gennaro , in  his  f acred  ori- 
ental, lib.  I.  c.  7. 

That  this  fhark-fifh  is  more  than  ordi-  ‘The {bark 
narily  greedy  of  man’s  flefh,  may  appear 
by  the  following  inftance.  Our  fhip  hav- 
ing a brifk  gale  of  wind  moft  of  the  way 
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Merolla  between  Lifbon  and  Brafil , a poor  mariner 
about  break  of  day  happen’d  to  drop  off 
the  yard-arm  into  the  fea.  At  this  acci- 
dent the  centry  immediately  gave  notice, 
which  occafioned  us  all  to  come  fpeedily 
running  to  the  man’s  afliftance : Some  threw 
over-board  to  him  whatever  planks  they 
could  find,  whilft  others  endeavour’d  to 
tack  about  the  fhip-,  but  all  in  vain,  for 
being  under  fo  full  fail  we  made  too  much 
way.  At  laid  finding  all  means  to  fave 
him  fruitlefs,  I caufed  one  to  call  out  to 
him  from  the  poop  of  the  fhip  to  give  a 
fign  of  confelfion  ; which  the  unhappy 
wretch  immediately  did,  by  holding  up 
his  arm ; which  I perceiving,  gave  him 
abfolution,  and  then  he  foon  funk.  Not 
long  after  I fpied  a fhark-fifh,  half  above 
and  half  under-water,  rather  flying  than 
fwimming  towards  the  body  which  was 
a terrible  fight  to  all,  but  more  particu- 
larly touch’d  me  to  the  heart. 

Another  fort  of  fifh  we  faw,  whofe 
name  is  bonitto , as  large  as  the  lanternfifii, 
and  of  a yellow  and  green  colour ; but 
which  the  more  pleafing  it  was  to  our 
fight,  the  more  pernicious  it  would  have 
proved  to  us  had  we  eaten  of  it,  for  it 
caufes  fudden  death,  which  makes  the 
filhermen  as  foon  as  taken  to  throw  it 
away. 

Birds.  1 he  birds  that  fly  moft  about  in  thefe 
feas  are  alcatraci , a fort  of  fea-gulls  as  big 
as  geefe,  of  a brownifh  colour,  with  long 
beaks,  wherewith  they  take  fifh;  and 
which  they  feed  on,  either  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  or  after  they  are  up  in 
the  air.  At  night  when  they  are  difpofed 
to  fleep,  they  dart  themfelves  aloft  as  high 
as  pofiible,  and  putting  their  head  under 
one  wing,  fupport  themfelves  for  fome 
time  with  the  other ; but  becaufe  the 
weight  of  their  bodies  mull  needs  force 
them  down  again  at  laft,  they  no  fooner 
come  to  the  water  but  they  retake  their 
flight,  and  both  which  being  often  repeat- 
ed, they  may  in  a manner  be  faid  to  fleep 
waking.  Oftentimes  it  happens  that  they 
fall  into  the  fhips  as  they  fail,  and  into 
ours  there  fell  two  one  night,  and  one  an- 
other: I hofe  that  know  the  nature  of 
them,  farther  fay,  that  in  time  of  year 
they  always  go  on  fhore  to  build  their 
nefts,  and  that  in  the  higheft  places,  where- 
by they  facilitate  their  flight,  having  but 
fhort  feet,  and  thofe  large  like  unto  a 
goofe.  Of  this  we  made  an  experiment  upon 
them  that  fell  into  our  fhip,  and  found 
that  being  left  at  liberty  upon  the  plain 
deck,  they  could  by  no  means  raife  them- 
felves. 

)thcr  Before  we  had  a fight  of  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope , we  faw  feveral  other  birds  called 
velvet-Jleeves>  as  large  as  geefe  ; exceeding 


white,  and  with  long  black  bills.  Thefe, 
like  the  pigeons  out  of  the  ark,  were  as 
fo  many  meflengers  to  inform  us  that  the 
land  was  at  hand,  their  cuftom  being  a days 
to  flutter  about  upon  the  waves,  and  at 
night  to  return  to  the  fhore  to  reft : The 
fight  of  them  make  the  feamen  leap,  and 
cry  out  for  joy  like  madmen. 

There  are  alfo  other  figns  of  land  being  A fign  of 
near,  as  thofe  they  call  the  caravels  of  Bri-  ’ian^' 
tany , being  weeds,  or  rather  reeds  like  the 
Indian  canes ; or  rather  like  grafs,  but  as 
thick  as  ones  finger,  thrown  out  by  the  ri- 
vers, and  which  feem  at  a diftance  to  be  a 
fmall  ifland  fixed  in  the  ocean,  being  met 
fometimes  an  hundred  miles  at  fea.  Whilft 
we  failed  along  the  coafts,  fome  of  the 
feamen  would  needs  fhew  me  a great  crofs 
cut  in  a mountain,  and  which  they  told 
me  was  made  there  long  before  thofe  coun- 
tries were  difcovered  by  the  Europeans . 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  diligence  I 
could  ufe,  with  the  help  of  a profpedtive 
glafs,  I could  not  perceive  it  by  reafon  of 
the  great  motion  of  the  fhip,  I afked  them 
who  was  fuppofed  to  have  introduced  this 
fign  of  our  falvation  amongft  thefe  igno- 
rant pagans  ? But  they  could  give  me  no 
manner  of  fatisfadlion. 

Now  we  are  coafting  along  the  fhore  of  Natives  of 
the  cape  of  Good  Hope , I imagine  it  will  ^ood- 
not  feem  any  ways  improper  to  difcourfe  of tlope* 
fomething  relating  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country.  By  the  relations  of  many, 
thofe  people  are  laid  not  to  have  the  gift 
of  humain  voice,  but  to  underftand  each 
other  only  by  a fort  of  hiding  tone,  and 
motion  of  the  lips:  Likewife  that  what- 
ever pains  have  been  taken  with  them,  they 
could  never  hitherto  be  brought  to  fpeak 
articulately.  Inftead  of  clothing  in  win- 
ter-time, they  generally  anoint  their  bodies 
all  over  with  a certain  liquor  diftill’d 
from  a tree ; and  which  the  better  to  fettle 
upon  their  fkins , they  bedawb  themfelves 
fufficiently  with  wild  oxes  dung,  which 
when  dryed  and  hardned,  cannot  be  eafi- 
ly  got  off.  When  they  would  take  off 
that  crufted  coat,  they  do  it  with  hot  wa- 
ter, which  leaves  them  naked  as  before, 
as  they  go  in  hot  weather,  and  eat  much 
flefh.  Which  makes  me  fay  with  Ovid  in 
his  de  Trifibus , lib.  V.  el.  7. 

Sive  homines , non  funt  homines  hoc  nomi- 
ne digni. 

The  Portuguefes  call  them  papagentes , 
that  is,  men-eaters  on  account  of  fome  ac- 
cidents that  have  happened  there,  one  of 
which  that  was  told  me  I will  infert. 

In  one  of  the  ports  formed  by  nature,  Barbarous 
where  there  are  many  on  thefe  coafts  capa- 
ble of  receiving  two  or  three  thoufand  „ 
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{hips  each,  a certain  veffel  came  to  an 
anchor  •,  the  captain  with  fome  of  his 
crew  came  afhore,  well  armed,  and  hap- 
pening to  ftray  a little  further  than  ordi- 
nary from  his  companions,  faw  two  wo- 
men entirely  black  and  naked  carrying  of 
wood.  Thefe  women  at  the  fight  of  a 
white  man,  began  to  {land  ftill ; which  he 
perceiving,  and  being  willing  to  encourage 
them,  threw  them  down  feveral  trifles, 
fuch  as  fine  knives,  glafs,  coral,  and  the 
like.  At  this  they  immediately  call  away 
their  burdens,  and  fell  to  gathering  up  the 
toys,  leaping  and  dancing  about  the  cap- 
tain. This  pleafed  him  fo  well,  that  he 
was  refolved  to  have  as  much  of  it  as  he 
could,  and  for  that  end  fquat  himfelf  down 
on  the  grafs.  They  perceiving  his  fecurity, 
continued  their  gambols  for  fome  time  •, 
but  at  length  one  of  them  feizing  him  be- 
hind acrofs  the  arms,  and  the  other  catch- 
ing up  his  feet  at  the  fame  time,  flew  away 
with  him  with  fuch  dexterity  and  fwift- 
nefs,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  his  com- 
panions, who  both  faw  and  heard  him 
cry  out,  either  to  refcue  or  come  near  him. 
Being  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  recovering 
him,  they  thought  it  advifable  to  return 
to  their  fhip,  where  they  reflected  on  the 
barbarous  banquet  thole,  rather  beads 
than  humain  creatures,  were  to  make  that 
night. 

To  confirm  the  probability  of  this  ftory, 
father  Michael  Angelo  de  Guattina , relates 
in  a letter  to  his  father  from  Loanda>  a city 
in  this  country,  that  whilft  he  was  failing 
along  thefe  coafts,  not  above  a mufket- 
Ihot  from  Ihore,  the  pilot  of  the  fhip  went 
afhore  to  eafe  himfelf ; but  fcarce  was  he 
out  of  the  long-boat  before  he  leaped  back 
again  with  great  furprize  and  amazement, 
having  it  feems  difcovered  behind  a rock, 
abundance  of  filh  drying  at  a great  fire, 
by  which  he  underftood  the  Papagentes 
were  not  far  off,  and  put  him  into  fuch 
a fright,  that  he  never  thought  of  the 
bufinefs  he  went  about  in  three  days  af- 
ter. 

Mmfters.  Another  ftory  I have  heard  as  follows. 
The  captain  of  a certain  fhip  having  been 
in  a great  dorm,  drove  into  one  of  thefe 
ports  to  repair  his  damage  ; his  paffengers 
going  afhore  to  look  about  them,  difcover- 
ed at  a didance  a fort  of  fea-monders  like 
unto  men,  and  that  not  only  in  their  fi- 
gures, but  likewife  in  their  adions ; for 
they  faw  them  plainly  gather  a great  quan- 
tity of  a certain  herb,  with  which  they 
immediately  plunged  themfelves  into  the 
fea.  Having  obferved  what  fort  of  herb 
this  was,  the  paffengers  gathered  feveral 
bundles  of  it  likewife,  and  laid  the  fame 
upon  the  ihore;  the  fea-monders  return- 
ing, and  finding  it  ready  gathered  to  their 
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hands,  took  it  up  and  plunged  into  the  fea  Merolla 
as  before.  But  O the  great  example  of^V^^ 
gratitude  that  reigns  even  in  the  deeps ! 

Thefe  creatures  knowing  themfelves  to  have 
been  obliged,  forthwith  drew  from  the 
bottom  of  the  fea  a great  quantity  of  coral, 
and  other  fea  herbs,  and  carrying  them 
afhore,  laid  them  in  the  fame  place  where 
they  had  found  the  herbs.  This  being 
repeated  feveral  times,  the  paffengers 
thought  thefe  creatures  endeavoured  to  ex- 
ceed them  in  benefits  ; and  therefore  as  a 
great  rarity,  fcarce  to  be  parallel’d  even  in 
rational  animals,  they  refolved  if  poflible  to 
take  them.  For  this  purpofe  they  procur- 
ed a net  from  the  fhip,  and  pitched  it  in  a 
proper  place  ; but  tho’  their  defign  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  take  them,  yet  could 
not  they  hold  them,  they  (hewing  them 
another  human  trick,  which  was  by  lift- 
ing up  the  net  and  making  their  efcape, 
never  appearing  there  after  as  long  as  the 
{hip  (laid. 

Another  relation  I have  had  made  me,  ExceJJive 
which  may  not  be  improper  to  infert  here : col(i- 
The  Portuguefes , for  the  conveniency  of 
failing  thoie  ltormy  Teas,  would  needs  fome 
years  fince  make  a certain  experiment  on 
thefe  parts.  For  this  end  they  brought 
from  Li/bon  fix  or  eight  condemned  per- 
fons,  and  left  them  in  one  of  the  three  points 
of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope , with  provifions 
of  all  things  fufficient  for  a year.  Thefe 
men  they  commanded  to  take  Arid;  notice 
of  all  mutations  of  feafons,  of  the  climate, 
the  land  and  the  fea ; and  withal  enjoined 
them  to  let  nothing  pafs  of  any  'moment 
each  day  they  were  there  promifing  them 
withal,  that  if  they  obferved  thefe  their 
commands,  they  would  come  the  next 
year  and  fetch  them  away,  and  give  them 
their  liberty  to  boot.  Thefe  wretches  be- 
ing thus  left,  inftead  of  efcaping  deftrudi- 
on,  met  a more  than  common  fate  by  thefe 
means ; for  in  a fliort  time  through  the 
excefiive  cold  that  reigns  there,  more  than 
in  any  other  of  the  points  of  the  faid  Cape , 
they  were  all  frozen  to  death.  At  the  return 
of  the  fhips,  the  laft  of  them  that  furvived 
having  obferved  many  particulars,  and  re- 
lated the  manner  of  his  other  companions 
deaths,  was  found  frozen  to  a (tone  with  his 
pen  in  his  hand.  The  laft  thing  remark’d 
by  him  was,  That  the  great  eft  fire  was  J'carce 
capable  of  overcoming  the  ?noft  intenfie  cold  of 
this  country.  But  all  this  I mult  fubmit  to  ** 

the  reader,  having  it  only  by  hearfay,  and 
not  having  experienced  it  my  lelf. 

After  three  or  four  days  failing  along 
thefe  coafts  right  afore  the  wind,  we  en- 
tered a port  in  the  kingdom  of  Banchella , 
or  Banquella , a conquelt  of  the  Portuguefes. 

Here  the  people  through  a bad  tempera- 
ture of  the  air,  which  infeds  their  viduals, 
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Merolla  have  all  the  countenances  of  death,  fpeak 
with  broken  voices,  and  as  one  may  fay, 
can  fcarce  keep  their  fouls  between  their 
Charity  teeth.  Our  arrival  being  but  juft  known, 
and  dvi-  the  vicar-general  came  to  vifit  us  at  one  a 
lity-  clock  in  the  morning,  bringing  along  with 
him  feveral  refreihments  of  flefh,  fruit, 
and  herbs.  At  this  unexpected  charity  and 
civility,  we  were  at  firft  furprized  ; but  af- 
ter we  came  to  know  that  both  he,  and 
four  of  his  brethren,  had  been  bred  in  our 
monaftries,  that  wonder  ceas’d.  This  vi- 
car may  be  faid  to  be  general  only  over 
himfelf,  there  being  no  catholick  prieft  in 
all  this  country  but  he. 

Some  years  paft  there  was  another  mif- 
fion  of  our  order  into  thefe parts;  but  be- 
caufe  the  chief  man  gave  no  good  example 
himfelf,  few  of  the  Blacks  were  converted, 
and  thofe  that  were  gave  but  little  attenti- 
on to  what  was  taught  them,  giving  for 
reafon,  That  if  the  law  of  God  was  fo  negli- 
gently obferved  by  Whites,  how  could  they  be 
expelled  to  praflife  it  more  devoutly  ? The 
two  laft  of  the  friars  employed  at  that 
time,  dy’d  martyrs  tONtheir  lenity ; for 
they  chufing  rather  to  admonifh  than  cor- 
rect, to  exhort  than  reprove  a certain 
great  man  of  a fcandalous  life,  in  about 
eight  days  time  died  of  poifon,  thereby 
terminating  both  their  million  and  their 
lives:  The  truth  of  this  ought  not  to  be 
doubted  of,  becaufe  it  was  the  common 
talk  when  I was  there.  The  other  Pagans 
that  live  up  higher  in  the  country,  lead 
the  infamous  life  of  the  Giaghi , a people 
that  fhall  be  fpoken  of  more  at  large  here- 
after. 

Obferva-  foon  as  day-light  appeared  we  went 
‘fnl  f on  fhore  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty 
an  ,n^  God  for  our  fafe  arrival.  Here  the  firft 
thing  I obferved  was,  a great  abundance  of 
date-trees,  which  it  feems  of  all  lower  JE- 
thiopia  fiourilh  moft  in  thefe  parts,  tho*  in 
goodnefs  they  are  far  inferior  to  thofe  of 
the  ealt.  I likewife  took  notice  of  many 
arbours  and  walks  of  vines,  which  by  rea- 
fon of  the  moiftnefs  of  the  earth,  fprings 
being  every  where  near  the  furface,  pro- 
duce grapes  twice  a year  in  great  plenty. 
Neverthelefs  no  wine  is  made,  becaufe  the 
exceffive  heat  that  reigns  here,  would  ra- 
ther putrify  than  purge  it.  Every  houfe 
hereabouts  has  fpring-water,  it  lying  not 
above  two  foot  deep;  and  which  is  the 
greater  wonder,  by  reafon  that  it  is  fo  near 
the  fea. 

Btafls  and  If  this  country  abounds  with  bad  men, 
their  vir-  jt  js  no  jefs  produdive  of  good  beafts.  Of 
elephants  here  are  many,  which  with  their 
ivory  teeth  bring  great  profit  to  thofe 
that  take  them.  The  elk  likewife,  that  fo 
much  defired  and  falutiferous  beaft,  is 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  parts  ; 


and  which  for  the  virtue  of  one  of  his  feet, 
has  defervedly  obtained,  in  the  Congolan 
language,  the  name  of  ncoco,  fignifying 
The  excellent  beaft.  It  is  only  called  in  Spain 
la  gran  beftia , or  the  great  beaft.  The  way 
to  find  out  in  which  foot  the  virtue  lies, 
is  by  knocking  him  down  ; when  to  reco- 
ver himfelf  of  the  blow,  he  will  immediate- 
ly lift  up  that  leg  which  is  moft  efficacious, 
and  fcratch  his  ear.  Then  muff;  you  be 
ready  with  a fharp  fcymitar  to  lop  off'  the 
medicinal  limb,  and  you  fhall  find  an  in- 
fallible remedy  againft  the  falling-ficknefs 
treafured  up  in  his  claws.  Peter  Cobero  Sebaf- 
tian  fays,  in  his  travels,  that  he  has  feen  ma- 
ny of  thefe  beafts  in  Poland.  Thofe  feen 
by  me  were  of  about  the  bignefs  of  little 
afles,  of  a brownifh  colour,  with  long  broad 
ears  hanging  down  like  to  thofe  of  Englifh 
fpaniels. 

In  thefe  woods  may  alfo  be  found  an- 
other creature,  called  by  the  natives  engal- 
la , and  much  like  unto  a wild  boar:  The 
two  tulles  of  which  beaft  being  reduced  to 
powder,  expel  fevers,  evacuating  by  way 
of  fweat  the  malignity  of  the  diftemper. 
This  powder  being  likewife  made  up  with 
the  juice  of  a palm-tree,  called  mateba , 
compofes  an  admirable  antidote.  Here  is 
alfo  the  unicorn,  called  by  the  Congolans , 
abada , whofe  medicinal  virtue  being  fuffi- 
ciently  known,  needs  not  to  be  taken  no- 
tice of.  Thefe  unicorns  are  very  different 
from  thofe  commonly  mentioned  by  au- 
thors ; and  if  you  will  believe  what  I have 
heard  fay,  there  are  none  of  that  fort  now 
to  be  found.  A Theatine  miffioner  to  the 
Eaft-Indies  told  me,  at  his  return  from 
Goa , that  he  had  endeavoured  to  get  one 
of  thefe  laft,  but  whatever  diligence  he  us’d, 
he  could  by  no  means  obtain  it.  He  added 
moreover,  that  he  had  heard  feveral  of 
the  Eaftern  people,  efpecially  the  Chinefe 
aftrologers,  fay,  that  according  to  their 
computations  thofe  unicorns  all  dy’d  the 
fame  day  that  our  Saviour  dy’d.  What 
allufion  thefe  can  have  to  our  Saviour 
may  probably  be  from  their  chaftity,  but 
I muff:  leave  all  to  my  reader,  who  will 
condemn  and  approve  as  he  thinks  fit. 
The  unicorn  or  abada  of  this  country  com- 
monly arrives  to  the  bignefs  of  an  ox,  and 
the  male  only  has  a horn  in  his  forehead: 
Thefe  have  the  fame  virtue  as  the  other 
fort,  if  taken  young,  and  before  they  have 
coupled  ; for  the  old  ones  lofe  much  of 
their  virtue  by  coupling. 

Thefe  forefts  likewife  breed  another 
four-footed  animal  called  zerba,  not  un- 
like a wild  mule:  The  fkin  of  this  crea- 
ture is  fo  beautiful,  that  one  would  rather 
take  it  for  a fine  woven  filk  than  a hide : 
Its  beauty  confifts  in  feveral  equidiftant 
ftreaks  four  fingers  broad  of  white  and 

black, 
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black,  bordered  on  both  fides  with  rufiet. 
This  animal  is  no  lefs  fwift  than  beautiful, 
infomuch  that  if  the  natives  can  but  tame 
one  of  them,  no  price  is  thought  too 
great  to  offer  for  it.  Our  fuperior,  fa- 
ther da  Romano , amongft  other  things 
fent  feveral  fkins  of  this  beaft  as  a prefent 
to  the  great  duke  of  Tufcany. 

A ridicu-  Here  are  alfo  abundance  of  another 
lousfuper-  kind  of  beafts  call’d  by  the  Negroes  im- 
Jhtion.  pallanche , of  about  the  bignefs  of  the  fore- 

going, and  in  colour  much  like  to  what 
we  call  in  horfes  a forrel:  Thefe  have  ftrait 
twilled  horns,  by  the  feveral  degrees  of 
which  wreathing,  their  age  comes  to  be 
known.  They  have  in  like  manner  fome 
refemblance  of  a mule,  their  flefh  is  white, 
and  would  be  more  in  elleem  were  it  not 
fpongy  and  infipid  *,  but  in  rutting  time, 
fay  the  natives,  it  ought  by  no  means  to 
be  eaten,  for  fear  of  doing  harm.  The 
fame  is  reported  of  the  wild  goat,  that 
if  it  be  eaten  when  it  is  lultful,  it  caufes 
fuch  a rot  in  the  feet  that  the  toe-nails 
drop  off.  This  is  held  to  be  fo  infallible, 
that  it  can  never  mifs.  An  inflance  where- 
of happen’d  in  my  time  in  the  following 
manner.  Some  hunters  having  taken  one 
of  thefe  goats,  fufpefted  of  being  in  the 
aforefaid  condition,  brought  it  to  our  mo- 
naftery  at  Sogno  to  fell : Our  fathers  not 
knowing  the  nature  of  it,  eat  part  of  it, 
referving  the  reft  for  another  time.  This 
coming  to  the  count’s  ears,  he  came  in 
mighty  hafte  to  our  convent  with  a nu- 
merous attendance,  and  going  direftly  in- 
to the  kitchen,  he  commanded  all  the  flefh 
to  be  thrown  away,  the  veflels  that  it  had 
touch’d  to  be  broken,  and  would  moreo- 
ver have  fet  fire  to  the  houfe  as  infeftious, 
had  not  our  father  remonftrated  to  him  in 
an  humble  manner,  that  they  were  fenftble 
of  no  harm  it  had  done  them , and  that  they 
verily  believed  there  was  none  to  be  feared  up- 
on that  occafion : As  alfo  that  whatever  mif- 
chief  had  formerly  happened , it  was  rather 
to  be  attributed  to  fome  other  accident , than 
to  any  pejlilential  quality  in  the  goat.  With 
thefe  and  the  like  reafons  they  at  length 
prevailed  upon  the  count  to  depart,  with- 
outdoing  them  any  further  damage.  Wnen 
thefe  wild  goats  are  old,  there  are  certain 
ftones  to  be  found  in  their  bellies  not  un- 
like to  Bezoa  ftones,  and  whereof  thofe 
produced  by  the  male  are  of  the  nobler 
kind,  being  experienc’d  remedies  in  feve- 
ral cafes,  elpecially  in  that  of  poifon.  At 
the  firft  taking  them  out  they  are  foft  and 
tender,  but  having  been  a while  in  the  air 
they  begin  to  harden,  and  in  a fhort  time 
become  perfeft  ftone.  They  muft  be  taken 
as  foon  as  ever  the  beaft  is  killed,  otherwife 
they  will  foon  diflolve. 

Another  fort  of  beafts  in  this  country 
1 


are  the  impanguezze , fo  called  by  the  na-  Merolla 
tives:  Thefe  are  a kind  of  wild  cows, 
whereof  fome  are  red,  others  alh  colour, 
and  fome  quite  black  : They  are  all  very 
fwift-footed,  and  have  a pair  of  exceeding 
long  horns  in  their  foreheads.  When  they 
are  wounded  in  the  chafe,  like  wild  bulls 
or  buffalo’s , they  immediately  face  the  af- 
faulter,  and  if  he  does  not  infta.ntly  take 
care  to  fave  himfelf  in  fome  tree  or  other, 
inftead  of  killing  he  will  be  in  no  com- 
mon danger  of  being  miferably  killed. 

The  flefh  of  this  beaft  is  very  well  relilh’d 
and  fubftantial  j its  marrow  is  an  infalli- 
ble remedy  againft  cold  humours  and 
aches:  Of  its  fkin  the  Negroes  make  tar- 
gets, which  will  refill  the  fwifteft  force  of 
an  arrow,  fo  that  if  a man  Hands  bowing 
behind  it  he  is  altogether  fafe. 

’Tis  now  high  time  to  leave  the  wild  Abrutijb 
beafts  to  range  in  the  woods,  and  to  come  cuJtom- 
to  fpeak  of  a certain  brutilh  cuftom  thefe 
people  have  amongft  them  in  making  of 
Haves,  which  I take  not  to  be  lawful  for 
any  perfon  of  a good  confcience  to  buy 
here.  Every  one  of  thefe  Negroes  takes 
to  wife  as  many  women,  be  they  (laves  or 
free  ’tis  no  matter,  as  he  can  poffibly  get: 

Thefe  women  by  his  confent  make  it  their 
bufinefs  to  charm  men  to  their  embraces, 
which  when  they  have  done  fo  as  to  make 
them  commit  the  aft,  they  prefently  ac- 
cufe  them  to  their  barracan , fo  they  call 
their  fuppofed  hufband,  who  feigning  him- 
felf to  be  in  a great  rage,  immediately 
runs  and  imprifons  the  lovers,  afterwards 
in  a Ihort  time  fells  them  to  ftrangers, 
without  being  fubjeft  to  any  account  for 
fo  doing:  With  the  money  he  has  thus 
unjuftly  got  he  buys  other  Ihe-flaves,  which 
are  permitted  to  do  the  fame  thing ; fo 
that  from  time  to  time  he  is  fuffered  to 
go  on  in  this  wicked  round  without  any 
manner  of  controul.  Of  thefe  women  I 
fancy  Tibullus  fpeaks  when  he  cries  out. 

Ah  credule  genus ! Nec  fidum  femina  no- 
men. 

Ah  pereat ! didicit  fall  ere  fiqua  virum. 

There  are  others  who,  not  by  means  of 
women  but  of  themfelves,  going  up  into 
the  country  thro’  pretence  of  jurifdiftion, 
feize  men  upon  any  trifling  offence,  and 
fell  them  for  Haves. 

The  current  coin  of  this  kingdom  is  c * 
little  bits  of  glafs  coral  brought  hither 
by  the  Portuguefes , and  which  the  natives 
call  mifangas:  This  they  make  ufe  of  not 
only  for  money,  but  likewife  for  ornament, 
making  of  them  both  bracelets  and  neck- 
laces. The  forts  and  houfes  of  the  Whites  Forls  ani 
here  are  compofedof  wood  and  clay  after  bjules. 
this  manner.  Two  rows  of  ftrong  polls 
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Merolla  are  fixt  in  the  earth  about  two  fpans  afun- 
der,  and  joined  together  at  top  by  feveral 
tranfverfe  pieces  of  a fmaller  fize.  The 
fpace  between  thefe  rows  is  filled  up  with 
clay  well  beaten,  and  fmoothed  within  fide 
and  without,  and  which  being  chequer’d 
with  creafes  feem  at  firll  fight  to  be  a 
flone-wall.  The  roofs  are  made  with  reeds 
laid  over  rafters,  as  with  us.  This  is  all 
I could  obferve  of  this  country,  having 
been  but  one  day  in  it,  and  that  in  a conti- 
nual hurry  in  preparing  for  our  farther 
voyage. 

Arrival  at  After  our  departure  hence,  in  four  days 

Angola,  fail  we  reach’d  the  port  of  Angola , the 
utmoft  end  of  our  defires,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  in  about  a year  from  our  leaving  of 

Naples. 

Its  po  t.  I referve  the  defeription  of  this  city  of 
Angola  for  another  place,  intending  at 
prel'ent  to  fpeak  only  of  its  port : This 
is  as  fecure  as  famous,  being  form’d  nei- 
ther by  art  nor  nature,  but  only  by  chance, 
having  a long  flip  ol  find  thrown  up  by 
the  fea,  and  forming  a plain  ifland  about 
ten  leagues  in  length,  about  a mile  from 
the  city,  behind  which  the  fhips  ride: 
The  entrance  into  it  is  by  two  narrow  paf- 
fages  at  the  extremities  of  the  flip.  Here 
Frejh  wa-  aq  the  drinking  water  us’d  in  the  city  is 
ter‘  taken  up,  and  the  greatell  wonder  is,  that 
it  is  frefheft  at  the  flood,  and  faltefl:  at  the 
ebb.  Here,  and  no  where  elfe  on  thefe 
coafts,  are  caught  crabs  and  lobfters,  as 
Sbell-Jifb.  likewife  cuttle  fifh,  and  thofe  little  fhell- 
fifh  called  zimbi,  which  pafs  for  money. 
Heretofore  the  king  of  Congo  referved  the 
right  of  filhing  for  thefe  only  to  himfelf, 
but  now  the  Portuguefes  ufurp  that  liberty 
A plea  Jan  t Up0n  h'im.  In  the  aforefaid  pleafant  if- 
land  the  citizens  of  Angola  delight  them- 
felvcs  as  much  as  the  Neapolitans  do  in 
their  retirement  to  Pofdippo:  For  this  pur- 
pofe  they  have  feveral  little  houfes  there, 
which  being  intermix’d  with  verdant  trees 
afford  a very  delightful  profpedt.  They 
likewife  cultivate  the  earth  in  that  ifland, 
which  being  well  water’d  proves  not  a little 
fertile. 

Landings.  Being  got  into  port,  and  our  arrival 
known,  the  governor  immediately  gave 
notice  thereof  to  our  father  fuperior , 
who  forthwith  fent  father  Jofeph  da  Sejlri , 
and  father  Francis  da  Pavia  to  bring  us 
afhore.  At  our  landing  in  the  city  I could 
perceive  joy  in  every  countenance  on  the 
occafion,  and  which  was  feconded  by  the 
great  civilities  (hewn  us  by  the  citizens ; 
for  as  we  pafs’d  by  their  houfes,  they  not 
only  fent  us  Umbrella's  to  defend  us  from 
the  fcorching  heat,  but  likewife  to  honour 
us.  Being  come  to  the  church,  our  fathers 
fang  Te  Deum  for  our  fafe  arrival.  For 
eight  days  together  we  received  vifits  and 


treats  from  the  principal  perfons  of  the  ci- 
ty, in  return  whereof  we  prefenced  them 
with  fome  fmall  relicks  brought  from  Italy , 
which  were  neverthelefs  accepted  with  a 
great  deal  of  devotion  and  thanks.  The  r 
accuffomed  ceremony  ufed  at  the  arrival  on  tpat " 
of  miflioners  or  a prefect,  was  not  fhewn  occafion. 
for  us,  by  reafon  that  we  .were  only  three. 

The  ceremony  is  this.  No  fooner  is  the 
news  fpread  abroad  that  there  are  feveral 
Capuchin  miflioners  come  into  port,  but 
our  brethren  accompanied  by  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  the  city  go  out  to  meet  them: 

Having  received  them  into  a barge,  they 
condudt  them  afhore,  where  are  polled  a 
great  number  of  white  finging-boys  drefs’d 
like  Capuchins , who  going  before  in  pro- 
ceflion  fing  all  the  way  to  the  church, 
and  afterwards  perform  Te  Deum  there: 

Then  the  governor,  and  all  the  clergy, 
and  laity  of  the  place  come  to  pay  them 
their  refpedts. 

In  about  a fortnight’s  time  I was  obliged  Departure 
to  depart  from  hence  with  fome  of  our  on  our 
fathers,  who  altho’  they  had  been  here  above  m‘Aion‘ 
nine  months,  were  not  yet  gone  out  on 
their  million,  and  that  by  reafon  of  their 
expedting  the  heat  fhould  abate,  which 
it  feems  it  is  wont  to  do  about  this  month  of 
May  juft  contrary  to  our  country,  where 
the  cool  weather  begins  with  September 
rains.  Father  Jofeph  Maria  da  Baffelto , a 
man  of  great  learning  and  experience,  chofe 
me  for  his  companion  in  his  million  to 
Sogno,  and  afk’d  me  of  our  prefect,  father 
Paul  Francis  da  Portomauritio.  Tho’  I found 
my  felf  not  altogether  recover’d  of  my  lalt 
fatigue,  yet  confidering  the  eafielt  way  of 
travelling  was  by  fea,  as  alfo  that  this  mif- 
fion  of  Sogno  was  not  only  the  ancientell, 
but  likewife  the  befb  we  had,  thro’  the 
commodioufnefs  of  its  river,  and  the  dif- 
pofition  of  its  inhabitants,  I readily  con- 
tented to  accompany  this  father  thither. 
Hereupon  the  day  appointed  for  our  de- 
parture being  come  we  went  on  board  a 
lkiff",  and  in  four  days  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Zaire , the  port  of  Sogno.  Ac 
our  entring  this  river  the  wind  blew  fo  hard, 
and  the  waves  rofe  fo  high,  that  we  were 
not  a little  afraid  of  being  loft.  At  length 
having  weathered  the  firlt  point,  we  fpy’d 
fome  filhermen  ready  as  we  thought  to 
aflift  us,  but  expedled  to  be  called ; yet 
we  taking  them  for  heathens,  and  fearing 
that  inftead  of  helping  they  might  rather 
hinder  us  by  their  forceries,  gave  them  no 

fign- 

My  companion  conjur’d  the  winds  and  ^ ^ 
feas,  but  I having  laid  my  prayers  betook  ^ire. 
rnyfelf  to  an  oar,  at  which  I tugg’d  heartily 
for  lome  time,  till  at  length  by  the  foie 
mercy  of  God  we  were  courteoufly  re- 
ceived into  the  embraces  of  the  river.  Af- 
ter 
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ter  having  pafs’d  the  firft  reach,  our  fouls 
began  to  revive,  and  we  took  pleafure  in 
calling  our  eyes  about  towards  both  ffiores, 
which  feem’d  to  be  ftrew’d  with  vegeta- 
ble emeralds;  or  might  be  taken  at  firft 
fight  rather  for  the  induftrious  workman- 
Ihip  of  Pallas,  than  the  capricious  produdt 
of  nature.  The  water  alfo  appeared  more 
like  a cryftal  caufway,  than  any  part  of 
the  inconftant  element.  As  we  row’d  along 
the  winding  banks  of  this  river,  we  were 
continually  ffirowded  with  trees  called  man- 
gas, not  unlike  the  royal  laurels:  Thefe 
trees  at  the  joining  of  each  branch  fprout 
forth  a long  hanging  root,  which  at  length 
reaching  the  mud,  and  taking  root  (hoots 
up  anew,  and  in  a ftiort  time  of  one  tree 
forms  a kind  of  a little  wood,  in  a man- 
ner that  you  can  hardly  diftinguifh  the 
fuckers  from  the  plant.  I was  (hewn  one 
of  thefe  trees  wither’d  and  decay’d,  and 
was  informed  that  a certain  bifhop  of 
Congo  having  been  ill  treated  by  fome  of 
thefe  people,  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs 
upon  it,  whereupon  it  immediately  dy’d 
like  the  fig-tree  curfed  by  our  Saviour. 
Defcripti - Altho’  my  bufinefs  fhould  be  to  write 

«n  of  it.  only  what  I obferved  in  my  voyage,  and 
not  to  take  notice  of  other  matters,  yet 
cannot  I forbear  fpeaking  of  fome  particu- 
lars relating  to  this  large  and  famous  river: 
Its  mouth  then  is  about  ten  leagues  wide, 
tho*  fome  writers  will  needs  have  it  to  be 
thirty  ; but  their  miftake  I prefume  arifes 
from  including  the  mouth  of  another  branch 
of  it,  not  far  diftant  from  the  former.  The 
waters  of  this  river  are  fomething  yellowifh, 
by  which  they  are  known  above  thirty 
leagues  at  fea,  and  which  was  likewife  the 
caufe  of  this  country’s  being  firft  difco- 
ver’d  ; for  the  king  of  Portugal  Don  John 
II.  having  fent  a fleet  under  the  command 
of  Don  Diego  Cano  to  make  difcoveries 
on  this  fouthern  coaft  of  Africa,  that  ad- 
miral guefs’d  at  the  nearnefs  of  the  land 
Occafiontfby  nothing  fo  much  as  by  the  complexion 
its  name,  of  the  waters  of  Zaire ; and  putting  into 
it,  he  alked  of  the  Negroes  what  river  and 
country  that  was ; who  not  underftanding 
him  anfwer’d,  Zevoco , which  in  the  Con- 
golan  tongue  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  I can't 
tell:  From  whence  tho’  the  word  be  cor- 
rupted, it  has  been  fince  called  Zairo.  Af- 
ter this  on  one  of  the  points  of  this  river 
the  Portuguefes  firft  planted  a crofs  of  fine 
marble,  which  fome  time  after  being  found 
out  by  the  Hollanders , they  out  of  envy 
broke  it  to  pieces ; neverthelefs  fo  much 
remained  of  it  when  I was  there,  as  to 
difcover  plainly  the  Portuguefe  arms  on  the 
ruins  of  the  hafts,  with  an  infcription  un- 
der them  in  Gothick  chara&ers,  tho’  not 
Congo  eafy  to  read. 

difcover'd  The  firft  difcovery  of  this  part  of  the 
1485.  Vol.  L 
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world  by  the  Portuguefes  happen’d  in  theMER°n.A 
year,  fo  fortunate  for  them,  1485.  and  be- 
caufe  they  had  been  fo  courteoufly  receiv’d 
by  the  Negroes , and  admitted  among  them 
with  fo  many  tokens  of  love  and  affe&ion, 
this  kingdom  of  Congo  has  never  yet  been 
fubjefted  by  the  Whites , when  it  far’d 
quite  contrary  with  the  queen  of  Singa  and 
others.  The  firft  religious  perfons  that  fet  pirp 
footing  there,  were  three  Dominican  friars,  0n  hither. 
as  is  teftified  by  father  Maffeus  a jefuit, 
in  the  firft  book  of  his  hiftory  of  the  In- 
dies. One  of  thefe  was  kill’d  by  the  Gi- 
aghi  at  the  time  when  they  over-ran  the 
kingdom  of  Congo,  and  routed  the  Congo- 
lan  army  under  the  condu£l  of  their  gene- 
ral Zimbo.  This  barbarian  of  a conqueror 
amongft  other  fpoils  feiz’d  upon  the  fa- 
cred  veftments  and  utenfils  of  this  unhappy 
friar,  and  not  contented  with  the  bare  pof- 
feflion  of  them,  would  needs  ridicule  and 
profane  them  by  putting  them  on,  as  like- 
wife by  appearing  at  the  head  of  his  fol- 
lowers with  the  chalice  in  his  hand.  As 
for  the  other  two  miflioners,  they  dy’d  in 
a lhort  time  after  their  arrival,  through 
the  exceflive  heat  of  the  climate,  which  is 
often  fatal  to  us  Europeans. 

To  thefe  fucceeded  twelve  Francifcans  of  Thefecond. 
the  order  of  Obfervants,  who  were  carry’d 
hither  by  the  fame  Don  Diego  Cano  in  his 
third  voyage  into  thefe  parts.  Some  at- 
tribute the  whole  converfion  of  this  coun- 
try to  thefe  fathers,  not  allowing  that  the 
three  that  were  there  before  through  the 
(hortnefs  of  their  continuance,  could  have 
time  to  do  any  thing  towards  it.  But  for 
my  part  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  next  to 
impolfible,  thofe  who  had  been  courteouf- 
ly received,  and  who  found  the  people  fo 
eafy  to  be  wrought  upon,  fhould  not  con- 
vert many  of  them  before  they  dy’d.  Like- 
wife it  is  certain  that  the  friar  that  was 
killed  by  the  Giaghi  had  been  chaplain  to 
the  Congolan  army,  and  confequently  was 
in  a poft  to  do  with  them  even  what  he 
pleafed.  Neverthelefs  not  to  carry  the  ar- 
gument farther,  let  me  be  allow’d  to  fay, 
that  it  is  probable  the  firft  friars  might  fow 
the  feed,  and  that  the  laft  were  thofe  that 
cultivated  and  caufed  it  to  flourifh. 

Several  other  evangelical  labourers  had  Other  mif- 
been  fent  out  from  time  to  time  into  this-^f^ 
vineyard,  and  at  length  at  the  requeft  of pj.tu 
Don  Alvaro  fixth  king  of  Congo  made  to 
pope  Urban  the  eighth,  that  his  holinels  x 

would  be  pleafed  to  fend  fome  mor tCapuchin 
miflioners  into  his  kingdom,  there  were 
others  fent  with  letters  patents  from  the  faid 
pope  in  the  year  1 640.  although  through 
the  many  rubs  and  difficulties  they  met 
with,  partly  occafioned  by  Philip  the 
third  king  of  Spain's  death,  and  the  feiz- 
ing  of  the  crown  of  Portugal  by  the  duke 
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Merolla  o hBraganza,  they  did  not  arrive  till  the  year 
1645.  which  wras  under  the  pontificate  of 
pope  Innocent  the  tenth,  and  in  the  reign 
of  Con  Garcia  the  fecond,  fuccefior  to  the 
before-named  Don  Alvaro.  Thefe  fathers 
entring  the  river  Zaire , the  firft  place 
they  landed  at  was  the  country  of  Sogno, 
where  they  were  received  with  extraordi- 
nary demonftrations  of  love  and  joy  by 
the  people,  efpecially  by  the  count,  who 
went  out  to  meet  them  many  miles  from 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  affifted  with 
them  at  mafs  with  great  devotion  in  the 
church  of  Pinda,  a town  near  the  mouth 
of  Zaire , adorning  their  altars  moreover 
with  the  richeft  furniture  in  his  wardrobe. 
Hither  flocked  an  infinite  number  of  peo- 
ple upon  this  occafion,  as  well  out  of  cu- 
riofity  to  fee  thefe  new  apoftles  (whofe 
awful  deportment  filled  them  with  wonder 
and  amazement)  as  to  vie  with  each  other 
which  ffiould  ffiew  molt  obedience  to  the 
gofpel.  But  this  is  no  wonder,  fince  the 
firft  converts  made  by  the  aforefaid  Fran- 
ciscan friars  were  the  Sognefes , and  who  ftill 
feemed  to  have  lively  impreflions  left  upon 
them  of  their  former  inftrudtions.  The 
firft  that  were  baptized  among  thefe  Ne- 
groes were  the  count  and  one  of  his  fons, 
whereof  the  former  had  the  name  given 
him  of  Don  Emanuel , and  the  other  of 
Don  Antonio.  This  Emanuel  dying,  befides 
the  funeral  commonly  made  for  other  counts, 
he  had  a particular  ceremony  paid  to  his  me- 
mory every  year  after,  and  which  I my  felf 
have  more  than  once  performed  on  his  ac- 
count. After  the  count  of  Sogno,  the  king 
and  queen  of  Congo , together  with  their  eldeft 
fon,  were  prevailed  upon  to  be  baptized, 
the  two  former  taking  the  names  of  Don 
John  and  Donna  Eleonora , the  king  and 
queen  of  Portugal , and  the  latter  that  of 
the  king’s  fon  the  Infante.  Thus  began 
the  Chriftian  faith  to  be  firft  eftablilhed  in 
thefe  parts,  and  which  has  been  all  along 
fince  maintained  through  the  grace  of 
God,  and  by  the  labours  of  feveral  poor 
miflioners  fucceffively  fent  in  the  fervice  of 
the  gofpel. 

Farther  But  let  us  return  to  fpeak  farther  of  the 
de/cription  river  Zaire.  This  river  is  commonly  faid 
»f  Zaire-  to  take  its  rife  in  the  kingdom  of  Matam- 
ba , fubjedl  to  the  queen  of  Singa , which 
kingdom  being  altogether  governed  by  the 
female  fex,  I may  number  it  among  thofe 
nations  defcribed  by  Claudian  in  Eulro p. 
lib.  I.  f.  323. 

Medis , levibufque  Sabceis 

Imperat  hie  ferns , reginarumq \ fub  armis 

Barbarice  pars  magna  jacet. 

In  this  Matamba  there  is  a vaft  collecti- 
on of  water,  which  dividing  itfelf  into  two 


principal  ftreams,  one  runs  through  Ethi- 
opia, and  in  this  river  Zaire , and  the  other 
flows  towards  Egypt , being  the  Nile : This 
laft  was  formerly  adored  by  the  Egyptians 
as  a god,  and  that  becaufe  of  their  being 
not  able  to  find  out  its  fource,  imagining 
that  therefore  it  had  none.  I believe  the 
caufe  why  they  could  not  difeover  its  head, 
was  by  reafon  they  could  not  go  far  up  it, 
being  hindered  by  the  cataracts  which  fall 
in  fuch  a dreadful  manner,  that  they  at 
the  fame  time  offend  both  the  eye  and  the 
ear.  In  this  vaft  lake  before-mentioned, 
before  it  divides  it  felf  into  the  aforefaid 
rivers,  are  to  be  found  feveral  water-mon-  Monjlers. 
fters,  amongft  which  there  is  one  fort  which 
differs  from  human  kind  only  in  want  of 
reafon  and  fpeech.  Father  Francis  da  Pa- 
via, one  of  our  miflioners  living  in  this 
country,  would  by  no  means  believe  that 
there  were  any  fuch  monfters  in  this  lake, 
affirming  they  were  only  illufions  devis’d 
by  the  Negroes ; whereupon  the  queen  of 
Singa  being  informed  of  his  infidelity,  in- 
vited him  one  day  to  go  a fifliing  for  them  : 

Scarce  had  the  fiffiermen  thrown  in  their 
nets,  but  they  difeovered  thirteen  upon 
the  furface  of  the  water,  whereof  they  could 
neverthelefs  take  but  one  female,  which 
was  big  with  young.  The  colour  of  this 
fiffi  was  black,  it  had  long  black  hair  and 
large  nails  upon  very  long  fingers,  which 
perhaps  were  given  it  by  nature  to  help 
its  fwimming : It  lived  not  above  twenty 
four  hours  out  of  the  water,  and  during  all 
that  time  would  not  tafte  any  the  leaft  food 
that  was  offered  it. 

Throughout  all  the  river  Zaire  there  is  ^e-™erf  ^ 
to  be  found  the  mermaid , which  from  the  ’Af 
middle  upwards  has  fome  refemblance  of  a tues . 
woman,  as  in  its  breaft,  nipples,  hands, 
and  arms,  but  downwards  it  is  altogether 
a fiffi,  ending  in  a long  tail  forked : Its  head 
is  round,  and  face  like  to  that  of  a calf: 

It  has  a large  ugly  mouth,  little  ears,  and 
round  full  eyes:  Upon  its  back  it  has  a 
large  hide  tack’d,  perforated  in  feveral 
places.  This  hide  or  flein  feems  to  have 
been  defign’d  by  nature  in  a fort  of  man- 
tle to  cover  it,  being  contrived  either  to 
open  or  ffiut.  The  ribs  of  this  fiffi  are 
proper  to  ftench  blood,  but  the  greateft 
of  its  phyfical  virtues  lies  in  two  little  bones 
in  its  ears.  I have  eat  of  this  fiffi  divers 
times,  and  it  feems  to  be  well-reliflied, 
and  not  unlike  fwines-fleffi,  which  its  en- 
trails likewife  referable.  For  this  reafon  the 
Negroes  name  it  ngullk  d mafa  (the  water- 
fow)  but  the  Portuguefes  call’d  it  piexe  mol- 
ker  (the  woman-filh.)  Altho’  it  feeds  on 
the  herbs  that  grow  on  the  fides  of  the  ri- 
ver, yet  does  it  not  neverthelefs  ever  go  out 
of  the  water,  but  only  hold  its  head  out. 

For  the  moft  part  it  is  to  be  taken  only 

when 
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when  it  rains,  for  then  the  water  being  dif- 
turbed  it  cannot  fo  well  difcern  the  ap- 
proach of  filhermen.  Thofe  that  go  to 
take  them  have  a little  boat  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  in  which  they  paddle  up  foftly  till 
they  come  to  the  place  where  the  fifh  lies, 
and  which  they  know  by  the  motion  it  caufes 
in  the  water ; then  having  a lance  ready, 
they  immediately  dart  it  with  all  their  force 
into  her,  and  if  through  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  boat,  or  for  want  of  ftrength,  they 
cannot  hold  her,  they  let  go  the  lance  and 
leave  the  fifh  at  liberty,  well  knowing  that 
being  exceeding  long  the  lance  mull  necef- 
farily  difcover  where  fhe  flies  with  it.  But 
if  on  the  other  hand  they  can  maintain  their 
ftroke  with  another  lance,  they  dart  a fe- 
cond  time,  by  which  means  at  laft  they  ea- 
fily  tire  and  take  the  fifh.  After  the  fame 
manner,  but  with  lefs  trouble  they  take 
pilchards,  which  are  fat,  and  as  large  as 
herrings,  and  they  have  no  other  way  to 
take  them  but  this.  I fhould  have  told 
you  what  fort  of  fa'fhioned  lances  thefe 
were,  becaufe  they  differ  fomething  from 
ours  of  Europe ; they  have  a very  long 
round  ftaff  made  of  wood,  but  as  hard  as 
iron,  round,  and  fo  thick,  that  as  many 
darts  are  made  fail  to  it  a fmall  diftance 
from  one  another,  that  they  take  up  fix  or 
feven  fpans  in  compafs. 

‘Thefea-  There  is  alfo  in  this  river  the  water  or 
horfe  and  fea-horfe,  as  large  as  two  land  ones : he 
tuesir~  ^as  ^lort  thick  legs,  round  feet,  a large 
wide  mouth,  with  a double  row  of  hook 
teeth,  and  long  tufks  befides  in  the  lower 
jaw  like  to  thofe  of  a large  wild  boar, 
with  which  when  he  is  in  fury  he  tears 
whatever  comes  near  him.  As  I was  once 
failing  along  this  river,  I faw  one  of  thefe 
horfes  floating  near  our  boat,  and  neigh- 
ing like  a horfe,  of  which  he  has  great  re- 
femblance : a-nights  he  goes  afhore  to  feed, 
but  in  the  day-time  he  keeps  for  the  moft 
part  clofe  in  the  water;  but  wherefoever 
they  are,  the  female  is  always  at  hand,  in 
whofe  defence  the  male  fights  defperately  ; 
and  when  the  female  is  with  young,  or  has 
lately  dropt  her  colt  (which  fhe  generally 
does  in  the  fens  where  there  is  but  little 
water)  the  male  is  moft  furious,  and  being 
exceeding  jealous  will  affault  the  barks  as 
they  pafs  along  the  river,  and  fometimes  if 
they  be  fmall  overturn  them  with  his  heels : 
this  makes  thofe  that  know  his  nature  to 
avoid  the  marfhes  at  that  time,  not  caring 
how  far  they  go  about,  fo  they  can  but 
have  their  paflfage  fafe.  The  time  to  hunt 
them  is  a-nights,  when  they  go  to  feed 
upon  the  land  : then  the  hunters  block  up 
their  way  back  to  the  river  with  boats, 
and  afterwards  wait  for  their  return.  Be- 
ing returned,  they  let  fly  their  arrows  at 
them  like  hail ; but  woe  be  to  him  that 


happens  to  be  in  any  one  of  their  ways  Mrrolla 
after  being  wounded,  for  he  will  then  af- 
furedly  tear  him  to  pieces,  if  they  have  not 
trees  to  fave  themfelves  on,  which  they 
generally  take  care  to  procure.  Sometimes 
thefe  creatures  will  fly  away  after  they  are 
wounded,  and  not  finding  a paffage  open 
to  the  river,  will  run  to  the  next  precipice, 
and  leap  off  from  thence  into  the  water, 
whereby  they  break  their  legs,  and  then 
are  eafily  taken.  The  flefh  of  thefe  ani- 
mals is  little  valued,  being  generally  efteem- 
ed  food  for  the  meaner  fort  of  people,  al- 
lowed by  divines  to  be  fifh  becaufe  they 
live  and  breed  in  the  water,  tho’  they 
feed  on  land.  The  yard  of  the  male,  and 
the  two  ftones  found  in  his  ears,  as  large  as 
hen-eggs,  are  good  to  diffolve  the  ftone,  as 
well  in  the  kidneys  as  the  bladder.  This 
laft  is  likewife  a remedy  againft  a ftoppage 
of  urine,  being  pulverized  and  diffolved  in 
fair  water,  and  given  about  a fpoonful  at  a 
time.  As  I was  once  going  up  this  river, 

I oblerved  in  a low  ifland  hard  by,  feveral 
fmall  houfes  fet  upon  flakes,  about  ten 
foot  from  the  ground,  with  a ladder  at  the 
door  to  draw  up  and  let  down.  Having 
inquired  what  thefe  meant,  I was  told  that 
they  were  built  in  that  manner  to  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  from  being  injured  by 
the  fea-horfes,  that  always  feed  thereabouts 
a-nights.  The  like  fort  of  houfes  I have 
feen  near  the  forefts,  to  prevent  the  ravage 
of  lions  and  tigers  : but  what  makes  me 
wonder  moft  of  all  is,  at  the  name  of  thefe 
fea-horfes,  it  being  their  nature  to  keep 
always  out  of  the  falt-water,  which  they 
hate  and  cannot  fubfift  in. 

Here  are  no  crocodiles  as  in  other  rivers,  Other fijh. 
but  there  are  neverthelefs  feveral  kinds  of 
excellent  fifh  which  are  taken  various  ways, 
though  never  in  any  great  number,  by 
reafon  of  the  flothfulnefs  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  naturally  enemies  to  hard  labour. 

The  right  of  fifhing  with  nets  is  wholly  re- 
ferved  to  the  prince,  who  neverthelefs  is  ac- 
cuftomed  to  give  leave  to  do  it  to  any  that 
will  afk  it  of  him  ; and  when  he  wants  fifh, 
he  fends  his  fervants  with  his  own  nets  for  it. 

Having  failed  up  this  river,  about  mid-  Progrefs 
night  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Pinda , up  the  ri- 
twelve  miles  from  the  fea.  landing  imme-  ver,  and 
diately,  we  retired  to  a church,  the  firft  an  ‘”s’ 
built  here  by  the  Portuguefes , and  dedica- 
ted to  the  Virgin  Mary  whofe  ftatue  of 
Bajfo-relievo  is  conftantly  worfhipped  every 
funday  by  a vaft  number  of  Negroes  who 
flock  hither  for  that  purpofe.  Here  like- 
wife was  formerly  a convent  of  our  order, 
but  by  reafon  of  the  badnefs  of  the  air,  be- 
ing too  near  the  river,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vilable  to  remove  it  to  the  city  of  Segno 
where  the  count  refides,  about  two  miles 
off.  Hither  we  went  next  morning  with  a 

great 
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MgROLLAgreat  deal  of  willingnefs,  though  I could 
not  fay  I had  wanted  for  fatisfaiftion  all  the 
Reception  waY  I came  up  this  river.  Being  got  to 
by  the  our  convent,  the  count  came  immediately 
count.  thither  to  congratulate  and  welcome  our 
arrival,  and  that  more  efpecially  on  account 
of  my  companion  who  had  been  there  three 
years  before.  After  his  vifit  he  ordered  us 
a prefent  of  feveral  things  of  the  product 
of  the  country.  In  this  our  convent  we 
found  only  one  prieft  named  father  Paul 
da  Varefe,  and  he  returned  to  Loanda  in  a 
few  days  in  the  fame  fkiff  that  brought  us ; 
there  remaining  then  with  us  only  a lay- 
brother,  one  Leonard  da  Nardo , an  old  man 
of  a good  life,  and  extraordinarily  well 
verfedin  the  cuftomsof  the  country,  thro’ 
the  long  ftay  he  had  made  there. 

Applicati-  We  now  began  forthwith  to  apply  our 
on  to  bu-  felves  to  the  bufinefs  of  our  million,  and 
finefs-  it  fell  to  my  lhare  to  celebrate  the  firft  mafs ; 

but  not  knowing  much  of  the  language,  I 
could  not  pretend  to  preach  in  publick. 

I therefore  haftily  compofed  a Ihort  fermon, 
and  preached  it  in  the  congregation  ad- 
joining to  our  church,  which  confifts  of 
the  better  fort  of  perfons,  and  who  gene- 
rally underftand  fomething  of  Portuguefe. 
Out  of  fome  of  this  congregation  ’tis  that 
the  counts  are  moftly  chofen,  provided 
they  are  of  the  Sangre  de  Cagera , as  they 
call  it,  which  is  an  expreffion  borrowed 
from  Portuguefe , and  fignifies,  The  blood  of 
the  throne.  My  companion  always  preach- 
ed publickly  every  holiday  ; but  we  were 
fain  to  fay  mafs  late,  becaufe  of  the  count 
and  his  followers,  who  never  came  till  then. 
He  always  came  in  great  pomp,  being  bet- 
ter attended  than  any  prince  of  the  lower 
A Ethiopia  is  wont  to  be.  The  fifth  funday 
after  JVhitfuntide  it  happened,  that  when  I 
was  juft  ready  to  come  out  to  fay  mafs,  the 
count  came  in.  My  companion,  and  fupe- 
rior,  prefently  fpied  him,  and  turning  to 
me,  bid  me  preach  that  fermon  in  publick, 
which  I had  prepared  for  the  private  con- 
gregation, that  the  count  might  not  go 
without  a fermon  on  that  day.  I began  to 
fhrug  up  my  Ihoulders,  and  to  excufe  it, 
not  thinking  myfelf  yet  qualified  to  fpeak 
in  publick  ; till  at  length  he  bid  me  obey, 
and  God  would  aflift  me.  I began  mafs  ; 
and  after  the  gofpel,  the  ufual  time  of 
preaching,  took  for  my  text  the  words  of 
the  commandments,  Thou  fhalt  not  kill. 
From  this  text  I took  occafion  to  inveigh 
againft  wizards,  who  bear  a mighty  fway 
in  this  country,  proving.  That  it  was  much 
worfe  to  kill  the  foul , by  inclining  it  to  diabo- 
lical illuflons,  than  to  murder  the  body.  Now 
becaufe  I often  repeated  the  word  kill  in  my 
fermon,  the  people  began  to  give  a great 
hum.  I neverthelefs  went  on,  and  was  ra- 
ther encouraged  thereby  to  exaggerate  the 
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heinoufnefs  of  the  offence,  than  affrighted 
from  fpeaking  againft  it.  But  the  more  I 
raifed  my  voice,  the  greater  was  the  mur- 
mur, I might  have  faid  clamour-,  the  count 
only  all  this  while  continued  filent.  At 
length  the  fermon*  being  ended,  and  the 
fubftance  of  it  explained  by  the  interpreter 
according  to  cuftom,  I and  my  fuperior 
were  in  a thoufand  doubts  about  this  hum- 
ming. We  enquired  of  every  one  we  met 
concerning  it,  yet  none  durft  fatisfy  us 
therein  ; but  all  went  away  fmiling.  When 
all  the  reft  were  gone, we  took  one  into  the 
houfe,  and  treating  him  with  aqua  vitce  and 
roll  tobacco,  intreated  him  to  tell  us  the 
caufe  of  the  difturbance  in  the  church,  be- 
lieving it  could  not  be  caufed  by  the  fer- 
mon, in  which  nothing  was  to  be  condemn- 
ed, either  as  to  the  fubjedl  or  language. 

The  difcourfe,  faid  he,  was  moft  excellent , 
though  not  defigned  by  the  father  ■,  for  the  -peo- 
ple, though  not  welljkilled  in  the  Portuguefe 
language. , imagine  that  the  fathers  miffioners 
know  all  that  has  happened , and  that  hum 
was  a token  of  their  approbation , they  having 
taken  his  words  in  another  fenfe.  Pray  tell 
me  what  has  happened,  laid  F.Jofepb:  I 
will  fo , replied  he  ; but  take  notice , there  is 
no  lefs  penalty  than  death  for  him  that  difco- 
vers  it  to  the  miffioners , and  therefore  your 
reverence  mufl  take  care  that  you  do  not  make 
me  lofe  my  life.  Being  alfured  we  would 
keep  his  fecret,  he  proceeded  thus  •,  Tour 
reverence  muft  then  know , that  in  the  time  of 
holy  week , father  Paul  da  Varefe  officiating 
in  the  church , great  multitudes  of  this  princi- 
pality flocked  hither  from  all  parts  to  join  with 
him  in  devotion.  At  the  fame  time  the  devil , 
who  is  never  wanting  to  promote  his  interefl  as 
often  as  he  fees  occafion , took  the  opportunity 
to  put  it  in  the  count's  and  his  relations  head , 
that  feveral  of  this  congregation , under  pre- 
tence of  religion , were  met  together  with  a 
treacherous  deflgn.  Hereupon  a great  num- 
ber of  the  count's  vaflals  and  friends  being  af- 
fembled  to  wifh  him  a merry  Eafter,  that 
prince  ordered  them  to  fee  the  oath  taken  (what 
this  oath  is  fhall  be  explained  hereafter)  by 
fuch  and  fuch  as  he  then  pointed  out  in  three 
feveral  places  of  his  dominions , and  whereby 
(continued  he)  there  are  many  already  dead , 
and  more  and  more  die  thereof  every  day.  Is 
it  fo?  (quoth  father  Jofeph)  for  the  future 
you  fhall  have  no  reafon  to  fear  any  more  dy- 
ing by  thefe  means.  JSt 'either  fhall  you  (faid  he 
to  the  Negro ) be  in  any  danger  for  your  dif- 
covery  of  thefe  devilifh practices.  The  fecond 
mafs  after  the  fame  father  preached,  and 
refuming  the  fubjedt  which  I had  been  upon 
before,  took  occafion  from  thence  to  hint 
fomething  againft  this  fcandal. 

Towards  night  we  both  went  to  court,  phe  au - 
and  defired  private  audience  of  the  count;  thor goes 
which  was  readily  granted  us.  The  firft  t0  (ourU 
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that  began  with  him  was  my  companion 
father  Jofepb,  who  warmly  reprefented  to 
him,  That  being  a Chriftian , be  bad  behaved 
himfelf  like  a pagan , commanding  thofe  peo- 
ple to  make  fuch  a devilijh  oath  on  a ground- 
lefs  fufpicion.  To  this  fmart  charge  the 
count  at  fird  gave  no  anfwer,  being  no 
doubt  furprized  with  fo  unexpected  a re- 
proof ; but  indead  thereof,  though  a Black , 
became  almoft  pale,  and  thereby  convinced 
us  at  the  fame  time  both  of  his  guilt  and 
remorfe.  This  drange  and  fudden  altera- 
tion put  me  in  mind  of  what  the  poet  faid 
of  queen  Dido. 

■ ' Maculifque  trementes 

Interfufa  genas , & pallida  morte  futurd. 

Virg.  1.  4.  iEneid. 

I cannot  believe , added  the  father,  that  don 
Antonio  Bareto  da  Silva  (fo  was  this  prince’s 
name)  could  do  this  of  his  own  head , but  ra- 
ther imagine  it  to  have  been  contrived  by  his 
counfellors  or  relations.  The  poor  count  im- 
mediately fell  on  his  knees,  weeping  and 
lamenting  like  another  David  before  Na- 
than the  prophet,  and  confeffing  his  crime 
in  the  following  words  ; Truly  (faid  he)  I 
have  been  exceedingly  to  blame , in  ordering  fo 
barbarous  a left  of  my  fubjebis  loyalty:  but 
fince  I have  finned  like  David,  like  him  I alfo 
begpardon.  To  which  father  Jofeph  replied 
in  the  words  of  St.  Ambrofe  fpoken  to  Theo- 
dofius  the  emperor,  Since  you  have  imitated 
a king  in  his  fin , follow  him  in  his  repentance. 
The  effeCt  of  this  was,  that  the  count  the 
fame  night  countermanded  his  orders,  and 
thereby  all  further  mifchief  was  prevented. 
Manner  of  The  aforefaid  oath  bolungo  is  admini- 
giving  an  ftered  to  the  fuppoied  traitor,  by  a fort  of 
oath.  wizard  called  Cangazumbo , who  making  a 
certain  compofition  out  of  herbs,  ferpents 
flefh,  pulp  of  fruit,  and  divers  other  things, 
gives  it  to  the  fuppofed  delinquent  to  drink, 
who  if  guilty  (as  they  tell  you)  will  imme- 
diately fall  down  in  a fwoon,  or  trembling, 
to  the  ground,  infomuch  that  if  they  did 
not  prefently  give  him  an  antidote,  he 
would  infalliby  die  away  ; but  if  not  guilty, 
no  harm  would  happen  to  him.  A mani- 
feft  and  open  cheat  this,  though  not  dif- 
covered  through  the  blindnefs  of  this  peo- 
ple •,  for  the  wizard  in  cafe  he  has  a mind 
to  acquit  the  accufed,  omits  thofe  ingre- 
dients in  the  compofition  which  he  puts  in 
Ateg  r,f  w^iere  defigns  to  condemn  him.  This 
loyalty  order  from  the  count  was  an  abfolutely 
new  thing,  and  never  praCtifed  before ; for 
he  had  commanded  every  one  of  his  fub- 
jeCts,  not  excepting  any,  to  go  to  one  of 
thofe  three  places  where  thefe  minifters  of 
the  devil  refide,  and  there  to  undergo  a 
ted  of  their  loyalty,  after  the  following 
manner : the  fuppofed  traitor  was  made  to 
look  into  a great  vat  of  water,  wherein  if 
VOL.  I, 


he  fell  he  had  immediately  his  head  druck  Merolla 
off ; but  if  he  was  innocent,  he  came  away 
fafe  and  found.  Whence  it  proceeded  that 
they  did,  or  did  not  fall,  time  mud  dif- 
cover  5 but  they  that  performed  this  work 
being  heathens,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that 
they  poifoned  the  water. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  thefe  other 
oaths  or  teds,  give  me  leave  to  inform  you  forts  of 
of  feveral  other  forts  now  in  ufe  among  oat^s- 
thefe  wicked  people  : one  of  thefe  is  called 
chilumbo , and  which  might  rather  be  faid 
to  be  applied  than  adminiitered  ; for  the 
perfon  accufed  hath  a red  hot  iron  paded 
over  his  naked  leg;  which  if  it  caufes  any 
blider,  he  is  forthwith  thought  guilty  ; 
but  if  not,  he  is  releafed.  The  deceit  of 
this  is,  that  if  the  patient  be  determined  to 
be  acquitted,  the  fubtil  wizard  has  a cer- 
tain preparation  concealed  in  his  hand,  of 
an  exceeding  cold  nature,  with  which 
droaking  gently  over  the  part,  the  fire 
when  applied  there  lofes  its  force;  but  if 
he  be  to  be  found  guilty,  that  remedy  is 
omitted,  and  then  the  iron  is  left  to  caufe 
its  effect. 

The  following  padage  happened  when  I A ftrange 
was  in  my  midion  at  Bengo  in  the  kingdom  relatlon' 
of  Angola , on  the  account  of  my  health  : 
the  fon  of  a Mulatto  being  dck,  was  or- 
dered by  a phyfician  to  be  let  blood  ; and 
a dave  of  his  that  had  been  a furgeon,  un- 
dertaking to  perform  the  operation,  thro* 
an  undeady  guidance  of  his  lance,  happen- 
ed to  prick  an  artery,  whereby  foon  fol- 
lowed a gangreen,  and  in  a fhort  time  the 
patient  died.  The  father  of  this  youth  fup- 
pofing  that  the  dave  had  done  what  he  did 
on  purpofe,  refolved  to  have  him  undergo 
the  trial  ot  chilumbo,  and  thereupon  imme- 
diately caufed  him  to  be  feized  and  carried 
to  one  of  thofe  three  beforementioned  places 
where  the  wizards  live.  This  done,  he 
was  foon  brought  to  the  ted,  and  had  not 
only  the  red  hot  iron  paded  over  his  thigh, 
which  burnt  him  miferably  ; but  the  en- 
raged father  likewife  not  contented  with 
what  he  had  already  differed,  would  needs 
bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  after  that 
thrud  a darning  torch  feveral  times  into  his 
face.The  knowledge  of  this  coming  to  my 
ear  the  next  day,  by  means  of  a courier  be- 
longing to  the  bifhopofZo^^,who  likewife 
heightened  the  fadt,  alledging  that  the  Mu- 
latto had  moreover  burnt  the  dave  alive, 
and  afterwards  thrown  his  a*dies  into  the 
river ; I told  the  courier  that  I could  give 
no  credit  to  what  he  related,  unlefs  he 
would  bring  two  witnedes  to  vouch  the 
truth  thereof.  Hereupon  they  were  pre- 
fently produced,  but  could  only  affirm, 
that  they  faw  the  Mulatto  thrud  the  torch 
feveral  times  in  the  dave’s  face ; and  thac 
they  afterwards  heard  he  was  burnt  and 
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Merolla  thrown  into  the  river.  Upon  thefe  depo- 
fitions  I ufed  all  the  means  I could  to  get 
the  wizard  into  my  power,  that  had  per- 
formed this  hellifh  ceremony  ; but  found 
it  impoflible,  becaufe  he  had  fufpeded  I 
lhould  be  informed  of  it,  and  fo  fled  away. 
The  next  thing  I had  to  do  was  to  catch 
the  Mulatto.,  which  I foon  accomplilhed  by 
the  diligence  of  fome  fpecial  friends.  Be- 
ing brought  before  me,  he  accofted  me  af- 
ter this  manner:  I would  fain  know  (quoth 
he)  for  what  reafon  I am  brought  before  you  ? 
For  having  wickedly  burnt  your  flave  (faid  I.) 
That's  not  fo  (anfwered  he)  for  he  is  yet  alive. 
Bring  him  then  hither  (faid  I)  that  I may  fee 
whether  he  be  or  not.  Hereupon  he  imme- 
diately ordered  fome  others  of  his  flaves  to 
bring  him  in ; which  they  forthwith  did, 
but  bound  after  that  barbarous  manner, 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  loofe  him  without 
cutting  the  cords.  Then  I demanded  of 
the  Mulatto , Why  he  ufed  his  flave  fo  bar- 
baroufly  ? He  anfwered,  For  having  mur- 
dered his  only  child.  That  was  his  misfortune , 
rather  than  his  fault  (faid  I)  and  therefore  you 
have  not  done  what  you  can  juft  if y.  / will 
juftify  it  (faid  he)  before  any  magiftrate  what- 
foever.  Then  you  fhall  do  it  (replied  I)  to  the 
bifhop  of  Loanda.  And  accordingly  I or- 
dered both  him  and  his  flave  to  be  fent 
away  to  that  city.  I afterwards  heard  that 
the  faid  bilhop  had  difcharged  the  flave, 
but  fhut  up  his  mafter  in  prifon  till  he  had 
fatisfied  for  his  offence. 

Ju-ount  of  There  are  many  other  fpecies  of  this  tefl 
oaths  con-  of  chilumbo , but  which  I fhall  only  hint  at 
tinned.  here,  they  having  been  more  at  large  de- 
ferred already  by  father  Montecuccolo  in  his 
hiflorical  deferiptions. 

The  fecond  way  of  adminiftring  this  chi- 
lumbo tefl;  is,  by  taking  a tender  and  foft 
root  of  the  tree  banana , which  is  put  into 
the  mouth  of  the  perfon  accufed.  Now  if 
this  root  flick  to  his  mouth,  and  make  him 
feem  to  be  eating  of  fomething  clammy, 
then  he  is  immediately  thought  guilty,  and 
worthy  of  punifhment ; or  if  it  happen 
otherwife,  then  is  he  forthwith  difcharged. 

The  third  way  is,  by  eating  the  fruit  of 
a certain  palm  call’d  ernbd,  which  yields 
oil : this  being  firfl  tailed  by  the  wizard, 
to  fhew  that  there  is  no  danger  in  it  to  the 
innocent,  is  afterwards  poifoned  and  given 
to  the  perfon  intended  to  be  convided  ; 
but  if  that  perfon  be  wary,  and  has  a mind 
to  come  off  fafe,  he  mufl  greafe  the  fills 
of  the  diflributers,  and  by  thofe  means  may 
. cfcape. 

The  fourth  trial  is,  by  a pot  of  boiling 
water,  into  which  the  wizard  throws  a flone, 
or  any  other  thing  of  the  like  nature,  and 
then  takes  it  out  himfelf  with  his  naked 
hand,  ordering  the  reft  to  do  the  fame ; 
they  that  take  it  without  being  fealded. 


are  fuppofed  innocent,  whereas  the  con- 
trary declares  their  guilt. 

The  fifth,  and  which  is  chiefly  pradifed 
in  the  kingdom  of  Congo , is  to  clap  feveral 
fnail-fhells  to  the  accufed  perfon’s  temples » 
where  if  they  flick  he  is  condemned,  but 
if  not,  difcharged.  Let  the  reader  judge 
if  there  may  not  be  any  fallacy  in  this  way, 
or  not. 

The  fixth,  mofl  in  ufe  among  the  Blacks , 
is  to  light  a torch  made  of  a certain  bitu- 
men diftilled  from  trees,  and  to  quench  the 
fame  in  water  ; and  afterwards  to  give  that 
water  to  the  fuppofed  criminal  to  drink  j 
which,  if  he  be  guilty,  will  do  him  harm* 
but  if  not,  will  caufe  no  alteration  in  him. 

The  feventh  is  pradifed  only  by  fmiths, 
who  are  fometimes  wizards,  and  called  by 
the  natives  nole  fianzumdu.  The  manner 
of  adminiflring  this  chilumbo , is  by  heat- 
ing an  iron  red  hot,  and  afterwards  quench- 
ing it  in  water  as  before  which  water  is 
immediately  given  to  drink  to  thofe  that 
take  the  oath.  Now  if  it  is  obferved  that 
they  cannot  eafily  get  it  down,  as  it  fome- 
times happens,  through  apprehenfion  only, 
then  are  they  pronounced  guilty  without 
any  farther  proof ; or  elfe,  by  their  eafy 
fwallowing  of  it,  difcharged. 

Others  make  this  trial,  by  the  water 
wherein  their  lord’s  feet  have  been  wafhed, 
and  which  is  called  nfy-a-mafa.  The  reft 
of  the  kinds  I fhall  omit  fpeaking  of,  for 
the  reafons  before  mentioned. 

There  are  other  ways  of  difeovering  theft 
and  forcery,  as  likewife  for  abfolving  any 
that  have  taken  the  aforefaid  oaths. 

As  for  the  firfl,  a fubtil  wizard  is  com- 
mifiioned  with  the  name  of  nbaci,  who 
takes  a long  thread  in  his  hand,  either  of 
linen  or  woollen,  and  holding  one  end  him- 
felf, gives  the  other  to  hold  to  him  that  is 
the  fuppofed  thief.  This  done,  he  applies 
a red  hot  iron  to  the  middle  of  the  faid 
thread,  and  if  it  burns,  the  delinquent  is 
fined  to  the  value  ; or  if  the  theft  be  great, 
he  is  made  a flave ; but  if  otherwife,  ab- 
folved.  Whether  the  devil  has  any  hand 
in  this  I cannot  decide,  not  being  thorough- 
ly acquainted  with  the  matter  of  fad. 

Concerning  the  fecond,  to  dilcover  who 
has  been  dealing  with  the  devil,  they  make 
the  following  experiment : the  root  of  a 
certain  tree  called  ncaffa,  is  dilfolved  in  wa- 
ter ; and  after  diflolution  that  water  is  put 
up  in  vefiels,  and  given  to  the  perfon  ac- 
cufed to  drink.  Afterwards  he  is  deliver- 
ed into  the  hands  of  feveral  ltrong  men 
to  mifufe,  and  fhake  about  in  a manner, 
that  in  a very  fliort  time  he  falls  down 
in  a fwoon  i fome  imagine  that  this  is  ra- 
ther occalioned  by  poil'on  given  him  in- 
flead  of  the  faid  root.  This  tree  is  pretty 
tall,  and  of  a red  colour,  and  has  a 
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wonderful  virtue  for  curing  the  tooth-ach 
and  fore  gums.  It  is  likewife  extremely 
pernicious  to  birds  who  fly  from  it ; for  if 
they  fhould  once  fettle  on  its  boughs,  they 
would  immediately  fall  down  dead  to  the 
ground. 

As  for  the  third,  to  abfolve  from  any 
fort  of  oath,  it  is  performed  by  a minifter 
called  ganga , or  nzi,  who  rubs  the  tongue 
of  the  perfon  to  be  abfolved  with  the  fruit 
of  the  palm  that  produces  oil,  and  after 
muttering  fome  few  words  to  himfelf  he 
thereby  frees  him  from  his  oath,  and  fo 
fends  him  home  to  his  houfe. 

Laftly,  there  is  another  fort  of  trial, 
which  is  performed  not  by  the  deceitful 
hand  of  a wizard,  but  by  a perfon  of  fome 
quality,  after  the  following  manner.  Two 
obftinate  fellows  being  at  law  together,  and 
the  truth  being  hard  to  be  got  out  of  them, 
the  judge  fummons  them  both  to  appear 
before  him,  where  being  come  he  fixes  to 
each  of  their  foreheads  a fea-fhell,  and  at 
the  fame  time  commands  them  to  bow 
down  their  heads  •,  now  he  that  the  fhell 
firft  drops  from  is  taken  for  the  liar,  and 
the  other  acquitted. 

j wizard  Whilft  I was  in  Bengo  above-mentioned, 
condemn'd,  my  companion  father  Francis  daMonte  Leone, 
bdL'V  having  feized  upon  one  of  the  aforefaid 

0 ’ wizards,  fent  him  to  the  Portuguefe  gover- 
nor to  be  puniffi’d,  who  immediately  upon 
convi&ion  condemn’d  him  to  death : his 
time  of  fuffering  being  come,  he  was  ex- 
horted by  father  Francis  to  confefs  his 
crime,  but  inftead  thereof,  being  an  ob- 
ftinate fellow,  he  gave  this  anfwer  •,  What ! 
would  you  have  me  to  accufe  my  felf  where  I 
have  committed  no  crime  ? My  practice  has 
always  hitherto  been  to  do  good  to  all  men  and 
not  evil  •,  for  when  the  poor  people  of  my 
country  have  fowed , and  the  earth  became 
afterwards  dry  for  want  of  rain , if  I out  of 
mere  charity  have  caufed  the  clouds  to  dijfolve 
to  fupply  that  necefiity , was  this  a crime  ? 
If  I have  converfed  with  tigers , ferpents , 
lions , and  other  wild  animals , and  they  have 
anfwered  me,  was  there  any  harm  in  it  ? If 
at  a time  when  there  was  no  boat  to  be  found 
in  the  river,  I out  of  pure  compaffion  called 
crocodiles  to  carry  us  over,  ?nufi  this  be  ac- 
counted a fin  ? After  this  and  the  like  man- 
ner he  juftified  his  crime  for  fome  time, 
yet  however  at  length  thought  fit  to  own 
himfelf  guilty;  but  becaufe  he  had  been 
profecuted  by  a miffioner , he  was  after- 
wards pardoned  his  life,  and  fent  bound  to 
Brafiil. 

The  count  We  had  not  been  many  months  in  Sog- 

repriman-  no  before  the  people,  through  remorfe  of 
confcience,  difeovered  to  us  that  the  filter 
of  a certain  nobleman  of  that  country  cur- 
ed perfons  publickly  by  the  help  of  ma- 
gick ; and  that  moreover  to  make  her 


felf  the  better  known  for  a forcerer,  ffieMER°LLA 
went  clothed  like  a witch,  and  wore  long 
diffievell’d  hair,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of 
thefe  parts.  They  further  informed  us, 
that  lhe  frequently  had  a drum  beat  before 
her  to  publifh  her  profeftion,  and  likewife 
that  fhe  had  a fon  who  practifed  the  fame 
art,  and  lived  with  her  in  the  houfe.  This 
being  heard  by  us  with  great  abhorrence, 
we  immediately  drew  up  a charge  againft 
both  mother  and  fon,  and  at  the  fame  time 
made  ufe  of  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  get 
them  apprehended:  but  the  former  being 
timely  acquainted  with  our  defigns,  efcaped 
up  in  the  country,  while  the  latter  fell  into 
our  fnares,  and  was  fent  by  us  bound  to 
the  count.  This  prince,  notwithftanding 
our  diligence  to  feize  the  prifoner,  gave 
him  neverthelefs  fo  much  liberty,  that  he 
foon  found  means,  though  bound,  to  get 
to  his  father’s  houfe,  by  whom  he  was  in- 
ftantly  loofed,  and  fent  to  an  ifland  in  the 
Zaire  to  be  protected.  This  was  the  firft 
difpleafure  we  received  from  the  count, 
whom  we  afterwards  feverely  upbraided 
with  deftroying  the  tender  plants  of  Chri- 
ftianity  in  his  county,  and  putting  a flop 
to  all  the  good  works  we  had  begun  there  ; 
telling  him,  he  imitated  but  ill  his  prede- 
ceflor  count  Stephen,  who  after  having  ex- 
tirpated thefe  wicked  wizards  almoft  to- 
tally out  of  his  dominions , commanded 
his  governors  that  wherever  they  were 
found  at  any  time  to  have  returned,  they 
fhould  immediately  be  feized,  and  have 
their  heads  lopt  off  without  any  further 
ceremony ; and  in  cafe  any  of  his  officers 
did  not  put  this  law  in  execution,  he  was 
liable  to  the  fame  fentence.  After  this 
manner  were  our  miffioners  affifted  in  their 
endeavours  during  count  Stephen’s  reign : 
nay,  he  was  fo  zealous  in  his  affiftance, 
that  he  would  travel  about  with  them  him- 
felf, and  obfervehow  things  palled  with  his 
own  eyes ; and  if  he  found  any  whoremon- 
ger, he  would  reprove  him  in  the  follow- 
ing words : Either  this  woman  pleafes  you, 
or  not  •,  if  fioe  does  pleafe  you,  why  don’t  you 
marry  her  ? and  if  not , why  does  fhe  conti- 
nue with  you  ? 

This  reprimand  we  gave  the  count  fuc-  A cunning 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  he  feemed  afterwards tric*' 
inclinable  in  fome  meafure  to  comply  with 
our  defires,  alledging  that  he  would  wil- 
lingly bring  thofe  offenders  to  punifhment, 
but  that  he  could  not  catch  them,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  being  removed  too  far  up  into 
the  country.  Notwithftanding  the  father 
that  had  before  releafed  his  fon  without  au- 
thority, being  afraid  of  being  imprifoned 
himfelf  for  fo  doing,  thought  it  advifeable 
to  feign  himfelf  fick  to  evade  that  danger, 
and  confequently  fent  for  me  to  confefs 
him:  I immediately  complied  with  his 

defires. 
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Merolla  defires,  and  confeffed  him,  but  foon  found 
that  what  he  had  done  was  more  out  of 
hypocrify  than  fincerity ; for  it  is  a cuftom 
in  this  country,  that  where  any  perfon  has 
received  abfolution,  he  forthwith  becomes 
free  from  any  crime,  and  may  confequently 
depart  at  liberty,  though  he  were  in  hold 
before.  The  reafon  they  give  for  this  is, 
That  if  God  has  pardoned  them , how  can 
man  pretend  to  find  them  guilty  ? The  fame 
was  anfwered  us  by  the  count,  when  we 
requefted  him  upon  finding  out  the  fellow’s 
diffimulation,  to  have  him  imprifoned  again. 
Have  ye  not  abfiolved  him  ? (quoth  he)  Is  he 
not  free  ? How  then  can  I pretend  to  lay 
hands  upon  him  ? Nor  would  he  hear  any 
reafon  to  the  contrary,  becaufe  the  offender 
was  his  kinfman. 

A wizard  A while  after  the  count  fent  us  another 

retaken  Ut  t^e^e  wizarc^S,  with  an  affurance  that 
for  the  future  he  would  let  none  efcape 
that  came  into  his  power.  This  perfon  we 
immediately  carried,  into  a room  to  exa- 
mine ; but  while  my  companion  went  into 
an  adjoining  apartment  to  fetch  a paper, 
leaving  the  prifoner  for  me  and  the  inter- 
preter to  keep,  he,  notwithstanding  our 
diligence,  and  the  great  number  of  people 
in  the  next  room,  got  from  us.  A dog 
we  had  in  the  houfe  being  alarmed  at  the 
noife  immediately  run  after  him,  while  I 
by  another  way  purfued  him  fo  luckily, 
that  I foon  met  him  and  tript  up  his  heels, 
and  at  the  fame  inftant  follow’d  his  fall  and 
leapt  upon  his  back,  belabouring  him  with 
all  my  might,  notwithftanding  the  fear  the 
people  have  here  of  meddling  with  wizards, 
with  the  cord  of  my  order , invoking  all 
the  while  St.  Michael  and  the  reft  of  the 
faints  to  my  affiftance.  At  the  fame  inte- 
rim my  companion  came  in , and  could 
not  forbear  laughing  toobfervehow  luftily 
I laid  him  on.  A little  after  the  people 
that  had  brought  him  to  us  came  up  and 
bound  him  in  fuch  a manner  that  he  could 
not  ftir ; for  you  muft  obferve  they  were 
not  afraid  to  touch  him,  by  reafon  of  the 
agnus  and  other  prefervatives  that  we  had 
furnifhed  them  with.  Being  thus  in  our 
power,  we  foon  brought  him  to  abjure  his 
errors,  and  afterwards  fet  him  at  liberty. 
The  laws  of  this  country  as  to  thefe  cafes 
are  as  follow : If  the  wizard  that  is 
taken  be  a freeman,  and  abjures,  for  the 
firft  offence  he  is  only  enjoin’d  penance ; 
for  the  fecond  he  pays  an  Indian  piece  of 
about  the  value  of  a Have  •,  but  if  he  offends 
a third  time,  he  is  forthwith  fold  for  a 
Have,  and  the  price  of  him  diftributed 
among  the  poor:  If  he  be  a Have  himfelf 
that  offends,  although  it  be  the  firft  time, 
he  is  neverthelefs  prefently  fold,  and  fent 
among  th t Whites,  a thing  fo  much  abhor’d 
by  them  that  they  would  almoft  purchafe 


their  redemption  with  the  price  of  their 
lives.  When  any  of  thefe  three  laft  cafes 
happens,  a perfon  is  deputed  either  to  re- 
ceive the  money  and  diftribute  it  as  before, 
or  elfe  to  take  in  exchange  fo  much  linen 
as  amounts  to  the  value,  and  this  to  wrap 
the  dead  poor  in,  after  the  cuftom  of  the 
country.  All  which  is  done  without  our 
concerning  our  felves,  left  it  fhould  occa- 
fion  fome  evil-fpirited  people  to  fuggeft 
that  what  we  did  was  rather  through  a mo- 
tive of  covetoufnefs  than  any  of  charity  or 
religion. 

So  many  cafes  of  this  nature  happen’d  Treachery 
to  me  during  my  mijfion , that  would  fuf-  in  a jailor. 
fice  to  make  a volume  apart;  neverthe- 
lefs, not  to  be  too  tirefome  to  my  reader, 

I fhall  content  my  felf  with  relating  only 
the  moft  remarkable.  Upon  a time  a cer- 
tain wizard  more  famous  than  ordinary 
was  brought  before  me,  whom,  not  to  truft 
any  more  to  the  count,  I committed  to 
the  cuftody  of  the  keeper  of  the  church 
(an  office  of  great  gain  and  much  honour, 
and  which  is  not  confer’d  by  us  but  upon 
perfons  beft  qualified)  to  the  end  that  he 
might  imprifon  him  the  fafer  in  his  own 
houfe.  This  good  man,  notwithftanding 
my  particular  injunctions,  not  long  after 
fet  his  prifoner  at  liberty,  and  placed  in 
his  room  and  in  chains  a poor  Have,.  At 
my  coming  a little  while  after  to  examine 
the  offender,  not  finding  him  to  be  the 
fame  that  I fent,  I began  to  demand  of  the 
keeper  what  was  become  of  him  ? He  an- 
fwer’d  me,  That  was  he.  Then  I afked 
the  prifoner,  if  he  were  the  perfon?  To 
which  he  reply’d.  He  was.  Hereupon  I 
feemed  to  believe  both,  yet  being  certain 
that  I was  impofed  upon,  I was  refolved 
to  know  the  truth  : For  this  end  I called 
one  of  the  Haves  belonging  to  the  church 
to  me,  and  commanded  him  to  go  imme- 
diately and  cut  off  the  pretended  wizard’s 
head.  Hereat  the  imprifoned  flave  being 
affrighted,  efpecially  when  he  faw  the  ax 
brought,  began  to  tremble,  and  cry  out, 

I am  not  he , I am  not  the  wizard , but  fuch 
a one  is  (naming  him)  whom  the  keeper  has 
fet  free , and  put  me  in  his  fie  ad.  Then 
turning  to  the  keeper,  I laid,  JVhat  fay 
you  to  this  ? He  anfwered,  Father , the  wi- 
zard is  gone  forth  to  fieek  a livelihood , and 
has  left  this  perfon  here  as  a pledge  till  he 
returns:  (continu’d  he)  Til  immediately 

go  and  look  after  him , and  don't  queftion  but 
to  find  him.  Hereupon  I went  along  with 
him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  for  the  fubtle 
conjurer  had  very  prudently  given  us  both 
the  flip.  For  this  offence  I could  do  no 
lefs  than  deprive  the  keeper  of  his  place, 
and  he  was  not  a little  thankful  that  I left 
him  his  life.  Moreover,  prifoners  efcape 
many  times  here  through  the  fiightnefs  of 

their 
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their  prifons,  for  being  moft  commonly 
built  with  reeds  they  can’t  be  fuppofed  to 
be  very  ftrong.  To  remedy  this,  we  ge- 
nerally took  care  at  the  arrival  of  any  Eu- 
ropean veffel  to  embark  our  prifoners  on 
board,  and  to  tranfport  them  to  other 
countries. 

Pbyficians,  The  infernal  practice  of  forcery  is  even 
who,  and  abhorred  by  the  natives,  and  thofe  that 
ning.  CUn  roake  ufe  of  it  are  for  the  moft  part  the 
meaneft  fort  of  people,  ferving  here  either 
for  phyficians  or  furgeons,  there  being  no 
others  in  the  country.  The  remedies  they 
have  are  generally  the  natural  ones,  and 
therefore  they  have  recourfe  to  witchcraft 
to  credit  their  art,  and  to  make  people 
believe  that  the  virtues  of  their  medicines 
are  communicated  to  them  by  the  devil. 
If  their  phylick  fails,  they  excufe  them- 
felves,  and  fay,  A certain  ominous  bird  flew 
over  their  heads , and  hindered  the  operation 
of  it:  or  elfe  they  affert  fome  other  ridi- 
culous lie.  Thefe  forts  of  incantations 
are  always  pradtifed  in  the  night-time.  The 
firft  thing  they  fay  to  the  lick  perfon  after 
he  comes  under  their  cure  is,  If  you  have 
a mind  to  be  cured , befure  not  to  fend  for  any 
confejfor , for  his  prefence  will  not  only  take 
away  the  virtue  of  the  remedy , but  likewife 
deprive  you  of  your  life.  When  any  one 
dies  under  their  hands,  they  affirm  that 
there  were  other  occafions  for  his  death 
than  thofe  of  his  diftemper,  which  puts 
the  parents  upon  divers  curfed  methods  of 
finding  out  the  fuppofed  murderers,  they 
being  generally  of  opinion  that  nobody 
dies  a natural  death. 

A ({range  Dreadful  to  be  remember’d,  though  not 

judgment,  unworthy  of  memory,  was  a cafe  that  hap- 
pen’d in  our  time,  as  follows : A certain 
child  had  languifhed  for  fome  time  under 
a defperate  difeafe,  and  which  by  being 
the  only  one  its  parents  had  , was  their 
chiefeft  comfort  and  fupport  : the  re- 
lations often  follicited  them  to  fend  for 
fome  wizard  or  other  to  recover  his  health, 
but  they  would  by  no  means  hear  of  fuch 
a propofal,  alledging  that  they  never  yet 
had  had  recourfe  to  any  fuch  people  upon 
any  occaiion  whatever.  To  this  the  rela- 
tions reply ’d,  and  afked  them.  What  they 
thought  the  world  would  fay , that  they  who 
had  but  one  only  child , fhould  fuffer  it  to  die 
for  want  of  being  at  the  expence  of  a magi- 
cian? This  they  urged  fo  home,  and  made 
ufe  of  fo  many  other  arguments  of  the 
like  nature,  that  they  at  length  prevailed 
upon  the  deluded  parents  to  fend  for  a 
wizard  hard  by  : when  he  came  into  the 
houfe,  the  mother  had  her  fick  child  in 
her  arms,  which  the  magician  ftretching 
forth  his  arm  to  touch,  in  order  to  begin 
his  charm,  at  the  fame  time  both  the  child 
and  the  wizard  expired : this  occafioried  fo 
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exceffive  an  affliction  in  the  father  and  theMEROLLA 
mother,  that  blaming  themfelves  for  this 
impious  credulity,  and  looking  upon  this 
accident  as  no  better  than  parricide  in  them, 
before  they  would  bury  the  body  of  their 
unhappy  infant,  they  came  to  confeffion  at 
our  convent. 

Not  unlike  this  was  another  accident  Another 
that  happened  in  this  country  while  I was Ju^menU 
there.  A certain  fick  perfon  fent  to  a 
magician  to  come  and  cure  him  : the  magi- 
cian came  accordingly,  but  as  he  was  ftretch- 
ing forth  his  hand,  as  in  the  foregoing 
cafe,  he  fell  down  dead  to  the  ground, 
miferably  lofing  his  own  life,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  endeavoured  by  wretched 
means  to  prolong  that  of  another  man. 

But  let  us  return  to  fpeak  a little  more  rl further^ 
of  the  wicked  oaths  practis’d  among  thefe 
people.  They  have  another  fort  of  oath 
which  they  call  orioncio:  the  way  of  admini- 
ftring  this  is,  by  putting  exceeding  ftrong 
poifon  into  the  fruit  called  nicefi , Effici- 
ently fpoken  of  before,  and  afterwards 
giving  that  fruit  to  the  fuppofed  guilty 
perfon  to  eat : he  has  no  fooner  tafted  of 
it,  but  his  tongue  and  throat  begin  to 
fwell  to  that  excefs,  that  if  the  wizard  did 
not  fpedily  apply  an  antidote,  he  muft  in- 
evitably foon  periffl  under  the  experiment, 
and  tho’  innocent  he  commonly  remains 
tortur’d  for  many  days. 

The  oath  called  oluchenche  is  given  after 
the  following  manner : the  perfon  that  takes 
it  has  his  limbs  bound  tighter  or  loofer, 
to  force  out  the  truth  as  they  term  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  wizard’s  inclination  to  find 
him  either  guilty  or  innocent. 

As  I paffed  thro’  the  kingdom  of  An- 
gola, one  of  the  aforefaid  forts  of  the  oath 
called  bolungo  was  adminiftred  to  a Mufacca 
(fo  they  call  the  receiver  among  the  Whites) 
a relation  to  the  king  of  Congo,  and  to  him 
of  Loango , one  of  the  powerfulleft  along 
that  coaft,  and  whofe  fon,  as  they  told 
me,  was  to  fucceed  in  that  kingdom.  To 
this  perfon  the  Scinghili  (gods  of  the  earth, 
being  the  name  they  have  for  their  wi- 
zards) attributed  the  caufe  of  its  not  rain- 
ing in  the  month  of  March,  at  which  time 
it  always  had  accuftomed  to  have  rained. 

He  therefore,  to  fatisfy  the  rage  of  the 
people,  was  to  undergo  this  dangerous  teft, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  unexpedt- 
edly  came  off  acquitted.  The  Scinghili  or 
wizards  boaft  that  it  is  in  their  power  to  ^ 
grant  or  prevent  either  wet  weather  or  a 
drought. 

We  having  put  afflore  in  one  of  the  A wizard 
ports  of  this  kingdom,  as  we  were  on  our  deceived. 
voyage  to  Congo,  and  the  people  having 
underftood  who  I was,  and  that  I was 
of  a contrary  opinion  to  that  of  their 
Scinghili,  they  began  immediately  to  mur- 
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Merolla  mur  againft  me.  Their  wizards,  to  con- 
firm  their  belief,  and  to  oppofe  mine,  fore- 
told that  there  (hould  be  no  rain  all  that 
fummer.  But  it  fo  fell  out,  and  Providence 
I believe  had  fo  order’d  it,  that  fcarce  was 
I got  alhore  to  fay  mafs,  but  the  heavens 
began  to  pour  forth  their  watry  wrath  a- 
gainft  thefe  infidels  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
thefe  very  wizards  were  afterwards  forced 
to  own  to  me  that  their  knowledge  in  thefe 
matters  was  not  infallible. 

In  our  convent  at  Songo  our  fathers  had 
built  one  apartment  two  (lories  high,  on 
purpofe  to  keep  fome  of  the  church  uten- 
fils  by  themfelves.  No  rain  having  hap- 
pened that  feafon,  the  Scinghili  attributed 
the  caufe  thereof  to  our  railing  our  build- 
ing contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 
Hereupon  the  too  credulous  people  came 
one  day  in  a great  rage  to  pull  down  that 
apartment;  when  one  of  our  fathers  im- 
mediately going  out,  demanded  of  them 
what  they  would  have ? Whom  they  an- 
fwered  in  great  fury.  That  they  muft  either 
■pull  down  that  building , or  they  jhould  always 
want  rain.  This  foon  fir’d  the  pious  fa- 
ther, and  made  him  to  go  on  with  a great 
deal  of  zeal } firft  reproaching  their  un- 
warrantable folly,  and  after  giving  them 
to  underftand  that  God  was  the  only  dif- 
pofer  of  all  gifts,  whether  in  heaven,  earth 
or  fea,  fometimes  giving,  and  fometimes 
with-holding,  according  as  he  beft  faw  fit 
and  convenient ; and  that  the  minifters  of 
the  prince  of  darknefs,  fuch  as  their  Scin- 
ghili, were  only  qualified  to  deftroy  men 
both  here  and  hereafter,  inftead  of  doing 
them  the  lead  kindnefs.  Make  a devout 
proceffion,  faid  he,  to  our  Lady  of  Pinda , 

I affine  you  God  will  relieve  your  wants. 
So  they  did,  and  fo  it  fell  out,  the  earth 
being  foak’d  with  the  rain,  the  houfe  re- 
maining untouch’d,  and  the  people  fatis- 
fied.  Since  then  they  have  ufed  this  in 
time  of  diftrefs,  and  it  has  happened  they 
have  gone  from  the  banza  with  fair  wea- 
ther, and  returned  wellfoak’d  from  Pinda. 

Whilft  my  companion  father  Jofeph  was 
formerly  travelling  on  his  million  in  Sogno , 
he  came  to  an  open  country  at  a time  when 
the  clouds  were  juft  ready  to  difembogue 
their  burdens.  He  there  overtook  a tra- 
veller likewife,  who  was  (landing  (lock 
(lill,  and  murmuring  ftrange  words  to  him- 
felf.  After  which  he  mounted  his  bow,  and 
(hot  an  arrow  up  into  the  air  with  great 
indignation.  The  father  perceiving  this, 
and  gueffing  it  to  be  fome  of  the  devilifh 
practices  of  this  country,  immediately  came 
up  to  him,  and  after  having  fharply  re- 
proved him  for  his  offence,  acquainted  him, 
That  he  believed  all  his  helliflo  art  would  not 
fuffice  to  keep  it  from  raining  that  day  : and 
as  he  guefied,  fo  it  foon  happened  j for 
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prefently  after  there  fell  fo  great  a (hower, 
that  the  father  was  wet  to  the  (kin,  which 
he  was  neverthelefs  pleafed  with,  by  rea- 
fon  that  it  had  fo  plentifully  difappointed 
the  wicked  forcerer.  At  this  the  wretch 
was  much  furprized,  but  would  not  never- 
thelefs  be  convinced  of  his  error,  affirm- 
ing , That  this  had  happened  through  the 
power  of  thofe  that  went  before  him , who 
were  greater  proficients  in  magick  than  him- 
felf.  Thefe  provoking  words  caufed  the 
black  Chriftians  that  were  along  with  the 
father  to  feize  upon  the  wizard,  and  to 
give  him  thatchaftifement  which  his  crime 
defer  v’d. 

In  the  country  about  Coanza , a river  Impious 
to  be  pafled  in  the  way  to  Singa , a certain  obJhmc'J- 
foua  or  lord  of  the  mannor  caufed  himfelf 
to  be  accounted  a Scinghili , requiring  his 
vaflals  to  make  their  addrefles  to  him  when 
they  wanted  rain.  One  of  our  fathers  com- 
ing thither,  and  detefting  the  impious  a- 
bufe,  did  what  lay  in  his  power  to  get  him 
feized  •,  but  being  difappointed  thro’  the 
quality  of  the  perfon,  he  was  forced  to  have 
recourfe  to  a milder  remedy  •,  and  no  doubt 
infpired  by  God,  he  told  the  inhabitants. 

That  if  they  did  not  rid  out  of  their  hearts 
that  curfed  opinion , they’d  never  have  any 
rain.  As  the  father  prophefied,  fo  it  hap- 
pened *,  for  ever  fince,  for  feventeen  years 
together,  they  have  not  had  one  drop  in 
thofe  parts,  whereby  the  earth  is  become 
fo  dry,  efpecially  confidering  the  climate, 
that  it  has  yawn’d  wide  in  mod  places, 
and  feems  with  fo  many  mouths  to  beg 
pardon  of  the  Almighty  Difpenfer  of  be- 
nefits for  the  blafphemy  of  their  lord. 

’Tis  true,  the  beft  come-off  they  have  for 
this  offence  is,  that  the  faid  father,  after 
their  difobedience,  curfcd  the  air-,  and  fo 
caufed  it  to  with-hold  its  favours  from  them. 
Notwithstanding  the  curfe  on  his  country, 
and  the  lofs  of  his  vaflals,  who  went  to 
live  in  other  parts,  the  obftinate  foua , un- 
willing to  own  his  error,  (till  continued  to 
pretend  to  the  fame  power. 

To  conclude  fpeakingany  more  of  oaths.  Another 
I will  give  one  terrible  inftance  relating  to  judgment. 
them,  which  happened  in  the  kingdom  of 
Matamba , being  the  dominions  of  the 
queen  of  Singa , and  related  to  me  by  father 
Francis  da  Pavia  a miffioner  there.  Upon 
an  affair  fomething  more  confiderable  than 
ordinary,  a certain  friar  of  our  order 
thought  fitting  to  give  an  oath  on  the  holy 
evangelifts  to  two  of  the  greateft  magici- 
ans, counfellors  to  the  queen.  At  firft 
they  refufed  to  take  it,  but  at  length  con- 
fented,  faying  to  themfelves,  What  harm 
can  happen  to  us  by  fo  doing  ? We  had  better 
fatisfy  the  father  in  fo  indifferent  a matter , 
than  difoblige  him  by  a refufal.  Hereupon 
they  prefently  agreed  to  take  it,  and  fwore, 
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but  falfely,  when  a ftrange  accident  hap- 
pened. The  firft  of  thefe  burft,  and  fell 
down  dead,  while  he  had  his  hand  on  the 
mafs-book  ; and  the  other  languilhedaway, 
and  died  in  about  fix  hours  after.  Which 
taught  others  to  be  more  cautious  how  they 
jefted  with  God. 

From  the  death  of  thefe  two  magici- 
ans of  the  higher  rank,  let  us  proceed  to 
fpeak  of  other  wizards,  who  molt  com- 
monly die  violent  deaths,  and  that  for 
the  molt  part  voluntarily.  For  the  prefent 
I lhall  only  fpeak  of  the  head  or  chief 
of  thefe  wretches,  from  whom  the  reft 
take  example.  He  is  ftiled  in  the1  coun- 
try language  Ganga  Chitorne , being  reputed 
god  of  the  earth,  and  to  whom  is  confe- 
quently  paid  the  firft  fruits  of  all  it  pro- 
duces, due  to  him,  as  they  fay,  as  its  au- 
thor, and  not  either  to  the  ordinary  work 
of  nature,  or  to  the  extraordinary  one  of 
Providence.  This  power  he  alfo  boafts  to 
be  able  to  communicate  to  others,  when 
and  as  often  as  he  pleafes.  He  further 
afierts,  that  his  body  is  not  capable  of 
fuffering  a natural  death}  and  therefore 
to  confirm  his  adorers  in  that  opinion, 
whenever  he  finds  his  end  approaching 
either  thro’  age  or  a difeale,  he  calls  for 
fuch  a one  of  his  difciples  as  he  defigns 
to  fucceed  him,  and  pretends  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  his  great  power ; and  after- 
wards in  publick  (where  this  tragedy  is  al- 
ways a&ed)  he  commands  him  to  tie  a 
halter  about  his  neck,  and  to  ftrangle  him 
therewith,  or  elfe  to  take  a club,  and  knock 
him  down  dead.  This  command  being  once 
pronounced,  is  foon  executed,  and  the 
wizard  thereby  fent  a martyr  to  the  devil. 
The  reafon  that  this  is  done  in  publick,  is 
to  make  known  the  fucceffor  ordained  by 
the  laft  breath  of  the  predeceflor,  and  to 
Ihew  that  he  has  the  fame  power  of  pro- 
ducing rain,  and  the  like.  If  this  office 
were  not  thus  continually  fill’d,  the  inha- 
bitants fay,  That  the  earth  would  foon  become 
barren , and  mankind  confequently  perifh.  In 
my  time  one  of  thefe  magicians  was  caft 
into  the  fea,  another  into  a river,  a mo- 
ther and  her  fon  put  to  death,  and  many  other 
banilh’d  by  our  order,  as  has  been  faid. 

In  the  firft  year  of  our  arrival  in  thefe 
parts  there  happened  a paflage  worthy  to 
be  remembred,  which  before  I can  begin 
with,  I muft  go  fome  years  back  with  my 
ftory.  Upon  the  late  king  of  Congo's  death, 
two  very  confiderable  perfons  pretended 
to  that  crown,  either  of  whom  did  all  that 
in  him  lay  to  procure  the  count  of  Sogno, 
a powerful  elector,  on  his  fide.  One  of 
thefe,  whofe  name  was  Simantamba , made 
him  feveral  prefents  of  flaves  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  but  which  had  been  all  taken  by 
force ; and  therefore  the  fathers  that  were 


then  at  his  court  advis’d  him  by  no  means  Merolla 
to  accept  of  them.  To  this  the  count  an- 
fwered.  That  he  had  already  confidered  of 
the  matter , and  was  inclinable  to  be  of  their 
opinion , that  he  ought  not  to  accept  of  them . 

Some  time  after  the  fame  Simantamba , to 
ingratiate  himfelf  the  further  into  this  prince, 
and  to  engage  him  in  a ftrider  tie  of  friend- 
fhip,  requefted  his  lifter  of  him  for  a wife. 

To  this  the  count  fo  readily  confented, 
that  he  not  only  fent  him  her  forthwith, 
but  likewife  the  crown  it  felf,  which  it  feems 
he  had  then  in  his  pofieffion,  together  with 
a velvet  throne,  feveral  other  things  of 
great  value,  and  divers  arm’d  troops.  Si- 
mantamba having  advice  of  the  approach 
of  his  fpoufe,  went  out  feveral  days  journey 
to  meet  her ; and  the  better  to  avoid  the 
fnares  that  might  be  laid  for  him  by  his  ri- 
val in  the  crown,  thought  it  proper  to  fet 
down  and  fortify  himfelf  in  a very  ftrong 
wood.  The  count’s  army  arriving  fome 
time  after  with  fongs,  mufick,  and  danc- 
ing, entered  the  wood  with  great  alacrity, 
which  Simantamba' s followers  perceiving, 
and  fearing  fome  treachery  by  reafon  of 
fo  great  a number  of  people  fent  by  the 
count,  advis’d  their  mailer  to  oppofe  their 
entrance:  But  he  trufting  too  much  to  his 
fecurity,  rejected  their  advice,  and  confe- 
quently  foon  became  a martyr  to  his  credu- 
lity ; for  the  count’s  army  had  no  fooner  got 
poflefiion  of  the  wood,  but  they  fet  upon 
both  him  and  his  followers  with  piftols,  and 
killing  thegreateft  part,  forced  the  reft  to  fly. 

Thus  inftead  of  a joyful  hymen , this  prince 
met  with  a barbarous  death,  and  which  toge- 
ther with  that  of  his  friends,  fuited  with  the 
defcription  made  by  Virgil  in  the  fecond 
book  of  his  VEneids. 

Lubhis  ubiq ; pavor , & plurima  mortis  imago. 

Some  time  after  the  brother  of  this  de-  Odd Jlo- 
ceafed  prince  got  together  a great  number  rieSm 
of  people  to  revenge  his  brother’s  death  ; 
and  his  firft  exploit  was  the  taking  of  a 
great  part  of  the  county  of  Chiovachianza 
belonging  to  Sogno.  To  recover  which, 
the  count,  at  our  being  there,  raifed  a 
great  army  likewife,  and  marched  dire£tly 
towards  the  chief  city  of  his  antagonift. 

At  his  arrival  he  found  all  the  inhabitants 
fled ; whereupon  the  Sogonefe  foldiers  fell 
immediately  to  rifling  of  the  houfes,  and 
moreover  began  to  kill  all  the  living  crea- 
tures they  met  in  their  way,  to  fatisfy  their  ■'*' 
hunger.  Amongft  the  reft  they  found  a 
cock  of  a larger  fize  than  ordinary,  with  a 
great  ring  of  iron  about  one  of  his  legs, 
which  occafion’d  one  of  the  wileft  among 
them  to  cry  out,  Surely  this  cock  mufi  be  be- 
witch'd, and  is  not  at  all  proper  for  us  to  med- 
dle with.  To  which  the  reft  anfwered,  Be 
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Merolla  it  what  it  will , we  are  refolved  to  eat  it. 
For  this  end  they  immediately  killed, 
and  tore  it  to  pieces  after  the  manner 
of  the  Negroes , and  afterwards  put  it  into 
a pot  to  boil.  When  it  was  enough,  they 
took  it  out  into  a platter,  and  two,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom,  having  faid  grace, 
five  of  them  fat  down  to  it  with  great 
greedinefs.  But  before  they  had  touched 
a bit,  to  their  great  wonder  and  amaze- 
ment, the  boiled  pieces  of  the  cock,  tho’ 
fodden,  and  near  diffolved,  began  to  move 
about,  and  unite  into  the  form  they  were 
in  before,  and  being  fo  united,  the  reftor’d 
cock  immediately  raifed  himfelf  up,  and 
jumped  out  of  the  platter  upon  the  ground, 
where  he  walk’d  about  as  well  as  when  he 
was  firft  taken.  Afterwards  he  leaped  up- 
on an  adjoining  wall,  where  he  became 
new  feathered  all  of  a fudden,  and  then 
took  his  flight  to  a tree  hard  by,  where 
fixing  himfelf,  he  after  three  claps  of  his 
wings,  made  a mofl  hideous  noile,  and  then 
difappeared.  Every  one  may  eafily  imagine 
what  a terrible  fright  the  fpedlators  were 
in  at  this  fight,  who  leaping  with  a thou- 
fand  Ave  Marias  in  their  mouths  from  the 
place  where  this  had  happened,  were  con- 
tented to  obferve  moft  of  the  particulars  at 
a diftance.  The  caufe  of  their  prefervation 
they  attributed  to  the  grace  that  was  faid 
before  they  fat  down ; otherwife  they  were 
of  opinion  that  they  fhould  all  have  been 
either  pofieffed  or  killed.  I having  related 
this  flory  to  father  Thomas  da  Siftola , one 
of  our  order,  who  had  been  fuperior  of  a 
minion  to  Congo  and  Angola  for  above  fe- 
ven  years,  he  told  me  that  whilft  he  lived 
in  Congo  he  heard  two  perfons  aver  that  the 
before-mentioned  Simantamba  had  a very 
large  cock,  from  whofe  manner  and  time 
of  crowing  he  obferved  with  great  fuper- 
fiition  whether  his  undertakings  fhould  be 
unlucky  or  profperous.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  infallibility  of  his  oracle,  we  find 
he  was  deceived  when  he  made  that  laft  ex- 
pedition wherein  he  loft  his  life.  Whe- 
ther this  cock  of  his  was  the  fame  mention’d 
before  to  have  been  reftored  to  life  after  a 
moft  miraculous  manner,  I fhall  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine. 

Portu-  The  fame  father  Thomas  acquainted  me 
how  he  and  his  companion  had  been  abus’d 

Sognefes.  *n  their  million  at  Sogno,  and  fent  among 
the  pagans  into  the  kingdom  of  Angoij , 
which  was  after  the  following  manner.  A 
king  of  Congo  being  defirous  to  be  crown’d, 
had  rccourfe  to  the  Portuguefes  of  the  king- 
dom of  Angola  for  their  afliftance,  with 
condition  that  in  cafe  he  fucceeded  in  his 
defign,  he  would  give  them  the  country  of 
Sogno , and  two  mines  of  gold  to  boot. 
This  proffer  being  not  unwelcome  to  the 


Portuguefes , they  immediately  affembled 
themfclves  to  take  poffeffion  of  it,  to  the 
end  that  thereby  they  might  be  more  fe- 
cure  of  having  their  bargain  performed  af- 
ter they  had  done  their  work.  At  the 
fame  time  the  king  gather’d  great  numbers 
of  his  fubjeils  together  to  join  the  Portu- 
guefes , adding  moreover  a certain  company 
of  Giaghi  under  the  calangola  (a  chief 
among  this  barbarous  people,  that  delight 
in  feeding  on  man’s  fleih)  all  which  im- 
mediately fet  forward  towards  Sogno.  The 
count  being  foon  acquainted  with  thefe 
proceedings,  raifed  a prodigious  army 
likewife,  and  therewith  went  out  to  meet 
his  bold  invaders.  But  it  fo  happened, 
that  by  reafon  the  Sognefe  army  were  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  fire-arms  and  man- 
ner of  the  Portuguefe  fighting,  they  were 
foon  difcomfited  and  routed,  leaving  the 
field,  and  an  innumerable  number  of  pri- 
foners,  together  with  the  dead  body  of 
their  count,  to  the  conquerors. 

After  this  viftory  obtained,  the  afore-  jrerout- 
faid  calangola  propofed  to  the  Portuguefe  ed  them- 
captain  to  have  all  the  prifoners  killed,  and  felvts. 
given  to  his  foldiers  to  eat,  alledging  that 
the  next  day  they  fhould  take  as  many  more , 
and  they  would  then  not  be  able  to  keep  both. 

This  propofal  the  captain  either  thro* 
clemency  or  interefl  refufed  to  confent  to, 
telling  the  Calangola , that  his  men,  if  they 
plealed,  might  Teed  for  the  prefent  on  the 
dead  bodies,  and  in  the  mean  time  he 
would  confider  of  his  requeft.  Whilft  this 
pafied , the  countefs  dowager,  together 
with  all  the  people,  petition’d  the  faid 
captain,  That  he  would  proceed  no  further 
with  his  hoftilities , and  he  fhould  be  fully  fa~ 
tisfied  in  what  he  demanded.  To  which  the 
captain  anfwered,  That  he  was  refolved  to 
go  on  as  far  as  the  fartheft  * banza,  to  teach 
the  Sogn tit  people  the  bounds  of  their  obedience 
to  Congo.  Hereat  the  people  being  ex- 
tremely enraged,  one  of  the  principal  a- 
mong  them  being  of  the  blood  of  the 
counts,  flood  up,  and  told  them,  That  if 
they  would  eleTt  him  for  their  count , he  would 
foon  rid  them  of  their  fears  of  the  Portuguefes. 

To  this  the  affrighted  people  immediately 
confented,  and  at  the  fame  time  chofe 
him  for  their  fovereign.  Being  thus  cho- 
fen,  he  began  to  unite  and  fortify  the  dif- 
trabled  minds  of  his  fubjetfts-,  and  to  the 
end  they  might  quickly  be  in  a condition 
to  take  the  field,  he  gave  them  the  follow- 
ing inftru£tions.  Firft  he  order’d  them  to 
fhave  their  heads  (which  cuftom  continues 
even  to  this  day  among  thefe  people, 
whether  males  or  females.)  Next  he  com- 
manded them  to  bind  palm-leaves  about 
their  temples,  to  the  end  that  in  the  bat- 
tle they  might  be  thereby  diftinguifhed 
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from  thofe  Blacks  that  accompanied  the 
Portuguefes.  He  further  advifed  them  not 
to  be  afraid  either  of  the  noife  or  flafhings 
of  guns,  fince  they  were  only  as  bugbears 
fit  to  fright  children,  and  not  men  of  cou- 
rage. He  moreover  cautioned  them  againft 
minding  thofe  European  trifles  which  their 
enemies  the  Whites  were  accuflomed  to 
throw  among  them,  when  they  had  a mind 
to  diforder  and  make  them  break  their 
ranks -f.  He  likewife  ordered  them  to 
fhoot  always  at  the  men,  and  not  the  horfes, 
thefe  lafl:  being  inconfiderable  in  war,  and 
nothing  like  to  the  nature  of  tygers,  li- 
ons and  elephants.  He  commanded  them 
moreover  that  if  any  among  them  turn’d 
his  back,  they  fhould  immediately  ftrike 
off  his  head  ; and  if  more  than  one  did 
the  fame,  the  reft  fhould  ferve  him  the 
like : For  (fays  he)  we  are  all  refolved  to 
die  a glorious  death , rather  than  live  a mifera - 
hie  life.  Laftly,  to  the  end  that  his  fol- 
lowers might  go  on  under  him  with  the 
lefs  concern,  he  commanded  them  to  kill 
all  their  domeftick  animals  ; and  the  better 
to  encourage  them  therein,  was  the  firfl 
that  fet  them  an  example,  by  killing  his 
own  in  their  fight.  This  he  did  like- 
wife to  prevent  the  Portuguefes  (in  cafe  they 
fhould  have  the  better  of  him)  from  hav- 
ing any  thing  to  triumph  over,  and  feaft 
with  in  his  dominions  j and  rather  chofe 
to  have  his  fubjefts  feed  on  them,  to  hear- 
ten and  ftrengthen  them  for  battle,  than 
to  have  his  enemies  fatten  and  regale  on 
his  fpoils.  Now  becaufe  his  orders  had 
been  fo  pundlually  obferved  in  this  parti- 
cular, the  whole  race  of  thefe  beafls,  ef- 
pecially  of  cows,  has  almoft  been  totally 
deftroyed  ever  fince;  infomuch  that  I my 
felf  have  known  a young  maid  fold  here 
for  a calf,  and  a woman  for  a cow.  To 
reinforce  this  his  army,  the  laft  thing  this 
count  did  was  to  call  in  his  neighbours  to 
his  afiiftance,  together  with  whom  and  his 
own  fubje&s  having  compofed  a wondrous 
force,  he  forthwith  march’d  out  into  the 
field.  His  enemies  through  too  great  a 
negligence  and  contempt  of  his  power, 
foon  betrayed  themfelves  into  his  hands ; 
for  marching  on  without  the  leafl  order, 
they  gave  opportunity  to  an  ambufh  that 
lay  ready  for  them,  to  break,  and  put 
them  eafily  to  flight.  The  firfl;  that  fled  were 
the  Giagbi , being  the  troops  under  their 
calangola , and  the  forces  of  the  king  of 
Congo  followed  foon  after.  The  flaves  that 
had  been  taken  in  the  battle  before,  find- 
ing here  an  opportunity  to  efcape,  run 
like  madmen  in  amongft  their  friends,  and 
having  their  arms  unloofed  by  them,  pre- 
fently  turn’d  all  their  fury  upon  the  remain- 


ing Portuguefes , who  flill  kept  their  ground;  Merolla 
but  at  length  being  overpower’d  by  num- 
bers,  they  were  forced  to  give  back,  and 
were  all  kill’d  in  the  purfuit,  except  fix 
who  were  taken  prifoners,  and  brought 
before  the  count ; who  demanded  of  them. 

If  they  would  chufe  to  die  with  their  compa- 
nions.,  or  furviveto  be  made  flaves?  To  which 
they  anfwer’d,  with  an  accuflom’d  Spanifh 
refolution.  Never  did  Whites  yet  yield  to  be 
made  flaves  to  Blacks,  neither  would  they. 

Which  anfwer  foon  caufed  their  deftruc- 
tion,  for  fcarce  were  the  words  out  of  their 
mouths,  but  they  were  all  killed  upon  the 
fpot.  All  the  artillery  and  baggage  was 
taken  by  the  Sognefe  army  ; the  former  of 
which,  together  with  fome  pieces  of  can- 
non bought  of  the  Hollanders , ferved  to 
furnilh  a fortrefs  built  with  earth  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Zaire,  which  commands 
both  the  faid  river  and  the  fea. 

Before  they  left  Loanda , the  Portuguefe  In  fur - 
army  had  defired  of  the  commander  of  the  tber  dan- 
Armadilia  (fo  they  call’d  their  fleet  by  rea-  &er' 
fon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  it)  that  as  he  fail'd 
along  the  coafls  of  Sogno,  where-ever  he  faw 
great  fires  burning  he  fhould  anchor.  Now 
after  the  obtained  victory,  the  Sognefe  fol- 
diers  fpent  all  their  nights  in  jollity  and 
merriment  about  fuch  fires,  as  had  been 
defcribed ; which  the  fhips  immediately 
perceiving,  dropt  their  anchors  hard  by, 
and  were  preparing  to  land  their  force ; 
while  difcovering  from  the  fhore  a Portu- 
guefe Have  that  hal’d  them,  they  foon  took 
him  into  a boat,  and  found  he  had  been 
fent  by  the  count  to  the  governor  of  Lo- 
anda with  a leg  and  an  arm  of  a White ; 
together  with  this  infulting  mefiage.  Go 
carry  the  news  of  your  defeat , together  with 
this  prefent , to  the  governor  of  Loanda  your 
mafter.  Thus  you  may  perceive  the  fea* 
men,  if  they  had  landed,  had  been  in  the 
fame  cafe  with  the  landmen,  and  inftead 
of  imprifoning  the  Blacks  in  the  lhackles 
they  had  carried  along  wich  them  for  that 
purpofe,  had  been  undoubtedly  in  the 
like  condition  themfelves,  and  had  been 
at  leafl:  made  flaves  of,  if  they  came  off 
with  their  lives. 

What  the  Sognefes  fay  for  themfelves  in  Vie  Sog- 
juflification  of  this  quarrel,  is  as  follows : “cfes  vin’ 
They  afk  firfl:,  What  right  the  king  of  Congo 
had  to  give  away  their  country  of  Sogno  to 
the  Portuguefes,  when  it  was  none  of  his> 
but  a fovereignty  of  it  felf?  And  next  they 
would  know.  Why  the  Portuguefes,  who  ^ 
were  not  unacquainted  with  that  particular , 
fhould  be  fo  unjuft  as  to  be  ready  to  accept  of 
it , and  that  in  an  hoftile  manner?  They  al- 
ledg’d  moreover,  Fhat  when  the  Hollan- 
ders fome  years  fince  had  got  poffeffton  of  the 


) Ihe  Portuguefes  to  put  them  into  diforder,  ufed  to  fatter  knives , bits  of  coral  and  of  doth , about  which 
they  ran  out  to  pick  up,  and  fo  were  difperfed. 
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kingdom  of  Angola,  a great  number  of  Por- 
tuguefes  being  outed  thence , fled  to  Sogno, 
where  they  were  courteoufly  entertained  by  the 
count , who  gave  them  the  ifland  of  Horfes 
to  live  in  \ and  moreover  furnifhed  them  with 
all  manner  of  proviflons  gratis.  Now  they 
could  not  but  much  wonder  that  thofe  people 
whom  they  had  fo  hofpitably  relieved , fhould 
have  the  ingratitude  to  endeavour  to  take 
their  country  away  from  them.  Thefe  jars 
arifing  upon  this  occafion,  could  not  but 
be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  infant 
growth  of  Chriftianity  in  this  country, 
infomuch  that  one  of  our  order  who  lived 
at  Sogno  died  for  mere  grief  thereof:  And 
I my  felf  met  with  feveral  people  in  Chi- 
tombo , the  place  where  the  battle  was  fought, 
who  would  come  no  more  to  confeffion 
upon  that  account. 

Barbarous  Now  to  return  to  our  (lory  : The  count 

ufage.  having  received  in  the  aforefaid  battle 
about  thirteen  wounds,  in  near  the  com- 
pafs  of  a month,  died  thereof ; and  a new 
one  being  foon  chofen  in  his  Head,  he 
nourifhed  in  his  heart  fo  great  a hatred  to 
the  Portuguefes , that  he  refolved  for  the 
future  to  have  no  more  dealings  neither 
with  them  nor  the  Capuchins , whom  he 
looked  upon  to  belong  to  them.  Where- 
upon fending  for  fome  Flemifh  merchants 
that  were  juft  then  upon  their  departure 
out  of  his  country  for  Flanders , he  writ 
by  them  to  the  pope’s  nuncio  there,  to 
furniffi  his  dominion  with  new  priefts. 
The  pious  prelate  upon  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  fent  him  two  Francifcans  and 
one  lay-brother,  with  ftridl  command  to 
them,  that  if  there  were  any  Capuchins  in 
the  country,  they  ftiould  fubmit  to  them 
as  their  fuperiors.  Thefe  three  religious 
perfons  being  arrived,  were  received  with 
all  the  courtefy  imaginable,  and  afterwards 
conducted  to  our  convent.  The  count  per- 
ceiving that  he  had  now  got  other  priefts, 
made  ufe  of  feveral  falfe  pretexts  to  fend 
ours  away  *,  and  at  laft  being  not  able  to 
prove  any  crimes  againft  them,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  moft  barbarous  and  arbitrary 
ulagethat  could  be  thought  on, commanding 
that  they  ftiould  be  dragged  out  of  his  do- 
minions for  the  fpace  of  two  miles  together. 
This  was  forthwith  executed  with  the  great- 
eft  rigour,  for  the  officers  of  this  cruel 
mafter,  not  only  tore  them  along  in  their 
own  cords,  with  their  faces  grating  down- 
wards upon  the  fands,  but  likewile  revil’d 
them  all  the  way  with  unmerited  reproaches 
and  calumnies.  All  which  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  pious  fathers  underwent  with  the 
greateft  chearfulnefs,  well  remembring  what 
greater  puniffiments  and  indignities  their 
Saviour  had  fuffered  for  them  before.  So 
great  neverthelefs  were  the  injuries  offer’d 
to  thefe  fathers,  that  in  no  long  time  after 
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one  of  them  died ; and  the  other,  who 
was  the  aforefaid  father  Thomas , hardly  es- 
caped with  his  life.  Being  thus  mifufed, 
and  withal  unprovided  of  all  neceffaries, 
they  were  at  laft  left  on  the  confines  of 
the  count’s  dominions,  in  a little  uninha- 
bited ifland  of  the  river  Zaire.  Here 
they  made  ffiift  to  fupport  themfelves  for 
two  or  three  days  *,  F.  Thomas , who  was 
the  leaft  hurt  of  the  two,  going  out  to 
hunt  for  their  fubfiftence:  but  at  length 
they  were  unexpedfedly  delivered  from 
hence  by  fome  pagan  fifhermen,  who  took 
them  on  board  them,  and  carried  them  to 
a city  of  their’s  called  Bombangoij  in  the 
kingdom  of  Angoif  Here  arriving  at  night, 
they  were  very  courteoufly  entertained  by 
an  infidel  of  the  place,  who  gave  them  a 
fupper,  and  moreover  affigned  them  a houfe., 
and  three  women  to  wait  on  them  after  the 
manner  of  that  country.  But  our  fathers 
not  caring  to  truft  themfelves  among  thefe 
people,  foon  after  they  had  fupp’d,  fending 
away  their  women,  meditated  an  efcape. 
For  this  purpofe  father  Thomas , who  was 
the  belt  able  to  walk,  took  his  lame  com- 
panion upon  his  back,  and  marched  out  of 
the  houfe  ; but  he  had  not  gone  far,  but 
he  was  forced,  through  weaknefs,  to  fet 
down  his  burden  under  a great  ffiady  tree; 
which  as  foon  as  day  appeared,  for  fear  of 
difcovery,  they  made  fliift  to  get  up  into. 
Their  patron  coming  that  morning  to  vifit 
his  guefts,  and  finding  them  gone,  much 
wondered ; and  well  knowing  they  could 
not  be  got  far,  by  reafon  of  the  condition 
he  left  them  in,  immediately  went  about 
to  fearch  after  them.  Coming  at  laft  near 
the  place  where  they  were,  and  not  having 
yet  found  them,  a pagan  thought  came  in- 
to his  head  that  they  might  have  been  car- 
ry’d  away  by  fome  fpirits,  and  which  he 
exprefs’d  after  this  manner ; If  the  devil 
has  carried  them  away , I fuppofe  he  did  it 
that  they  might  make  me  no  recompence  for 
my  kindnefs.  Our  fathers  hearing  this,  could 
not  forbear  laughing,  even  amidft  their 
miferies  and  misfortunes,  and  putting  out 
their  heads  from  the  tree,  cry’d  out,  We 
are  here , friend , never  doubt  our  gratitude , 
for  we  only  went  out  of  the  houfe  to  refrefh 
our  felves  with  the  rays  of  the  rifling  fun. 
Hereat  the  old  man  being  exceedingly  re- 
joiced, immediately  took  them  down,  and 
putting  them  into  two  nets,  fent  them  away 
to  Capinda , a port  of  the  kingdom  of  An- 
gofl  about  two  days  journey  from  Bom- 
bangoij. Here,  if  I am  not  miftaken,  the 
father  that  had  been  moft  harafs’d,  died ; 
and  father  Thomas  embarking  himfelf  not 
long  after,  on  board  a veflel  that  lay  there, 
departed  from  Loanda  in  the  kingdom  of 
Angola.  One  of  the  two  Francifcans  that 
remained  yet  in  Sogno , the  other  having 
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been  gone  for  Angola  fome  time  before,  be- 
ing extremely  affronted  at  the  ill  ufage  of 
thefe  two  Capuchins , fignified  to  the  count 
that  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  in  charity 
to  go  in  queft  of  his  banilhed  brethren,  and 
that  either  to  fupport  them  if  alive,  or  bury 
them  if  dead.  This  requeft  the  count  high- 
ly approved  of,  and  confequently  gave  him 
leave  to  go.  Having  hereby  obtained  his 
defire,  he  foon  fet  out  for  Capinda , but 
never  returned,  thinking  it  rather  advife- 
able  to  go  on  board  the  fame  veffel  with  fa- 
ther Thomas  for  Loanda. 

His  companion  the  lay-brother  not  find- 
ing him  to  return,  obtained  leave  likewife 
to  go  on  the  fame  errand,  as  well  as  under 
pretence  of  haftening  his  return ; but  being 
once  out  of  fight,  he  alfo  was  no  more  to 
be  feen.  Our  convent  thus  being  depriv- 
ed of  all  its  inhabitants,  only  one  lay-bro- 
ther remaining  behind,  whom  the  count 
kept  locked  up  for  fear  of  lofing  him;  the 
people  rofe  in  great  fury  againft  their  prince, 
and  that  for  depriving  them  of  the  million 
defigned  for  their  good.  No  prudence  be- 
ing capable  of  oppofing  this  mutiny,  they 
at  laft  went  fo  far  that  they  feized  upon 
their  count,  and  fent  him  bound  to  an 
illand  of  his  dominions  in  the  Zaire ; where, 
that  he  might  not  be  abfolutely  idle,  they 
left  him  liberty  to  command,  and  after- 
wards chofe  a new  count.  This  prince  be- 
ing but  little  fatisfied  with  his  confinement, 
did  all  that  in  him  lay  to  get  himfelf  re- 
ftored,  intriguing  inceffantly  with  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  for  that  purpofe.  But 
which  coming  timely  to  his  fubjedts  ears, 
they  once  more  feized  upon  him,  and  ty- 
ing a huge  weight  to  his  neck,  threw  him 
in  a rage  into  the  fea,  with  thefe  words ; 
Over  this  river  you  made  the  poor  innocent 
Capuchins  to  pafs  into  banijhment  for  no  of- 
fence, and  into  the  fame  go  you  barbarous  and 
inhuman  monfter , for  fo  doing.  Thus  ended 
the  life  of  a perlecutor  of  poor  harmlefs 
men,  who  offended  him  only  in  that  they 
were  either  really,  or  elfe  fufpedted  to  be 
Portuguefes. 

Whilft  matters  went  thus,  father  Jofeph 
Maria , who  lived  then  at  Loanda , after 
fome  time  came  to  Sogno,  under  pretence  of 
carrying  away  the  lay-brother  beforemen- 
tioned,  with  fome  church-utenfils  belong- 
ing to  the  million,  though  in  reality  his 
bufinefs  was  to  found  the  minds  of  the  Sog- 
nefe  people.  After  his  arrival  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Zaire , called  by  the  Portuguefes 
Pionta  del  Padron , before  he  would  fet  foot 
alhore,  he  fent  a meffenger  to  acquaint  the 
count  with  his  being  there.  As  foon  as  the 
people  heard  of  it,  they  hurried  away  in 
great  numbers  to  fee  him,  and  prefently  ac- 
quainted him  how  they  had  difpatched  the 
enemy  of  the  Capuchins  into  that  river , and 


that  for  the  future  they  would  defend  thofe Merolla 
holy  men  to  the  lafl  drop  of  their  blood.  This 
promife  they  afterwards  confirmed  by  an 
oath  at  the  holy  altar.  They  alfo  at  the 
fame  time  earneftly  entreated  this  father, 
that  he  would  continue  among  them , and  de- 
part no  more  for  Loanda.  To  this  requeft 
father  Jofeph  anfwered,  That  his  commiffion 
from  his  fuperior  extended  no  farther  than  to 
bring  away  father  Leonard,  together  with  the 
church  goods.  Infhort,  fo  very  urgent  were 
their  intreaties,  and  fo  powerful  their  rea- 
fons,  that  he  was  at  length  prevailed  upon 
to  tarry  with  them  ; and  that  efpecially  at 
the  return  of  the  meffenger  who  brought 
him  the  fame  defires  from  the  new  count. 

All  this  gained  fo  far  upon  him,  that  he 
not  only  confented  to  ftay  himfelf,  but 
likewife,  as  a farther  token  of  good-will, 
and  pardoning  their  late  offence,  procured 
alfo  the  injured  father  Thomas  to  return 
once  more  among  them  ; and  even  from 
thence- forward  our  order  has  lived  in  that 
country  without  the  leaft  moleftation. 

This  earldom  is  very  large,  even  if  you  Manpbap- 
except  Chiovacbianza  fpoken  of  before.  In  Ctx,ed. 
it  there  were  formerly  about  fix  miffioners, 
but  there  are  now  for  the  moft  part  but 
one  or  two,  when  there  is  occafion  for  a 
much  greater  number.  In  thefirft  million 
my  companion  went  on  into  thefe  parts, 
above  five  hundred,  as  well  men  and  wo- 
men, as  children,  were  baptized  by  him 
in  a day.  I have  alfo  known  here  abun- 
dance of  mothers  come  five  or  fix  days 
journey,  with  their  infants  in  their  arms, 
to  have  them  chriftened,  or  elfe  to  confefs 
themfelves,  paying  the  interpreter  to  boot. 

How  often  does  it  happen  among  Europe- 
ans, that  many  put  off  the  facrarnent  of  the 
bleffed  lupper  from  time  to  time  with  no 
fmall  hazard  to  their  fouls  ? whereas  in  this 
country  there  is  only  a want  of  apoftolick  la- 
bourers to  make  the  people  ftribt  obfervers 
of  the  commandments,  and  conftant  in  the 
faith. 

To  preferve  as  much  as  poffible  this  new-  Priefi's 
planted  Chriftianity,  it  has  been  ordered  °ffice- 
that  in  every  city,  or  place  of  any  note, 
there  fhould  be  one  church  at  leaft,  and  at 
my  being  here  there  were  in  all  about  eigh- 
teen throughout  the  count’s  dominions. 

To  every  of  thefe  there  is  fent  fome  perfon 
that  has  been  bred  up  in  our  convent,  who 
three  times  a week  is  to  fay  over  the  Rofary 
to  the  people,  and  withal  to  teach  every 
funday.  On  all  holidays,  inftead  of  mafs 
the  Litany  is  only  fung,  and  the  Chriftian 
dodtrine  expounded ; and  on  the  firft  fun- 
day  of  every  month  there  is  a proceflion  to 
be  of  the  Rofary.  As  often  as  any  dedica- 
tion-day of  a church  happens,  the  miffioner 
takes  care  to  be  prefent  himfelf  if  he  can 
poffible,  when  great  numbers  appear,  ei- 
2 ther 
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Merolla  ther  to  baptize  their  children,  to  marry, 
or  to  receive  the  facrament. 

Great  Herein  neverthelefs  there  did  not  want 

abufes.  abufes,  introduced  for  the  moft  part  by 
foreigners,  rather  than  the  natives,  of  whom 
there  are  many,  who  through  the  grace  of 
God  live  fuch  good  lives,  that  fometimes 
in  their  confeffions  there  has  fcarce  been 
matter  for  abfolution.  The  firft  abufe  was 
in  matrimony,  after  the  following  manner : 
thefe  people  were  accuftomed  to  converfe 
with  their  wives  fome  time  before  they  mar- 
ried them,  to  try  if  they  could  like  them  ; 
and  after  the  fame  manner  the  wives  were 
to  experience  their  hufbands.  The  con- 
tracts were  made  thus : a father  and  mo- 
ther feeing  their  fon  arrived  to  an  age  fit 
for  marriage,  fend  a prefent  (which  goes 
alfo  for  a portion)  according  to  their  abili- 
ty, to  the  father  and  mother  of  the  perfon 
that  he  fancies,  requefting  their  daughter 
of  them  for  a wife  to  their  fon.  Together 
with  this  prefent  there  is  likewife  fent  an 
earthen  pot  full  of  palm-wine,  called  by  the 
natives  Cietto  a Melaffo.  Before  the  intend- 
ed wife’s  parents  receive  the  prefent,  they 
and  their  company  are  to  drink  up  the  wine : 
Firft,  his  father  is  to  drink,  then  the 
mother  •,  and  after  them  it  is  handed  about 
among  the  ftanders  by : if  this  laft  cere- 
mony were  omitted,  it  would  be  accounted 
a confiderable  affront.  After  all  this  is 
done,  the  father  is  to  return  an  anfwer  ei- 
ther one  way  or  other:  if  he  rejects  the  of- 
fer, he  muff;  make  his  excufes  •,  but  if  he 
accept  it,  he  only  retains  the  portion. 
When  the  laft  happens,  the  hulband  with 
his  friends  and  relations  goes  immediately, 
upon  notice  that  the  prefent  has  been  ac- 
cepted, to  his  wife’s  father’s  houfe  ; and 
having  there  received  her  of  her  parents, 
condufts  her  to  his  own.  The  way  of  mar- 
rying, in  facie  ecclefue,  is  not  at  all  approv- 
ed of  by  them,  for  they  mult  firft  be  fatif- 
fied  whether  their  wife  will  have  children, 
of  which  they  are  very  folicitous ; whether 
{he  will  be  diligent  in  her  daily  labour ; and 
laftly,  whether  fhe  will  prove  obedient  be- 
fore they  will  marry  her.  If  they  find  her 
faulty  in  any  of  thefe  points,  they  imme- 
diately fend  her  back  again  to  her  parents. 
When  the  fault  proceeds  from  the  wife’s 
fide,  the  hufband  mult  have  the  prefent  he 
made  her  reftored  •,  but  when  it  happens 
on  his  part,  he  can  recover  nothing.  Tho’ 
the  woman  through  any  defeCt,  either  in 
perfon  or  behaviour,  be  returned,  yet  is 
lhe  not  neverthelefs  looked  upon  as  the 
worfe  for  it,  but  foon  after  generally  under- 
goes another  trial.  Being  obliged  by  us 
to  marry,  when  once  they  are  become  fo, 
they  will  live  fo  chriftian-like  and  lovingly 
together,  that  the  wife  would  fooner  futfer 
herfelf  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  than  confent  to 
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defile  her  hufband’s  bed.  If  it  at  any  time 
happen  otherwife,  which  I’m  confident 
rarely  does,  the  adulterer  is  obliged  to  give 
the  value  of  a Have  to  the  hufband  of  the 
adulterefs,  and  fhe  is  to  go  forthwith  and 
beg  her  hufband’s  pardon  for  the  wrong 
fhe  has  done  him  ; otherwife  if  he  comes 
to  know  of  her  crime,  he  may  eafily  ob- 
tain a divorce.  Such  as  are  found  to  co- 
habit together  without  being  lawfully  mar- 
ried, are  fined  fo  much  of  the  country 
money  as  amounts  to  the  value  of  nine 
of  our  crowns. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  father  of 
the  bride,  when  he  receives  the  prefent  for 
her,  though  it  be  never  fo  little,  muft  not 
complain,  for  that  would  be  no  better  than 
felling  his  daughter.  Wherefore  to  prevent 
fuch  a crime,  all  men  are  taxed  by  the 
publick  in  thofe  matters  how  much  they 
fhall  give,  and  which  is  always  rated  accord- 
ing to  their  qualities  and  conditions. 

All  that  the  bride’s  parents  receive  upon 
this  account,  they  look  upon  as  due  to  them 
for  maintaining  their  daughter  to  the  time 
of  her  marriage  j fo  that  you  may  perceive 
he  is  to  be  efteemed  the  richeft  perfon  here 
who  has  moft  daughters. 

A notable  abufe  is  this  other,  though 
pradifed  by  the  meaner  fort  of  people,  and 
that  but  feldom.  When  a man  happens 
to  draw  near  his  end,  who  has  taken  a wo- 
man for  his  wife,  but  whom  he  had  not 
yet  married,  to  fave  returning  the  portion, 
he  leaves  the  concubine  to  fome  kinfman. 

To  prevent  the  which,  we  have  ordered 
that  he  who  receives  a woman  in  that  na- 
ture fliall  be  baftinadoed.  One  of  thefe 
Negroes  that  had  taken  his  coufin  to  wife, 
was  once  brought  before  me.  This  perfon 
was  of  the  better  fort ; but  I thought  the 
greater  his  quality  was,  the  greater  would 
be  the  fcandal  if  I fhould  let  him  go  un- 
punifhed  ; and  therefore  having  firft  ufed 
admonitions  to  him,  and  finding  them 
fruitlefs,  I proceeded  tovmenaces ; but  all 
the  effed  they  had  was,  that  inftead  of 
quitting  her,  he  made  a new  prefent  to  her 
father,  and  thereby  infinuated  that  he  had 
fulfilled  the  law.  Hereupon  I caufed  him 
to  be  again  apprehended,  together  with 
his  fpoufe : and  having  made  a fhort  fer- 
mon  to  them  both,  and  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  Ihew  the  heinoufnefs  of  this  crime, 
upon  their  further  obftinacy,  I delivered 
them  up  to  the  people  to  be  dealt  with  as 
they  thought  fit  •,  who  taking  them  into 
their  cuftody,  before  they  partedwith  them, 
feverely  fcourged  them  both,  and  moreover 
deprived  the  man  of  a certain  office  he  held, 
which  brought  him  in  great  profit. 

I faid  before,  that  women  would  have 
experience  of  their  hufbands  before  they 
married  them,  in  like  manner  as  the  men 
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were  to  have  of  them  •,  and  in  this  parti- 
cular I can  aver,  that  they  are  commonly 
much  more  obftinate  or  fickle  than  men, 
for  I have  known  many  of  thefe  laft  that 
were  willing  to  be  married,  and  the  wo- 
men always  hung  back,  and  either  fled 
away  or  made  excufes. 

Amongft  the  many  cafes  of  this  nature 
that  happened  to  me  in  my  million,  I lhall 
relate  only  one  more.  Being  called  to  con- 
fefs  a fick  woman  that  had  a daughter  who 
lived  with  a man  upon  trial ; before  I con- 
fefied  her,  I told  her,  That  I could  not  make 
her  partaker  of  the  benefit  of  abfiolution , unlefis 
fhe  withdrew  her  daughter  from  the  ftate  of 
fin  fhe  lived  in,  and  obliged  her  to  marry. 
To  which  the  fick  woman  readily  anfwer- 
ed,  Father , I will  never  confent  that  my 
daughter  fhall  have  occafion  from  me  to  curfe 
me  after  I am  dead , for  obliging  her  to  marry 
where  fhe  does  not  fancy.  Then  I replied, 
JVhat , do  you  then  Jland  more  in  awe  of  a 
temporal , than  an  eternal  curfe?  And  at  the 
fame  time  calling  the  daughter  to  me,  I 
demanded  of  her.  If  fhe  would  be  willing 
that  her  mother  fhould  go  to  hell  upon  her 
account ? The  wretch  hearing  this,  be- 
gan immediately  to  tremble  and  weep,  and 
calling  her  feigned  hufband  to  her,  fwore 
before  me,  that  fhe  would  be  fure  to  marry 
him  the  firft  holiday  that  came : and  ac- 
cordingly fhe  did,  for  foon  after  going  a 
filhing  with  her  hufband,  they  happened 
to  have  good  luck,  and  therewith  they  fo- 
lemnized  their  nuptials.  Hereupon  I pre- 
fently  confelfed  the  fick  mother,  and  fhe 
not  long  after  died  in  peace.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  fome  obftinate  mothers  have 
rather  chofen  to  die  unconfefied,  than  to 
concern  themfeives  with  the  marriage  of 
their  daughters. 

The  oeconomy  obferved  between  huf- 
band and  wife  is  as  follows : The  man  is 
obliged  to  procure  a habitation,  to  clothe 
his  wife  according  to  her  condition,  to 
prune  the  trees,  to  grub  up  roots  from  the 
fields  where  there  is  occafion,  and  alfo  to 
carry  home  the  palm-wine  to  their  houfe 
as  often  as  it  riles.  The  woman  on  her 
part  is  to  find  meat  for  her  hufband  and 
children,  and  therefore  only  they  have  the 
care  of  marketing.  As  foon  as  rain  comes, 
fhe  goes  into  the  fields,  and  works  till  noon, 
at  which  time  fhe  is  to  return  home  to  get 
her  hufband’s  dinner.  Being  got  ready,  fhe 
fets  it  down  before  him,  who  fits  only  at 
table,  and  who  after  he  has  fatisfied  him- 
felf,  gives  the  reft  to  her,  and  fhe  forth- 
with divides  it  between  herfelf  and  chil- 
dren. I fhould  have  told  you  alfo,  that 
the  wives  here  wait  on  their  hufbands  at 
table. 

Another  abufe  is,  that  when  the  women 
are  with  child,  they  clothe  themfeives  from 
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the  loins  to  the  knees,  after  the  country 
fafhion,  with  a fort  of  rind  taken  oft'  a 
tree,  which  is  like  a coarfe  cloth,  and  fo 
neatly  interwove,  that  it  rather  feems  the 
work  of  the  loom,  than  the  product  of  the 
earth.  This  tree  is  called  mirrone , the 
wood  whereof  is  very  hard,  the  leaves  like 
thofe  of  the  orange-tree,  and  every  bough 
fends  down  abundance  of  roots  to  the 
ground.  It  is  generally  planted  near  the 
houfes,  as  if  it  were  the  tutelar  god  of  the 
dwelling,  the  Gentiles  adoring  it  as  one  of 
their  idols : and  in  fome  places  they  leave 
calabafhes  full  of  wine  of  the  palm-tree 
at  the  foot  of  them,  for  them  to  drink 
when  they  are  thirfty  •,  nor  do  they  dare 
tread  upon  its  leaves,  any  more  than  we 
would  on  the  holy  crofs.  But  if  they  per- 
ceive any  branch  broke,  they  no  longer 
worfhip  it,  but  prefently  take  off  the  bark, 
or  rind,  whereof  the  women  with  child 
make  thofe  garments,  receiving  them  at 
the  hands  of  the  wizards,  who  tell  them, 
they  eafe  the  burden  of  the  great  belly, 
and  caufe  them  to  be  eafily  delivered.  It  is 
not  to  be  imagined  how  careful  the  women 
are  of  this  tree,  believing  it  delivers  them 
from  all  the  dangers  that  attend  child-bear- 
ing. Neverthelefs  underftanding  there  was 
one  in  the  liberty  of  our  million,  I went, 
well  attended,  and  cut  it  down.  The  wo- 
man it  belonged  to  afked,  why  it  was  cut 
down  ? I told  her  I wanted  it  to  cut  into 
planks ; and  fhe  went  into  her  houfe  with- 
out fpeaking  one  word  more. 

The  fourth  abufe  is,  that  wbilft  their 
children  are  young,  thefe  people  bind  them 
about  with  certain  fuperftitious  cords  made 
by  the  wizards ; who  likewife  teach  them 
to  utter  a kind  of  fpell  while  they  are  bind- 
ing them.  They  alfo  at  the  fame  time 
hang  about  them  bones  and  teeth  of  divers 
animals,  being  prefervatives,  as  they  fay, 
againft  the  power  of  any  difeafe.  Likewife 
there  are  fome  mothers  fo  foolifh,  that  they 
will  hang  Agnus  Dei’s,  medals  and  relicks 
to  the  aforefaid  cords.  When  thefe  women 
bring  their  children  to  be  chriftened,  if  we 
find  any  of  thefe  cords  about  them,  we  pre- 
fently order  them  to  be  Hop’d  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  inftead  thereof  to  receive  fe- 
veral  fcourges  on  their  knees,  till  luch  time 
as  they  recant  their  error.  I will  relate 
only  one  of  the  feveral  cafes  of  this  nature 
that  happened  to  me.  A woman  came  to 
me  to  have  her  fon  baptized,  and  who  at 
the  fame  time  had  the  magick  cord  about 
his  wafte : I immediately  ordered  the  mo- 
ther to  be  whipped ; but  fcarce  had  Ihe  re- 
ceived one  ftroke  before  fhe  fell  down  on 
her  knees,  and  in  great  confternation  direct- 
ed herfelf  to  me  after  this  manner:  Father, 
pardon  me,  I befeech  you,  for  the  love  of 
God,  becaufe  that  my  child  having  had  four 
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Me  roll  a of  thefe  cords  on , I took  off  three  while  we 
were  upon  the  road , and  the  fourth  I defigned 
to  take  away  as  foon  as  I had  opportunity, 
hut  forgot  it.  This  caufed  great  laughter 
in  the  ftanders-by,  but  in  me  it  raifed  an 
effedt  of  pity  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  wo- 
man, infomuch  that  giving  her  only  a 
fmart  reproof,  I fent  her  away  unpunifhed. 

The  fifth  is,  that  being  to  wean  any  one 
of  their  children,  the  father  and  mother 
together  lay  him  on  the  ground  ; and  whilft 
they  do  that,  which  modefty  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  name,  the  father  lifts  him  by  the 
arm,  and  fo  holds  him  for  fome  time  hang- 
ing in  the  air,  falfly  believing  that  by  thofe 
means  he  will  become  more  ftrong  and  ro- 
buft.  This  ceremony  they  call  the  lifting 
of  a child,  and  is  in  my  opinion  the  molt 
impudent  and  fuperftitious  that  could  be 
imagined.  Thefe  people  moreover  keep 
their  young  children  always  naked  upon 
the  ground,  to  the  end  they  may  thereby 
grow  hardy  and  adtive ; and  fcarce  are  they 
able  to  walk  alone,  but  they  tie  a bell 
about  them,  to  give  notice  where  they  are 
to  be  found  when  they  have  ftrayed. 

A fixth  abufe  is,  that  the  mothers  are 
accuftomed  to  prefent  their  infants  to  the 
wizards  as  foon  as  born,  that  they  may 
foretel  what  good  or  evil  fortune  is  likely 
to  befal  them  : for  this  purpofe  the  falfe 
prophet  takes  the  child  in  his  arms,  and 
turning  and  winding  it  about,  makes  his 
pretended  obfervations  upon  the  mufcles 
and  other  parts  of  its  body,  and  afterwards 
tells  the  parents  what  he  thinks  fit.  The 
fame  obfervations  are  made  upon  fick  per- 
fons,  to  know  what  has  been  the  occafion 
of  their  difeafes : if  they  happen  to  guefs 
wrong,  and  the  patient  comes  to  die,  they 
never  want  for  excufes  to  clear  themfelves. 

Seventhly,  it  is  a cuftom  that  either  the 
parents  or  the  wizards  give  certain  rules  to 
be  inviolably  obferved  by  the  young  peo- 
ple, and  which  they  call  chegilla:  thefe  are 
to  abftain  from  eating  either  fome  forts  of 
poultry,  the  flelh  of  fome  kinds  of  wild 
beafts,  fuch  and  fuch  fruits,  roots  either 
raw  or  boiled  after  this  or  another  man- 
ner, with  feveral  other  ridiculous  injunc- 
tions of  the  like  nature,  too  many  to  be 
enumerated  here.  You  would  wonder  with 
what  religious  obfervance  thefe  commands 
are  obeyed.  Thefe  young  people  would 
fooner  chufe  to  faff  feveral  days  together, 
than  to  tafte  the  leaft  bit  of  what  has  been 
forbidden  them  ; and  if  it  fometimes  hap- 
pen that  the  chegilla  has  been  negledted  to 
have  been  given  them  by  their  parents, 
they  think  they  fliall  prefently  die  unlefs 
they  go  immediately  to  receive  it  from  the 
wizards.  A certain  young  Negro  being 
upon  a journey,  lodged  in  a friend’s  houfe 
by  the  way : his  friend  before  he  went  out 


the  next  morning,  had  got  a wild  hen 
ready  for  his  breakfaft,  they  being  much 
better  than  the  tame  ones.  The  Negro 
hereupon  demanded,  if  it  were  a wild  hen  ? 
his  hoft  anfwered,  No:  then  he  fell  on 
heartily,  and  afterwards  proceeded  on  his 
journey.  About  four  years  after  thefe  two 
met  together  again,  and  the  aforefaid  Negro 
being  not  yet  married,  his  old  friend  afked 
him,  If  he  would  eat  a wild  hen  ? to  which 
he  anfwered,  ‘That  he  had  received  the  che- 
gilla, and  therefore  could  not.  Hereat  the 
hoft  began  immediately  to  laugh,  enquiring 
of  him,  What  made  him  refufe  it  now,  when  he 
had  eaten  one  at  his  table  about  four  years  ago? 
At  the  hearing  of  this  the  Negro  immediate- 
ly fell  a trembling,  and  buffered  himfelf  to 
be  fo  far  poffeffed  with  the  effedts  of  ima- 
gination, that  he  died  in  lefs  than  twenty 
four  hours  after. 

Eighthly  ; The  maids  have  a cuftom, 
that  in  what  place  foever  they  firft  have 
their  courfes  come  upon  them  they  muft 
continue,  though  without  doors,  till  one  of 
their  kindred  comes  to  carry  them  into  the 
houfe;  then  they  have  two  maids  and  a 
feparate  apartment  afiigned  them,  where 
they  muft  keep  locked  up  for  two  or  three 
months  together,  and  obferve  certain  fu- 
perftitious ceremonies,  fuch  as,  not  to  fpeak 
to  any  man , to  wafh  fo  many  times  a day,  to 
anoint  themfelves  with  taculla,  which  is  the 
dull  of  a red  wood  tempered  with  water, 
and  the  like.  If  they  Ihould  not  do  this, 
they  are  of  opinion,  that  they  Ihould  never 
be  fit  for  procreation,  though  experience 
fhews  them  the  contrary.  This  fuperfti- 
tion  is  by  them  called  the  cajkets  of  water 
or  fire. 

On  the  feaft  of  the  purification  of  the 
virgin  Mary,  I had  a mind  to  preach  a fer- 
mon  againft  thefe  practices  ; and  the  better 
to  move  the  people,  I had  before  placed 
the  image  in  relievo  of  this  bleffed  faint  co- 
vered on  the  altar  with  a dagger  ftruck  thro’ 
her  breaft,  upon  which  the  blood  followed : 
This  done,  I began  to  difeourfe  againft 
thofe  women  that  obferved  the  hellilh  de- 
lufions  beforementioned,  proving  that  they 
thereby  not  only  offended  their  loving  Sa- 
viour, but  likewife  did  great  injury  to  his 
immaculate  mother.  At  the  fame  inftant 
I drew  afide  the  curtain,  and  difeovered 
the  image,  which  the  people  perceiving  fo 
wounded  and  bloody,  began  immediately 
to  relent,  and  broke  out  into  theextremeft 
grief.  Among  the  many  prefent  there  was 
one  father  of  a family  that  had  a daughter 
then  Chut  up  upon  the  foregoing  account ; 
who  returning  home  in  a great  paflion,  fell 
upon  both  wife  and  daughter,  and  banged 
them  to  that  degree,  that  they  were  glad 
to  come  immediately  to  our  church  to  be 
confeffed. 
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The  ninth  and  laft  abufe  is,  that  all  the 
fields  of  this  country  being  without  fen- 
ces, their  owners,  to  preferve  their  corn, 
plant  about  them  feveral  rows  of  flakes, 
which  being  bound  round  with  bundles  of 
herbs  by  the  wizards,  they  tell  you  will 
kill  any  fuch  as  fhall  offer  either  to  rob 
or  do  them  damage. 

Laws  and  To  remedy  as  much  as  pofiible  all  thefe 
ordinances,  diforders,  which  for  the  moft  part  are 
pra&ifed  either  by  women  or  men  of  no 
confideration,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
iffue  forth  the  following  ordinances. 

Firft,  That  all  the  mani's  or  governors 
either  of  provinces  or  cities,  who  are  not 
lawfully  married,  fhall  be  forthwith  de- 
prived of  their  governments,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  not  by  their  ill  examples 
with-hold  the  common  people  from  their 
duty.  To  get  this  the  better  obferved,  we 
drew  on  our  fide  all  the  principal  courtiers, 
whom  we  perfuaded  to  marry  their  wives 
without  defiring  to  have  any  foregoing  ex- 
perience of  them.  This  pious  endeavour 
of  ours,  thro*  the  grace  of  God,  fucceeded 
fo  well,  that  all  that  embraced  it  were  ef- 
teemed  ; and  fuch  as  oppofed  it  either  de- 
fpifed,  or  punilhed. 

Secondly,  That  all  the  women  which 
were  great  with  child  fhould  be  confeffed, 
and  communicate  oftner  than  they  were 
wont  to  do,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  were 
near  their  time  j both  whom  we  likewife 
enjoined  to  wear  religious  relicks  inftead  of 
the  wizards  mats. 

Thirdly,  That  all  mothers  lhould  make 
the  cords  they  bound  their  infants  with  of 
palm-leaves  that  had  been  confecrated  on 
palm-funday,  and  moreover  guard  them 
well  with  other  fuch  relicks  as  we  are  ac- 
cuflomed  to  make  ufe  of  at  the  time  of 
baptifm. 

Fourthly,  That  all  fathers  and  mothers 
fhould  at  certain  times  offer  up  their  chil- 
dren to  God,  and  that  in  the  church  be- 
fore fome  image  of  our  Saviour. 

Fifthly,  That  all  mothers  after  the  birth 
of  their  firft-born  fhould  carry  it  to  the 
church,  and  perform  the  ceremony,  which 
is  called  entring  into  the  holy  place  •,  and 
if  it  be  lick,  we  ordered  its  mother  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  Lord,  together  with 
fome  fort  of  vow. 

Sixthly,  That  the  parents  fhould  enjoin 
their  children  to  obferve  fome  particular 
devotion,  fuch  as  to  repeat  fo  many  times 
a-day  the  Rofary  or  the  Crown  in  honour 
of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  to  fall  on  faturdays, 
to  eat  no  flefh  a wednefdays,  and  fuch  things 
ufed  among  Chriftians, 

Seventhly,  Thofe  women  that  lhould  be 
found  fhut  up  for  the  future  on  account  of 
their  conception  were  to  be  fcourged,  and 
which  was  forthwith  executed  by  order 
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from  the  count:  but  if  through  neceflity Merolla 
they  were  obliged  to  keep  up,  then  they 
were  enjoined  only  to  repeat  the  Rofary  on 
common  days,  and  to  hear  rnafs  on  all 
feafl-days. 

Eighthly  and  laftly,  Whipping  was  like- 
wife impofed  on  all  fuch  as  fhould  rob,  or 
otherwife  do  damage  in  any  field ; ar.d 
that  inftead  of  the  magick  guard  their  own- 
ers had  planted  to  preferve  their  corn,  and 
to  render  it  fertile,  they  fhould  make  ufe 
of  confecrated  palm-branches,  and  here 
and  there  fet  the  fign  of  the  crofs.  And 
further,  to  the  end  that  all  thefe  preferva- 
tives  fhould  be  left  Handing  at  the  time  of 
reaping  the  corn,  we  fent  always  a good 
company  of  our  fcholars  at  that  feafon 
with  a ftandard,  to  run  over  the  fields,  and 
fee  that  all  was  in  order ; and  alfo  to  back 
their  authority,  we  procured  feveral  of  the 
count’s  fons  and  relations  to  accompany 
them,  who  might  warrant  the  pulling  down 
any  fpells  or  inchantments  which  they 
fhould  meet  with  in  their  way. 

Being  thus  got  into  the  fpacious  fields  Defcripti- 
of  Sogno , let  us  take  a view  by  the  by  of  0J> 
the  fituations,  pofleflions,  habitations  and  0 
manner  of  living,  and  clothing  of  thofe 
Ethiopians.  The  earldom  of  Sogno  is  ab- 
folute,  except  only  its  being  tributary  to 
the  kingdom  of  Congo.  It  is  a peninfula , 
bordering  on  the  eaft  upon  Bamba , a d u tchy 
belonging  to  Congo , and  divided  from  it 
by  the  river  Ambrife : on  the  weft  and  fouth 
it  has  the  ocean,  and  on  the  north  it  is 
bounded  by  the  river  Zaire , which  divides 
the  Chriftians  from  the  pagans  of  the  king- 
dom of  Angoli , and  is  feated  in  the  torrid 
zone,  being  only  fix  degrees  diftant  from 
the  equinoctial  line.  It  has  feveral  illands 
in  the  Zaire , which  are  all  inhabited  by 
Chriftians.  The  eleClion  of  the  count  is 
performed  by  nine  electors,  who  for  the 
moft  part  chufe  a new  one  before  the  old 
one  deceafed  is  buried.  During  the  inte- 
rim of  the  fede  vacante  (vacancy  of  the 
throne)  a child  governs,  who  is  obey’d  by 
all  as  if  he  were  their  real  prince.  As  foon 
as  the  election  is  made,  we  miflioners  are 
acquainted  with  it  by  order,  to  the  end 
that  if  we  approve  of  it  we  may  publifh  it 
in  the  church,  otherwife  the  election  goes 
for  nothing. 

The  count  being  dead,  the  countefs  Countefs 
dowager  (like  the  queen  dowager  of  Congo ) dowager. 
returns  with  her  children  to  her  firft  habi- 
tation, where  fhe  is  to  exercife  no  dorni-  '**” 
nion,  but  becomes  a private  woman,  only 
retaining  a privilege  to  take  place  next  to 
the  countefs- regent.  Sometimes  it  happens 
that  there  are  three  or  four  of  thefe  coun- 
tefs-dowagers  living  at  a time,  and  that 
becaufe  the  women  in  this  country  are 
much  Longer-liv’d  than  the  men,  as  alfo 
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Merolla  that  it  is  lawful  for  no  body  to  marry  thefe 
countefies  except  the  fucceffor  only. 

Their  duty  is  to  obferve  continence 
ftridtly  in  their  widow’d  ftate  ; for  if  any  of 
them  fhould  be  proved  guilty  of  unchaf- 
tity,  they  muft  either  undergo  death  by 
fire,  or  the  fword.  If  either  the  fon,  or 
any  other  perfon  of  the  blood  has  a mind 
to  fucceed  his  relation  even  in  the  life-time 
of  the  dying  prince,  there  commonly  arife 
great  troubles  to  the  ftate  •,  for  they  gene- 
rally by  factions  get  pofieffion  of  the  throne, 
and  exclude  the  electors  from  doing  their 
duty.  It  is  therefore  that  the  death  of  all 
counts  is  always  concealed  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  infomuch  that  fometimes  the  Hefted 
facrament  has  been  forborn  to  be  given 
them,  for  fear  of  difcovering  the  occafion 
by  the  priefts  going  to  coftrtA 

Policy.  It  once  happened  that  I was  called  to 
court  to  comfort  the  indifpofed  count,  but 
the  meftenger  it  feems  had  a particular  or- 
der to  condudt  me  by  the  mofc  unfrequent- 
ed road.  I went,  and  being  come  into 
the  count’s  prefence,  after  having  received 
me  with  all  the  civility  imaginable,  he  de- 
manded of  the  courtier  what  people  he  had 
met  by  the jvay : he  anfwer’d,  only  three 
or  four,  and  named  them.  After  which, 
without  any  reply  to  him,  he  addreffed 
himfelf  to  me,  and  difcourfed  of  many 
things  relating  to  my  million.  I knew 
fuch  difcourfe  could  not  be  the  caufe  of 
his  fending  for  me,  and  therefore  after 
fome  time  intreated  his  highnefs  to  difco- 
ver  to  me  the  occafion  of  it:  He  anfwer’d, 
The  occafion  of  my  fending  for  you , father , 
was  only  to  fee  you , and  to  delight  my  felf 
with  your  converfation.  But  as  I was  after- 
wards informed  by  a perfon  about  him,  his 
reafon  was  to  have  fome  remedy  from  me 
for  his  indifpofition  ; yet  altho’  I had  been 
above  an  hour  with  him,  he  had  not  the 
courage  to  open  his  mind  to  me,  fearing 
kit  even  I fhould  difeover  his  illnefs  to  be 
greater  than  it  really  was,  and  therefore 
the  better  to  keep  me  in  ignorance,  he  im- 
mediately caufcd  himfelf  to  be  lifted  out 
of  the  bed.  My  companion  foon  after 
returning  from  his  million  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  found  feveral  dead  bodies 
in  the  road,  which  we  difcovering  to  the 
count,  fearing  it  was  by  his  order  they  had 
been  murdered,  he  frankly  owned  that  they 
had  been  facrificed  to  the  intereft  of  the 
ftate.  We  told  him  our  fenfe  of  fuch  prac- 
tices, and  withal  enjoined  him  a fevere  pe- 
nance for  the  fait. 

‘The count's  The  fons  of  the  deceafed  count  remain 

Cons.  likewife  no  more  than  private  gentlemen 
after  his  death  ; and  if  their  father  in  his 
life-time  has  a mind  to  buy  them  any  e- 
ftates,  he  muft  publifh  throughout  his 
whole  dominions,  that  he  has  done  it  with 


his  own  money,  legally  arifing  from  his 
own  rents,  otherwile  his  children  would 
run  a rifk  to  be  deprived  of  the  pofteftions, 
as,  for  want  of  fuch  a proclamation,  it  has 
often  happened  they  have  been.  The  counts 
have  another  way  to  leave  livelihoods  to 
their  children  or  friends,  and  that  is  by 
grubbing  up  woods  belonging  to  his  crown, 
and  thereby  reducing  them  to  arable  lands, 
which  he  is  at  liberty  to  grant  as  he  thinks 
fit.  This  way  we  have  likewife  made  ufe 
of  to  fubfift  any  Have  baptized  into  our 
church,  and  for  whom  we  have  begged 
fome  of  this  land  for  him  to  cultivate  to 
his  own  profit. 

The  count’s  dominions  are  very  large,  Dominions 
and  in  which  are  many  cities  called  banza , 
one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  Chiova , 
but  the  greatefc  of  all  is  the  banza  of  Sog- 
no , where  the  count  refides.  This  banza 
is  always  governed  by  one  of  the  count’s 
near  relations  or  friends,  and  who  has  only 
the  name  of  governor,  the  reft  having 
only  the  title  of  mani.  There  are  like- 
wife feveral  territories  and  towns  fubjedt  to 
thefe  cities,  which  are  termed  by  the  na- 
tives libattas. 

Every  governor  or  mani  on  the  feaft-  Governors 
day  of  St.  James  is  obliged  to  appear  with 
all  his  people  at  the  banza  of  Sogno,  to 
afllft  at  the  firft  mafs  faid  there.  If  any 
one  be  any  ways  hindered  from  coming, 
he  muft  fend  a deputy  in  his  room,  which 
if  he  negledts  to  do,  he  will  both  lofe  his 
employment,  and  pay  a fine  befides. 

On  the  fame  day  every  one  is  to  pay  al-  Manner  of 
legiance  to  the  prince  after  the  following  PafnS  °- 
manner.  In  the  great  market-place  near  bedience% 
our  convent  a throne  is  eredted  for  the 
count,  who  in  the  prefence  of  all  the 
people  comes  to  receive  benediction  from 
the  miflioner,  who  attends  for  that  purpofe 
in  the  church-porch : he  afterwards  exer- 
cifes  two  feats  of  arms.  In  the  firft,  after 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  having  on  his 
head  a crown  of  flowing  feathers,  he  makes 
ufe  of  a bow  and  arrows:  In  the  other, 
being  adorned  with  a hat  with  plumes  of 
feathers  on  it,  a chain  and  crofs  of  gold 
about  his  neck,  to  which  is  fixed  a long 
rope  of  coral  which  hangs  down  to  his 
knees,  together  with  a fhort  fcarlet  cloak, 
all  embroidered,  on  his  fhoulders,  with  two 
open  places  to  put  out  his  arms  on  each 
fide,  and  feveral  other  fine  things,  he  ex- 
ercifes  with  the  fuzee.  In  both  thefe  he  is 
at  the  fame  time  imitated  by  the  people, 
who  herein  ufe  the  fame  geftures  and  mo- 
tions they  would  do  in  cafe  they  were  either 
to  atrack  or  defend  themfelves  againft  their 
enemy.  As  foon  as  the  count  has  ended 
his  exercife  he  goes  to  fit  upon  his  throne, 
which  is  prepared  for  him  under  a great 
tree  that  ftands  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the 

market- 
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market-place  before-mentioned.  After  him 
the  captain-general  having  received  the 
like  benedidlion  with  his  mafter,  performs 
the  fame  thing  that  he  had  done  before 
him,  and  wherein  he  is  alfo  followed  by 
all  the  people,  with  divers  ways  of  attack- 
ing, retreating,  and  other  ftratagems  of 
war,  called  by  the  nations  fafchelari.  As 
foon  as  he  has  done,  he  places  himfelf  on 
a high  feat  covered  with  leather,  built  up 
for  him  on  the  eaft-fide  of  our  church  : 
This  he  does,  that  he  may  both  the  better 
be  feen,  and  obferve  the  military  exercifes 
performed  fucceffively  by  the  electors  and 
the  mani , each  being  as  a captain  at  the 
head  of  his  company,  and  who  every  one 
carry  a fpecimen  of  that  which  they  are 
obliged  to  offer  every  year  to  the  count 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  himfelf  and  court. 
For  example ; if  they  are  to  give  fifh, 
they  carry  a couple  of  fifh  tied  together 
on  the  head  of  a fpear:  if  oil,  then  they 
Ihew  the  palm -fruit  that  produces  it:  if 
flefh,  they  carry  a horn  of  fome  beaft  j 
and  fometimes  I have  feen  a man  wrapped 
about  in  a cow’s  fkin  to  demonftrate  that 
duty.  At  the  fame  time  the  mam’s  difpofe 
of  the  fyndicjhi'p  to  him  that  is  mod  wor- 
thy, and  remove  fuch  as  have  ill  executed 
their  offices  from  their  employments.  The 
great  number  of  people  met  together  from 
all  parts  to  aflift  at  this  ceremony,  occa- 
fions  us  alfo  a great  deal  to  do  during 
the  fpace  of  fifteen  days : for  fome  apply 
themfelves  to  us  to  be  married,  others  to 
confefs  themfelves,  and  fome  to  baptize 
their  infants.  I think  of  thefe  laft,  for 
my  fhare,  I baptifed  about  two  hundred 
and  feventy  two  in  one  day.  All  the  a- 
forefaid  ceremonies  being  at  an  end,  the 
people  return  home  each  to  their  own 
country,  but  not  without  craving  a blef- 
fing  from  father  miffioner. 

This  ceremony  is  begun  on  St.  James’ s 
day,  by  reafon  that  apoftle  is  looked  upon 
as  the  patron  and  protestor  of  all  thefe 
parts,  and  that  for  having  given  a fa- 
mous victory  to  the  king  of  Congo  againft 
the  idolaters  on  his  day.  The  manner 
according  to  the  common  report  was 
this. 

Account  of  Giovi,  the  firft  chriflian  king  of  Congo, 
a famous  being  dead,  Don  Alphonfo  his  fon,  no  lefs 
vtfiory.  jiejr  t0  virtuous  actions  than  crown , 
fucceeded  him.  Panfanguitima  his  brother 
thinking  his  title  not  good,  becaufe  he  had 
changed  his  religion  for  the  chriflian  faith, 
in  a fhort  time  rebelled,  and  having  no 
better  warrant  than  his  fword,  moved 
againft  him  with  a numerous  army  of  ido- 
laters. Don  Alphonfo  not  a little  furprized 
^ at  this  attempt,  marched  out  to  meet  him 
with  a fmall  number,  trufting  to  the  me- 
rits of  his  caufe,  and  the  afiiftance  of  our 
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Saviour : they  foon  came  to  a battel,  and  Merolla 
tho’  the  idolaters  were  very  numerous,  yet 
were  they  immediately  routed,  and  Pan- 
fanguitima himfelf  wounded.  After  the 
battel  this  prince  fled  to  a certain  retired 
place  in  the  mountains,  where  being  met 
with  by  fome  Blacks  that  were  Chriftians, 
they  feized  upon  and  took  him  prifoner, 
and  afterwards  brought  him  bound  before 
the  king  his  brother:  the  king  feeing  him 
in  that  condition,  embraced  him  with  all 
the  bowels  of  a loving  brother,  and  being 
extremely  concerned  to  find  him  fo  defpe- 
rately  wounded  both  in  foul  and  body, 
made  it  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  him 
healed  of  both.  But  no  chriflian  charity 
was  able  to  prevail  upon  the  ftubborn  and 
obftinate  pagan  Panfanguitima , who  giv- 
ing himfelf  up  altogether  to  defpair,  would 
fulfer  neither  remedy  nor  comfort,  and  fo 
in  a fhort  time  died.  It  did  not  fo  happen 
to  his  lieutenant-general,  for  he  having 
heard  the  dreadful  fentence  of  death  pro- 
nounced againft  him  in  cafe  he  did  not  turn 
Chriflian,  chofe  rather  to  be  baptifed  than 
to  die  a martyr  to  his  former  opinion. 
Hereupon  the  king  immediately  caufed 
his  bonds  to  be  loofed,  and  fet  him  free, 
only  enjoining  him  this  penance.  That  for 
a certain  time  he  Jhould  he  obliged  to  bring 
water  for  all  fuch  as  were  to  be  baptifed. 

Now  upon  report  that  St.  James  was  vifi- 
bly  feen  affifting  at  this  battel,  he  has  ever 
fince  been  received  for  the  patron  of  Congo 
and  Angola , and  fome  other  neighbouring 
nations. 

The  office  of  the  mani  is  to  receive  the  °f 
king’s  revenue,  and  to  employ  hufbandmen  the  mani 
to  manure  the  crown-lands  when  the  rains 
have  rendered  them  fit  to  till.  At  the 
time  of  reaping,  thefe  officers  referve  a cer- 
tain part  of  the  corn  for  themfelves,  being 
their  due,  and  a perquifite  annexed  to  their 
employ.  As  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  it  all 
belongs  to  them,  except  in  fome  particu- 
lar cafes,  referved  to  be  determined  either 
by  the  prince  or  his  delegates.  The  par- 
ties in  law  having  joined  ifliie  to  come  to 
a trial,  the  plaintiff  firft  urges  his  reafons 
on  his  knees  before  the  judge,  who  fits  on 
a carpet  with  a little  ftaff  of  authority  in 
his  hand,  and  under  the  canopy  of  a fhady 
tree,  fuch  as  are  wont  to  grow  in  the  great 
mens  court-yards  here.  Sometimes  the 
judge  hears  caufes  in  a great  ftraw-hut 
built  for  that  purpofe.  When  he  has  gravely  ^ 
given  ear  to  all  the  proofs  the  plaintiff  can 
bring,  he  proceeds  in  like  manner  to  hear 
the  defendant : after  which  he  calls  for  the 
witneffes,  and  if  they  do  not  attend,  the 
caufe  muft  be  put  off  to  another  day : if 
the  witneffes  appear  and  give  their  tefti- 
mony,  the  judge  after  having  ferioufly 
7 Y weigh’d 


Part  I 


630  A Voyage 

Merolla  weigh’d  and  confidered  the  proofs  and  al- 
legations  of  both  parties,  proceeds  to  pro- 
nounce fentence  according  to  the  didtates 
of  nature  and  reafon,  and  not  through  any 
knowledge  of  any  kind  of  laws.  He  that 
has  judgment  pronounced  in  his  favour, 
after  having  paid  fo  much  to  the  judge’s 
box,  extends  himfclf  all  along  with  his  face 
to  the  ground,  being  a pofture  whereby 
to  demonftrate  his  gratitude.  When  all 
is  over,  and  the  plaintiff  about  to  return 
home,  his  friends  and  relations  begin  to 
fet  up  their  throats,  repeating  all  the  way 
to  his  houfe  the  conqueror’s  caufe,  and 
the  judgment  pronounced  in  his  favour. 
Being  got  home,  he  is  obliged  to  treat  thofe 
that  had  accompanied  him,  and  fometimes 
fcarce  a night  and  a day  are  fufficient  to 
bound  their  merriment : if  the  cafe  be  con- 
fiderable,  they  commonly  feaft  for  three 
or  four  nights  together  with  no  fmall  charge 
to  him  that  invites.  All  this  while  the  un- 
fortunate perfon  having  had  the  caufe  gone 
againft  him,  remains  filent  and  quiet,  re- 
turning to  his  habitation  without  the  leaft 
murmur  or  ill-will. 

There  are  other  forts  of  feafts  which  are 
wont  to  be  kept  by  the  Blacks , fuch  as  up- 
on the  birth-days  of  their  patrons,  their 
alfumption  to  any  dignity,  or  the  like : it 
is  then  that  every  one  endeavours  to  make 
his  lord  a prefent  fuitable  to  his  capacity, 
and  moreover  aflifts  at  the  common  folem- 
nity  befides. 

Having  thus  given  a fliort  Iketch  of  fome 
feafts  in  ufe  among  thefe  new  Chriftians, 

_ I will  likewife  take  a little  notice  of  one 

feajis.  °f  the  pagans  of  thefe  parts,  and  that  efpe- 

cially  upon  the  birth-day  of  the  cajjangi , 
the  moft  potent  emperor  of  the  Giaghi , 
with  fome  other  particulars  relating  to  his 
dominions.  What  I am  about  to  tell  you 
was  communicated  to  me  by  father  John 
Baptijl  de  Salefano , a friar  of  our  order, 
who  accidentally  happened  to  be  in  this 
country  on  the  day  this  feaft  was  folem- 
nized.  The  dominions  of  cajjangi  are  very 
confiderable,  not  fo  much  for  their  border- 
ing upon  the  kingdom  of  Matamba , as  be- 
caufe  of  their  continued  enmity  with  the 
queen  of  Singa,  a friend  to  the  Portuguefes. 
This  queen  has  formerly  been  very  fervice- 
able  to  the  Whites , but  now  they  generally 
make  ufe  of  the  afliftanceof  another  prince 
of  the  Giaghi , called  galangola , as  has  been 
obferved  before.  But  to  lpeak  of  the  feaft 
made  by  the  cajjangi:  His  fubjedts  being 
fummoned  together,  appear  in  a vaft  body 
in  fome  fpacious  plain.  After  they  are 
thus  met,  they  gather  themfelves  into  a 
ring,  leaving  a large  void  in  the  middle, 
where  there  are  feveral  trees : on  the  top 
of  one  of  which  they  eredt  a fort  of  fcaf- 
fold  capable  to  contain  the  cajjangi , with 
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the  chiefeft  of  his  lords : afterwards,  at  a 
convenient  diftance,  they  chain  down  to  the 
trunk  of  a tree  one  of  the  fierceft  lions 
they  can  meet  with.  When  all  this  is  done, 
and  the  emperor  with  his  court  placed  as 
aforefaid,  the  people  begin  to  fet  up  a 
huge  noife,  which  joined  with  the  untun- 
able  difcord  of  a great  number  of  odd 
mufical  inftruments,  compofes  a hellifh 
harmony.  After  this  a fudden  fign  is  given 
for  all  to  be  hufh  and  filent,  and  then  the 
lion  is  immediately  loofed,  though  with 
the  lofs  of  his  tail,  which  is  at  the  fame  time 
whipped  off  to  make  him  the  more  furious. 

At  his  firft  loofing  he  commonly  ftares 
about,  and  feeing  himfelf  at  liberty,  tho* 
not  altogether  free,  by  reafon  of  the  mul- 
titudes that  furround  him,  he  immediately 
fets  up  a hideous  roar,  and  afterwards,  be- 
ing greedy  of  revenge,  rufhes  upon  fome 
part  or  other  of  the  company,  where  tear- 
ing one,  and  rending  another,  he  makes  a 
fearful  havock  among  them : all  this  while 
the  people  run  round  him  unarmed,  being 
refolved  either  to  kill  him  with  their  bare 
hands,  or  to  perifh.  At  laft  the  wild  beaft 
having  been  the  death  of  a great  number 
of  his  afiailants,  is  neverthelefs  forced  to 
yield  to  the  prefling  crouds  that  gather  on 
all  fides  about  him;  when  the  lion  is  killed, 
they  all  greedily  devour  the  dead  bodies  ; 
after  which  their  mufick  begins  again,  and 
fo  they  return  finging  and  dancing,  and 
crying  aloud,  Long  live  our  caflangi,  long 
live  our  caftangi,  to  their  emperor’s  palace, 
where  being  afterwards  treated  by  him, 
they  at  length  return  with  great  joy  to  their 
own  homes. 

Now  let  us  leave  the  Giaghi , and  return  MJJtmrs 
to  fpeak  farther  of  Sogno.  To  maintain 
this  country  in  its  due  obedience  to  the 
chriftian  faith,  no  fmall  number  of  priefts 
is  necefiary.  In  former  times  there  have 
been  a father-fuperior,  and  fix  mifiioners 
all  at  once.  In  my  time  there  was  only  I 
and  one  companion : the  means  we  made 
ufe  of  to  make  thefe  people  live  well  has 
been  hinted  at  before ; what  remains  is  to 
inform  you,  that  as  foon  as  any  miflioner 
is  arrived  in  any  city,  the  mani , or  gover- 
nor thereof,  at  night,  when  all  the  inhabi- 
tants are  retired  to  their  houfes,  publilhes 
a proclamation  to  acquaint  the  people, 

‘That  a mijfoner  is  come  thither , and  that 
they  mujt  all  appear  before  him  to  have  their 
Jpiritual  necejjities  relieved , and  continue  Jo 
long  with  him  as  fuch  a bufinefs  will  require. 

If  the  mani  himfelf  appear  negligent  in 
this,  or  occafion  any  manner  of  difturbance, 
he  will  receive  a deferved  punilhment,  for 
we  make  it  our  bufinefs  to  get  fuch  a per- 
fon removed  from  his  employment,  even  «# 
within  his  year. 
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Wizards.  At  my  firft  going  out  on  my  million, 
I found  near  a city  called  Tuba,  a place 
where  the  wizards  pra&ifed  their  forceries. 
No  doubt  Providence  directed  me  to  dif- 
cover  this  hellifh  trade , for  whilft  I was 
walking  along,  I faw  a large  white  bird 
flying  before  me,  fuch  as  I had  never  feen 
before  in  thefe  parts ; my  curiofity  led 
me  to  have  a nearer  view  of  it,  and  in 
order  thereto  I followed  it  into  a thick 
and  lhady  grove  fomewhat  dark,  at  the 
end  whereof  I obferved  a large  heap  of 
earth  in  form  like  a tomb,  with  a great 
number  of  arches  and  calabafties  at  the 
top,  and  at  both  ends.  Being  pretty  well 
allured  what  this  was,  I prefently  fent  for 
the  mani,  who  came  trembling  to  me,  and 

Frotefted  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  ; 

commanded  him  to  inform  himfelf  then, 
and  to  get  me  the  wizard  fpeedily  feized : He 
faid  he  would,  but  I not  caring  to  trull  his 
diligence,  returned  the  next  night  to  the  fame 
place,  expecting  to  have  found  the  wizard 
there ; but  he  itleems  having  been  acquaint- 
ed with  my  proceedings,  took  care  to  dif- 
appoint  me  by  running  away,  as  they  all  do 
as  foon  as  they  hear  we  make  any  fearch 
after  them.  Then  I order’d  the  mani,  that 
within  ten  days  time  he  Jhould  grub  up  and 
level  all  that  place , which  he  neverthelefs 
difobeyed  me  in  j whereupon  I caufed  him 
to  be  fummoned  before  the  count  in  our 
convent,  where  after  a fevere  reprimand  I 
commanded  him  to  difeipline  (fcourge) 
himfelf  in  the  middle  of  our  church  during 
the  whole  time  that  I was  celebrating  of 
mafs,  adding  withal  feveral  other  punilh- 
ments  in  cafe  he  did  not  level  the  faid 
grove  at  his  return  home. 

Churches  The  churches  for  the  moll  part  are 
and  boufes  built  here  with  boards,  and  ours,  as  ex- 
ceeding the  reft,  was  capable  of  holding 
five  hundred  perfons.  In  the  banza  of 
Sogno  there  were  five  other  churches,  in 
one  of  which  the  counts  were  always  bu- 
ried, and  another  was  the  chapel  royal. 
The  houfes  are  generally  thatched,  and 
the  four  fides  of  them  are  fenced  with 
palm-branches,  or  leaves  interwoven  not 
contemptibly  with  each  other : The  floors 
are  of  loam  well  beat  and  hardned,  and  the 
roofs  and  cielings  made  of  thofe  rulhes  we 
are  us’d  to  bottom  chairs  withal.  The 
lord’s  houfe  is  of  a quadrangular  form  like- 
wife,  and  built  with  boards,  but  the  front 
is  always  painted  with  a fort  of  colour  that 
iffues  out  of  the  planed  wood : The  like 
any  of  the  gentry  may  have,  if  they  can 
obtain  leave  from  their  lords.  Within 
thefe  houfes  are  hung  with  a fort  of  ofier 
mats  varioufly  coloured,  but  we  Capuchins 
are  wont  to  have  ours  done  with  rulhes,  as 
more  warm  in  winter. 

'The  count's  The  count’s  habit  differs  according  to 
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the  feveral  feafts,  and  fometimes  on  other  Merolla 
occafions : His  ordinary  wear  is  a veil  of 
ftraw-cloth  girt  clofe  about  him,  but  of 
fuch  workmanfhip  as  may  be  only  worn 
by  him,  or  by  thofe  that  he  thinks  fit  to 
honour  with  that  privilege.  This  veil  hangs 
down  to  the  ground,  as  does  likewife  a 
long  bays  cloak  he  wears  over  it  on  his 
bare  back.  On  the  feaft-days  he  changes 
this  cloak  for  a Ihort  fcarlet  one  fringed 
all  round  with  the  fame  cloth  pink’d.  On 
the  moll  folemn  days  he  puts  on  a lhirt  of 
the  fineft  linen,  as  likewife  yellow  or  crim- 
fon  filk  ftockings,  and  a cloak  of  flowered 
filk,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  fpring. 

When  he  comes  to  communicate  with  us  at 
the  altar,  he  has  a cloak  all  white,  and 
which  drails  along  upon  the  pavement  as 
he  walks.  When  the  count  comes  to  church, 
which  is  at  leaft  three  times  a week,  he  has 
a velvet  chair  and  culhion  carry ’d  before 
him,  being  brought  himfelf  in  a net  on  the 
lhoulders  of  two  men,  each  with  a com- 
mander’s ftaff  in  his  hand,  one  all  filver, 
and  the  other  only  of  ebony  tipped  : The 
hat  the  count  then  wears  is  covered  firft 
with  taffety,  and  next  with  a fort  of  very 
fine  feathers:  On  his  head  he  generally 
wears  likewife  a little  filk  Hitched  cap, 
which  can  be  worn  only  by  him  and  fome 
few  others.  Before  him  marches  one  mu-  M . , 
fician  above  the  reft,  who  has  feveral  lit-  UU  ‘ 
tie  round  bells  fixed  to  an  iron  two  fpans 
long,  wherewith  he  gingles,  and  chants  to 
it  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  his  lord : Be- 
fides  this  there  are  feveral  other  forts  of 
mufical  inftruments  made  ufe  of  at  feftivals, 
the  principal  whereof  are  thofe  which  in 
the  country  language  have  the  name  embu- 
chi , which  I mention  firft  becaufe  they  be- 
long only  to  kings,  princes,  and  others  of 
the  blood-royal.  Thefe  are  a fort  of  trumpets 
made  of  the  fineft  ivory,  being  hollowed 
throughout  in  divers  pieces,  and  are  in  all 
about  as  long  as  a man’s  arm  i the  lower 
mouth  is  fufficient  to  receive  one  hand, 
which  by  contracting  and  dilating  of  the 
fingers  forms  the  found ; there  being  no 
other  holes  in  the  body  as  in  our  flutes  or 
hautboys.  A concert  of  thefe  is  generally 
fix  or  four  to  one  pipe.  The  longa  (which 
is  made  of  two  iron  bells  joined  by  a piece 
of  wire  archwife)  is  founded  by  ftriking  it 
with  a little  Hick:  Both  thefe  are  carried 
alfo  before  princes,  and  that  efpecially 
when  they  publilh  their  pleafure  to  the  peo- 
ple, being  ufed  as  the  trumpet  is  with  us. 

The  inftrument  moft  in  requeft  ufed  by 
the  Abundi , being  the  people  of  the  king- 
dom of  Angola , Matamba,  and  others,  is 
the  marimba  •,  it  confifts  of  fixteen  cala- 
bajhes  orderly  placed  along  the  middle  be- 
tween two  fide-boards  joined  together,  or 
a long  frame,  hanging  about  a man’s  neck 
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Merolla  with  a thong.  Over  the  mouths  of  the  ca- 
labajhes  there  are  thin  founding  flips  of  red 
wood  called  tanilla , a little  above  a fpan 
long,  which  being  beaten  with  two  little 
flicks,  returns  a found  from  the  calabajhes 
of  feveral  fizes  not  unlike  an  organ.  To 
make  a concert,  four  other  inftruments 
are  played  upon  by  as  many  muflcians,  and 
if  they  will  have  fix  they  add  the  cajfuto , 
which  is  a hollow  piece  of  wood  of  a lof- 
ty tone  about  a yard  long,  convered  with 
a board  cut  like  a ladder,  or  with  crofs 
flits  at  fmall  diftances  •,  and  running  a flick 
along,  it  makes  a found  within  which  pafies 
for  a tenor:  The  bafe  to  this  concert  is  the 
quilando , made  of  a very  large  calabajh , 
two  fpans  and  a half  or  three  in  length, 
very  large  at  one  end,  and  ending  lharp 
off  at  the  other,  like  a taper  bottle,  and 
is  beaten  to  anfwer  the  cajfuto , having  cuts 
all  along  like  it.  This  harmony  is  grate- 
ful at  a diftance,  but  harfh  and  ungrate- 
ful near  at  hand,  the  beating  of  fo  many 
flicks  cauflng  a great  confufion. 

Another  inftrument  of  this  concert  is 
that  which  the  natives  call  nfambi,  and 
which  is  like  a little  gittar,  but  without  a 
head,  inftead  whereof  there  are  five  little 
bows  of  iron,  which  when  the  inftrument  is 
to  be  turned,  are  to  be  let  more  or  lefs 
into  the  body  of  it.  The  firings  of  this 
inftrument  are  made  of  the  thread  of  palm- 
trees  : It  is  played  on  with  the  thumbs  of 
each  hand,  the  inftrument  bearing  dire&ly 
upon  the  performer’s  breaft.  Tho’  the 
mufick  of  this  inftrument  be  very  low,  it 
is  neverthelefs  not  ungrateful. 

Over  and  above  the  great  drums  us’d 
in  the  army,  there  are  another  fort  of  a 
leffer  fize,  called  ncamba  thefe  are  made 
either  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  called  alicon- 
da , or  elfe  of  hollow’d  wood  with  a fkin 
over  one  end  only  : They  are  commonly 
made  ufe  of  at  unlawful  feafts  and  merry- 
makings, and  are  beaten  upon  with  the 
hand,  which  neverthelefs  makes  a noife  to 
be  heard  at  a great  diftance.  When  the 
mifiioners  hear  any  of  thefe  at  night,  they 
immediately  run  to  the  place  in  order  to 
difturb  the  wicked  paftime.  It  fell  often 
to  my  lot  to  interrupt  thefe  hellifh  prac- 
tices, but  the  people  always,  ran  away  as 
foon  as  ever  I came  up  to  them,  fo  that  I 
could  never  lay  hold  on  any  to  make  an 
example  of  them.  The  Giaghi  not  only 
make  ufe  of  thefe  drums  at  feafts,  but  like- 
wile  at  the  infernal  facrifices  of  man’s  fldh 
to  the  memory  of  their  relations  and  an- 
ceftors,  as  alfo  at  the  time  when  they  in- 
voke the  devil  for  their  oracle. 

\jore  0j  But  to  return  to  the  count’s  habit.  From 
the  count' s his  neck  to  his  knees  there  commonly  hang 
’mbit.  feveral  firings  of  purple  coral,  together 
with  a large  chain  of  the  finell  gold,  hav- 
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ing  a maflfy  crofs  juft  before  his  breaft  to 
demonftrate  his  being  a Chriftian:  On  his 
wrifts  he  generally  wears  bracelets  of  high- 
prized  corals,  and  on  all  folemn  days  chains 
of  gold  of  the  fineft  workmanfhip : His 
fingers  are  almoft  always  covered  with  rings : 

He  generally  goes  in  flippers  inftead  of 
Ihoes.  There  are  commonly  carry’d  before 
him  two  umbrella’s  of  peacocks  feathers, 
and  two  others  of  ftraw,  both  being  fixed 
to  the  tops  of  long  poles : He  has  likewife 
two  horfes  tails  along  with  him,  where- 
with to  drive  away  the  flies,  altho’  feldom 
any  come  near  him.  Thofe  of  his  followers 
who  are  employ’d  in  thefe  offices,  are 
commonly  his  greateft  favourites  or  rela- 
tions. While  mafs  is  faying,  at  the  read- 
ing of  the  gofpel  he  has  a lighted  torch 
prefented  to  him,  which  having  religioufly 
received,  he  gives  to  one  of  his  pages  to 
hold  till  the  confummation  be  over,  and 
when  the  gofpel  is  done  he  has  the  mafs- 
book  given  him  to  kifs.  On  feftival-days 
he  is  twice  incens’d  with  the  cenfor,  and  ac 
the  end  of  the  mafs  he  is  to  go  to  the  altar 
to  receive  benedi&ion  from  the  prieft, 
who  laying  his  hands  upon  his  head  while 
he  is  kneeling,  pronounces  fome  pious  and 
devout  ejaculations.  Whilft  the  prieft  that 
officiates  goes  out  to  put  off  his  veftments, 
the  count  in  like  manner  retires  to  his  pri- 
vate orizons  : Afterwards  he  enters  into 
the  veftry  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  the  miffio- 
ner,  who  receiving  him  courteoufly,  ac- 
companies him  back  as  far  as  the  door  of 
the  church.  As  foon  as  he  is  come  out, 
he  falls  on  his  knees  again,  and  the  people 
all  Handing  round  about  him  give  them- 
felves  feveral  cuffs  on  the  ear  as  a token  of 
their  fidelity,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
their  country,  and  he  makes  them  a fign 
with  his  fingers  to  fignify  his  fatisfa&ion. 

At  his  coming  out  of  the  church  on  the  Martial 
principal  feaft-days,  he  commonly  prac-  exercife . 
tifes  fome  warlike  exercife;  and  on  thofe 
of  lefs  confideration  either  the  captain-ge- 
neral performs  that  part  for  him,  or  elfe 
his  courtiers  entertain  themfelves  with  danc- 
ing to  the  aforefaid  mufical  inftruments. 

On  all  the  moll  folemn  feafts  mafs  is  fung 
by  us  and  our  interpreters  to  the  glory  and 
honour  of  our  God,  after  which  the  count’s 
guards  which  he  brings  along  with  him 
give  a volley  of  mufquet-ffiot,  with  drums 
beating,  and  other  mufick. 

The  captain-general  and  the  governors,  Habit  of 
or  mani's , have  all  their  places  feverally  af-  na  \ ^ 
figned  them  in  the  church  to  prevent  any  a * 
difputes:  The  noblemen  have  carpets  al- 
lowed them  to  kneel  on,  but  no  cuffiions, 
that  honour  being  wholly  referved  for  the 
countefs  to  fit  on.  The  habits  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  are  as  follow:  The  gentry 
have  a kind  of  ftraw  garment  on  their 
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(boulders,  which  reaches  down  to  their 
waftes,  curioufly  wrought,  with  their  arms 
coming  out  at  two  flits,  and  ends  in  two 
toffels  which  hang  down  on  their  right  fide. 
About  their  walles  they  have  a doth  girt, 
which  on  one  fide  hangs  down  to  the 
ground : On  their  heads  thofe  alone  who 
have  that  honour  allowed  them,  wear  a 
wrought  filk  cap  neatly  quilted.  The  no- 
ble women  have  a fort  of  ftraw  petticoat 
called  modello , which  reaches  to  their  mid- 
dle : From  the  wafte  upwards  to  their 

breads  they  have  a piece  of  cloth  which 
they  bring  twice  about  them,  and  that 
which  goes  about  a fecond  time  they  wrap 
about  their  head  like  a veil  in  the  church. 
Both  men  and  women  generally  appear 
with  long  pipes  in  their  mouths  fmoaking. 
The  vulgar  of  both  fexes  have  only  a cloth 
about  their  loins,  which  reaches  no  far- 
ther than  their  knees.  In  the  inland  parts 
it  fuffices  that  they  cover  only  what  modef- 
ty  requires  fhould  be  hid.  Within  doors 
they  generally  go  ftark  naked,  being  ac~ 
cuftomed  fo  to  do  in  regard  to  the  excef- 
five  heat  that  torments  them  for  nine  months 
together,  not  enjoying  the  leaf:  frefco , only 
during  the  months  of  June , July  and  Au- 

The  manner  of  their  cultivating  the 
earth  in  this  country  is  fuch,  that  they 
make  ufe  neither  of  the  plough  nor  fpade. 
When  the  clouds  begin  to  afford  the  leaft 
moifture,  they  are  accuflomed  to  prepare 
for  the  rain  by  gathering  up  the  fcorched 
herbs  and  roots  into  heaps,  and  afterwards 
fetting  them  on  fire  upon  the  land  : Then 
as  foon  as  the  firft  (hower  is  fallen,  they 
proceed  to  turn  up  the  ground  with  a flight 
hoe,  called  by  them  Lzegu , which  is  fix- 
ed to  a handle  about  two  fpans  long : With 
this  they  cut  into  the  earth  with  one  hand, 
and  with  the  other  fcatter  the  feed  which 
they  have  always  ready  in  a bag  by  their 
Tides.  Now  the  bufinefs  of  manuring  the 
ground  belonging  folely  to  the  women  in 
this  country,  they  are  almoft  always  forced 
to  carry  their  children  upon  their  backs  in 
fwathing -rolls,  thereby  to  prevent  their 
being  either  infefted  with,  or  devoured  by 
the  great  number  of  infedts  that  come  out 
of  the  earth  upon  this  occafion*,  for  at 
home  they  do  not  care  to  leave  them,  out 
of  an  extraordinary  love  and  fondnefs  they 
have  for  them.  The  fame  they  are  wont 
to  do  when  they  carry  any  burden,  for 
then  they  have  a fort  of  hammock  which 
comes  about  one  fhoulder,  wherein  they  fe- 
cure  their  children  from  any  danger  either 
fleepingor  waking,  their  feet  coming  round 
their  mother’s  wafte  on  either  fide. 

Thefe  people  fow  in  March , and  if  the 
heavens  prove  favourable  in  affording  them 
rain,  they  may  gather  in  their  harvefl  in 
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June.  The  feed  they  fow  is  of  various  forts 
of  pulfe,  for  the  moft  part  unknown  to  us ; 
but  thofe  we  are  acquainted  with,  are  In- 
dian wheat,  and  a kind  of  little  kidney- 
beans  call’d  ncafce. 

Amongfl:  many  others  they  efteem,  are 
the  mandois , which  grow  three  or  four  to- 
gether like  vetches,  but  under  ground,  and 
are  about  the  bignefs  of  an  ordinary  olive. 
From  thefe  milk  is  extracted,  like  to  that 
drawn  from  almonds  (in  Italian  mandole ) 
and  whence,  for  ought  I know,  they  had 
their  name.  There  are  another  fort  of 
ground  pulfe  call’d  incumbe, which  alfo  grows 
under  ground,  is  like  a mufquet  ball,  and 
very  wholefome  and  well  tailed.  Amongfl 
thefe  I and  others  have  often  found  nut- 
megs, perhaps  fallen  from  the  trees,  the 
ufe  of  which  is  altogether  unknown  to 
thefe  people.  There  are  fome  wild  ones 
found,  which  they  call  neubanzampuni. 

They  alfo  have  a fort  of  roots  called 
bataras , which  being  roafted,  tafte  much 
like  chefnuts.  Their  mandioca  is  a root, 
which  being  bruifed  as  fmall  as  rice,  is 
not  made  into  bread,  but  is  either  eaten 
raw,  or  elfe  foften’d  in  broth.  This  plant 
caffs  no  feed,  and  therefore  the  way  to  pro- 
pagate it,  is  by  breaking  off  a branch  and 
burying  it  in  the  ground,  where  it  will 
foon  fpread  and  flourifh. 

This  fort  of  food  is  more  ufed  by  the 
Portuguefes  than  Blacks , either  becaufe  they 
have  a better  way  of  planting  thefe  roots, 
or  by  reafon  that  they  will  laft  feveral  years. 
There  is  another  fort  ufed  inftead  of  bread, 
made  with  fodden  roots,  which  is  called 
gnamn , and  is  very  different  from  the 
foregoing  both  in  form  and  kind. 

The  ouuanda , a fort  of  pulfe  not  unlike 
rice,  grows  upon  a fhrub,  and  will  laft  two 
or  three  years,  and  which  every  fix  months 
propagates  it  felf  in  great  abundance. 

The  pulfe  ncanza  brought  from  Bra - 
_/?/,  is  exceeding  white,  and  holds  great  fi- 
militude  with  the  Indian  beans,  whence 
the  Portuguefes  give  it  the  name  of  Brafil 
beans. 

Cangula , another  fort  of  pulfe,  is  great- 
ly efteemed  by  the  Blacks , but  little  valued 
by  us  Europeans.  Mampunril , or  maiz,  is 
much  like  Indian  wheat. 

Majfa  tnaniballa  (hoots  up  in  ftalks  about 
the  height  of  our  wheat ; to  which  it  is 
not  unlike  both  in  ears  and  whitenefs ; it 
yields  a white  flower,  and  is  lefs  offenfive 
to  fome  ftomachs  than  others. 

The  feed  of  the  herb  mafango  greatly 
refembles  that  of  our  hemp. 

The  plant  afely  runs  up  as  high  as  a hal- 
bert, its  ears  not  unlike  our  millet : It  gives 
the  gripes  or  cholick  to  thofe  that  are 
not  accuftomed  to  eat  of  it. 

Th tluuo  may  be  preferved  many  years: 
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MEPOLLAits  ear  is  triangular;  its  grain  like  unto 
that  of  millet ; its  colour  red,  and  its  fub- 
ftance  no  way  prejudicial  to  health. 

Plants.  Of  thofe  plants  that  grow  but  little 
above-ground,  the  moft  in  efteem  is  the 
ananas ; its  leaves  are  like  thofe  of  aloes, 
and  its  fruit  greatly  refembles  pine-apples, 
and  differs  from  them  only  in  that  thefe 
are  yellow,  and  when  ripe  all  pulp:  On 
the  top  of  this  fruit  there  grows  a tuft  of 
leaves,  v/hich  being  taken  off  and  planted, 
produces  a new  plant.  When  this  fruit 
is  ripe,  it  exceeds  the  melon  in  lufciouf- 
nefs ; but  if  you  cut  it  green,  it  prefently 
dries  up  and  confumes. 

Fruit-  Concerning  fruit-trees,  fetting  afide  the 
trees.  nicefi , banane  and  mamai , which  I have  al- 

ready defcribed  when  I fpoke  of  Brafil ; 
here  are  not  a few  of  other  kinds,  whereof 
the  moft  valued  is  that  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  count.  The  fruit  of  this  tree 
is  not  unlike  the  giant  pear,  and  has  but 
an  ordinary  out-fide,  tho’  inwards  it  is  as 
white  as  milk.  Its  feed  is  like  to  a bean, 
and  its  juice  is  fo  exceeding  pleafant,  that 
it  is  commonly  given  to  fick  people  to 
recover  their  taftes.  About  the  mountains 
of  Congo  I have  feen  feveral  of  thefe  trees 
that  grow  wild.  The  cajhiit  fruit  is  much 
larger  than  an  apple,  and  when  ripe  is  plen- 
tifully beautified  with  yellow  and  crimfon. 
From  its  core  it  throws  out  another  fruit 
of  a dufky  colour,  which  being  roafted 
in  the  fire,  taftes  like  a chefnut ; and  is 
naturally  hot,  tho’  the  other  be  mild  and 
refrefhing. 

The  guaiavaszxt  a fruit  not  unlike  pears : 
They  have  fhort  ftalks,  are  yellow  with- 
out, and  carnation  within  ; and  they  would 
be  more  in  requeft  were  their  feeds,  which 
flick  clofe  to  the  pulp,  not  quite  fo  hard. 

The  chichere  are  a fort  of  plums  like 
to  thofe  the  Italians  call  cafcavelle , which 
being  a little  eager,  are  given  to  people  in 
fevers. 

The  plant  colas  affords  various  kinds  of 
fruit ; which  being  inclofed,  as  it  were, 
in  a crimfon  purfe  (its  hulk)  is  much  va- 
lued by  the  Portuguefes,  infomuch  that  when- 
ever they  meet  any  lady  in  the  ftreet  whom 
they  defign  to  honour,  they  prefently  offer 
her  fome  of  thefe  fruit ; they  fay  that 
chewing  it  makes  water  drink  pleafant. 
Palm-  Palm-trees  here  are  of  different  kinds: 
trees.  Thofe  efteemed  the  moft,  are  fuch  as  pro- 
duce both  oil  and  wine.  Thefe  are  to  be 
feen  thinly  planted  up  and  down  in  the 
fields.  The  oil  they  have  is  got  from 
the  fruit  which  grows  in  clufters,  but  fo 
clofe  that  they  feem  to  be  all  one  piece. 
Thefe  clufters  are  fo  large,  that  a very 
ftrong  man  mult  not  pretend  to  carry 
above  one  or  two  of  them.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  they  have  the  name 
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of  chachij , and  their  feeds,  or  ftones,  where- 
of they  have  a great  number,  are  call’d  em- 
be.  From  thele  which  are  like  a date, 
being  pounded  fmall  with  hot  water,  they 
extract  an  oilinefs,  which  they  make  ufe 
of  as  we  do  of  our  oil. 

At  certain  times  of  the  year  the  natives  Wine. 
afeend  thefe  palm-trees,  by  help  of  a hoop, 
to  tap  the  wine:  The  manner  of  doing 
which  is  thus ; Wherever  they  perceive 
any  flower  blown,  they  prefently  whip  it 
oft'  with  a knife,  and  thruft  the  ftalk  into 
a very  large  calabajh  called  capajjo , which 
they  cover  and  fallen  to  the  tree.  When 
this  is  done  they  leave  it,  and  in  a fhort 
time  have  their  bottle  full  of  liquor  as 
white  as  whey.  This  they  let  ftand  to 
purge  it  felf  for  about  a day  after  they 
have  taken  it  down,  which  it  will  always  do 
to  that  degiee,  that  its  fermentation  feems 
rather  to  be  raifed  by  a good  fire,  than 
any  natural  heat.  When  this  is  over,  they 
rack  it  off  the  lee,  and  there  remains  a 
perfe£t  tafte  of  wine,  called  by  them  me- 
laffo , which  often  makes  the  Blacks  drunk. 

They  are  obliged  to  drink  it  foon  after, 
for  in  three  days  time  it  will  turn  to  vi- 
negar, and  in  four  coagulate  and  ftink. 

The  nature  of  this  tree  is  principally  hot, 
tho’  it  produces  oil  as  well  as  wine,  which 
is  naturally  cold,  and  every  body  knows 
will  congeal  like  butter. 

There  is  another  fort  of  wine  called  em- 
betta , of  a colder  nature,  drawn  much  af- 
ter the  fame  manner  from  another  fort  of 
palm-tree;  but  this  tree  generally  yields 
a greater  quantity,  and  is  planted  on  the 
fide  of  a river,  and  no  where  elfe.  The 
tree  is  called  matome. 

In  thofe  countries  where  thefe  palm-trees  Artificial 
that  produce  wine  do  not  grow,  the  peo- 
ple have  artificial  ways  of  procuring  it. 

For  this  end  they  let  Indian  wheat  foak 
in  water  for  fome  time,  in  like  manner 
as  we  do  wheat  to  make  ftarch  of.  This 
they  afterwards  take  out,  and  having  well 
beaten  and  prefs’d  it,  they  put  the  liquor 
into  a pot,  whence  it  is  after  a while  drawn 
off  into  another,  and  then  they  drink  it 
with  a great  deal  of  pleafure.  This  li- 
quor they  call  by  the  name  of  guallo. 

There  is  another  kind  of  palm  called 
tamgra , which  bears  a fruit  like  olives; 
but  thefe  having  little  or  no  tafte,  generally 
fall  to  the  fhare  of  the  apes  and  monkeys. 
Another  fort  there  are,  whofe  fruit  are 
long  firings  of  little  balls  extremely  hard  ; 
which  neverthelefs,  after  they  are  pounded 
and  mixed  with  the  powder  of  the  engallat 
or  wild  boars  teeth,  compofe  a wonder- 
ful cordial.  Thefe  trees  are  called  ma- 
teba. 

That  palm  which  is  very  like  the  ma-  Cloth, 
tome , if  it  be  not  the  fame,  affords  a fort 

of 
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of  thread  from  its  leaves,  whereof  the 
natives  weave  cloth.  Its  fmalleft  branches 
being  both  fmooth  and  pliant,  ferve  to 
make  travelling  nets  of,  and  which  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  Blacks , but  efpecially w zWhites^ 
ufe  for  that  purpofe.  Of  the  greater 
branches,  both  they  and  we  commonly 
build  our  houfes. 

Medicine  The  fruit  of  the  tree  called  maboccbe 
in  fevers.  js  not  unlike  our  oranges ; they  are  ex- 
ceeding round,  and  have  very  tough 
rinds.  Within  they  have  feveral  feeds  like 
unto  thofe  in  pomegranates,  but  placed 
more  confufedly  : the  tafte  of  them  is  fo 
very  pleafant  and  delightful,  being  fome- 
what  enclined  to  the  ffiarp,  that  they  are 
commonly  given  to  perfons  that  lie  fick 
of  fevers  to  reftify  and  refrefh  their  pa- 
lates. Of  thefe  there  are  two  forts,  the 
greater  and  the  leffer ; but  by  how  much 
the  latter  muft  yield  in  bulk,  by  fo  much 
it  for  the  moft  part  gains  in  perfection. 
Sort  of  The  donno- tree  has  its  bark  only  to  boaft 
cinnamon,  of,  being  in  virtue  and  fragrancy  not  much 
unlike  to  our  cinnamon.  Altho’  this  coun- 
try has  not  the  plant  garlick  it  felf,  yet  has 
it  neverthelefs  a tree,  whofe  wood  not  only 
fmells  like  it,  but  has  its  tafte  alfo,  and 
moreover  is  commonly  made  ufe  of  alter 
the  fame  manner. 

The  aliconde  is  a tree  immenfurably 
great ; within  the  cavity  of  whofe  trunk, 
it  being  generally  hollow  at  the  bottom, 
hogs  are  commonly  kept  from  the  fun. 
The  fruit  of  it  is  very  like  to  our  pum- 
pions,  with  a ftalk  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
man’s  finger,  and  in  length  near  two  or 
three  foot.  The  ufe  of  the  fhells  of  thefe 
fruit  is  commonly  either  for  veffels  or  bot- 
tles. The  inner  rind  of  this  tree  being 
well  foaked  and  beaten,  yields  a fort  of 
matter  to  fpin,  much  more  durable  and 
finer  than  our  hemp,  and  which  is  made 
ufe  of  here  for  that  purpofe.  Cotton  here 
is  to  be  gathered  in  great  abundance,  and 
the  fhrubs  it  grows  on  are  fo  prolifick, 
that  they  never  almoft  leave  fprouting. 
Medicinal  Having  thus  fpoken  of  divers  plants  and 
vegetables,  fruit-trees  of  the  leaft  note,  I will  proceed 
to  defcribe  others  of  both  kinds,  that  have 
phyfical  virtues  afcribed  to  them. 

Amongft  thefe  the  tree  angariaria  has 
the  firft  place : either  the  wood  or  root  of 
this  tree  is  faid  to  be  good  to  drive  away 
any  pains  in  the  fide,  occafioned  by  the 
ftone,  gravel,  or  the  like ; but  however 
the  moft  efficacious  part  of  it  is  its  fruit, 
which  is  not  unlike  to  our  acorn.  Hence 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  no  difeafe  of  this 
kind  was  ever  known  to  have  continued 
long  in  thefe  parts. 

Another  tree  of  medicinal  virtue  is  the 
chifecco , any  part  of  which  being  reduced 
to  powder,  and  mixed  with  water,  is  good 


againft  fevers  ; and  being  applied  either  to  Merolla 
the  forehead  or  temples  of  the  fick  perfon, 
infallibly  prevents  his  fainting. 

The  chicongo , a tree  likewife,  has  a pur- 
gative power  attributed  to  it. 

What  is  moft  furprifing,  is  the  nature 
of  the  tree  mignamigna , which  produces 
poifon  in  one  part,  and  its  antidote  in  an- 
other : if  any  perfon  be  poifoned  either  by 
the  wood  or  fruit,  then  the  leaves  ferve  to 
cure  him ; and  if  he  be  poifoned  by  the 
leaves  of  them,  then  he  muft  have  recourfe 
either  to  the  fruit  or  wood  : the  fruit  of  this 
tree  is  like  a little  lemon. 

Our  old  lay-brother  Leonard , whom  I 
have  had  often  occafion  to  mention  in  this 
relation,  and  who  had  lived  in  this  country 
many  and  many  years,  told  me  he  had  leen 
there,  plants  of  ftorax , gum-benjamin , and 
caftia  \ but  that  neither  of  them  were  held 
in  any  efteem  by  the  Blacks. 

As  to  pepper,  what  I have  to  fay  is  only 
this  ; being  one  day  grievoufly  tormented 
with  wind,  I alked  a noble  Negro , If  be 
could  not  help  me  to  a remedy  ? he  anfwered, 

Tes ; and  immediately  fetched  me  fome 
pepper.  I took  it  according  to  his  pre- 
fcriptions,  and  received  relief.  I afterwards 
demanded  of  him,  Whence  that  came ? he 
told  me.  It  was  brought  from  a wood  juft  out 
of  the  count's  dominions.  And  doubtlefs 
there  are  many  other  excellent  produ&s  in 
thefe  parts,  which  for  want  of  being  fuffi- 
ciently  known,  lofe  their  efteem. 

I ffiould  have  told  you  before,  that  with-  Oranges 
in  the  dominions  of  Sogno,  there  are  many  and  le~ 
excellent  lemons ; and  wherewith  one  par-  mons‘ 
ticular  ifland  fo  abounds,  that  there  are  no 
other  trees  to  be  found  in  it  except  here 
and  there  an  orange-tree.  In  the  way  to 
Singa  you  meet  with  vaft  woods  of  orange- 
trees,  which  go  by  the  name  of  Portugal , 
but  rather  deferve  that  of  China , for  their 
thin  rinds,  and  lufcious  pulps. 

As  to  birds,  this  country  has  two  forts  Birds . 
like  ours,  which  are  fparrows  and  turtles  : 
the  firft  of  which,  in  time  of  rain,  change 
their  colour  to  red,  though  they  after- 
wards return  to  what  they  were  of  before, 
which  is  ufual  with  other  forts  of  fowl. 

Here  are  alfo  eagles,  but  to  fay  the  truth, 
not  fo  large  as  I have  feen  elfewhere.  I 
have  moreover  obferved  divers  kinds  of  par- 
rots here,  which  were  very  different  from 
thofe  of  Brafil.  The  crows  of  this  coun- 
try are  white  upon  their  breads,  and  on 
the  top  of  their  wings,  but  black  every 
where  elfe  like  ours  of  Europe. 

Pelicans  are  often  to  be  met  with  as  you 
travel  to  Singa:  they  are  all  over  black, 
except  on  their  breads,  which  nature  has 
adorned  with  a kind  ot  fleffi-colour  like  to 
that  of  the  neck  of  a turkey.  Whether 
this  be  the  true  pelican,  or  not,  which  na- 
2 turalifts 
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Merolla  turalifts  fay  feeds  her  young  with  her  own 
blood,  and  at  the  expence  of  her  life,  I 
ffiall  not  undertake  to  determine. 

Father  Francis  da  Pavia , my  companion 
into  thefe  parts,  through  his  long  expe- 
rience has  informed  me,  that  whilft  he  was 
on  a journey  to  Singa , he  obferved  certain 
large  white  birds,  with  long  beaks,  necks, 
and  feet,  which  whenever  they  heard  the 
leaft  found  of  an  inftrument,  began  imme- 
diately to  dance  and  leap  about  in  the  rivers 
where  they  always  refided,  and  whereof 
they  were  great  lovers : this,  he  faid,  he 

took  great  pleafure  to  contemplate,  and 
continued  often  for  fome  time  upon  the 
banks  of  the  rivers  to  obferve. 

There  are  another  fort  of  birds  fo  exceed- 
ing white  and  fine,  efpecially  in  their  tails, 
that  the  white  ladies  buy  them  up  at  any 
rate  to  adorn  themfelves  with.  There  are 
divers  other  kinds  of  birds,  and  fowl,  which 
for  brevity  fake  I omit  fpeaking  of. 

Concerning  thefe  and  ocher  birds  build- 
ing their  nefts,  I obferved  that  fparrows, 
and  fuch-like  little  birds,  built  them  after 
the  form  of  our  fwallows-nefts.  The  ma- 
terials they  make  ufe  of,  are  for  the  moll 
part  the  thread  of  palm-leaves,  which  they 
draw  out  thence  with  their  beaks,  and  af- 
terwards carry  to  the  place  where  they  de- 
fign  to  build.  The  manner  of  their  build- 
ing is  round  a (lender  bough,  whereby 
when  the  wind  blows,  their  young  are 
rocked  about  in  their  nefts,  like  children 
in  their  cradles. 

The  greater  fort  of  birds  build,  either 
on  the  top,  in  the  trunk,  or  on  the  thorny 
boughs  of  the  tree  called  mafuma.  The 
prickles  of  this  tree  are  exceeding  hard, 
and  its  fruit  fomething  refembles  a green 
citron ; and  which  when  opened  throws 
forth  a wonderful  fine  wool  (no  filk  finer, 
fofter,  nor  cooler)  whereof  are  commonly 
made  pillows  and  bolfters  for  fick  people. 

Of  wild  hens  I have  fpoken  in  another 
place,  and  here  I again  affirm,  that  they 
are  in  this  country  much  better  tailed,  and 
more  beautiful  than  the  tame  ones.  The 
fame  I have  to  fay  of  the  partridges,  which 
are  much  like  to  ours,  but  neither  of  which 
are  any  ways  valued  by  the  natives,  and 
therefore  they  feldom  or  never  look  after 
them. 

But  among  all  the  winged  inhabitants  of 
this  climate,  none  pleafed  me  fo  much  as 
that  little  bird  defcribed  by  father  Cavazzi 
in  his  hiftorical  defcriptions , book  i.  page  50. 
numb.  153.  This  bird,  not  much  unlike 
a fparrow,  at  firft  fight  feems  wholly 
black,  but  upon  a nearer  view  may  be 
difcovered  to  be  of  a kind  of  blue.  As 
foon  as  day  breaks,  he  fets  up  his  notes 
and  lings  \ but  the  excellency  of  his  fong 
is,  that  it  harmonioufty,  and  almoft  arti- 
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culately,  pronounces  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  ■,  which  repeated  by  many  of  them 
in  concert,  is  a heavenly  mufick  worthy 
our  fpecial  obfervation,  feeing  thofe  hea- 
then nations  excited  to  own  the  true  God 
by  irrational  creatures.  They  are  excited 
by  the  heavens  forming  a crofs  of  liars  un- 
der the  zone,  which  many  have  defcribed, 
and  I beheld  ; they  are  excited  by  the  moun- 
tains, which  have  the  crofs  carved  on  them, 
ashas  been  faid,  without  knowing  by  whom ; 
they  are  excited  by  the  earth,  which  draws 
the  crucifix  on  its  fruit  called  nicefo,  as  we 
have  obferved.  In  fine,  thefe  little  angels 
excite  them  with  their  voices,  yet  all  thefe 
things  are  of  little  force  to  move  the  har- 
dened hearts  of  thofe  Gentiles. 

It  is  a wonderful  bird  mentioned  by  our 
father  Coprani , in  his  catnbr.  illujt.  whofe 
fong  confifts  of  thefe  plain  words,  va  dritto , 
that  is,  go  right.  Nor  is  there  lefs  to  be 
admired  in  another  bird  in  thefe  parts,  and 
particularly  the  kingdom  of  Matamba , 
which  as  travellers  are  on  their  way,  har- 
monioufly  fings,  Vuichi , Vuichi , which  in 
the  language  of  the  Blacks  fignifies,  honey , 
honey ; and  flopping  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, reft  upon  the  tree  where  the  honey 
is,  that  the  palfengers  may  take  it,  and 
the  bird  feed  on  what  remains.  But  it 
fometimes  falls  out,  that  following  the  cry 
of  the  bird,  the  palfenger  falls  into  the 
clutches  of  fome  lion  that  lies  hid,  and  fo 
meets  his  death  inftead  of  honey  •,  there- 
fore when  the  bird  cries,  if  he  fees  not  the 
honey,  they  are  aware  of  the  hidden  lion, 
and  fly  in  time. 

Among  the  variety  of  numerous  qua-  Elephants. i 
drupeds,  the  moll  wonderful  are  the  ele- 
phants, being,  as  it  were,  living  and  mo- 
ving mines  of  moll  curious  white  ivory, 
whereof  fo  great  a trade  is  made-,  but  thefe 
being  vulgarly  known  to  all  perfons,  I will 
give  no  ocher  account  but  only  of  the  man- 
ner of  killing  them. 

When  thefe  beads  are  gathered  together 
in  a herd,  the  hunter  anointing  himfelf  all 
over  with  their  dung,  gets  in  flily  with  his 
lance  in  his  hand  among  them  j there  does 
he  creep  about  from  one  to  the  other,  un- 
der their  bellies,  till  he  fees  an  opportunity 
to  ftrike  any  of  them  under  their  ear,  by 
which  wound  they  are  eafy  to  be  brought 
to  the  ground.  After  the  ftroke  given, 
the  hunter  takes  immediate  care  to  efcape, 
before  the  beaft  can  well  turn  about  to 
revenge  himfelf ; and  the  other  beads  be- 
ing deceived  by  the  fmell  of  their  dung, 
take  no  notice  of  his  crying  out,  and 
flouncing,  fuppofing  it  to  be  only  one  of 
their  young.  By  thefe  means  the  reft  of 
the  herd  walking  on,  and  forfaking  their 
falling  companion,  leave  him  a prey  to 
the  fuccefsful  hunter.  If  the  wounded  ele- 
phant 
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phant  happens  to  purfue  his  affaulter,  he 
can  eafiiy  baffle  him,  by  taking  to  many 
roads,  for  it  is  a very  difficult  thing  for 
this  beaft  to  turn  his  body  fo  often  as  fuch 
a dodging  would  require.  The  Negroes  are 
wont  to  diftil  a water  by  the  fun  from  the 
bones  of  this  animal’s  legs,  which  is  held  to 
be  good  againft  afthmas , fciaticas , or  any 
cold  humours.  Some  of  the  pagans  of 
thefe  parts,  particularly  the  Giagbi,  have 
a kind  of  devotion  for  the  tail  of  this  beaft  ; 
for  when  any  one  of  their  captains  or  chief 
lords  comes  to  die,  they  commonly  pre- 
ferve  one  of  thefe  tails  in  memory  of  him, 
and  to  which  they  pay  a fort  of  adoration, 
out  of  an  opinion  they  have  of  its  great 
ftrength.  For  the  fake  of  cutting  off  thefe 
tails  only,  they  often  undertake  this  hunt- 
ing ; but  which  amputation  muft  be  per- 
formed at  one  blow,  and  from  a living  ele- 
phant, or  their  fuperftition  will  allow  it  no 
virtue. 

No  beaft  of  In  this  country  of  Sogno  there  are  no 
prey  fuf-  lions,  tigers,  nor  wolves  to  be  met  with ; 
fered.  which  neverthelefs  other  parts  of  this  fide 
of  Africa  are  not  exempt  from.  When 
any  of  thefe  beafts,  efpecially  tigers,  hap- 
pen to  enter  the  count’s  dominions,  he 
that  firft  difcovers  them  is  obliged  to  go 
immediately  to  a governor,  or  manl,  and 
acquaint  him  therewith : whereupon  an  ala- 
rum is  prefently  beat  to  raife  the  country  ; 
and  the  people  being  fo  raifed,  forthwith 
apply  all  their  endeavours,  whether  by 
lhouts,  drums,  or  inftruments  of  war,  to 
force  the  beaft  into  the  open  field.  After 
they  have  got  him  there,  they  fingle  out 
one  among  them  to  affault  him ; which 
the  perfon  pitched  upon  performs,  with  a 
fharp  long  knife  in  one  hand,  and  a flight 
manageable  fhield  in  the  other.  As  often 
as  the  beaft  leaps  at  him,  the  combatant 
receives  his  attempts  on  his  fhield ; till  at 
laft  taking  his  opportunity,  he  whips  off 
one  or  more  of  his  legs  with  his  knife,  where- 
by the  beaft  being  difabled,  eafiiy  becomes 
a vidtim  to  the  conqueror’s  fury.  The 
royal  lions , fo  called  for  their  generofity, 
carry  themfelves  with  majefty,  and  do  not 
hurt  unlefs  provoked  by  fome  accident. 

Wild  dogs  In  Sogno  there  are  a fort  of  wild  dogs, 
and  wolves  who  going  out  to  hunt  in  great  numbers, 
whenever  they  met  with  any  lion,  tiger,  or 
elephant  in  their  way,  fet  upon  him  with 
that  fury,  that  they  commonly  bring  him 
to  the  ground,  though  they  lofe  never  fo 
many  of  their  company  by  the  attempt. 
Thefe  dogs,  notwithstanding  their  wildnefs, 
do  little  or  no  damage  to  the  inhabitants. 
They  are  red-haired,  have  fmall  fiender 
bodies,  and  their  tails  turn  up  upon  their 
backs  like  a grey-hound’s. 

The  wolves  that  fometimes  infeft  thefe 
parts,  are  fo  very  fubtil,  that  they  will 
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fcratch  through  the  walls  of  the  houfes  MerolIa 
built  here  with  palm-leaves,  on  purpofe  to 
come  at  the  people,  whom  having  found, 
they  immediately  devour  or  tear  to  pieces. 

A certain  woman  once  happening  to  go  a 
little  further  from  her  houfe  than  ordinary, 
left  her  child  within  afleep : whilft  fhe  was 
gone,  a woolf  broke  in,  and  lay  down 
clofe  by  the  child  that  was  afleep.  The 
mother  coming  foon  after,  went  in  to  feed 
her  child,  and  fpied  the  wolf ; who  feeing 
himfelf  difeovered,  immediately  fled. 

At  fome  huntings  there  have  been  taken  Wild  men. 
in  this  country  both  wild  men  and  women : 
which  to  confirm,  father  Leonard  once  told 
me,  that  before  my  coming  thither  there 
had  been  one  of  that  kind  prefented  to  a 
friar  of  our  order,  which  was  again  bellow- 
ed by  him  on  the  Portuguefe  governor  of 
Loanda. 

Monkies  there  are  of  divers  kinds ; 
fuch  as  the  baboons,  which  are  the  largeft 
fort ; another  kind  party-coloured  as  big 
as  a cat ; and  a third  fort  leaft  of  all,  which 
neverthelefs  like  the  others  have  all  tails 
longer  than  their  bodies. 

Here  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  wild 
goats,  and  many  wild  boars  are  to  be  found 
in  the  woods.  The  tame  goats  of  this 
country  are  fo  exceeding  fertile,  that  they 
will  bring  forth  three  or  four  young  ones 
at  once. 

The  fheep  here  do  not  produce  wool,  Sheep. 
but  hair;  neither  are  the  rams  furniflied 
with  horns  as  with  us,  nor  are  the  ewes  fo 
fruitful  as  the  goats  before-named.  Goats 
flefh  is  in  much  greater  efteem  in  thefe 
parts  than  mutton,  and  therefore  the  na- 
tives chufe  rather  to  geld  their  young  goats 
than  their  lambs. 

Serpents  are  not  in  the  leaft  wanting  Serpents. 
here  ; thofe  feen  by  me  of  greateft  note, 
were  the  copras , a fort  of  ferpents  whofe 
poifon  is  in  their  foam,  which  though  at  a 
great  diftance  they  fpit  into  the  eyes,  and 
caufe  fuch  grievous  pains,  that  unlefs  there 
be  fome  woman  by  at  the  fame  time,  to 
affwage  the  pains  with  her  milk,  the  party 
will  become  immediately  blind.  Thefe 
climb  about  in  the  houfes  and  trees  night 
and  day. 

There  are  another  fort  of  ferpents,  as  I 
have  been  told,  in  this  country,  which  as 
foon  as  they  are  molefted  by  any  traveller, 
will  leap  upon  him,  and  twining  them- 
felves round  about  his  body,  fix  a iharp 
fling  they  have  in  their  tails  into  his  breaft, 
whereby  he  foon  burfts  and  expires.  The 
name  of  this  ferpent  is  embambe , and  the 
way  the  natives  have  to  cure  themfelves  of 
his  wound,  and  fave  their  lives,  is  by  cut- 
ting him  in  two  with  a knife,  which  they 
carry  about  them  for  that  purpofe,  as  foon 
as  ever  he  has  entered  his  fling. 
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Merolia  But  frbm  hence  let  us  proceed  to  give 
an  account  of  more  memorable  matters. 

3 ^livable ' ^e  ^econt^  Year  °f  my  rniflion  I was 

matters,  forced  to  do  my  duty  for  fome  time  alone, 
by  reafon  that  our  fuperior  being  dead,  my 
companion  father  Jofeph  was  advanced  to 
that  dignity,  and  was  gone  to  refide  in  the 
kingdom  of  Angola . At  the  fame  time  the 
molt  reverend  cardinal  Cibo  writ  us  a letter 
in  the  name  of  the  facred  college,  com- 
plaining, That  the  pernicious  and  abomi- 
nable abufe  of  felling  flaves,  was  yet  con- 
tinued among  us,  and  requiring  us  to  our 
power  to  remedy  the  faid  abufe  ; which 
notwithftanding  we  faw  little  hopes  of  ac- 
complifhing,  by  reafon  that  the  trade  of 
this  country  lay  wholly  in  (laves  and  ivory. 
Neverthelefs,  meeting  together  not  long 
after,  we  joined  our  add refies  to  the  king 
of  Congo , and  count  of  Sogno,  and  obtain’d 
the  favour  from  them,  that  the  hereticks 
at  leaft  fhould  be  excluded  from  dealing 
in  this  merchandize ; and  that  efpecially 
the  Englifh , who  made  it  their  chief  bufi- 
nefs  to  buy  flaves  here,  and  to  carry  them 
to  Barbadoes,  an  ifland  of  theirs  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  where  they  were  to  be  brought  up 
in  the  proteftant  religion,  fo  very  contrary 
to  ours.  This  letter  was  firft  read  by  me 
to  the  count,  and  afterwards  on  a feaft-day 
I made  the  contents  of  it  known  to  the 
people,  earneftly  recommending  to  them, 
to  have  a companionate  regard  to  Jo  many  mi- 
ferable  creatures , their  countrymen , that 
were  daily  fuffered  to  come  under  the  power  of 
hereticks , that  would  not  only  enjlave  them , 
hut  likewife  pervert  the  good  principles  we  had 
infilled  into  them.  I moreover  urged,  That 
if  there  were  a neceffity  for  a trade  of  this 
kind , they  fhould  fooner  have  to  do  with  the 
Hollanders,  who  were  obliged  to  deliver  fo 
many  faves  at  Cadiz  every  year , whereby 
their  countrymen  jnight  have  fill  the  happinefs 
of  continuing  among  cathohcks , though  in 
bonds. 

I propofed  likewife  for  them  to  trade  in 
this  nature  with  the  Portuguefes , rather  than 
the  Hollanders.  Which  they  would  not 
hearken  unto  for  feveral  reafons. 

Firft , Bec^ufe  they  would  by  no  means 
have  that  nation  eftablifh  themfelves  in  their 
country.  Secondly , By  reafon  that  they 
would  give  them  no  opportunity  to  fell 
their  arms  and  ammunition  amongft  them : 
and,  Thirdly,  becaufe  they  always  under- 
valued the  flaves,  and  never  offered  io  much 
as  they  were  worth. 

Thefe,  with  fome  others,  have  been  the 
reafons  that  the  Portuguefes  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  get  any  tooting  in  Sogno. 
Villar.y  oj  A year  almoft  paft  before  there  was  any 
fome  En-  fhip  appeared  in  this  country  ; at  laft  an 
glifh.  Englifh  veflel  came  to  anchor  there.  This 
I immediately  advifed  the  count  of,  requir- 


ing at  the  fame  tithe,  That  if  fhe  were  real- 
ly Englith,  fhe  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  land 
any  perfon  whatfoever.  The  count’s  anfwer 
was,  that  I fhould  be  obeyed:  but  which  I 
obferved  to  be  fpoke  by  him  with  fuch 
coldnefs,  that  I could  eafily  difcover  in 
him  a contrary  intention  ; and  which  I 
was  the  more  confirmed  in,  when  I re- 
flected upon  the  profit  he  was  to  make, 
both  by  the  buyer  and  the  feller.  All  this 
while  the  captain  of  the  fhip  pretended  that 
he  would  tarry  only  three  days  to  take  in 
frefh  provifions ; which  being  paft,  he 
fcarce  fhewed  the  leaft  fign  of  being  gone. 
While  he  was  yet  in  the  river,  I happened 
to  go  down  to  the  fliore  to  fj$eak  with  the 
mafucca , or  receiver  of  the  Whites.  Being 
but  juft  entered  his  houfe,  I faw  two  En- 
glifhmen,  who  I thought  had  been  no  nearer 
than  their  ufual  ftation  j they  feeing  me, 
drew  in,  and  I turned  my  back  to  go  out 
again  j but  fcarce  had  I reached  the  threfh- 
hold,  before  I heard  a brace  of  piftol  bul- 
lets whiz  by  my  ear.  At  this  being  afto- 
nifhed,  I looked  about,  but  faw  no  body. 
Then  I fell  on  my  knees,  returned  thanks 
to  heaven  for  my  efcape ; and  afterwards 
went  in  again  boldly  to  make  my  com- 
plaint to  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  of  the  vil- 
lany,  which  I fuppofe  was  defigned  me  by 
thefe  Englifhjnen  : but  to  my  great  difap- 
pointment,  he  returned  me  neither  a com- 
plement nor  a refentment. 

The  day  following  the  beforementioned 
captain  came  to  me,  but  that  rather  jo  af- 
front, than  confer  with  me  •,  demanding  of 
me  at  firft  fight,  What  I had  to  do  tooppofe 
the  Englifh  trading  in  that  port?  To  which 
I replied,  That  purfuant  to  an  agreement 
between  me  and  the  count , all  hereticks  were 
to  be  excluded  from  dealing  in  faves  through- 
out the  dominious  of  Sogno,  but  as  to  all  other 
matters  of  traffick  they  were  at  liberty.  What 
do  you  mean  by  hereticks?  (quoth  he)  is  not 
our  duke  of  York  a Roman  catholick , and 
chief  of  our  company , from  whom  I have  a 
full  power  to  trade , where , and  in  what  mer- 
chandize I pie  afe?  Granted  (faid  I)  but  then 
I alledged  further.  That  I was  fure  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  that  duke , that  Chriftians 
fhould  be  bought  and  fold  for  faves,  nor  that 
fuch  as  he  (meaning  the  captain)  ffould  be 
allowed  not  only  to  trade,  but  likewife  to  rob 
and  infeft  the  ffores  wherever  they  came,  in 
like  manner  as  another  Englifh  captain  had 
done  there  the  laft  year  who  as  foon  as  he  had 
taken  in  all  his  lading,  fell  to  wafting  the  coun- 
try, and  forced  away  feveral  of  the  natives 
into  ft  aver  y,  and  killed  many  others  that  he 
could  not  get  away.  This  (I  told  him)  I would 
affuredly  acquaint  the  dutchefs  of  York  my 
country-wo?nan  with , that  the  duke  her  huff 
band's  reputation  might  not  fuffer,  and  fuch 
offenders  might  bepunifh'd  as  they  well  deffrv'd. 
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To  this  the  captain  began  to  reply  with 
great  heat,  defending  both  himfelf  and  his 
countryman  the  other  captain,  thinking  to 
overcome  reafon  with  noife  ■„  and  if  fome 
people  had  not  come  in  to  my  affiftance, 

I know  not  what  might  have  come  on  it. 

I afterwards  fent  to  let  the  count  know, 

! That  I Jhould  not  open  the  church-doors , till 
thofe  hcreticks  that  were  enemies  both  to  our 
church  and  him  were  gone.  This  meffage 
foon  brought  the  count  to  our  convent, 
where  when  he  entered  to  fpeak  with  me, 
there  came  in  with  him  only  one  man  who 
had  a long  knife  in  his  hand  drawn  about 
four  inches  out  of  the  (heath : this  knife, 
as  he  knelt  on  the  ground,  he  held  with 
one  hand  on  the  haft,  and  the  other  on 
the  fheath.  For  the  better  underftanding  of 
this,  you  muft  know,  that  whenever  the 
count  comes  to  fpeak  with  us,  no  body  has 
leave  to  enter  the  room  with  him  but  the 
interpreter ; and  when  any  extraordinary 
cafe  requires  another’s  coming  in,  he  muft 
kneel  all  the  while  in  like  manner  as  the  in- 
terpreter is  obliged  to  do.  The  count  be- 
gan with  me  very  low,  endeavouring  to 
convince  me,  ‘That  confidering  the  many  ene- 
mies that  [urrounded  him  on  all  fides , he  ought 
to  provide  himfelf  of  arms  and  ammunitions 
of  war , and  which  he  could  befi  do  from  the 
European  Jhips  that  came  to  trade  in  his  do- 
minions. This  and  the  like  he  urged  with 
a great  deal  of  cunning,  but  at  length  per- 
ceiving by  my  anfwers  that  he  gained  but 
little;  upon  me,  he  began  to  gather  up  his 
countenance,  and  to  move  his  lips  quick 
in  order  to  thunder  out  fome  dreadful  me- 
naces againft  me  -,  but  which  I timely  per- 
ceiving, ftarted  up  upon  my  feet,  and  pre- 
vented his  fury  with  the  following  words. 
The  reafon  (faid  I to  him  refolutely)  of  my 
coming  into  your  dominions , was  for  the  fer- 
vice  tf  God,  and  the  falvation  of  your  fouls ; 
and  in  order  to  that  duty  incumbent  on  me , 
I cannot  difpenfe  with  the  hazarding  even  of 
my  life , in  withdrawing  fo  many  poor  fouls 
from  out  of  the  power  of  Lucifer  (meaning 
the  flaves  to  be  bought  by  hereticks)  which 
neverthelefs  you  feem  by  your  arguments  to  be 
willing  to  give  wholly  up  to  him.  Think  theny 
my  lord  count  (continu’d  I)  on  you  own  cafe 
in  fo  palpable  an  aft  of  difobedience  *,  for  as 
for  my  part , I fhall  always  endeavour  to  per- 
fift  in  my  duty.  Having  fpoke  thefe  words, 
I immediately  offered  to  go  out  of  the 
room,  but  the  repenting  count  catching 
me  faft  hold  by  the  arm,  and  changing  his 
countenance  almoft  from  black  to  yellow, 
would  by  no  means  fuffer  me  fo  to  do, 
crying  out,  Hear  my  reafons  firjl , father  j 
hear  my  reafons  before  you  go.  Then  clap- 
ping himfelf  down  upon  a bench,  he  fell 
into  a long  difcourfe,  but  in  which  I often 
interrupting  him,  he  at  laft  flew  away  in 


a great  paflion,  muttering  and  mumblingM£Rc>LL* 
to  himfelf.  That  he  was  the  head  of  the 
church  in  his  dominions , and  that  I without 
him  could  do  nothing  \ no,  not  fo  much  as 
baptife  a child.  By  thefe  and  other  fuch 
like  fpeeches  of  his,  I could  eaflly  per- 
ceive that  he  flded  with  the  Engltfh , and 
I was  thoroughly  convinced  thereof  after- 
wards, when  he  caufed  proclamation  to  be 
made  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
to  forbid  all  his  fubjeCts  throughout  the 
whole  banza  to  go  any  more  to  our  church ; 
but  this  he  neverthelefs  did  without  laying 
any  penalty  on  thofe  that  difobeyed  him, 
and  confequently  his  fubje&s  being  true  fer- 
vants  of  God,  took  no  manner  of  notice  of 
his  proceeding,  but  continued  to  come  to 
church  as  before.  Notwithftanding  their 
good  difpofitions,  I thought  my  felf  ob- 
liged to  excommunicate  the  count  by  fix-  count 
ing  a fchedule  on  the  church-doors,  and**"^Ja’ 
which  I did  by  an  authority  fent  me  from 
the  bifhop  of  Angola.  Hence  it  followed 
that  our  flaves  that  belonged  to  the  offices 
of  the  church,  as  likewife  thofe  that  ferved 
in  the  convent,  immediately  forfook  me, 
and  that  I fuppofe  by  inftigation  of  their 
prince  who  had  withdrawn  them,  to  caufe 
me  the  fooner  to  comply.  Whilft  I yet 
continued  firm  in  my  refolutions,  a Butch 
ftiip  appeared  in  the  harbour : foon  after 
her  arrival  the  count’s  fecretary  brought 
her  captain,  according  to  cuftom,  to  me 
for  my  benediction,  which  neverthelefs  the 
Englifh  captain  had  negleCted  to  alk ; I gave 
it  him,  and  by  thofe  means  extinguilhed 
part  of  the  fury  inftilled  into  the  people’s 
breads  by  the  magicians  and  wizards  againft 
me  for  they  had  made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  make  the  people  believe,  that  I purpofely 
oppofed  the  aforefaid  contrafts  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans, that  their  nation  might  be  unpro- 
vided of  arms  and  ammunition  when  their 
enemies  the  Portuguefes  came  againft  them , 
and  which  they  likewife  affirmed  I by 
fecret  means  encouraged.  The  anchoring 
this  ftiip  in  the  harbour  occafioned  the 
fpeedy  departure  of  the  other  ; for  in  lefs 
than  thirteen  days  after  Ihe  hoifted  fail  and 
put  to  fea,  carrying  away  with  her  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  natives  of  Sogno, 
befides  near  a hundred  more  which  the 
captain  faid  had  been  fold  him  by  the  pa- 
gans. 

Finding  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  my  Who  re- 
fuperior  in  the  kingdom  of  Angola  with  thefe  pents. 
matters,  I immediately  fet  about  it,  and 
difpatched  away  two  letters,  but  which 
were  both  intercepted  by  order  from  the 
count : this  coming  to  my  ears,  I writ  three 
more,  one  of  which  I confided  to  a faithful 
Black,  promifing  him  a confiderable  re- 
ward if  he  delivered  it ; the  other  two  I 
fent  publickly,  which  were  intercepted,  as 

before. 
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before.  About  the  fame  time  the  count 
like  wife  writ  a letter  to  the  bifhop  of  Lo- 
anda , complaining,  that  I would  neither  ad- 
rninijier  the  facra?nents , nor  open  the  church  ; 
and  befides , that  I had  condemned  the  wi- 
zards to  death  in  an  open  congregation.  To 
this  the  laid  bifhop,  well  knowing  both 
the  treachery  and  hypocrify  of  the  Blacks , 
gave  no  anfwer ; but  however  foon  after 
fent  my  fuperior,  accompanied  with  father 
Benedict  d Belvedere , to  affifl  me.  Here 
mark  the  providence  of  God!  Whilft  the 
count  continued  in  his  obftinacy,  a certain 
difeafe  that  reigned  in  the  neighbouring 
parts,  called  in  the  Portuguefe , bexigas,  but 
in  ours  the  fmall  pox.  had  reached  his  do- 
minions, and  whereof  great  numbers  died 
daily.  The  people  being  Xenfible  that  this 
mult  be  fent  as  a judgment  among  them, 
gathered  forthwith  together,  and  addrefied 
themfelves  with  great  earneftnefs  to  the 
count,  advifing  him  to  retrain  and  atone 
for  the  great  error  he  had  been  guilty  of  or , 
befides  the  juft  judgments  of  God  both  upon 
him  and  them , they  would  infallibly  rife  a- 
gainft  him  for  redr efs.  To  this  the  count 
anfwered,  That  it  had  never  been  his  defires, 
that  they  fhould  fujfer  any  ways  upon  his 
account  ; and  that  what  he  had  forbid  by  his 
proclamation  was  only  to  frighten  the  mififio- 
ner  into  obedience : but  fnce  they  were  of  opi- 
nion that  what  had  befallen  them  was  occafi- 
oned  by  this  injunction , he  was  willing , if  he 
might  thereby  confirm  their  fafety , to  take  it 
off.  Though  he  foon  after  was  as  good  as 
his  word,  yet  were  the  people  not  wholly 
fatisfied,  affirming,  That  they  would  not  die 
like  dogs , but  like  true  Chriftians , as  they 
had  been  bred , and  therefore  willed  him  to 
prefent  himfelf  before  me  to  afk  forgivenefs 
for  his  crime , to  the  end  that  the  church- 
doors  might  be  again  fet  open  to  them.  This 
he  foon  after  accomplilhed  in  the  following 
manner,  but  whether  through  fincerity  or 
hypocrify  I fhall  not  pretend  to  determine. 
Having  clothed  all  his  courtiers  in  like 
manner  as  they  are  wont  to  be  when  they 
go  to  receive  ambafiadors,  he  alone  ap- 
peared in  fackcloth,  unfhod,  with  a crown 
of  thorns  on  his  head , a crucifix  in  his 
hand , and  a large  cable  rope  about  his 
neck:  in  this  manner  coming  to  our  con- 
vent, he  pro  ft  rated  himfelf  humbly  at  the 
gate,  befeeching  me  to  pardon  him  his  crime, 
and  only  excufing  himfelf,  that  what  he 
did  was  done  rafhly  and  without  confederation, 
but  that  he  was  now  ready  to  make  me  all 
manner  of  ' fatisf action  for  his  difobedience.  Fie 
remember’d  me  moreover  of  the  prefump- 
tion  of  David,  and  hoped,  that  like  him 
having  repented,  he  fhould  likewife  receive 
mercy.  Having  laid  thus  much,  he  gave 
his  crucifix  to  one  of  his  attendants  to  hold, 
and  afterwards  kneeled  and  kiffed  my  feet: 
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hereupon  I immediately  raifed  him  from 
the  ground,  took  off  the  crown  of  thorns 
from  his  head,  and  rope  from  his  neck, 
and  then  repeated  to  him  thofe  words  which 
I formerly  uttered  to  another  perfon  on 
the  like  occafion.  If  you  have  finned  like 
David,  imitate  him  likewife  in  your  repen- 
tance. After  this  I waited  upon  him  out 
as  far  as  the  ftreet,  and  then  left  him. 

He  afterwards  came  a fecond  time  in  the  Is 
aforefaid  manner  to  have  his  excommuni- J>Sl-en' 
cation  taken  off;  but  I told  him,  That  I 
would  willingly  have  complied  with  his  defires, 
but  that  in  about  three  days  time  my  fuperior 
would  come  into  thofe  parts , and  that  it  was 
more  proper  for  him  to  abfolve  fo  great 
a perfon  as  he.  I farther  told  him,  That 
as  for  his  accomplices , I would  undertake  to 
give  thejn  abfolution,  which  I foon  after  per- 
formed both  to  his  and  their  fatisfaclion. 

At  laft  the  expefted  father  arrived,  and  I 
having  acquainted  him  with  what  had  been 
already  done,  he  after  a delay  of  a few  days 
gave  the  penitent  count  abfolution.  Hav- 
ing received  this  great  favour  and  alfiftance 
from  the  bifhop,  I thought  my  felf  obliged 
to  return  him  my  molt  humble  thanks  and 
acknowledgments,  and  withal  to  inform 
him  of  the  caufe,  manner,  and  time  of  my 
fhutting  up  the  church , as  likewife  with 
the  reafons  I had  to  threaten  the  wizards 
with  the  punilhment  the  count  had  writ  to 
him  about. 

The  Dutch  all  this  while  followed  their 
trade  clofe.  A certain  captain  among  them 
called  Cornelius  Clas,  having  acquired  a 
reputation  with  the  natives  by  his  fubtili- 
ties,  went  about  fowing  his  heretical  tares 
amidft  the  true  corn  of  the  gofpel.  A- 
mongft  other  (damnable)  doctrines,  he 
maintain’d,  That  baptifm  was  alone  neceffary 
to  falvation , becaufe  it  took  away  original 
fin,  as  the  blood  of  our  Saviour  did  acffual 
fin.  The  better  to  comply  with  the  Blacks, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  defirous  of  greater 
liberty  in  thofe  matters,  he  affirmed,  There 
was  need  of  no  other  facr ament  than  that  of 
baptifm ; and  that  if  they  had  a mind  to  com- 
municate, they  fhould  do  it,  but  that  con- 
feffeon  was  not  neceffary,  being  only  to  be  nn- 
derftood  figuratively.  And  he  farther  (im- 
pudently,) difowned  the  real  prelence  of 
Christ  in  the  confecrated  hoft.  To  pro- 
cure himfelf  the  greater  credit,  he  often 
invoked  the  faints  to  his  affiftance,  and 
efpecially  St.  Anthony,  though  his  tribe  ge- 
nerally deny  the  praying  to  faints  to  be  of 
any  ufe  to  us.  He  afterwards  repeated 
feveral  expreffions  here  and  there  out  of 
our  fermons  in  Lent , and  then  proceeded 
to  ridicule  them  after  the  following  man- 
ner. O (cried  he)  your  father's  an  able 
preacher  and  a great  fcholar,  he  hits  the  nail 
on  the  head , and  talks  to  the  purpofe  ; but 
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if  he  would  improve  you  thoroughly,  he  tught 
to  advance  fuch  and  fucb  doctrines  (which  by 
the  way  were  moft  pernicioufly  heretical.) 
Thus  he  run  on  for  above  an  hour  toge- 
ther exploding  our  opinions  and  recom- 
mending his  own,  till  he  had  at  laft  fo  far 
prevail’d  upon  thofe  miferable  Negroes, 
that  their  hearts  were  become  as  black 
as  their  countenances.  Altho’  this  per- 
fon*s  principles  and  defigns  came  at  length 
to  be  known,  yet  were  the  moft  igno- 
rant neverthelefs  affedted  with  his  argu- 
ments and  perfuafions,  but  notwithftanding 
thefe  mifchiefs  came  not  to  our  knowledge 
till  after  the  departure  of  their  author. 

Let  us  now  come  to  other  matters  not 
unlike  the  foregoing.  In  the  fifth  year  of 
my  million  another  Englifh  Ihip  happen’d 
to  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  river:  As 
foon  as  I perceived  it,  I went  to  the  count 
and  faid.  Behold,  my  lord , another  Englifh 
Jhip  appears  in  the  harbour ! and  at  the  fame 
time  begg’d  of  him  not  to  permit  any 
of  the  men  to  land  for  fear  of  the  like 
inconveniences  that  had  before  happen’d: 
Lfe  feem’d  to  comply  readily  with  my  de- 
fires, and  promifed  that  none  Ihould ; ne- 
verthelefs felf-intereft  blinding  him  again, 
he  received  the  ^ccuftomed  prefents,  and 
fuffered  them  to  trade  again  within  his 
dominions,  which  we  would  by  no  means 
agree  to.  The  captain  came  with  his 
commiftion  to  our  convent,  and  endea- 
voured to  find  me  out,  but  could  not. 
In  the  mean  time  without  any  further  de- 
lay we  publifhed  a manifefto,  that  upon 
pain  of  excommunication  none  Ihould  pre- 
fume to  fell  any  flaves  to  the  Englijh  \ but 
as  for  bartering  ivory,  ebony,  or  the  like 
with  them,  they  might  freely  do  it.  The 
captain  hereupon  could  get  but  five  Ne- 
groes, and  thofe  he  bought  before  the  ma- 
nifefto was  publifhed.  He  came  a fecond 
time  to  my  apartment  accompanied  by 
a Dutch  captain,  and  with  a great  deal  of 
fubmiftion  faid  to  me,  Father , what  reafon 
have  I given  you  to  deny  me,  fo  much  to 
my  difadvantage , a free  trade  in  this  port , 
when  I have  fuffered  fo  many  hard/hips , and 
undergone  fo  great  peril  in  my  voyage  hither? 
To  which  I courteoufly  anfwer’d,  That  I 
would  do  any  thing  that  lay  in  my  power  to 
ferve  any  Chrifiian , and  him  in  particular, 
who  appeared  to  be  fo  very  civil , but  that  in 
this  matter  I could  do  nothing  without  an  or- 
der from  my  fuperior.  I told  him  further. 
That  tho ’ I was  againft  his  trading  afhore, 
as  being  an  Englifhman,  and  confequently  a 
heretick , I could  not  prevent  his  doing  it  by 
fea,  and  therefore  if  he  could find  any  to  trajfick 
with  him  he  might  freely  do  it : That’s  what 
I would  rather  have  (replied  the  captain) 
for  thereby  I may  trade  cuflom-free.  Now 
I perceive  (continued  he)  that  thefe  brute* 
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(meaning  the  Negroes)  have  always  their^i rolia 
hands  open  to  receive  prefents,  but  when  there 
is  any  favour  to  be  returned , they  immediately 
fhrug  up  their  fhoulders  and  excufe  themfelves , 
pretending  the  mijfioners  will  not  let  them 
grant  it.  But  why  (added  he)  did  they  not 
explain  themfelves  at  firft,  that  I might  have 
faved  my  prefent,  and  failed  about  my  bufinefs 
elfewhere?  It  Jhall  go  hard  but  I'll  make 
them  know  whom  they  have  to  deal  with. 

Then  turning  to  me  he  faid,  Well,  Father , 

I cannot  but  thank  you  heartily  for  acquaint- 
ing me  with  the  truth , and  let  them  reftore 
to  me  what  I gave  them  and  Vll  be  gone. 

But  firft  (quoth  he)  give  me  leave  to  pre- 
fent your  reverence  with  a barrel  of  wheat- 
flower  to  make  your  hofts  of,  a fmall  veffel 
of  Aquavitae,  and  fomething  elfe  that  may 
lie  within  the  verge  of  my  capacity.  I re- 
turned him  a thoufand  thanks  for  his  kind 
proffers,  and  told  him,  that  tho’  I had 
occafion  for  the  wheat-flower  I would  by 
no  means  accept  it  of  him,  and  afterwards 
having  forced  a bafket  of  fruit  upon  him 
difmiffed  him.  The  count  having  dif- 
pofed  of  the  prefent  was  given  him,  could 
by  no  means  reftore  it,  and  befides  durft 
not  for  fear  of  excommunication  provide 
him  the  flaves  he  had  promifed.  This  fo 
vexed  the  captain,  that  taking  only  along 
with  him  two  flaves,  and  a little  ivory 
he  had  got  before,  he  left  his  houfe  in 
the  night-time,  and  went  immediately  a- 
board  his  fhip : His  landlord  foon  miffing 
him  got  up  betimes,  and  went  after  him 
for  his  rent ; but  the  captain  having  caufed 
three  patereroes  to  be  turned  againft  the 
Negro’s  boat,  dared  him  to  come  near  him 
after  the  following  manner.  Come  hither 
flave  (quoth  he)  and  I will  pay  you  in  a 
certain  coin  that  you  very  well  deferve : 

After  which  bellowing  a great  many  curfes 
on  him,  he  fet  fail  and  departed.  The  count 
was  again  excommunicated  for  his  difobedi- 
ence,  but  not  by  a paper  fixed  up  at  the 
church-doors  formally,  which  he  took  with 
much  patience : Tho’  a Black , he  is  an  ab- 
folute  prince,  and  not  unworthy  of  a crown, 
tho’  he  were  in  Italy,  confidering  the  num- 
ber of  his  fubjedls,  and  large  dominions. 

Before  the  Englifhman  had  weigh’d  an- 
chor to  be  gone,  another  Dutch  fhip  came 
into  the  river,  which  my  companion  father 
Benedift  dd  Belvedere  perceiving,  immedi- 
ately oppofed  the  landing  any  of  her  men : 

His  reafon  was,  that  they  were  hereticks, 
in  like  manner  as  the  Englifh,  and  which 
he  confirmed  by  the  herelies  the  above- 
mentioned  Dutch  captain  had  not  long  be- 
fore fpread  amongft  us.  I could  not  well 
diffent  from  this  opinion  of  his,  neverthe- 
lefs for  quietnefs  fake  I told  him,  That 
ftnce  we  had  fo  luckily  got  rid  of  the  En- 
glifh,  we  mufl  of  neceffity  admit  of  the  Dutch, 
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Merolla  or  the  people  would  be  apt  to  rebel',  for  not  caring 
to  trade  with  the  Portuguefes  for  fome  rea- 
fons  beft  known  to  themfelves,  they  would  have 
nobody  elfe  to  utter  their  commodities  to,  which 
would  prove  no  fmall  detriment  both  to  the 
church  and  the  fate.  He  underftood  me, 

I don’t  queftion,  but  notwithftanding  took 
little  or  no  notice  of  what  I faid,  being 
tranfported  with  too  great  a zeal  for  the 
church’s  good,  which  had  it  not  been  fo 
exceflive,  might  have  fucceeded  better  than 
it  did. 

■A  great  Qn  £ after-day  there  was  a great  feaft 

ea!T-  throughout  the  count’s  dominions, 

when  the  electors  and  governors  were  ob- 
liged to  come  to  court  to  wilh  their  lord  a 
happy  Eafter , according  to  cuftom:  He 
that  voluntarily  abfented  himfelf  was  look’d 
upon  as  a rebel,  and  thofe  that  came  were 
treated  at  the  count’s  charge  •,  the  electors 
and  governors  dividing  the  pr-ovifions  a- 
mongft  their  followers.  My  aforefaid  com- 
panion hearing  a confus’d  found  of  inftru- 
ments,  and  many  loud  acclamations  from 
the  people  gathered  together  in  vaft  num- 
bers, made  what  hafte  he  could  to  them 
that  he  might  prevent  thofe  feftivals,  which 
he  look’d  upon  as  not  proper  to  be  cele- 
brated in  a place  where  the  count  aflifted, 
who  then  flood  excommunicated.  For 
my  part  I could  not  well  fathom  his  in- 
tentions, for  he  only  came  to  me  and  de- 
manded my  blefling  and  leave  to  go  out 
of  the  convent,  which  I could  not  refufe 
him.  At  his  firfl  coming  the  chief  elec- 
tor came  up  to  him  to  falute  him,  which 
he  coldly  received  and  returned : After  a 
few  compliments  they  came  to  complaints. 
My  companion  began  to  blame  them  for 
having  fo  courteoufly  admitted  of  the  Hol- 
landers, as  alfo  for  folemnizing  of  this 
feaft,  which  they  ought  not  to  prefume 
to  have  done  as  matters  went.  This  fo 
exafperated  the  eledtor,  that  he  cry’d  out 
with  a great  paflion.  What  hereticksl  What 
Chriftians ! What  catholicks ! Are  we  hot  all 
to  be  faved  by  baptifm  alone ? Father  Benedict 
being  out  of  patience  at  thefe  words,  and 
truly  moved  for  the  honour  of  God’s  fer- 
vice,  tho’  a little  too  exorbitantly,  with- 
out any  reply  ftept  up  to  him,  and  gave 
him  a found  box  on  the  ear  by  way  of 
admonition.  This  affront  the  eledlor’s  peo- 
ple fo  greatly  refented,  that  they  immedi- 
ately gather’d  about  him  to  defend  him, 
and  thofe  that  were  without  the  walls  like- 
wife  made  at  the  fame  time  an  attempt 
to  get  into  the  place.  The  count,  cap- 
tain-general, and  great-captain  being  foon 
informed  of  what  had  happen’d,  prefently 
interpofed  to  prevent  the  miflioner’s  re- 
ceiving any  damage  from  the  fury  of  the 
multitude,  and  afterwards  conduced  him 
fafe  to  our  convent.  The  chief  intent  of 


his  father’s  extraordinary  zeal,  was  to 
make  known  to  fo  great  a company  of 
people  got  together,  what  danger  their 
fouls  were  in  by  converfmg  with  hereticks. 

For  my  part,  I judged  a fpeedy  recon- 
ciliation with  the  eledlor  highly  necefiary, 
and  therefore  fome  few  days  after  I fent 
for  him  to  our  convent ; he  came,  and 
after  having  courteoufly  received  him,  I 
defir’d  him  to  recant fincerely  what  he  had  faid , 
and  a/k father  }$ened\£t’s  pardon,  and  I would 
abfolvehim.  To  which  heanfwered  finding. 
That  would  be  pleafant  indeed  \ I am  the  fuf- 
ferer,  and  yet  Imuft  be  guilty  •,  He  was  the  ag- 
grejfor , and  yet  I mufi  beg  pardon.  Mufi  I re- 
ceive a blow,  and  notwithftanding  be  thought  to 
have  offended?  Then  I reply ’d.  That  muft  not 
be  taken  for  an  injury,  which  was  not  fo  intend- 
ed. The  blow  was  not  to  offend , but  defend 
you , being  as  it  were  a remembrance  not  to 
hearken  to  the  errors  of  hereticks.  Befides , 
you  ought  to  confider  that  it  was  given  out  of 
paternal  affedtion  by  your  fpiritual  father,  and 
whom  it  did  not  mifbecome  to  give  it.  Moreover , 
you  know  among  us  the  bifhops  do  it  in  cafes  of 
confirmation,  and  the  perfon  that  receives  it 
takes  it  rather  for  an  honour  than  affront. 
Tou  ought  to  confefs  that  you  deferved  correc- 
tion for  ventingfo  dangerous  an  opinion  in  the 
prefence  of  fo  many  true  catholicks.  Being 
convinced  by  thefe  reafons  that  he  had 
been  in  the  wrong,  he  confented  to  recant 
his  error,  which  he  did  after  mafs  at  the 
church-door,  confefling  that  what  he  had 
done  was  merely  occafioned  thro’  paflion, 
and  not  out  of  any  difobedience  to  the 
dotlrine  of  the  church,  for  which  he  had  a 
fincere  veneration.  Afterwards  begging 
pardon  of  the  aforefaid  father,  and  killing 
his  feet,  he  was  again  received  into  our 
communion.  After  all  this  he  made  his 
humble  acknowledgments  to  the  count  for 
having  prefumed  to  incline  his  people  to 
a rebellion  within  his  dominions. 

To  extirpate  this  herefy  effeftually  out 
of  the  minds  of  the  people,  we  took  an 
occafion,  after  we  had  given  abfolution 
to  the  eledlor  and  his  followers,  to  preach 
a fermon  to  them  to  this  purpofe:  That 
whereas  paradife  was  allowed  by  all  to  be  a 
place  of  the  greateft  purity  and  brightnefs , 
fo  ought  to  be  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are 
in  election  to  be  admitted  inhabitants  thereof. 
Lucifer  the  prince  of  light , for  having  fiuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  contaminated  with  pride , 
occafioned  his  being  thrown  headlong  into  hell , 
together  with  his  adherents,  Can  it  feempof- 
fiible  to  you  that  fo  pure  and  peaceful  a place 
fihould  admit  of  the  haughty  and  unclean  ? Some 
among  you  are  like  your  own  maccacos,  or 
monkeys  amongft  us,  who  keeping  poffeffion  of 
any  thing  they  have  ftolen,  will  fooner  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  taken  and  killed  than  to  let 
go  their  prey.  So  impure  fwine  wallow  in 
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their  filth , and  care  not  to  he  cleans'd.  To 
remedy  this  our  Saviour  injlituted  the  facra- 
ment  of  repentance , to  the  end  that  when  man 
had  finned , he  might  come  and  purify  himfelf 
from  his  tranfgrefiions.  Thefe  and  many 
other  fpi  ritual  memorandums  were  given  by 
us,  proving  at  the  fame  time.  That  God 
being  all  goodnefs,  could  not  pofiibly  be  the 
occafion  of  any  evil.  We  then  demanded  of 
them.  If  they  were  not  convinced  that  this  was 
true  by  the  light  of  their  natural  reafon  ? They 
all  anfwered  with  a common  confent,  That 
it  was , and  that  they  had  been  deceived  by 
the  heretical  feducer , who  had  impofed  doc- 
trines upon  them  which  were  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God.  We  hope  therefore  that  for 
the  future  thefe  herefies  will  be  totally  extin- 
guifhed , fince  we  have  taken  fo  much  pains 
to  decry  them  both  in  the  pulpit  and  elfewhere. 
The  fame  night  that  the  count  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  his  falling  again 
under  the  fentence  of  excommunication, 
for  having  ddigned  to  furnilh  the  Englifh 
with  Haves,  contrary  to  the  manifefto  pub- 
lifhed  by  us,  his  countefs  was  feized  with 
a fainting  fit,  occafioned  either  by  her  be- 
ing with  child,  or  elfe  thro’  the  difguft 
fhe  had  conceived  at  her  hufband’s  pro- 
ceedings. Being  thus  ill,  fhe  immediately 
difpatched  her  Ion  to  me  to  defire  me 
to  come  to  her,  who  doubting  whether  I 
would  comply  or  not,  thought  himfelf  ob- 
liged to  fwear,  that  his  mother  was  at 
death’s  door.  Being  moved  by  charity, 

I went  accompanied  by  father  Stephen  de 
Romano , who  had  fome  fmall  fkill  in  phy- 
fick.  By  his  means,  and  thro’  God’s  grace, 
fhe  foon  recovered,  and  was  confeffed. 
This  lady  was,  to  give  her  her  due,  a ve- 
ry religious  woman,  and  a great  frequen- 
ter of  the  bleffed  facrament ; and  befides, 
one  that  upon  many  occafions,  when  the 
count  her  hufband  and  we  were  at  vari- 
ance, would  fend  us  divers  refrefhments 
of  oranges  and  lemons,  and  the  like.  The 
count  having  obferved  at  a diftance  the 
civility  and  kindnefs  we  fhewed  to  his  wife, 
feemed  to  be  mightily  pleafed  with  it. 
Thinking  to  take  him  in  this  good  hu- 
mour, I went  up  to  him,  and  defired  him 
to  excufe  what  I had  ordered  him  to  be 
made  acquainted  with,  having  been  there- 
to obliged  by  the  duty  of  my  fundlion, 
and  were  for  that  end  come  into  his  country. 

I likewife  told  him,  that  if  he  would  needs 
follow  his  own  inclinations,  he  mull  be  a 
pagan,  and  could  not  deferve  the  title  of 
a Chriftian  ; and  moreover  informed  him 
what  a ftridt  account  I had  to  give  not  only 
to  my  fuperiors,  but  alfo  to  my  own  con- 
fcience,  and  therefore  exhorted  him  to  fub- 
mit  himfelf  to  the  cenfures  of  the  church. 

1 defir’d  him  to  remember  likewife  how 
I had  expofed  my  life  for  his  good,  and 
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that  I could  not  but  have  a particular 
kindnefs  for  him,  being  my  fpiritual  pu- 
pil. This  I fpoke  to  prevent  his  flying 
out  into  paflions  and  difdain,  as  he  was 
wont  to  do  upon  occafions  of  reproof. 

From  mid-lent  to  Whitfuntide  the  count 
had  not  been  within  the  church-doors, 
except  fometimes  incognito ; but  generally 
flood  at  a diftance,  whence  he  might  fee 
the  prieft  at  the  altar,  and  where  he  heard 
mafs.  On  Afcenfion-eve  he  fent  to  beg  of 
me  for  the  love  of  God  to  abfolve  him. 

I would  have  willingly  complied  with  his 
requeft,  but  was  prevented  by  father  Bene- 
dict, who  alledged  that  it  was  by  no  means 
proper  to  take  him  again  into  our  commu- 
nion, till  the  Hollanders  had  weighed  an- 
chor, and  where  gone.  On  Whitfunday 
he  fent  a mefienger  to  me  again,  giving 
me  to  underftand,  that  his  fubjects  not 
feeing  him  appear  in  the  church  as  for- 
merly might  probably  rife  in  a tumult; 
to  prevent  which  he  propofed  to  agree  to 
all  I had  required  of  him,  provided  I 
would  abfolve  him.  Myanfwerwas,  that 
he  fhould  appear  next  morning  at  the  fe- 
cond  mafs  dreft  in  mourning  like  a pe- 
nitent, and  fhould  moreover  bring  along 
with  him  all  the  eledtors,  together  with 
the  two  captains,  the  general,  and  great - 
captain.  As  I had  commanded,  fo  it  was 
performed.  Thofe  others  that  ought  to 
have  been  prefent,  and  could  not  come, 
were  excufed  upon  fending  proxies.  Be- 
ing all  met,  I addreft  my  fell  to  the  count, 
and  endeavour’d  to  make  him  fenfible 
what  damage  he  might  do  to  fo  many 
poor  fouls  as  he  was  mafter  of,  by  en- 
couraging them  to  have  commerce  with 
hereticks.  I remember’d  him  alfo  of  the 
late  affronts  received  from  the  Engljh , 
and  indulged  by  him.  Upon  hearing  this 
and  a great  deal  more,  which  I don’t  think 
neceffary  to  repeat  here,  both  the  count 
and  all  the  reft,  took  an  oath  upon  the  ho- 
ly mijfal , that  they  would  fooner  lofe  their 
lives  than  fuffer  any  Engliflj  fh ip  to  enter 
any  of  their  ports  again,  which  is  obferv’d 
and  performed  even  to  this  day.  The  pe- 
nance I impofed  upon  the  count  was  that 
he  by  his  authority  fhould  oblige  three 
hundred  of  thofe  that  lived  in  unlawful 
wedlock  to  marry.  He  gladly  accepted 
the  propofal,  and  afterward  entered  the 
church  with  great  pomp  and  univerfal  joy, 
and  never  in  the  leaft  offended  after. 

The  reconciled  count  not  only  per- 
formed what  had  been  enjoined  him,  but 
brought  over  four  hundred  to  the  holy  ftate 
of  matrimony.  Amongft  the  reft  there 
was  one  mani , who  not  only  married  him- 
felf, but  alfo  caufed  two  fons,  and  as  ma- 
ny daughters  of  his  to  do  the  like  at  the 
fame  time.  My  companion  father  Bene - 
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Merolla  did  obferving  and  wondering  at  the  great 
care  and  diligence  the  count  employ’d  in 
reducing  fo  many  ftray’d  fouls  to  matri- 
mony, cried  our,  As  long  as  all  is  fecure 
here , I'll  go  on  in  my  miffion , and  try  what 
I can  do  with  others  abroad , by  urging  thefe 
good  examples  to  them.  As  he  hoped,  fo  it 
came  to  pafs;  for  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks 
he  had  caufed  above  fix  hundred  to  marry. 
This  was  a very  laborious  work,  and  put 
him  into  a violent  fit  of  ficknefs  two  days 
journey  from  our  houfe.  As  foon  as  I 
heard  of  his  being  ill,  I fent  for  him  home; 
but  he  would  by  no  means  comply  with 
me,  affirming,  That  a good  foldier  ought  to 
die  with  his  f word  in  his  hand:  and  further. 
That  if  he  loft  that  opportunity  of  recovering 
fo  many  poor  fouls  from  perdition , he  knew 
not  when  he  might  have  the  like  again  offer’d 
him.  His  death  not  long  after,  together 
with  my  being  fick,  put  a flop  to  fo  great 
and  fo  good  a work  but  juft  begun. 

CbaJUty.  It  is  neceffary  here  to  inform  you,  that 
in  the  dominions  of  Sogno,  thofe  that  are 
lawfully  married  live  with  all  manner  of 
love  and  amity  together,  and  particularly 
the  women,  who  are  conftant  to  their  hus- 
bands, whether  Blacks  or  Whites.  The 
many  years  that  the  Europeans  have  traded 
here,  there  has  not  been  found  one  baftard 
among  them,  which  are  neverthelefs  fo  fre- 
quent to  be  met  with  in  other  countries. 
Thefe  women  have  a particular  averfion 
to  hereticks,  as  may  be  perceived  by  what 
follows.  A Dutch  captain  walking  one 
day  in  this  country,  and  obferving  a mar- 
ried woman  taking  a pipe  of  tobacco  af- 
ter the  cuftom  of  the  country,  fent  his 
flave  to  her  to  defire  her  to  let  him  have 
a whiffi  The  good  woman  hearing  the 
meffage,  took  her  pipe  out  of  her  mouth, 
and  hugg’d  it  in  her  arms,  and  without 
anfwering  a word  proceeded  on  in  her  way. 
The  Have  neverthelefs  profecuted  his  mas- 
ter’s requeft,  and  follow’d  her,  repeating  of- 
ten what  he  had  before  requir’d,  till  at 
length  perceiving  her  obftinate  and  fixt  in  a 
refufal,  the  better  to  incline  her  to  refign 
the  pipe  to  him,  he  gave  her  a box  o’th’ 
ear,  threatning  her  with  worfe,  if  fhe  per- 
fifted  in  a denial.  The  woman  notwith- 
ftanding  bore  all  patiently,  and  would  not 
confent  to  gratify  him,  whatever  he  could 
do  to  her.  I fhould  have  told  you,  for 
the  better  underftanding  of  this,  that  ’tis  a 
cuftom  in  this  country,  that  when  any  one 
obtains  a pipe  out  of  a woman’s  mouth, 
it  is  a probable  earned  of  further  favours. 
From  hence  may  be  learnt  what  a propen- 
fity  the  women  have  to  chaftity  in  thefe 
para,  many  of  whom  meet  together  on 
the  firft  day  of  Lent,  and  oblige  themfelves 
to  a ftridt  continence  till  Eafter ; info- 
much  that  if  any  one  among  them  fhould 
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happen  to  deviate  from  the  vow  they  had 
jointly  engaged  in,  fhe  would  immediately 
think  her  felf  guilty  of  a great  fault,  and 
confequently  undergo  voluntarily  fome  fe- 
vere  penance.  They  are  likewife  rnoft  ri- 
gid obfervers  of  all  fafts  enjoined  by  the 
church,  and  which  they  will  not  tranfgrefs 
even  where  neceffity  requires  they  fhould, 
and  in  which  cafes  we  are  obliged  to  com- 
mand them  to  do  it  to  fave  their  lives. 

At  length  my  companion  father  Bene- 
dict finding  himfelf  worfe  and  worfe,  fent 
a mefifenger  to  me  to  defire  me  to  afford 
him  fome  fuccour.  I thereupon  immedi- 
ately difpatched  four  flaves  belonging  to 
the  church,  to  bring  him  in  a net  to  the 
convent,  that  being  the  eafieft  way  I could 
propofe  to  have  him  brought.  The  bet- 
ter to  infure  the  performance  of  my  com- 
mands, I threatned  the  flaves  with  tran- 
fportation,  a thing  they  are  more  than  or- 
dinarily afraid  of,  in  cafe  of  difobedience 
or  treachery.  They  brought  him  foon  af- 
ter, and  being  arrived,  he  immediately  en- 
tered upon  a general  confeffion  of  his  fins, 
even  from  his  youth  upwards  to  that  day. 

The  malady  he  was  affiidted  with  was  the 
gout,  which  getting  not  long  afterwards 
into  his  ftomach,  at  once  ended  both  his 
life  and  his  good  adtions,  which  were  many. 

His  funeral  obfequies  were  performed  fina- 
ble to  his  character,  at  which  affifted  the 
count  with  a vaft  number  of  people,  I my 
felf  faying  mafs,  tho’  I languifhed  at  that 
time  under  a violent  fever.  Father  Bene- 
dict was  a native  of  our  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples > though  he  firft  received  the  habit  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis  in  the  Roman  province. 

He  was  a publick  preacher  in  the  city  of 
Rome>  as  likewife  a confeffor  to  the  nuns. 

The  death  of  this  good  man  may  well  be 
faid  to  be  lamented  by  all,  fince  the  very 
birds  and  beafts  had  their  fhare  of  concern 
at  it:  For  it  was  to  beobferved,  that  whilft 
the  corps  was  upon  the  bier,  it  was  attend- 
ed by  feveral  parrots  and  wild  hens,  which 
hovered  about  waiting  till  it  fhould  be  in- 
terr’d.  A dog  likewife  that  had  belonged 
to  the  deceafed  father,  miffing  his  matter 
after  he  was  buried,  would  neither  eat  nor 
drink,  but  lay  howling  after  an  extraordi- 
nary manner  at  the  church-door.  I gave 
him  afterwards  to  the  captain-general  to 
be  tranfported  into  fome  diftant  ifland:  but 
this  availed  little,  for  in  lefs  than  a month’s 
time  he  returned,  and  placing  himfelf  at 
the  door  of  the  deceas’d  father’s  cell,  con- 
tinued to  howl  as  before,  till  at  length  hav- 
ing eat  nor  drank  nothing  for  many  days, 
and  being  thereby  quite  famifhed,  he  groan- 
ed out  a difmal  farewel  to  his  loving  mat- 
ter, and  fo  died. 

It  may  not  be  here  amifs  to  infert  a cer-  A great 
tain  quarrel  that  happened  among  the  Ne- 1 uf£rjl 
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groes  in  the  fourth  year  of  my  miffion,  and 
whilft  the  aforefaid  father  was  living  ; but 
wherein  no  body  was  killed  thro’  the  time- 
ly orders  fent  to  prevent  it.  The  difference 
was  this:  The  captain-general,  fon  to  the 
count’s  brother,  being  at  variance  with  the 
count’s  other  nephew,  fon  to  his  After,  while 
they  were  mutually  provoking  each  other 
with  ill  language,  the  latter  happened  to 
throw  down  the  former,  and  falling  a top 
of  him,  began  to  belabour  him  luftily  with 
his  fifts,  which  neverthelefs  no  body  faw. 
The  perfon  aggrieved  complained  of  this 
ufage  to  the  count,  who  having  heard  him 
patiently,  at  length  faid  to  him,  What 
juftice  would  you  have  me  to  do  between  you 
two  that  are  Jo  nearly  ally  d ? The  captain- 
general  having  received  the  like  affront  once 
before  from  the  countefs’s  brother,  brifk- 
ly  reply’d,  What , would  your  excellency  have 
me  pit  up  this  affront  too  ? No , it  is  not  in 
my  power , and  I would  have  my  enemies  to 
know  that  I am  not  Jo  much  to  be  defpifed. 
This  faid,  he  withdrew,  and  taking  up  arms 
together  with  his  other  three  brothers,  he 
beat  an  alarm  to  challenge  the  count’s  other 
two  nephews  to  battle,  who  neverthelefs 
were  not  able  to  appear  againft  him  with- 
out the  afliftance  of  their  uncle’s  troops  that 
were  already  gone  all  over  to  the  captain- 
general’s  fide  ; and  this  caufed  them  not  to 
appear  at  all. 

Chat-  The  better  to  underfland  the  manner  of 

lenges:  challenging  in  this  country,  I muft  ac- 

quaint you  that  the  Negroes , when  they 
have  any  private  quarrels  among  them, 
do  not  care  to  decide  the  matter  fingly  *,  but 
each  gets  as  many  of  his  friends  as  he  can 
together  to  do  it  for  him.  When  they  are 
come  to  the  appointed  place,  and  drawn 
up  in  fight  of  their  adverfaries,  they  be- 
gin to  argue  the  cafe  cooly  ; then  proceed 
to  abufing  each  other  with  invedtives,  till 
at  length  their  blood  being  fired  by  inju- 
rious language,  they  fall  to  it  helrer  fkel- 
ter.  Then  their  drums  begin  to  beat  con- 
fufedly*  which  are  made  of  thin  wood  all 
of  a piece-,  and  in  form  like  our  great  ear- 
then jars.  Thefe  being  covered  with  a 
bead’s  fkin,  are  founded,  not  with  little 
dicks,  but  with  the  hand,  and  which  make 
a much  greater  noife  than  our  drums  do. 
They  that  have  the  ufe  of  guns,  after  the 
firft  onfet  throw  them  away,  having  them 
more  to  fright  than  offend  the  enemy.  They 
let  them  againft  their  bread,  without  tak- 
ing any  aim,  by  which  means  the  balls 
generally  fly  over  their  enemies  heads,  with- 
out doing  them  any  harm*  for  they  per- 
ceiving the  flafh  in  the  pan,  are  likewife 
accuftomed  to  fquat  down,  and  after  hav- 
ing fo  received  the  firing,  rife  up  of  a fud- 
den,  and  run  forwards.  After  they  have 
thus  thrown  away  their  fire-arms,  they  be- 
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take  themfelves  to  their  bows  and  arrows.  Me holla 
When  they  are  atadiftance  they  fend  their 
arrows  up  into  the  air,  that  by  their  fall- 
ing they  may  do  their  enemies  the  greater 
mifehief-,  but  when  they  are  nearer,  they 
fhoot  them  in  a diredl  line.  They  are  wont 
fometimes  to  poifon  their  arrows, the  wounds 
made  by  which  they  recover  by  pifs.  When 
the  arrows  fall,  the  adverfe  party  immedi- 
ately gathers  them  up  to  make  ufe  of  them 
again.  The  Ihort  arms  they  imploy  are 
great  and  fmall  knives,  axes,  and  the  like, 
which  they  buy  of  the  Europeans.  When 
they  come  to  engage,  the  perfons  that  are 
conquered  become  flaves  to  the  conquerors, 
if  they  are  taken  ; ,and  if  not,  they  often 
kill  themfelves  for  anger.  In  Congo , when 
there  are  no  priefts  there,  Chriftians  make 
flaves  of  Chriftians,  which  they  often  do 
upon  very  flight  quarrels. 

But  to  return  from  whence  we  have  flay- 
ed, let  us  go  on  with  our  dory.  After  a 
little  while  two  eledtors,  whereof  one  was 
the  mani  Enguella , the  count’s  coufin, 
came  up  to  the  captain-general,  who  to- 
gether with  his  friends  flood  with  their 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  endeavoured  to 
pacify  him.  They  found  him  fitting  ma- 
jeftically  under  an  umbrella,  as  it  were  a 
canopy ; when  with  a more  than  kingly 
gravity  he  broke  forth  into  thefe  words : 

He  that  has  a mind  to  /peak  with  me,  let  him 
do  it  profir  ate  on  the  ground.  This  the  two 
electors  would  by  no  means  cOndefcend  to 
do,  fince  that  would  be  to  make  him  no 
lefs  than  count.  Whereupon  the  haughty 
general  leaped  up  in  a paflion,  and  difpof- 
ed  himfelf  to  a rebellion,  marching  with  his 
followers  two  days  journey  off  from  the  ci- 
ty. His  three  brothers  polled  away  im- 
mediately to  his  government,  which  was  a 
country  given  him  by  the  count,  in  grati- 
tude for  having  fupprefled  a dangerous  re- 
bel, who  called  himfelf  duke  of  Bamba  of 
Sogn'o.  Hither  he  was  foon  after  to  follow, 
but  was  happily  prevented  by  our  inter- 
pofing •,  for  had  he  gone,  the  confequence 
might  have  been  no  fmall  prejudice  to  the 
count.  The  arms  and  ammunition  he  car- 
ried along  with  him  were  feveral  fmall 
field-pieces,  three  hundred  mufleets,  thirty 
barrels  of  powder,  a great  number  of  bows, 
arrows,  and  the  like,  with  great  quantities 
of  provifions.  The  manner  of  our  inter- 
pofing  was  this.  On  All-Saints  day,  after 
the  firft  mafs,  the  count  came  to  me  with 
concern  in  his  countenance,  and  told  me  ^ 
what  a rebellion  was  raifed  againft  him.  I 
anfwered,  that  as  foon  as  I oblerved  the  firft 
motions  amongft  the  people,  I leapt  forth  of 
my  cell,  and  went  to  enquire  what  was  the 
matter.  I was  acquainted  that  the  Barretti 
(fo  the  family  of  thefe  rebels  was  called) 
were  got  together  to  divert  themfelves.  To 
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Merolla  which  I reply’d,  that  their  exercife  did  not 
at  all  feem  to  me  to  be  tending  that  way 
but  I rather  fuppofed  it  to  beoccafioned  by 
fome  contentions  among  them.  Having 
then  the  chalice  in  my  hand  to  fay  the  fe- 
cond  mafs,  and  being  fomewhat  miftruft- 
ful  that  this  might  arife  from  the  captain- 
general’s  influence,  I caufed  it  to  be  enquir- 
ed into  when  he  had  been  at  church,  and 
was  informed  that  he  was  prefent  at  the 
firft  mafs.  Now  if  this  had  been  true,  I 
had  foon  prevented  all  future  mifcarri- 
ages;  but  being  impos’d  upon,  I could 
not.  I then  offered  the  count  to  do  what 
in  me  lay  to  quiet  the  difturbance,  and 
promis’d  to  go  find  out  the  captain-general 
for  that  purpofe.  Hereupon  my  net  was 
fpeedily  got  ready,  and  I fet  forth,  but 
had  not  gone  above  three  or  four  miles 
before  I was  ftopt  by  a guard  of  foldiers, 
who  told  me  I fhould  go  no  farther.  This 
caus’d  me  to  come  out  of  the  net  to  know 
the  reafon,  thinking  when  they  faw  me 
they  would  let  me  pals ; but  I found  it  quite 
otherwife.  I alked  their  commander  if  he 
knew  me?  He  anfwered,  This  pojl  was  af- 
figned  me  to  let  no  body  pafs  whatfoever , and 
your  reverence  never  yet  baptized  me , nor  have 
I confefs’d  to  you.  Then  I went  to  go  on, 
but  this  captain  fell  down  on  his  knees,  and 
hindered  me.  I believed  pofitively  that 
this  was  an  a<5t  of  humiliation  and  fubmifli- 
on,  it  being  the  Blacks  cuftom  always  to 
fpeak  upon  their  knees  to  the  priefts  and 
their  lords : But  fee  how  I was  miftaken  •, 
for  as  I offered  to  go  forward,  he  clapped 
the  but-end  of  his  mulket  to  his  Ihoulder, 
and  was  about  to  fire  at  me,  which  I per- 
ceiving, retired,  and  giving  a fmall  cruci- 
fix to  one  of  his  foldiers,  bad  him  to  carry 
it  to  the  captain-general,  as  a token  that  I 
was  coming  to  fpeak  with  him.  In  the 
mean  time  I took  to  another  road,  which 
altho’  it  was  three  miles  about,  yet  by  the 
grace  of  God  I got  to  Chitombo  before  mid- 
night. In  our  way  we  pafs’d  thro’  feveral 
villages,  whofe  inhabitants  were  all  fled  to 
the  fea-lhore ; therefore  not  finding  any 
body  to  relieve  my  poor  net-men,  as  they 
expefted,  they  were  forced  to  carry  me 
patiently,  without  refting  a minute,  for 
fear  of  lofing  time.  Manichitombo  fent 
me  word  that  he  would  have  me  come  on 
no  forwarder,  left  I fhould  lofe  my  way 
in  a huge  wood,  which  I fnuft  necefiarily 
pafs  thro’,  and  which  I might  very  well 
do  in  the  night-time : and  moreover  that 
if  I continued  at  Chitombo , he  would  come 
and  wait  on  me  there.  My  anfwer  was, 
that  if  he  had  a mind  to  fhew  himfelf  an 
obedient  fpiritual  fon  to  me,  he  fhould 
continue  where  I was  till  I had  known  the 
count’s  farther  pleafure  in  the  matter;  and 
I withal  requefted  of  him,  that  the  letters 


I fhould  fend  for  that  purpofe  might  not 
be  intercepted  by  any  of  his  fa&ion;  and 
to  the  end  they  might  be  able  to  diftinguifli 
which  they  v/ere,  I let  him  know  that  I 
would  order  them  to  be  carried  aloft  up- 
on a pole.  Whilft  I was  in  expedition  of 
an  anfwer  from  the  count,  Manichitombo’ & 
brother  and  fecretary  fent  me  my  crucifix' 
again,  and  withal  gave  me  to  underftand 
that  his  brother  would  not  have  me  by  any 
means  to  give  my  felf  the  trouble  to  come 
to  him,  for  that  he  would  comply  with 
me  in  all  I defired  and  came  about ; and 
therefore  begged  of  me  to  pray  for  him  and 
his  friends.  Having  this  anfwer  from  the 
captain-general,  I thought  it  to  no  pur- 
pofe to  ftay  any  longer  in  Chitombo ; and 
therefore  immediately  fet  out  for  Sogno 
again,  and  arrived  there  about  midnight. 
Next  morning  I ordered  my  interpreter  to 
go  and  acquaint  the  count  what  I had  done* 
but  tho’  he  feemed  to  comply  with  my 
commands,  yet  did  he  not  neverthelefs 
obey  them,  fearing  to  fall  under  difgrace 
thereby : for  it  is  common  among  the 

Blacks  to  fufpedt  what  the  interpreters  tell 
them,  if  there  be  not  a prieft  by  to  con- 
firm it,  and  fometimes  fuch  meffengers 
have  been  taken  and  punifhed  barely  up- 
on fufpicion.  When  I came  to  underftand 
this,  I went  to  the  count  my  felf,  and  hav- 
ing informed  him  of  all  that  happened,  he 
feemed  in  fome  meafure  to  be  pacified  ; 
however  defired  to  be  fatisfied  in  two  quef- 
tions : The  firft  was,  why  I had  not  ex- 
communicated the  captain  for  having  fo 
impudently  fet  up  his  ftandard  againff  his 
fovereign  ? And  the  fecond  was,  that  he 
defired  to  know  from  me  what  punifhment 
fo  great  an  offender  deferved?  As  to  the 
firft  I anfwered,  That  I could  not  have  ex- 
communicated him  for  two  reafons:  Firft, 
becaufe  he  had  not  rebelled  againft  the 
church  •,  and  fecondly,  in  that  he  compli- 
ed with  my  demands,  which  I prefumed 
were  for  his  excellency’s  benefit.  As  to 
the  count’s  fecond  queftion,  I plainly  per- 
ceived that  it  was  both  defigning  and  poli- 
tick : for  could  he  have  procured  me  to 
declare  the  captain-general  a rebel,  he 
would  have  foon  had  him  caught,  and 
ftruck  off  his  head.  But  I thank  God,  be- 
ing aware  of  his  intentions,  I prudently 
avoided  them,  telling  his  excellency  in  a 
jefting  way,  that  I would  fend  the  little 
boy  (a  youth  that  had  been  brought  up  in 
our  convent,  -and  whom  the  count  dearly 
loved)  to  fatisfy  him  in  that  queftion.  This 
caus’d  all  the  ftanders-by  to  laugh,  and  I 
my  felf  was  not  a little  pleafed  that  I had 
avoided  anfwering  to  fo  enfnaring  a de- 
mand. The  third  or  fourth  day  after,  the 
governor  of  Chioua , the  count’s  eldeft  fon, 
appeared  with  a powerful  army  which  he 
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had  raifed  to  defend  his  father.  This  per- 
fon  at  his  firft  coming  was  indeed  extreme- 
ly courteous  and  humble  j but  he  after- 
wards foon  became  proud  and  haughty* 
How  much  pains  we  took  to  reconcile  thefe 
two  difagreeing  parties,  need  not  be  ex- 
preft.  In  a word,  we  happily  compofed 
the  difTenfions  between  them,  and  we 
thought  the  captain-general  had  agreed  to 
appear  only  with  his  three  brothers.  But 
wherever  the  miftake  was,  he  came  at  the 
time  appointed  attended  by  his  whole  army, 
which  having  drawn  up  before  our  church, 
in  fight  of  that  of  the  mani  of  Chioua , he 
waited  for  the  count’s  coming  to  give  him 
a remiflion  of  his  crime.  I fixed  my  eyes 
upon  the  multitude,  and  could  not  imagine 
what  the  event  of  this  interview  would  be. 

I told  the  count’s  fecond  fon,  that  was  then 
in  our  convent,  that  in  my  opinion  it 
was  not  at  all  proper  for  his  father  to 
appear  in  any  pafiion  at  this  jundlure. 
He  anfwered,  that  the  way  to  meet  one 
that  came  to  afk  pardon  after  this  manner, 
was  to  come  with  bullet  in  mouth,  and 
the  mufquet  ready  to  receive  it.  Not  fo 
fafi , fir,  quoth  I,  -perhaps  I may  find  a re- 
medy. Then  I went  and  fpoke  to  the  cap- 
tain-general’s fecretary,  who  of  all  his 
brothers  was  the  wifeft  and  moft  prudent. 
I told  him  my  fentiments  concerning  the 
hoftile  appearance  of  fo  great  a number 
of  men,  and  his  anfwer  was,  that  they 
Ihould  be  all  fent  home  to  their  houfes, 
which  was  the  fame  day  performed.  Of 
all  this  I immediately  informed  the  count, 
and  he  appointed  the  four  brothers  to 
appear  before  him  next  morning,  with- 
out any  attendants.  They  accordingly 
came,  and  three  leathern  chairs  being  fet 
out  before  our  church,  one  for  the  count, 
another  for  me,  and  a third  for  the  cap- 
tain-general, the  count  after  his  wonted 
humble  manner  took  the  left  hand.  After 
a little  while  the  captain-general  making 
three  low  bows  to  the  count,  humbly  ac- 
knowledged his  offence,  and  received  par- 
don. When  this  was  done,  the  count 
ifarted  up,  and  nodding  his  head  with  a 
fierce  countenance,  to  fhew  he  was  not  al- 
together pleafed  with  what  had  pafied, 
and  turning  towards  me  faid.  Is  there  any 
thing  more , father , that  you  defire  of  me? 
Are  you  fatisfied?  Are  you  contented?  Which 
having  fpoke,  he  in  a kind  of  pafiion  left 
us.  Happy  was  it  for  thefe  four  that  I 
had  interpofed  ; for  otherwife  they  would 
not  have  recovered  their  former  polls,  as 
they  did.  Nor  was  it  a matter  of  fmall 
labour  to  get  the  captain,  the  fecretary, 
and  the  other  lieutenants  reftored.  Yet  I 
obferved  with  admiration  that  the  count 
laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  put  feve- 
ral  mani's  from  their  governments,  who 
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depended  on  the  captain-general,  and  a-MERou.* 
mong  the  reft,  thofe  that  had  commands 
neareft  his  banza,  putting' into  their  places 
fuch  as  he  moft  confided  in,  retrenching  by 
degrees  his  exorbitant  power : And  thus 
the  general  was  humbled,  his  maker  fa- 
tisfied, and  the  people  quieted. 

Having  given  an  account  of  this  rebel-  Rebellion 
lion  of  a nephew  againfl  his  uncle,  I will  °f  af:n  . 
conclude  this  firft  part  with  that  of  a 
againfl  his  father  a Portuguefe , and  the7* 
dreadful  punifhment  God  inflicted  upon 
him  for  his  difrefpedt  to  his  parents:  A 
pafiage  no  lefs  dreadful  than  memorable, 
and  which  may  ferve  for  a warning  to  un- 
ruly perfons  to  be  more  refpeftful  to  thofe 
nature  and  the  law  of  God  have  placed 
over  them.  Some  few  days  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  fathers  miflioners,  F.  F.  An- 
drew da  Pavia , and  F.  Angelo  Francifco  of 
Milan , at  the  million  of  Segno,  as  fhall 
appear  hereafter,  a run-away  foldier  em- 
barked at  Loanda  for  this  place  aboard  a 
Butch  fhip,  in  order  to  pafs  into  the  king- 
dom of  Loango , and  thence  into  Europe. 

He,  tho’  he  arrived  at  Sogno,  fucceeded 
not  in  his  defigns,  as  he  projected ; for 
being  often  rejefted  by  the  Dutch,  he  was  left 
forfaken  upon  that  point  of  the  river  call’d 
el  Padron,  the  landing  place  of  the  afore- 
faid  earldom.  This  place  being  on  one 
fide  hemm’d  in  by  the  river,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  waves  of  the  vaft  ocean,  and 
the  land  being  covered  with  a thick  wood 
of  mango  trees,  he  durft  not  ftir  one  ftep 
in  that  intricate  labyrinth.  He  often  de- 
fired  the  heathen  fifhers  reforting  thither 
from  the  kingdom  of  Angoij,  and  the  Sog- 
nefe  Chriftians  to  carry  him  into  their  coun- 
tries •,  but  both  of  them  excufed  them- 
felves,  alledging  they  could  not  do  it  with- 
out their  mailer’s  leave.  He  having  no- 
thing but  his  fword,  thought  to  prevail 
by  force,  which  they  perceiving,  forfook 
the  place,  for  fear  of  embroiling  themfelves 
with  the  Portuguefes , and  to  fhun  him  that 
took  their  fifh  away,  and  abufed  them. 

The  wretch  being  in  this  condition,  fur- 
rounded  with  misfortunes,  faw  the  two 
aforementioned  fathers  coming  from  An- 
gola, and  conceived  hopes  they  would  re- 
lieve and  conduct  him  to  their  houfe,  hun- 
ger prefling  him.  Coming  out  to  meet 
them,  and  perceiving  they  did  not  fo  much 
as  look  at  him,  but  went  away  without 
fpeaking  a word,  he  cried  out.  Fathers,  I 
fly  to  your  compafiion,  and  defire  to  be 
received  by  you.  We  cannot,  replied  they, 
banifh  that  charity  from  our  hearts  which 
is  due  to  all  men  like  our  felves;  but 
God  forbid  that  at  our  firft  appearance 
among  thefe  new  converted  chriftian  Blacks , 
we  Ihould  introduce  with  us  the  example 
of  a moft  enormous  wicked  adtion  com- 
mitted 
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mitted  by  a white  Chriftian  as  you  are. 
Thus  they  left  him  forfaken  in  that  place. 
The  cafe  was  thus : This  wretch  had  given 
a full  loofe  to  all  his  lewd  inclinations, 
and  being  often  reprimanded  by  his  father, 
he  never  took  the  leaft  notice.  On  the 
contrary,  to  remove  all  obftacles  that  hun- 
dred his  proceeding  in  his  wicked  courfes, 
he  refolved  to  deftroy  him  of  whom  he 
had  received  his  being.  Accordingly  he 
inhumanly  fired  a piftol  at  his  father, 
the  bullet  whereof  hitting  him  on  the 
forehead  without  any  hurt,  rebounded 
back  upon  the  fon,  and  wounded  him 
forely,  who  as  he  was,  took  fandtuary  in  a 
church ; but  fearing  the  punifhment  he  de- 
ferved,  endeavour’d  to  make  his  efcape 
with  the  Hollanders , as  has  been  faid. 
The  rnoft  remarkable  thing  in  this  curfed 
adtion  was,  that  the  ableft  furgeons  could 
never  heal  his  wound,  the  flefh  ever  re- 
maining raw,  as  a brand  on  his  forehead 
for  fo  barbarous  an  action,  and  an  example 
to  all  others  to  dread  committing  the  like 
inhumanity.  As  I was  going  by  the  water 
to  the  kingdom  of  Angoij , I faw  him  walk- 
ing with  his  fword  in  his  hand  inftead  of  a 
ftaff;  and  he  called  to  the  feamen,  who 
were  his  countrymen,  but  durft  not  come 
near  becaufe  the  governor  of  Angola  would 
have  punilhed  them  feverely,  had  they  pre- 


fumed to  tranfport  a run-away  foldier. 

To  the  former  I will  add  one  pa  fill  ge  III  liver 
more,  well  known  to  all  this  earldom,  P'uniPe^ 
where  the  witnefles  to  it  are  ffill  living  ; 
it  was  thus:  A certain  Chrifiiafi  being  often 
admonifhed  by  one  of  our  miffioners  to 
leave  his  wicked  Courfe  of  life,  he  was  i b 
far  from  it,  that  running  on  in  his  lewd 
courfes,  he  fcoffed  at  him.  This  man  be- 
ing one  day  to  pafs  a river  with  two  com- 
panions, he  was  vifibly  taken  up  by  an  in- 
vifible  hand  into  the  air.  One  of  his  com- 
panions going  to  take  hold  of  him  by  the 
feet,  had  fuch  a cuff  given  him,  that  he 
fell  down  in  the  boat,  and  the  offender  was 
feen  no  more,  the  two  companions  being 
left  to  proclaim  what  had  happened  all  the 
country  about. 

But  fince  I have  fpoke  of  a fon  that  was  Monjlms 
fo  ill  a liver,  I will  conclude  with  other  birth% 
children  born  in  this  black  Ethiopia , to  the 
aftonilhment  of  thofe  that  beheld  and  gave 
an  account  of  them.  One  of  thefe  came 
from  his  mother’s  womb  with  a beard  and 
all  his  teeth  ; perhaps  to  fliew  he  was  bom 
into  the  world  grown  old  in  vice.  A white 
and  a black  child  were  alfo  born  at  one 
birth  ; and  a black  woman  brought  forth 
a child  quite  white.  Thus  I conclude  this 
firft  part  with  three  wonderful  births. 


'•OX 
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ETHIOPIA , fo  called  either  from 
Ethiops  the  fon  of  Vulcan,  or  from 
the  Greek  word  aitho,  I burn  ; ac- 
cording to  Pliny’s  opinion,  who 
expreffes  it  thus,  Nam  folis  vicinitate  ejus 
regionis  incolce  torrentur,  Ap.  dill  ion.  7 Lin- 
gu.  and  which  either  by  means  of  its  fcorch- 
ing  fands,  the  nature  of  the  climate,  the 
odnefs  of  the  food,  and  variety  of  the  dai- 
ly diet,  produces  nothing  but  blacknefs 
among  its  own  native  inhabitants,  may 
with  good  reafon  be  termed  the  dark  and 
difmal  tomb  of  Europeans,  and  the  fatal 
grave  of  white  people.  The  blacknefs  of 
thefe  footy  nations,  fome  will  have  to  be 
caus’d  by  the  climate,  or  nearnefs  to  the 
fun ; but  others,  with  more  reafon,  derive 
it  from  their  original,  family  and  defeent : 
for  Sevil  being  in  about  38  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  produces  white  people.  Near  the 
river  of  Plate,  in  the  the  fame  latitude 
fouthward,  the  men  are  of  a chefnut,  and 
rufty  iron  colour;  and  near  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope,  which  tho’  more  eallward,  is 
in  the  fame  latitude,  the  natives  are  quite 
black  as  pitch.  And  therefore  with  Cardan 
we  may  fay,  the  blacknefs  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  temper  of  the  climate,  but 
from  the  race.  Ut  videantur  Jlirpe  potius 
quam  aeris  natura  tales  evadere.  Card.  lib.  II. 
de  variet.  c.  IV.  Which  the  poet  confirms 
thus. 

Sanguine  turn  credunt  in  corpora  fumma 
vocato , 

./Ethiopum  populos  nigrum  traxiffe  colo- 
rem.  Ovid.  lib.  II.  Met.  v.  235. 

S.  Iftdorus  quoted  by  the  moft  illuftrious 
and  moft  learned  monfignieur  Paolo  Arefi 
in  his  ejfays,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Ethio- 
pians are  defeended  from  Chujh  the  fon  of 
Ham,  curs’d  by  Noah  for  his  unbecoming 
curiofity  in  looking  upon  his  father’s  nak- 
ednefs.  Certiffmum  eft  originem  ingrediri 
non  a regione,  ut  hallenus  exiftimatum  eft  ob 
folis  ardores,  fed  a ftirpe  & fanguine  Chus 
provenire. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  my  million,  I fell 
fick  of  a violent  fever  in  ^Ethiopia,  info- 
much  that  I found  my  ftrength  to  fail  me 
fo  fait,  that  I thought  it  but  prudence  to 
VOL.  I. 


prepare  for  my  laft  million  into  another  Me  roll  a. 
world.  The  remedy  we  Europeans  make  t/YV 
ufe  of  here  upon  thefe  occafions,  is,  to  let 
almoft  all  our  blood  out  of  our  veins,  and 
to  replenilh  them  with  fuch  as  the  food  of 
the  country  produces,  which  being  more 
connatural  to  the  climate,  agrees  belt 
with  us.  And  if  it  pleafes  God  to  fpare 
life,  it  is  no  lefs  painful,  or  requires  any 
fhorter  time  to  recover  ; for  days  and 
months  pafs  away  in  accultoming  the  body 
to  the  unufual  food,  but  it  is  the  work  of 
two  or  three  years,  with  continual  care 
and  application,  to  re-eftablilh  health.  If 
the  probability  of  this  be  queftioned,  I 
appeal  for  confirmation  of  it  to  father  Ca - 
vazzi  da  Montecuccolo  in  his  hiftorical  deferip- 
tions  before-mentioned,  where  he  fpeaks  of 
it  in  many  places,  viz.  in  his  firll  book, 
pag.  146.  in  his  third,  pag.  300,  (Ac. 

If  the  torments  this  fever  occafioned  my 
body  were  fo  grievous,  much  more  muft 
they  needs  be  to  my  foul,  fince  I had  only 
the  poor  lay-brother  Leonard  to  adminifter 
the  facraments  to  me : who  neverthelefs  in 
temporals  was  as  ferviceable  as  I could  ex- 
pert or  wilh,  but  in  fpirituals  could  only 
fprinkle  me  now  and  then  with  holy-water, 
and  call  fometimes  for  me  on  the  names  of 
Jefus  and  Mary. 

Whilft  I was  thus  labouring  under  an 
uncertainty,  whether  I fhould  live  or  die, 
an  envoy  was  introduced  to  me  from  the 
king  of  Cacongo,  who  writ  me  word,  that 
both  he  and  his  whole  kingdom  were  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  our  holy  faith,  and  there- 
fore defired  I would  make  what  hafte  I 
could  to  him  to  have  thofe  good  intentions 
accomplifh’d.  At  that  time  I was  ignorant 
that  the  count  of  Sogno  had  married  his 
filler  to  this  king,  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  embrace  the  chriftian  communion, 
but  which  not  long  after  I was  acquainted 
with  by  the  faid  count  himfelf.  This  good 
news  I muft  own  was  no  fmall  relief  to  my 
malady,  though  it  did  nor  abfolutely  re- 
cover me.  I therefore  entreated  his  excel- 
lency, the  count,  that  he  would  pleafe  to 
fupply  the  want  of  ability  in  me,  and  give 
the  envoy  an  anfwer  which  might  demon- 
ftrate  my  graticude,  and  great  obligations 
to  his  mailer  for  his  propofal. 
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Me  roll  a This  king  fent  afterwards  to  our  count 
to  offer  him  the  ifland  of  Zariacacongo, 
which  being  neareft  to  his  dominions, 
might  be  better  governed  by  him,  and 
continued  in  the  chriftian  religion  when 
once  planted  there.  With  the  meffenger 
that  brought  this  offer,  I difpatch’d  an- 
other to  the  king,  to  let  him  know  that 
for  the  prefen t I was  extremely  ill ; and 
befides  that  there  was  no  other  miffioner 
throughout  the  count’s  dominions  befides 
my  felf,  but  that  if  God  in  his  infinite 
mercy  fhould  pleafe  to  fpare  my  life,  I 
would  take  fuch  care  that  he  fhould  be 
ferv’d  in  his  requeft,  either  by  me  or  fome 
other.  I defired  his  majefty  moreover  to 
order  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  that  when- 
ever any  of  my  interpreters  fhould  come 
there,  to  fet  up  a crofs  as  an  original  fign 
of  Chriftianity,  he  would  permit  them  to 
do  it  without  moleftation.  I likewife  beg- 
ged of  his  majefty  to  affign  me  fome  place 
in  his  dominions  for  a church  to  be  built. 
All  I had  fo  defired,  was  punctually  grant- 
ed not  long  after  by  this  good  king,  who 
teftified  a more  than  ordinary  inclination 
to  fee  me  ; but  which  my  weaknefs,  occa- 
fioned  thro’  the  great  lois  of  blood  I had 
undergone,  hinder’d  me  from  obeying  him 
in.  One  of  our  fathers  being  come  to  me, 
fet  forward  immediately  to  forward  fo  good 
a work,  as  the  converfion  of  a whole  king- 
dom •,  who  coming  to  Bomancoij , a city  on 
the  other  fide  the  river  Zaire , and  metro- 
polis of  the  kingdom  of  Angoij , heard  that 
the  king  was  dead,  and  a new  one  eleCted. 
This  caufed  him  immediately  to  return 
homewards,  employing  himfelf  by  the  way 
in  other  millions  among  the  iflands  belong- 
ing to  Sogno : he  thought  it  not  amifs  to 
touch  at  the  ifland  of  Zariacacogno , to  pry 
into  the  difpofitions  of  that  people  and 
finding  a crofs  ereCted  amongft  them,  he 
took  thence  an  occafion  toafkthem,  If  they 
defired  to  he  Chrifiians  ? The  governors  an- 
fwer’d,  That  they  could  not  receive  any  new 
law  without  leave  from  the  prefent  king 
which  if  he  would  grant , they  were  moft  ready 
to  embrace  it.  There  were  not  wanting 
fome  among  them  that  faid  fcoffingly, 
When  we  are  fick,  forfooth , the  wood  of  this 
crofs  will  recover  us!  This  they  fpoke,  I 
fuppofe,  by  the  inftigation  of  the  wizards, 
who  knew  well  enough  that  the  chriflian 
religion  fhould  be  no  fooner  eftablifh’d 
there,  but  they  would  be  perfecuted  ; and 
therefore,  no  doubt,  thought  it  advifable 
to  oppofe  it.  The  father  having  done  all 
he  could  to  pleafe  them,  and  finding  his 
endeavours  ineffectual,  left  them  till  a more 
favourable  opportunity  offered  it  felf.  The 
count  finding  thefe  iflanders  to  oppofe  the 
commands  of  their  late  king,  refolved  to 
compel  them  by  force  to  perform  them, 


and  confequently  fet  out  againfl  them 
with  an  army  for  that  purpofe  •,  and  we 
feeing  it  involved  in  troubles,  thought  fit 
to  put  off  our  going  thither  till  another 
time. 

This  ifland  is  none  of  the  fmalleff, 
and  fituate  in  the  midft  of  the  river 
Zaire.  It  abounds  with  all  forts  of  pro-  ifland.  * 
vifions,  and  great  numbers  of  inhabitants. 

It  is  plain,  railed  eight  fathom  above  the 
water,  and  is  divided  from  the  kingdom 
of  Congo  by  a river,  over  which  there  is 
a bridge. 

About  the  end  of  the  fifth  year  of  my  Arrival  of 
mimon,  arrived  at  our  convent  the  two  rioners 
Milanefe  fathers  formerly  mention’d,  viz . 
father  Andrew  da  Pavia  (who  was  appoint- 
ed fuperior  in  my  flead)  and  father  Angelo 
Francefco  da  Milano  ; together  with  a lay- 
brother,  one  Giulio  d ’ Orta.  They  brought 
along  with  them  feveral  refrefhments  from 
Europe , whereby  having  greatly  comforted 
me,  I began  to  recover  my  ftrength,  info- 
much  that  I refolved  fpeedily  to  fet  forth 
in  my  miffion,  but  knew  not  well  whither 
to  go.  If  I went  to  Chiovachianza , I was 
afraid  I fhould  not  fucceed  there,  by  rea- 
fon,  as  father  Leonard  told  me,  they  had 
not  feen  the  face  of  a priefb  for  many 
years ; and  moreover,  fince  they  had  had 
any  among  them,  they  had  been  fubdu’d, 
as  I told  you  before,  by  Simatamha.  And 
if  I went  to  the  new  king  of  Cacongoy  I 
diftrufted  my  fecurity  there,  becaufe  he 
had  never  invited  me.  At  length  it  was 
the  advice  of  all,  rather  to  repair  and  fup-> 
port  what  had  been  already  built,  than  tq 
think  of  laying  a new  foundation  in  an- 
other place,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  there 
was  no  extraordinary  underftanding  between 
the  count  of  Sogno  and  the  new  king  of 
Cacongo , altho’  the  -count  had  given  him 
his  vote  as  one  of  his  eleClors.  I was  ne- 
verthelefs  not  yet  refolved  to  go  for  Chio- 
vachianza, having  heard  what  happened 
there  to  one  of  our  order,  who  coming 
thither  from  Sogno , and  being  for  that  rea- 
fon  ill  look’d  upon,  did  little  or  no  good ; 
and  befides,  happening  to  take  a fmall 
quantity  of  talk , wherewith  that  country 
greatly  abounds,  he  was  taken  and  clap’d 
up  into  prifon,  befides  other  ill  ufage  of- 
fered him  ; and  was  at  length  releafed, 
more  out  of  covetoufnefs,  than  either 
charity  or  juftice.  Notwithftanding  this 
confideration,  I was  at  laft  prevailed  upon 
to  go : for  this  purpofe  I refolved  to  carry 
with  me  interpreters  of  the  belt  quality  I 
could  get ; and  therefore  procured,  though 
with  fome  difficulty,  the  count  don  Ste- 
phana's fon,  a perfon  extremely  beloved 
throughout  thefe  dominions,  together  with 
the  lecretary  and  his  brother,  both  nephews 
to  the  prefent  count,  and  who  have  been 

mentioned 
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mentioned  by  me  before.  Having  got  all 
things  in  readinefs  for  fo  long  and  dange- 
rous a journey,  taking  up  four  or  five  days 
at  leaft,  the  interpreters  thought  themfelves 
obliged,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  to  go  and  afk  their  lord  and  ma- 
iler’s benediction : which  he  gave  them 
with  a pleafing  countenance  ; but  never- 
thelefs  could  not  help  faying,  What,  will 
you  leave  your  •prince  to  hunt  after  bonghi  ? 
(the  money  of  that  country)  to  which  they 
readily  anfwered,  'That  they  were  going  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  not  in  fearch  after 
bonghi.  This  did  not  pafs  fo  Secretly  but 
it  came  to  my  ears,  and  which  I obferv’d 
to  have  had  that  effeCt  upon  the  before- 
mentioned  perfons,  that  I refolved  to  alter 
my  refolutions,  and  inftead  of  Chiovachi- 
anza,  to  embark  for  Angoij , and  thence  to 
go  to  C a Congo. 

J new  If  it  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  go  to 
tnijjioner  Chiovachianza  my  felf,  give  me  leave  to 
pent  out.  tejj  yQU  wj_io  We  had  a certain  na-  . 

tive  of  Sogno , whom  we  had  bred  up  in  our 
convent  from  a youth.  This  perfon  being 
very  virtuous,  and  of  a more  than  ordi- 
nary capacity,  our  friars  caufed  him  to  be 
made  a prieft  for  the  benefit  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  to  the  end  that  being  naturally  more 
proper  to  bear  fatigue  and  labour  than 
they,  he  might  be  fent  out  on  a million 
where  they  could  not  go.  Him  we  forth- 
with difpatch’d  to  the  above-mention’d 
country,  where  in  a few  days  he  baptifed 
above  five  thoufand  children.  Having  re- 
main’d there  for  fome  time,  and  work’d 
like  a faithful  labourer  in  his  Lord’s  vine- 
yard, at  the  requeft  of  our  fathers,  he  ob- 
tain’d a canonlhip  in  the  bilhoprick  of  Lo - 
anda  in  the  kingdom  of  Angola , where  he 
now  refides,  with  a great  deal  of  honour 
due  to  his  behaviour  and  character. 
fheauthor  J went  to  wait  on  the  count  to  take 
'vLwife  ^eave  him,  telling  him,  That  I had  in 
' fome  meafure  been  hinder’d  from  making  my 
miffion  by  land , and  therefore  I was  refolved 
to  perform  it  fpeedily  by  fea.  His  anfwer 
was  little  to  the  purpofe,  which  neverthe- 
lefs  favour’d  more  of  craft  than  any  thing 
elle.  He  told  me,  That  fnce  my  departure 
was  fo  fudden , he  could  only  furnijh  me  with 
a brace  of  goats , and  fome  pulfe. 

I embark’d,  and  the  firft  port  I touch’d 
at  was  Capinda  in  the  kingdom  of  Angoij , 
where  the  Portuguefes  trade  all  the  year,  as 
do  the  Dutch.  I was  no  fooner  landed, 
but  I fet  about  my  fpiritual  employment ; 
yet  whatever  pains  I took,  and  however  I 
inculcated  the  truth,  I could  gain  over  but 
one  Angle  perfon,  whom  I baptifed.  I 
confeffed  feveral  Chriftians  that  came  thi- 
ther about  bufinefs,  together  with  fome 
Flemifh  catholicks  that  lived  there.  I con- 
tinued aihore  all  the  day  to  fay  mafs ; at 
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which  affilted  not  only  the  Roman< atho-  Meroli.a 
licks,  but  the  pagans,  efpecially  the  wo-'^^ 
men  of  thefe  lalt,  who  were  fo  well  pleas’d 
with  the  picture  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  that 
they  clapp’d  their  hands  after  their  manner 
of  devotion,  and  cried  out  in  their  lan- 
guage , Eguandl  Ziambiabungk  magottly 
bench i,  benchi ! that  is,  This  is  the  mother 
of  God,  O how  beautiful  Jhe  is!  Which 
faid,  they  all  fell  on  their  knees  and  wor- 
shipped her.  This  aCt  of  tendernefs  fo 
wrought  upon  me,  that  it  quickly  brought 
tears  of  joy  into  my  eyes,  to  fee  fo  much 
devotion  and  acknowledgment  in  fo  igno- 
rant a people. 

Angoij  is  a kingdom  rather  in  name  KinZ  °f 
than  in  dominions,  being  but  a very  finall  An2°'i* 
territory.  Here  formerly  a certain  mani 
happening  to  marry  a Mulatta , daughter  to 
a very  rich  Portuguefe , his  father-in-law 
would  needs  make  him  king  of  Angoij  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  caufed  him  to  rebel 
againft  the  king  of  Cacongo  his  lawful  fo- 
vereign.  The  manner  in  Ihort  thus : the 
king  of  Congo  having  fent  a governor,  or 
viceroy,  to  govern  the  kingdom  of  Lo~ 
ango  •,  that  perfon  being  rather  ambitious 
to  reign  absolutely,  than  rule  under  an- 
other, got  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  king 
of  all  that  country ; and  moreover,  took 
in  fo  much  more  land  belonging  to  his  ma- 
iler, that  his  dominions  are  at  prefent  ex- 
tremely large,  and  wholly  independent  of 
Congo.  , Cacongo  lying  in  the  middle  be- 
tween Congo  and  Laongo,  that  mani  declar’d 
himfelf  neuter,  and  fet  himfelf  up  for  king 
of  Angoij , rebelling  againft  his  lawful  Sove- 
reign the  king  of  Cacongo. 

The  kingdom  of  Loango  lies  in  five  de-  Kingdom 
grees  and  a half  of  South  latitude.  The  °f  koan- 
chriftian  religion  was  firft  planted  there  in  §Q' 
the  year  1663,  by  the  labour  and  diligence 
of  one  father  Ungaro  a friar  of  our  order. 

This  pious  father  had  run  through  divers 
countries  and  kingdoms,  when  at  laft  com- 
ing to  Sogno,  and  lodging  in  our  convent, 
a Portuguefe  traveller  happening  to  come 
that  way,  was  very  courteoufly  received 
and  relieved  by  him  , infomuch  that  in  a 
little  while  they  had  contracted  a great 
friendship  together.  After  fome  time  the 
Portuguefe  went  his  way,  and  coming  to 
Loango , related  to  that  king  the  great  in- 
tegrity and  honefty  he  had  found  in  this 
Capuchin  miflioner.  The  king  giving  cre- 
dit to  what  he  told  him,  was  ealily  induc’d 
to  fend  two  of  his  younger  fons  to  Sogno , ^ 

to  be  inftruCted  by  this  perfon  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  chriftian  religion  ; which, 
after  they  had  well  been , and  baptifed, 
they  were  fent  back  to  the  king  their  fa- 
ther. 

Thefe  princes  confirming  the  character 
the  Portuguefe  had  given  of  Bernardino  Un- 
garo, 
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Merolla  gar  a , the  king  had  a great  defire  to  fee 
To  good  a man,  and  keep  him  always  with 
him  and  therefore  wrote  forthwith  to  the 
governor  of  Angola  to  fend  him  to  him. 
This  governor  having  obtain’d  leave  of  the 
then  fuperior,  father  John  Maria  da  Pavia, 
difpatched  him  accordingly  to Loango,  with- 
out any  manner  of  delay : Where  arriving 
foon  after,  and  having  inftrufted  the  king 
and  queen  for  lome  few  days,  he  proceeded 
to  baptize  them  both,  and  then  to  marry 
them  after  the  manner  of  our  church.  His 
next  bufinefs  was  to  baptize  the  king’s  eU 
deft  fon , and  after  him  fucceflively  the 
whole  court,  which  confifted  of  above 
three  hundred  perfons.  In  a word,  with- 
in the  fpace  of  a year  that  he  lived  there, 
he  had  baptifed  upwards  of  twelve  thou- 
fand  people.  At  laft  this  zealous  miflioner 
finding  himfelf  opprefifed  with  a grievous 
indifpofition,  and  believing  that  he  fhould 
not  live  long,  fent  for  our  lay-brother  Leo- 
nard ; who  coming  not  long  after  to  him, 
the  pious  father  died  the  fame  morning  he 
arrived,  well  provided,  as  we  may  imagine, 
of  merits  for  another  world.  The  good 
king  hearing  this,  and  being  defirous  to 
keep  up  what  he  had  fo  happily  begun, 
fent  brother  Leonard  to  the  aforefaid  fupe- 
rior to  acquaint  him  with  Ungaro's  death, 
and  to  defire  of  him  to  fend  him  fpeedily 
another  miflioner ; but  however,  thefe  his 
good  intentions  were  afterwards  difappoint- 
ed  by  a rebellion  raifed  againft  him  by  a 
kinfman,  who  being  ambitious  of  his  crown, 
and  having  been  aflifted  by  fome  apoftate 
catholicks , deprived  the  good  king  of  his 
life.  This  king’s  extraordinary  zeal  for 
propagating  of  the  chriftian  religion,  ap- 
pears, in  that  he  has  been  often  heard  to 
fay,  that  he  would  Jhed  his  dearejl  blood  in 
the  defence  of  it. 

The  tyrant  and  ufurper  that  difpofTefiTed 
him,  lived  not  long  after  to  enjoy  his  ill- 
gotten  throne,  but  was  fnatch’d  away  from 
it  by  a fudden  death.  This  wicked  perfon 
being  dead,  another  Chriftian  king  arofe, 
who  tho’  he  did  all  he  could,  by  the  help 
of  one  Capuchin , to  promote  what  had 
been  begun  by  father  Ungaro , yet  was  he 
not  able  to  bring  his  intentions  about,  and 
that  for  want  of  more  miftioners ; where- 
fore this  kingdom  remains  at  prefent,  as 
formerly,  buried  in  idolatry.  In  my  time 
were  feveral  attempts  made  to  recover  our 
intercft  there,  though  tonopurpofe;  yet 
there  is  now  a greater  probability  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  it  than  ever,  the  prefent  king 
having  prohibited  the  hereticks  to  traffick 
within  his  dominions,  by  reafon  that  they 
had  fold  his  fubjedts  fire-arms,  which  he 
imagined  might  in  time  prove  prejudicial 
to  him. 

I never  heard  there  was  any  chriftian 


prince  that  reigned  in  the  kingdom  of  An- 
goij , that  country  having  been  always  inha- 
bited by  a fort  of  people  extremely  given 
to  forceryand  magick,  and  who  have  like- 
wife  ever  been  profefled  enemies  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Sogno  and  Cacongo.  Before  I left 
thofe  countries,  thofe  miftioners  I had  left 
behind  me  in  Sogno , writ  me  word  that  the 
count  had  declared  war  againft  Angoij  •,  and 
having  conquered  that  king,  had  taken  all 
his  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition  from  him, 
vowing  withal  never  to  fuffer  any  perfon 
to  enjoy  any  office  or  dignity  in  that  king- 
dom, unlefs  he  were  a Chriftian.  This  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  faying  of  the  Chriftian 
poet  Claudian , 

Afperius  nihil  ejl  humili  cum  furgit  in  altum . 

In  Eutrop.  lib.  I.  v.  181. 

And  I believe  the  chiefeft  motive  of  the 
king  of  Cacongo' sfeeking  the  count’s  friend- 
fhip,  was  to  have  the  people  of  Angoij 
kept  under,  he  being  a kind  of  check  upon 
them. 

Whilft  I continued  at  Capinda,  I obferv-  Manner  ef 
ed  a fort  of  fiffiing  which  I never  faw  elfe-  fifi‘nZ' 
where.  The  fiffiermen  threw  into  the  fea 
a large  net  with  weights,  which  having 
long  canes  fixed  to  it  at  equal  diftances 
from  each  other,  by  their  bobbing  down 
fhew  when  there  is  any  fiffi  taken : this  net 
has  large  meftes  only  to  detain  the  great 
filh.  It  is  made  of  thread  of  a certain 
root,  which  being  beaten,  becomes  like 
unto  our  hemp,  IVhat  our  author 

tells  for  a wonder , is  now  very  common , for 
all  draw-nets  have  corks  fix'd  a.‘  an  equal  di- 
fiance to  do  the  fame  office  that  he  afcribes  to 
the  canes. 

I faw  all  along  thefe  Ihores  oifter-fhells 
lie  in  great  numbers  •,  and  being  defirous 
to  find  thofe  with  oifters  in  them,  although 
the  Negroes  would  not  diredt  us,  we  foon 
loaded  our  boat.  We  found  them  lying 
one  upon  another  in  great  heaps,  and  re- 
fembling  a rock : it  requires  no  great 
llrength  to  loofe  them,  but  only  a little 
ffiaking. 

I had  here  an  opportunity  to  fee  the  ci-  Chet  eats 
vet-cats,  called  by  the  natives  nzime , and 
by  the  Portuguefes , gatte  d'  Angelia.  This 
country  abounds  with  them,  and  they  are 
fold  in  great  numbers  to  the  Whites.  They 
are  white  and  black,  and  of  about  the 
bignefs  and  make  of  a large  cat.  The  civet 
is  taken  from  the  male,  when  fhut  up  in  a 
cage,  by  catching  him  by  the  tail  that  he 
may  not  turn  ; and  then  fkimming  the  fweat 
off  from  his  limbs  with  a kind  of  fpoon. 

There  are  other  forts  of  wild-cats,  which 
are  called  by  the  natives  nzfusi. 

The  moft  civiliz’d  habit  here  is  a piece  Habits, 
of  cotton  thrown  over  their  Ihoulders,  and 

another 
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another  girt  about  their  loins  j which  they 
purchafe  in  exchange  for  (laves  and  ivory : 
others  content  themfelves  with  a (hort  a- 
pron,  only  to  (hew  they  are  Gentiles.  They 
wear  a little  horn  about  their  necks,  hang- 
ing like  a jewel ; and  which  they  anoint 
every  full-moon  with  an  oil  that  their  wi- 
zards give  them,  and  afterwards  bind  them 
about  with  divers  fpells.  They  wear  their 
hair  according  to  their  quality  : the  queen 
that  I faw,  had  hers  fhav’d  clofe  on  the 
crown,  and  little  tufts  left  all  round  on  the 
fxdes.  Others  have  it  left  in  a circle  like 
that  of  a monk,  and  others  have  theirs 
plaited  down  in  points  towards  their  fore- 
heads and  their  necks,  infomuch  that  if 
there  were  the  lead  ftragling  hairs,  they 
would  be  cut  away,  and  the  reft  fhaved 
clofe  to  the  head. 

Houfes.  The  houfes  for  the  mod  part  are  of 
reeds,  whereof  fome  are  built  round,  and 
others  fquare  : they  are  generally  fuch  mi- 
ferable  huts,  that  they  are  rather  fit  to  re- 
ceive infexds,  wherewith  this  country  a- 
bounds,  than  to  afford  a tolerable  habita- 
tion for  men.  The  houfe  of  the  mafucca , 
receiver  of  the  Whites , though  it  was  built 
with  the  fame  materials,  yet  was  it  never- 
thelefs  very  large  and  well-contriv’d,  hav- 
ing feveral  arch’d  rooms,  within  each  of 
which  were  two  fmall  brafs-cannons,  which, 
together  with  two  great  ones  at  the  gate, 
made  in  all  eighteen.  Thefe  cannons  they 
had  got  in  exchange  for  Negroes , ivory, 
and  the  like,  from  the  Whites.  The  king’s 
palace  feem’d  to  me  not  unlike  the  fore- 
going. What  moved  my  wonder  mod 
was,  the  governor  of  Bomangoifs  houfe, 
which  at  a didance  feem’d  to  be  a well- 
fortified  cittadel  encompaffed  with  walls, 
and  unlike  the  workmanfhip  of  the  Blacks: 
but  as  you  come  nearer,  you  find  its  walls 
to  be  only  compofed  of  large  dakes  (pali- 
fadoes)  duck  into  the  ground,  five  thick, 
and  then  raddled  up  to  the  top  with  others 
of  the  fame  bignefs  : within  there  were 
two  large  ways,  which  fubdivided  into  fe- 
veral lefifer  paths.  The  rooms  are  all  hung 
within  with  a delicate  fort  of  mats,  made 
of  Oziers  of  divers  colours.  It  feem’d  to 
me  a ridiculous  thing  neverthelefs,  that 
their  houfes  diould  be  but  of  draw,  dakes, 
and  oziers,  and  yet  defended  with  brafs 
guns. 

No  adul-  The  people  here  for  want  of  laws  to 

terh  prevent  it,  take  as  many  wives  as  they 
pleafe  ; and  die  commands  the  red  that 
bed  pleafes  her  hulband,  but  he  has  always 
a power  to  put  her  away  as  well  as  the 
red.  The  ladies  of  the  blood-royal  have 
a liberty  to  choofe  for  themfelves  what 
man  they  pleafe , whether  noble  or  a ple- 
beian ; but  woe  be  to  that  man  that  hap- 
pens to  difappoint  them  in  their  expedla- 
Vol.  I. 


tions,  for  they  have  likewife  abfolute  pow- 
er of  life  or  death.  Whild  I was  in  this 
city,  one  of  thefe  ladies  fent  a young  wo- 
man to  be  fold  to  the  Porluguefes , driftly 
commanding  her  guardian  to  let  her  go  at 
any  price,  but  not  to  difpofe  of  her  to  any 
but  Whites:  Her  crime  it  feems  was  a bare 
fufpicion  of  being  too  fimiliar  with  the 
faid  lady’s  hufband.  Thofe  women  that 
receive  drangers  into  their  houfes  are 
obliged  by  a barbarous  cudom  to  admit 
them  to  their  embraces  for  a night  or  two, 
depriving  their  hufbands  of  that  right  in 
the  mean  time.  Where  we  Capuchin  mif- 
fioners  come,  our  interpreters  immediate- 
ly give  notice,  that  no  woman  may  come 
within  our  doors. 

Thefe  people  abound  fo  in  fuperdition,  Superfti 
that  it  would  fcarce  be  believed  by  any  titn. 
but  thofe  who  faw  it;  and  to  go  about  to 
prevent  it  would  be  to  little  purpofe,  fince 
the  chief  among  them  are  fuch  as  encou- 
rage it.  I declined  feeing  the  king,  altho’ 

I had  made  him  prefents,  and  he  had  re- 
turned the  favour,  by  reafon  I had  been 
told  that  he  wore  enchanted  bracelets  on 
his  arms,  and  had  divers  other  magick 
charms  about  his  body,  refolving  at  my 
return  both  to  vifit  and  make  him  fcnfible 
if  poffible  of  the  curfed  date  he  was  in 
without  repentance.  Whild  I was  here 
I heard  feveral  proclamations  made  pub- 
lickly  by  the  wizards,  That  all  thieves  and 
robbers  Jhould  fpeedily  make  reftitution , or 
the'j  would  have  recourfe  to  their  arts  to  dif- 
cover  them.  I faw  likewife  at  a didance  an 
oath  adminidered,  which  that  it  might  be 
done  with  the  greater  efficacy,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  be  taken  in  the  prefence  of  their 
idol : this  hobgobbling  refembled  in  fome 
meafure  a mountebank’s  merri-andrew , 
having  a divers  colour’d  ved  on,  and  a red 
cap  on  its  head,  and  danding  on  a little 
table.  As  foon  as  the  company  that  dood 
round  in  a ring  faw  me  they  immediately 
difpers’d  and  hid  their  idol.  This  they  did 
not  out  of  any  fear  of  us,  by  reafon  that 
being  pagans  we  had  no  ju ril'd idtion  over 
them,  but  becaufe  (did  they)  the  prefence 
of  a pried  deprives  them  of  the  power  of 
adting.  Before  the  gates  of  their  houfes 
almod  all  have  one  of  thefe  idols,  whereof 
I have  feen  fome  five  or  fix  foot  high ; 
others  are  fmaller,  but  both  are  generally 
clouterly  carved:  they  place  them  likewife 
in  the  fields  where  they  are  never  wor-  ■* 
fhipped,  but  on  account  of  finding  out 
fome  theft,  for  which  the  thief  when  dif- 
covered  mud  die.  They  that  keep  idols 
in  their  houfes,  every  fird  day  of  the  moon 
are  obliged  to  anoint  them  with  a fort  o( 
red  wood  powder’d,  as  was  faid  above.  At 
the  appearance  of  every  new  moon,  thefe 
people  fall  on  their  knees,  or  elfe  cry  out, 
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Merolla  Handing  and  clapping  their  hands.  So  may 
V/YV  j renew  my  life  as  thou  art  renewed.  If  it 
happen  that  the  air  is  cloudy  at  that  time, 
then  they  do  nothing,  alledging  that  that 
planet  has  loil  its  virtue.  This  fort  of  de- 
votion is  obferved  moftly  by  women.  As 
I was  travelling  over  hills  and  vallies  to 
tranlport  myfelf  to  Congo , I chanced  to 
light  upon  a place  where  they  were  invok- 
ing of  evil  fpirits  ; the  place  was  a poor 
wretched  defpicable  hut  built  on  a fmall 
riling  ground : on  one  fide  hung  two  coarfe 
nafty  aprons  which  Hunk  fo  that  they  were 
enough  to  ftrike  any  one  down  that  came 
near  them.  In  the  middle  of  this  hut  was 
a wall  raifed  about  two  foot  with  mud  and 
dirt,  behind  which  Hood  the  wizard  to  pro- 
nounce his  fallacious  oracles  on  account 
of  the  prince  of  darknefs.  He  had  on  his 
head  a tuft  of  feathers  varioufly  woven, 
and  in  his  hand  two  long  knives  without 
fheaths.  Having  a mind  to  enter  this  tem- 
ple of  the  devil’s,  I perceived  a very  large 
fire  before  me,  but  neverthelefs  found  fo 
infupportable  a ftench  that  all  my  fenfes 
were  in  a manner  taken  from  me.  I re- 
folved  notwithftanding  to  proceed,  arm- 
ing myfelf  frequently  with  the  fign  of  the 
crofs,  and  recommending  my  protection  to 
the  Almighty:  Whilft  I was  endeavour- 
ing to  go  forward,  for  you  mult  imagine 
the  ftink  was  no  fmall  obftacle,  I heard  a 
great  many  of  the  poor  deluded  pagans 
come  murmuring  and  muttering  behind 
me,  exclaiming  againft  my  rude  attempt 
to  enter  their  hellifh  tabernacle.  This  pre- 
vented my  going  any  further,  fearing  I 
might  otherwife  provoke  their  blind  rage 
to  do  me  a mifchief.  But  to  return  to 
my  fubjedt. 

Invitation  When  I had  continued  fome  time  at  Ca- 
ff"1 a pnc\a,  the  mafucca  told  me  he  had  orders 
from  the  king  of  Congo , that  whenever  any 
Capuchin  friars  appeared  in  thofe  parts,  he 
Ihould  fend  them  to  him.  I anfwered, 
that  coming  from  Sogno  I knew  not  if  I 
Ihould  be  well  received  or  not.  The  ma- 
fucca replied,  I will  write  to  know  his  ma- 
jcflys  pleafure , and  I advife  your  reverence 
to  write  likewife.  I a iked  him.  How  many 
days  journey  the  king  was  off  from  thence  ? 
he  anfwered  me.  Three  by  water,  and  four 
by  land.  If  it  be  fo  (added  I)  I will  write. 
Then  I confidered  with  myfelf,  that  if  I 
did  go  I might  lofe  the  opportunity  of  the 
return  of  my  boat  from  Loango  to  tranfport 
me  further,  according  to  my  intentions, 
and  therefore  I refolved  not  to  go.  To 
this  purpofe  I writ  to  his  majefty,  humbly 
fuppofing,  that  he  was  indifferent  whether  I 
came  to  him  or  not  •,  and  therefore  having  fet 
out  from  Sogno  with  no  other  defign  but  to  go 
to  the  kingdom  of  Cacongo,  I was  preparing 
fpeedily  to  go  thither.  Coming  to  an  anchor 


not  long  after  in  a port  of  that  kingdom, 

I difpatched  a letter  to  the  king,  acquaint- 
ing him  that  I was  the  perfon  that  had  re- 
ceived fo  many  favours  from  his  predecef- 
fors,  having  been  fent  for  by  him  to  Sogno 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  that  then  being 
greatly  indifpofed  I could  not  poffibly  wait 
upon  him  according  to  his  commands.  This 
letter  was  contrived  by  me  to  be  prefented 
him  by  two  perfons,  the  one  a White , 
namely,  one  Ferdinando  Gomez  a Portuguefe , 
whom  I did  not  care  to  truft  wholly,  by 
reafon  I knew  him  to  be  covetous,  and 
therefore  fent  another  with  him  who  was  a 
Black , and  a relation  to  the  faid  king.  To 
him  I configned  a prefent  to  his  majefty, 
which  was  a cryftal  crown,  and  another  of 
blue  glafs  for  the  queen.  This  prefent  was 
fo  well  received  by  the  king,  that  as  a token 
of  his  being  pleafed  he  took  it  and  put  it 
on  his  head,  which  not  a little  furprized 
the  ftanders-by,  they  having  a law  amongft: 
them  that  prohibits  their  king  wearing  any 
thing  that  comes  from  the  Whites , which 
law  they  call  chegilla  \ his  majefty  neverthe- 
lefs difpenfed  with  this  law,  telling  the  peo- 
ple that  this  crown  had  been  fent  him  by 
his  Capuchin  father,  and  that  therefore  he 
highly  prized  it,  and  commanded  his  queen 
to  do  the  like  by  hers : he  then  ordered  my 
melfengers  to  be  treated  with  all  the  civility 
imaginable,  and  after  eight  days  ftay  dif- 
miffed  them  with  a letter  to  me,  wherein 
he  thanked  me  heartily  for  my  kind  inten- 
tions towards  him,  and  proffered  me,  that 
if  I would  come  and  fee  him  I Ihould  be 
very  honourably  received,  advifing  me  to 
bring  fome  rich  Portuguefe  merchant  along 
with  me  to  be  my  conductor,  with  fome 
confiderable  merchandizes  to  pleafe  the 
people.  This  anfwer  of  his  was  to  the  pur- 
pofe, and  had  three  ferviceable  confequen- 
ces,  firft  to  himfelf,  fecondly  to  me,  and 
thirdly  to  the  Portuguefes. 

As  to  the  nrft,  it  was  commonly  report-  Great 
ed  among  the  miftioners,  and  remained  treachery. 
frefh  in  the  memories  of  the  Negroes , that 
fome  years  fincea  certain  king  of  this  king- 
dom having  been  baptized  by  a religious 
perfon,  and  afterwards  caufing  a proclama- 
tion to  be  made,  That  within  J'uch  a time  all 
wizards  Jhould  depart  his  dominions , or  fuf- 
fer  death  for  their  ncgleht ; thefe  wicked 
wretches  incited  his  fubjedts  to  a rebellion 
againft  him,  which  at  length  increafed  to 
that  degree,  that  they  ran  like  madmen  to 
the  palace  with  weapons  in  their  hands  to 
aflault  their  prince.  The  prudent  king 
having  timely  notice  of  their  motions,  re- 
tired in  great  hafte  to  a fon’s  of  his,  who 
was  at  that  time  governor  of  an  adjoining 
territory,  thinking  he  could  be  no  where  fo 
fafe  as  under  his  protedtion,  who  was  in- 
debted to  him  for  his  being.  The  fon  fee- 
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ing  his  father  hotly  purfued  by  his  muti- 
nous fubjedts,  I know  not  whether  through 
fear  of  death,  or  out  of  policy,  foon  dif- 
covered,  and  delivered  him  up  to  their 
mercy.  What  could  the  affli&ed  father  do 
upon  this  occafion,  but  have  recourfe  to 
the  holy  crucifix  which  he  always  wore 
about  him,  and  which  had  been  given  him 
at  the  font  by  the  prieft  that  baptized  him, 
killing  it  over  and  over,  and  crying  out. 
If  I mujl  die  through  the  treachery  of  a fon , 
ought  I not  to  do  the  fa?ne  on  account  of  my 
Saviour , who  was  betrayed  and  died  for  me? 
yes  •,  if  I had  a thoufand  lives  I would  lay 
them  down  all  for  his  fake.  This  faid,  hug- 
ging the  crucifix  clofe  in  his  arms  and  kif- 
fing  it,  he  yielded  down  his  head  to  the  fa- 
tal fteel,  which  at  one  ftroke  deprived  him 
both  of  head  and  life.  His  perfidious  fon 
did  not  remain  long  unpun  ilhed,  for  foon 
after,  being  firft  deprived  of  his  govern- 
ment, he  died  miferably.  The  fame  hap- 
pened to  that  wicked  kinfman,  and  infa- 
mous confpirer  againft  the  king  of  Loango , 
who  in  like  manner  by  a commendable 
death,  refigned  his  breath  on  account  of 
his  endeavours  to  propagate  the  chriftian 
faith  within  his  dominions. 

The  caufe  of  my  going  to  Cacongo , was 
principally  the  fpiritual  comfort  of  thofe 
poor  fouls,  and  the  performance  of  my  duty, 
but  I had  likewife  a defire  to  fee  the  body 
of  the  former  of  the  two  beforementioned 
kings,  which  was  not  much  reverenced  by 
the  faid  people,  but  highly  refpedted  by 
me,  and  which  was  not  difficult  for  me  to 
find  it,  having  been  the  cuftom  there,  as 
with  us,  to  bury  their  kings  by  themfelves. 
That  ilrange  accident  having  left  fo  inde- 
lible an  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the  pre- 
fent  king,  he  had  good  reafon  to  defire  a 
trade  with  the  Portuguefes  in  expe&ation  of 
their  affiftance  both  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
which  he  alfo  expected  from  his  good 
friend  and  ally  the  count  of  Sogno. 

To  confirm  as  much  as  in  me  lay  the 
good  intentions  of  this  king,  I had  figni- 
fied  to  him  among  other  things,  that  to  lay 
the  furer  foundation  of  the  chrift ian  religion 
in  his  country,  I muft  defire  the  favour  of 
him,  that  either  all,  or  at  leaft  the  chief  of 
the  magicians  and  wizards  of  his  kingdom 
would  meet  me  to  defend  their  opinions, 
and  oppofe  mine ; and  if  they  declined  com- 
ing on  account  of  ignorance,  I defired  I 
might  exercife  my  facerdotal  power  on 
their  charms,  and  difprove  and  annul  all 
their  devices,  and  thereby  ffiew  that  the 
performances  of  Chrift’s  minifters  are  al- 
ways above  thofe  of  the  devil’s. 

The  fecond  confequence  to  me  and  all 
true  catholicks  was,  that  by  the  introducing 
of  Chriftianity  into  that  kingdom,  the 
hereticks  that  traded  there  would  be  dif- 


countenanced  and  confuted,  and  not  fuf- Meroi.: 
fered  for  the  future  to  make  the  port  of 
Capinda  their  way  to  the  kingdom  of  Lo- 
ango. 

The  third  good  confequence  was  to  the 
Portuguefes,  to  whom  we  have  been  fo  much 
obliged  not  only  in  trade,  but  likewife  in 
matters  of  religion. 

Ferdinand  Gomez  prefled  me  extremely 
to  give  the  king  of  Cacongo  an  anfwer,  and 
therein  to  fignify  to  him  that  if  his  majefty 
pleafed  he  would  wait  upon  him  as  a mer- 
chant, and  had  prepared  great  variety  of 
merchandize  for  that  purpofe.  My  an- 
fwer was,  that  if  the  king  fpent  fome  days 
in  confidering  on  his  anfwer,  I had  reafon 
to  ftudy  mine  many  more.  His  defign  it 
feems  was  to  vend  his  commodities  aboard, 
and  then  fail  away  without  leaving  any 
thing  afhore.  This  the  Negroes  neverthe- 
lefs  difeovered,  and  thereupon  told  him, 
that  if  he  had  a mind  to  trade  for  flaves  in 
their  country,  he  muft  firft  land  all  his 
merchandize.  This  honeft  man  hoped  to 
have  had  his  rogueries  authorized  by  me, 
though  he  knew  it  to  be  my  bufinefs  to 
preach  nothing  but  truth  and  fincerity.  I 
thought  it  proper  to  go  and  fpeak  with  the 
king,  who  relided  about  eight  miles  off, 
to  the  end  he  might  not  think  either  him- 
felf  or  his  fubjedts  impofed  upon  by  me, 
or  my  acquaintance.  Gomez  would  needs 
accompany  me,  we  found  the  journey  ex- 
treme troublefome,  efpecially  I who  had 
been  fick.  From  the  fea  we  had  a very 
fteep  afeent  to  make,  which  obliged  me 
to  come  out  of  my  net,  and  to  walk  afoot, 
but  at  length  through  extreme  weaknefs  I 
fainted:  whereupon  I was  lifted  again  into 
the  net,  and  with  much  ado  dragg’d  up 
the  hill.  This  fainting  was  occafioned 
by  my  indifpofition,  which  never  left  me, 
and  by  the  (lender  provifions  we  had  in 
the  (hip  which  confifted  of  nothing  but 
horfe-beans,  Indian  wheat,  and  flower  made 
of  the  root  of  an  herb ; and  yet  this  man 
told  me  before  our  fathers  of  Sogno,  that 
his  bark  was  well  provided,  efpecially 
with  fweetmeats,  tho’  indeed  I found  no- 
thing but  big  words,  and  had  like  to  have 
paid  for  it  with  my  life. 

When  we  came  to  the  mafucca' s houfe, 
who  was  the  king’s  relation,  and  lived 
about  a mile  from  court,  I called  him 
afide,  and  told  him  what  Gomez  had  de- 
figned : he  feemed  very  angry,  but  was  ne- 
verthelefs  foonappeafed  by  my  inter-medi- 
ation. I afterwards  afked  him  ferioufly. 

If  I Jhould  go  to  the  banza  where  the  king 
refided,  whether  he  thought  his  majefly  would 
be  baptized  or  not?  To  which  he,  tho’  a 
pagan,  civilly  anfwer’d,  That  it  was  cer- 
tain he  would,  according  to  his  promife, 
provided  that  trade  were  fettled  within  his 
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Merolla  dominions  with  the  Whites  purfuant  to  their 
contradl ; but  if  that  were  negledfted,  the 
performance  of  his  promife  would  be  ac- 
cordingly procraftinated.  Away  then  (re- 
plied I)  go  tell  your  fnajler , that  by  the  help 
of  God  I will  tranfport  myfelf  to  Loanda 
in  the  kingdom  of  Angola,  on  purpofe  to  fettle 
that  matter  with  the  Portuguefe  governor ; 
and  afterwards , if  not  prevented , I will  re- 
turn hither  myfelf  but  if  I cannot,  my  fa- 
ther fuperior  fhall  come  and  baptize  your  king. 
Then  turning  to  Ferdinand  Gomez , who 
Hood  by  me  all  the  while,  I fpoke  to  him 
thus  in  the  prefence  of  the  mafucca , Ton 
fee  I have  ended  my  bufnefs,  go  you  and 
make  an  end  of  yours , and  do  not  endeavour 
to  put  tricks  upon  thefe  poor  people.  Here- 
upon he  contented  himfelf  with  fix  flaves 
in  exchange  for  his  goods,  and  fo  pre- 
pared for  his  departure. 

I neverthelefs  remained  in  the  mafuccd> s 
houfe,  and  towards  night  an  embaflador, 
with  five  others,  came  to  me  from  the 
king  of  Congo.  Before  their  coming  I had 
two  meffengers  from  the  mafucca  of  Angoij, 
to  fignify  their  mailer’s  concern  for  my 
departure  from  Capinda  without  his  know- 
ledge. I acquainted  them  that  the  reafon 
of  my  fo  doing  was,  becaufe  I had  no 
houfe  near  the  lea  to  refide  in,  his  being 
above  a day’s  journey  off.  I afterwards 
open’d  the  king  of  Congo' s letter,  wherein 
he  intreated  me,  for  God’s  fake,  to  come 
and  comfort  him,  many  years  having  pafs’d 
fince  he  had  any  Capuchin  within  his  do- 
minions •,  and  his  mother  Donna  Poteniiana 
was  defirous  to  fee  me,  having  feveral 
things  to  communicate  to  me  for  the  be- 
nefit of  Chriftianity.  Together  with  the 
embalfy  the  king  fent  a prefent  of  two 
Haves,  one  for  me,  and  the  other  for  the 
mafucca , for  fervices  done  him.  Mine  I 
refufed,  and  yet  I never  faw  him,  but  af- 
terwards considering  that  if  I did  not  ac- 
cept of  him  the  mafucca  would  have  both 
to  fell  to  the  hereticks,  , I gave  him  to 
Ferdinand  Gomez,  for  having  given  me  a 
flalk  of  wine  for  the  lacrament,  and  fome 
other  fmall  things.  Then  I took  leave  of 
the  mafucca  of  Cacongo,  thanking  him  for 
his  civilities,  and  bidding  him  to  acquaint 
the  king  his  mailer  that  I was  gone  to 
Loanda  to  accomplifli  what  his  majelly 
had  commanded.  I defired  the  captain 
of  the  fhip  or  fmack,  that  if  he  did  not 
meet  with  me  at  Capinda , he  fhould  do 
his  bell  to  come  to  the  port  of  Sogni, 
which  he  did  faithfully,  being  a Venetian , 
and  my  country-man,  notwithltanding  both 
the  wind  and  tide  were  againft  him.  For 
the  civilities  I had  received  from  the  ma- 
fucca, I prefented  him  with  feveral  fmall 
things,  in  all  to  the  value  of  about  a Have : 
This  I did  that  he  might  be  the  more 
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willing  to  furnilh  me  with  provifions  for 
my  voyage.  I punctually  obferved  his 
orders  in  fatisfying  the  people  that  were 
to  carry  me  over  the  river,  which  oblig’d 
him  fo  much,  that  he  procur’d  me  feveral 
companions  befides  the  Congolans,  which 
made  us  in  all  thirteen. 

On  the  7th  of  March  1 68 S,  without  <pjJe  f~ 
any  farther  delay  we  fet  forth  towards  Congo,  the/s 
and  having  gone  about  two  days  journey  journey  t« 
by  land,  arrived  at  the  banza  of  Boman - ConS°- 
goij,  where  by  a correfpondent  of  the  ma- 
fucca, a well-bred  man,  I was  very  courte- 
oufly  receiv’d  and  welcom’d,  as  I was  by  the 
governor,  who  received  me  with  fincerity, 
and  procured  a boat  to  carry  me  further 
up  the  river.  This  voyage  was  extremely 
irkfome  to  me  through  the  excefiive  heat, 
the  fun  being  then  in  Leo , which  is  the 
time  of  the  rains  ■,  and  I believe  I could 
never  have  endured  it,  had  I not  been 
particularly  aflifted  by  Almighty  God. 

A-nights  I was  obliged  to  lie  afhore  on 
the  wet  ground,  continually  tormented  with 
a multitude  of  gnats  called  melgos , which 
rather  deferved  the  name  of  horfe-leeches, 
for  they  would  never  quit  their  holds  till 
they  dropt  off  and  burft,  and  fo  rather 
chofe  to  lofe  their  lives  than  baulk  their 
appetites.  Or  elfe  I lay  expofed  to  the 
air  in  the  canoo,  which  was  a much  greater 
plague.  All  this  was  nothing  to  what  fol- 
lows: The  mafucca' s fervant  having  re- 
ceived his  money  beforehand,  would  not 
allow  me  enough  to  fubfift  for  four  days, 
having  agreed  with  the  reft  of  the  Blacks , 
who  took  their  turns,  to  go  by  land  and 
divert  themfelves,  meeting  the  boat  at  the 
turn  of  the  river,  till  we  came  to  Boma. 

As  for  my  interpreter,  they  gave  him  now 
and  then  a little,  but  I was  fain  to  owe 
all  my  fupport  to  a little  wine  I had  by 
me.  The  Conghefes  fent  to  me  by  the  king, 
bid  me  to  have  patience,  for  it  would  not 
be  long  before  I were  in  their  mafter’s  domi- 
nions, and  then  I might  have  an  opportunity 
to  revenge  myfelf  on  thofe  wicked  infidels. 

The  iflandof  Boma  is  well  fituated,  pret-  Boma 
ty  large,  extremely  populous,  and  abounds  fund. 
with  all  manner  of  fuftenance  proper  for 
the  climate.  It  is  tributary  to  the  king 
of  Congo , and  has  feveral  fmall  ifiands  a- 
bout  it  belonging  to  the  count  of  Sogno. 

The  inhabitants  do  not  ufe  circumcifion 
like  fome  pagans  their  neighbours,  whofe 
wizards  circumcife  them  on  the  eighth  day, 
not  out  of  any  regard  to  the  Mofaical  law, 
but  for  fome  wicked  ends  and  purpofcs  of 
their  own.  When  our  mifiioncrs  came  to 
exercife  their  fun&ion  in  the  ifiands  of  Sog- 
no, thefe  people  carry  their  children  to  them 
to  baptize.  In  this  they  do  well,  but  as 
to  other  matters  they  obfcrve  little  or  no 
religion,  and  that  I believe  chiefly  for  want 
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of  priefts  to  inftrudl  them.  As  foon  as 
they  perceived  my  arrival,  the  mothers  run 
like  mad  women  with  their  children  in 
their  arms  to  get  them  baptized : This  the 
mani  would  not  neverthelefs  permit  me  to 
perform,  till  he  had  known  his  lord  and 
mafter’s  pleafure  therein.  As  we  rowed 
up  the  canal,  the  lord  of  the  ifland  fent 
to  fpeak  with  me,  being  ready  to  receive 
me  not  far  off,  but  firft  let  me  know  that 
I muft  not  pretend  to  touch  him,  for  that 
he  was  a true  gentile:  His  arms  were  all 
covered  with  great  numbers  of  enchanted 
iron  and  brafs  hoops,  and  he  fuperftitioufly 
avoided  my  touching  him,  for  fear  they 
ftiould  lofe  their  virtue.  When  I came 
to  him,  I found  him  fitting  in  a fort  of 
leather  chair  under  an  umbrella  \ he  had 
a fort  of  linen  apron  about  his  middle, 
and  the  reft  of  his  body  was  wrapped  a- 
bout  in  a kind  of  fcarlet  cloke,  which 
having  loft  both  its  colour  and  nap  plainly 
fliew’d  its  antiquity.  I alfo  fat  my  felf 
down  in  a little  leather  chair,  which  I 
carried  always  about  with  me  to  hear 
confeffions.  After  a little  difcourfe  I pre- 
fented  him  with  fomething  after  the  cuftom 
of  his  country  •,  for  if  fomething  of  this 
kind  be  not  done  to  the  prince,  a million 
will  not  be  very  likely  to  fucceed.  After- 
wards this  prince  having  afiigned  me  a 
houfe  near  to  his,  I began  to  baptize  the 
children. 

The  prince  gave  me  to  underftand  that 
he  had  a mind  I Ihould  baptize  a fhe- 
flave  of  his,  which  I told  him  I could  not 
do  till  I had  catechized  her ; and  moreo- 
ver, that  after  baptifm  there  were  feveral 
things  to  be  done  by  her,  among  which 
one  was,  that  Ihe  muft  be  forthwith  mar- 
ried according  to  our  law,  which  we  en- 
joined on  all  the  converted  pagans  in  other 
parts.  I was  anfwered  by  one  of  the  ftand- 
ers-by,  that  this  woman  was  not  only  a 
flave,  but  likewife  miftrefs  to  their  lord, 
and  therefore  I ought  not  to  infill:  on  the 
fame  from  her  as  another.  I told  him  her 
being  a miftrefs  was  fo  much  the  worfe, 
and  bid  him  acquaint  his  lord,  that  I could 
by  no  means  comply  with  his  defires:  The 
prince  feemed  very  much  difpleafed  at  my 
refufal  to  baptize  his  Have,  but  I never- 
thelefs perfifted  in  my  refolutions. 

I baptized  many  at  that  time,  and  there- 
by not  only  reaped  a fpiritual  benefit,  but 
likewife  a temporal  one ; for  almoft  every 
one  brought  me  fomething  or  other  as  a 
prefent.  Being  fcarce  able  to  ftand  on  my 
feet,  I turned  about  to  the  mafucca’s  fer- 
vant  and  faid  to  him.  See  what  difference 
there  is  between  your  religion  and  ours ; for 
where  yours  allows  you  to  be  ungrateful , ours 
enjoins  us  to  give  even  to  thofe  that  have  ufed 
us  ill:  T eike  therefore  you  all  thefe  prefents , 
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and  leave  me  only  fufficient  to  fupport  me  to  Me? oll a 
night.  According  as  1 had  bid  him  fo  he 
did,  what  was  left  for  me  being  only  a 
pot  full  of  pullet-broth,  and  a few  peafe. 

Here  the  cuftom  is  to  have  the  kitchen 
without  doors  for  fear  of  firing  the  houfe, 
which  is  but  of  ftraw.  My  interpreter 
only  remained  with  me,  the  reft  of  my  com- 
panions being  gone,  fome  one  way  and 
fome  another.  As  foon  as  we  had  prepared 
my  fupper  with  an  addition  of  two  eggs, 

I fell  to  it  heartily:  My  broth  I fupp’d  up, 
and  tailed  my  peafe,  but  I had  not  fo  done 
half  an  hour  before  I felt  thofe  pains  that 
people  are  wont  to  do  with  the  twilling 
of  the  guts:  I thereupon  lighted  a candle, 
and  threw  my  felf  upon  the  bed,  which 
feemed  much  farther  from  me  by  reafon 
of  my  torments  than  it  really  was.  What 
I fuffered  is  only  poflible  for  them  to  ex- 
prefs  that  have  experienced  the  torture. 
Providence,  which  feldom  fails  the  wretched 
in  extremity,  at  laft  directed  me  to  a little 
bafket  I had  by  my  bed- fide,  wherein  I 
had  preferved  fome  antidotes,  for  I now 
began  to  think  I waspoifoned:  Amongft 
the  reft  there  was  an  elk’s  hoof,  which  I 
took  and  applied,  but  it  did  me  no  good, 
finding  myfelf  rather  worfe  than  before; 
for  my  teeth  began  to  be  fet,  and  my 
fight  to  be  loft ; then  I had  recourfe  to  a 
fort  of  little  lemon  which  I would  willingly 
have  put  into  my  mouth  at  once,  but 
could  not  by  reafon  of  the  too  ftrait  paf- 
fage : At  laft  I found  I muft  break  it, 
which  I did ; the  firft  drop  that  came  into 
my  mouth  gave  me  fome  eafe ; but  when 
I had  got  the  reft  of  the  juice  into  my 
ftomach  I began  immediately  to  grow 
drowzy,  infomuch  that  I quickly  fell 
afleep  with  the  lemon  in  my  mouth,  and 
hand  upon  my  cheek.  How  long  I con- 
tinued in  that  condition  I cannot  tell. 

My  companions  coming,  and  perceiving  me 
to  lie  in  that  pofture,  thought  verily  I had 
been  dead,  but  at  length  through  the  only 
interceffion  of  the  Virgin  I came  to  my 
felf.  Then  turning  about  to  the  Congolans , 

I cried,  God  forgive  ye , and  was  going 
to  fay  more,  but  found  my  tongue  unable 
to  exprefs  any  thing  but  broken  tones. 

The  occafion  of  my  breaking  forth  into 
that  expreflion,  was  on  account  of  the 
poifoning  of  fix  of  my  order  near  Bambay 
as  they  were  travelling  through  Congo , be- 
ing the  common  road  from  the  kingdom 
of  Angola.  This  way  I refolved  to  avoid, 
for  fear  the  like  fate  might  have  happen’d 
to  me.  As  for  my  diftemper,  it  began 
to  work  off  by  vomits,  which  continued 
upon  me  for  eight  days  and  nights  toge- 
ther, in  four  of  which  I had  little  or  no 
reft,  and  befides  brought  up  whatever  I eat. 

Being  tolerably  recovered,  fome  ihort  time 
8 F after 


<5$ 8 A Voyage 

Merolla  after  I was  impatient  to  be  gone:  For  that 
purpofe  I fent  to  know  if  my  'people  were 
in  readinefs,  but  had  for  anfwer,  that  the 
cheft  wherein  the  altar  and  its  furniture 
were  kept,  was  left  on  the  fhore  and  the 
canoo  gone.  It  feems  the  lord  of  that 
country  had  fent  the  night  before  to  the  wa- 
termen, that  if  they  offer’d  to  carry  me 
off  they  fhould  lofe  their  heads.  I here- 
upon fent  civilly  to  that  prince  to  fuffer 
me  to  procure  another  boat:  His  anfwer 
was,  that  if  I wanted  a boat,  healfo  wanted 
a cloke,  my  prefent  which  I formerly  made 
him  not  having  been  fufficient.  I happen’d 
to  have  two  pieces  of  cotton-cloth  by  me, 
which  it  feems  he  had  been  informed  of ; 
they  were  woven  in  divers  colours,  and 
came  from  Guinea , being  a prefent  to  me 
from  father  Francifca  da  Montelione:  One 
of  thefe  I immediately  fent  to  this  prince 
to  obtain  his  favour,  which  I heard  he  would 
not  neverthelefs  afford  me,  unlefs  I fent 
the  other  alfo:  This  I was  unwilling  to  do, 
alledging  I kept  it  for  the  fervice  of  God, 
to  which  he  reply’d,  that  the  boat  was  kept 
for  God’s  fervice  like  wife,  and  therefore  I 
fhould  not  have  it.  Finding  my  felf  thus 
indifpenfably  obliged  to  let  him  have  it,  I 
fent  it  him,  and  three  days  after  he  re- 
turned me  a boat  and  men. 

Before  I continue  my  voyage  on  the  ri- 
ver, give  me  leave  to  acquaint  you  with 
fome  other  paffages  of  this  nature  which 
happened  in  this  ifland,  and  were  told  me 
by  father  ’Thomas  da  Sejtola  our  fuperior, 
which  may  ferve  to  confirm  what  has  been 
related  before.  A certain  miffioner  coming 
to  this  ifland,  the  mani  or  lord  feized  upon 
fome  of  the  goods  belonging  to  his  miffion  ; 
the  friar  hereupon  acquainted  the  count 
of  Sogno  from  whence  he  came  therewith, 
who  immediately  fent  orders  to  have  the 
things  reftored  again  to  the  Capuchin , or 
he  would  proclaim  war  againft  the  mani: 
This  had  fo  good  effedt,  that  the  goods 
were  forthwith  reftored,  and  the  miffioner 
highly  treated  and  prefented.  Neverthelefs 
to  prevent  any  mifunderftanding  between 
thele  two  princes,  the  before-mentioned 
black  prieft  called  Don  Francifco  was  fent 
hither,  who  being  of  the  fame  colour  and 
country  with  thefe  iflanders,  made  a good 
beginning  in  his  holy  function.  Whilft  he 
was  one  day  celebrating  mafs,  the  mani, 
who  was  much  more  devoted  to  riches  than 
religion,  inftead  of  affifting  at  thofe  divine 
myfteries,  did  nothing  but  gaze  upon  the 
prieft’s  chafuble  and  filver  patten ; of  one 
he  had  a fancy  to  make  a coat  and  of 
the  other  a breaft-plate.  As  foon  as  mafs 
was  ended,  he  very  boldly  afked  for  them: 
The  prudent  prieft  hereupon  an  fwer’d  him, 
that  he  would  very  willingly  let  him  have 
them,  the  Capuchins  abounding  in  thofe 
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things,  provided  he  would  let  him  have 
them  to  officiate  with  during  his  ftay  there, 
but  he  ftole  away  that  very  night.  Whe- 
ther it  was  the  mani  himfelf,  or  any  other 
that  defigned  me  harm,  I am  not  able  to 
determine  •,  but  I am  certain  that  if  I had 
known  the  foregoing  ftory,  I had  walk’d 
more  warily,  and  given  nobody  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  me  undergo  fo  great  a dan- 
ger as  I did. 

It  may  not  be  here  amifs  to  take  notice  Antidttes 
of  two  things  more  relating  to  the  forego- 
ing:  Firft,  as  to  the  fmall  fort  of  lemon ^an' 
which  I made  ufe  of  as  an  antidote,  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  the  poifon  of  thefe  parts, 
which  lies  chiefly  in  certain  herbs,  is  not 
to  be  expelled  any  other  way  than  by  the 
juice  of  this  fruit,  and  this  is  a fecrec 
known  to  very  few.  As  to  the  poifon  in 
wood  or  the  like,  nought  can  prevail  a- 
gainft  it,  but  the  bark  of  the  tree  called 
mignamigna,  as  has  been  hinted  at  before 
in  the  defer iption  of  the  plants  and  trees 
of  thefe  countries. 

Over  and  above  the  fix  Capuchin  miffio-  a capu~ 
naries  that  were  poifoned  at  the  time  of  chinpu 
my  being  in  Congo , I muft  add  the  lik tFn'd° 
fad  fate  which  had  happened  to  father  Jo~ 
feph  Maria  da  Sejiri  a Genoefe , who  in  his 
way  to  Sogno,  where  I then  refided,  being 
accompanied  with  about  thirty  five  perfons 
fent  with  him  by  the  count,  he  went  afide 
to  a Conghefe  city  called  Incujfo : At  the 
time  of  his  departure  he  told  me  that  fix 
had  been  poifoned  before  him,  and  he 
fhould  be  the  feventh.  Staying  at  Incujfo. 
about  a year,  he  took  what  care  he  could 
to  get  into  his  hands  all  the  implements 
that  had  belonged  to  the  deceafed  miffio- 
ners,  and  which  he  was  commanded  to  do 
by  the  then  father  fuperior.  Whilft  he 
was  doing  this,-  he  was  earneftly  requefted 
by  the  vicar-general  Don  Michael  de  Cafiro 
a Mulatto  to  come  to  him,  profeffing  him- 
felf defirous  to  fulfil  the  Eajler-duty  of  re- 
ceiving the  facrament  and  confeffing,  being 
then  an  old  man,  and  wanting  one  to  affift 
him  in  adminiftring  the  facraments.  The 
pious  father  went  innocently  to  wait  on 
him  according  to  his  requeft,  carrying  along 
With  him  what  things  he  had  recovered, 
purpofing  to  fend  them  to  the  fuperior: 

About  four  a clock  he  got  fafe  to  the  vi- 
car-general’s houfe,  but  before  night  he 
was  taken  with  fainting  fits,  and  died  not 
without  a reafonable  lufpicion  of  being 
poifoned.  He  was  no  fooner  dead,  but 
the  vicar-general  caufed  all  the  people  to 
depart  the  room  where  he  lay , and  then 
proceeding  to  rip  up  his  bundles,  took 
thence,  as  we  are  credibly  inform’d,  four 
filver  chalices,  two  cenfors,  with  their  boats, 
and  two  pix’s  all  of  the  fame  metal,  with 
feveral  other  things,  part  of  which  he  pre- 
tended 
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tended  were  given  him  by  the  dying  miffi- 
oner,  and  the  reft  he  promifed  he  would 
fend  to  our  fuperior  at  Loanda , but  did  not. 

I report  this  from  the  people  that  were 
with  father  Sejtri  when  he  died,  and  who 
told  me  moreover,  that  he  took  a great 
quantity  of  treacle  without  any  relief.  This 
adtion  of  the  vicar-general  hindered  his  fon 
from  being  admitted  into  facred  orders 
when  he  folicited  for  it.  As  foon  as  the 
old  vicar  was  dead,  the  chapter  of  Loanda 
thundered  out  one  excommunication  againft 
the  fon,  then  deacon,  and  the  new  bilhop 
another,  to  the  end  that  he  might  thereby 
be  obliged  to  reftore  what  his  father  had 
fo  unjuftly  got ; all  which  ferved  to  little 
or  no  purpofe.  The  old  vicar  had  fix  thou- 
fand  (laves  at  his  command,  befides  fub- 
jedts,  with  which  he  defigned  to  have  forc- 
ed his  fon’s  promotion  to  the  priefthood, 
to  the  end  that  he  might  crown  him  king 
of  Congo,  without  confidering  whether  he 
could  get  himfelf  to  be  elected,  and  at  that 
time  he  was  decrepit.  But  I muft  return 
to  give  an  account  of  the  further  progrefs 
of  my  journey. 

Journey  The  firft  day  after  I was  got  over  the 
to  Congo  river,  I had  a very  fteep  mountain  to  go 
continued.  Up . which  being  impoffible  to  do  in  my 
net,  I was  fain  to  perform  it  on  foot,  being 
fupported  ail  the  way  by  two  men,  by 
reafon  of  my  weaknefs.  We  came  at  length 
to  a village,  where  I obferved  colwarts 
planted  like  ours  in  Europe , brought  thi- 
ther it  may  be  by  fome  miflioners.  There 
are  of  them  in  the  kingdom  of  Angola , but 
they  produce  no  feed,  and  are  multiplied 
by  planting  the  fprouts,  growing  to  a great 
height.  This  village  was  called  Bungu , 
where  I baptized  fifteen  children. 

The  morning  of  my  departure  hence, 
thofe  that  had  the  care  of  me  being  gone 
back  again,  as  it  is  the  cuftom  in  thefe 
countries  to  do,  being  afligned  frdh  con- 
ductors by  the  mani  of  the  place,  they 
would  not  ftir  a foot  forwards  till  they  were 
paid,  tho’  it  be  our  privilege  to  travel 
always  at  the  charge  of  the  town  where  we 
came  laft.  In  anlwer  to  their  demands  I 
told  them.  That  I was  going  to  wait  on 
their  king  upon  this  account,  and  there- 
fore if  he  would  have  me  to  come,  he  muft 
bear  my  charges.  They  replied,  in  great 
fury,  We  will  be  paid , clapping  their  hands, 
and  (lamping  with  their  feet  as  if  they  had 
been  mad.  This  adlion  I confefs  made  me 
fmile,  whereupon  I told  them,  that  if  they 
would  repeat  the  fame  three  times  over 
they  (hould  be  paid.  This  made  them  to 
laugh  too,  when  (hrugging  up  their  (houl- 
ders,  and  performing  what  I required,  they 
(looped  and  took  me  up.  It  feems  this 
ridiculous  adlion  of  theirs  was  to  have 
frighted  me  into  a compliance  * but  how- 
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ner  of  procuring  it,  tho’  they  fucceeded 
in  what  they  expedled. 

In  my  fecond  day’s  journey  I was  carried 
to  the  city  of  Norchie , where  I baptized 
one  hundred  and  twenty  fix  perfons.  This 
place  is  the  bed  fituated  of  any  hitherto 
feen  in  Ethiopia.  Here  the  king’s  fon  met 
me,  being  come  for  that  purpofe,  and  I 
(laid  a day  and  a half  to  baptize  the  people. 

Here,  as  I underftood,  had  never  yet 
been  any  pried,  and  that  becaufe  this  town 
was  fomewhat  out  of  the  road,  the  people 
having  been  us’d  to  carry  their  children 
about  fix  days  journey  off,  to  a place  where 
the  miflioners  commonly  redded.  The 
crowd  that  gathered  here  about  me  was 
very  great,  and  the  court  of  the  houfe 
where  I was  but  very  little,  fo  that  I de- 
termined, for  my  greater  eafe,  to  perform 
my  office  in  the  market.  This  the  mani 
obferving,  told  me,  that  if  I pleafed  I might 
go  to  the  church,  which  was  not  far  off- 
I was  glad  to  hear  there  was  one,  and 
therefore  immediately  went  to  it.  When 
I came  near  it,  I perceived  it  was  a pretty 
large  one,  and  had  a great  wooden  crofs 
(landing  before  it,  which  I was  glad  to  fee. 

Fixing  my  eyes  upon  the  door  of  the 
church,  I found  it  was  quite  different  from 
what  others  had ; whereupon  calling  to  the 
mani , with  a great  deal  of  concern,  I de- 
fired  him  to  caufe  it  to  be  opened.  But 
he,  inftead  of  gratifying  me  in  my  requeft, 
immediately  fled,  together  with  all  the 
reft  of  the  company,  which  were  very 
numerous.  Being  thus  left  to  my  refent- 
ments,  Ielapt  my  foot  againft  the  door, 
and  broke  it  open,  when  I faw  what  I could 
never  have  believed,  had  it  been  barely 
related  to  me:  Inftead  of  an  altar  there  was  a 
great  heap  of  fand,  wherein  was  (tuck  a 
(freight  horn  about  five  fpans  long,  and  on 
one  fide  another  of  a leflfer  fize.  On  one 
part  of  the  wall  hung  two  coarfe  lhirts, 
fuch  as  I had  before  feen  in  the  kingdom 
of  Angoij.  Being  aftoniffied  at  this  fight, 
my  hair  ftood  an  end,  my  tongue  cleav’d 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth , and  I began  to 
cry  out  aloud,  enhancing  the  offence  as 
much  as  poffible.  Are  thefe  the  effePis  of  the 
infbruPtions  ye  have  learnt  from  our  mijfioners  ? 

Is  this  the  fruit  of  fo  much  toil  and  anguijh  as 
has  been  undergone  in  your  converfwn  ? with 
leveral  more  expreffions  of  the  like  nature. 

I deferred  adminiftring  the  facrament  of 
baptifm  for  fome  time,  giving  for  rea- 
fon, that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to 
baptize  the  children  of  thofe  parents  that 
had  rejedted  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God, 
for  that  of  an  abominable  idol,  fuch  as  their 
execrable  Cariabemba  was,  for  fo  they  call- 
ed their  devil.  I afterwards  told  them  that 
I would  not  ftir  a foot  from  their  town  till 
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they  had  utterly  thrown  down  and  deftroy-  I was  likewife  afraid  fuch  an  accident^  Capu- 
ed  that  temple  of  idolatry.  might  have  befallen  me,  as  happened  to  “f". 

Retiring  to  recommend  my  felfto  God,  one  of  our  order,  father  Philip  da  Sa-  wjzarcis. 
and  to  pray  for  the  illumination  of  his  Spi-  lefia , a mifiioner,  into  the  kingdom  of  Con- 
Tit,  I faid  to  my  felf,  If  I Jhould  now  clap  go.  The  ftory  is  this:  After  the  death  of 
fre  to  this  building,  and  burn  it  down , what  the  pious  Don  Alvaro  king  of  Congo,  a new 
damage  may  it  not  do  to  the  inhabitants , king  was  chofen,  who  was  no  lefs  zealous 
whofe  houfes  are  all  adjoining,  and  moreover  and  devout  than  his  predeceffor.  This  prince 
built  with  reeds?  I concluded  therefore  to  putting  out  a proclamation  to  have  all  the 
execute  my  purpofe  more  mildly  at  my  wizards  that  fhould  be  found  within  his 
return,  after  I had  been  fecure  of  the  dominions  burnt,  thofe  wicked  wretches 


king’s  favour ; for  fhould  I now  have  done 
it,  I might  have  incurred  the  fame  damage 
or  danger  as  others  have  done.  Amongft 
the  reft,  father  Bernard  da  Savona , a few 
days  before  he  came  to  Sogno,  was  left 
with  his  baggage,  by  his  conductors,  in  a 
large  foreft,  where,  for  fear  of  being  torn  to 
pieces  by  wild  beafts,  he  was  forced  to 
leave  his  bundles,  and  wander  alone  in 
great  hafte;  till  at  laft  coming  near  the 
fea,  he  was  difcovered  by  filhermen,  who 
giving  us  at  the  convent  notice  of  it,  we 
lent  fpeedily  out  for  him,  and  had  him  con- 
duced fafe  to  us.  He  was  travelling,  on 
account  of  his  miffion,  to  EmcaJJu  in  Congo. 

The  like  misfortune  befel  father  John 
Baptijl  da  Malta,  as  he  travelled  thro*  Bam- , 
ba  ; who  perceiving  himfelf  forfaken  by  the 
perfons  that  were  to  attend  him,  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  father  of  miracles , the  glori- 
ous St.  Anthony  of  Padua , for  afliftance. 
When  he  had  watched  in  a tree  almoft  a 
whole  night  for  fear  of  becoming  a prey 
to  the  wild  beafts,  he  heard  himfelf  all  of 
a fudden  called  by  his  name.  The  poor 
father  thinking  fome  of  his  companions 
had  called  him,  beg’d  for  the  love  of  God, 
to  be  conducted  to  fome  road.  A little 
while  after  two  gentlemen  coming  by  that 
way  with  fervants,  and  obferving  the  father 
alone,  and  fo  much  mifufed,  took  him  up- 
on their  own  backs,  and  carry’d  him  to 
the  city  of  Bamba,  not  fuffering  any  of 
their  fervants  to  take  turns  with  them, 
for  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  entire  be- 
nefit of  fo  charitable  an  aCion.  The  poor 
father  coming  to  the  vicar  of  Bamba? % houfe, 
and  being  kindly  entertained  by  him,  after 
fome  time  enquired  after  his  companions  ; 
and  meeting  with  them  not  long  after,  he 
demanded  of  them  how  they  could  be  fo 
cruel  as  to  leave  him  alone  in  fuch  a foreft  ? 
Alfo,  why  they  did  not  come  to  affift  him 
when  he  called  to  them,  and  they  heard  him  ? 
Their  anfwer  was,  That  as  for  hearing  him 
they  took  care  not  to  do  that  from  their 
firft  leaving  him,  flying  from  him  asfaft  as 
they  could,  and  had  not  been  near  him  fince 
till  then.  By  their  anfwer  the  Maltefet afi- 
ly  perceived  that  it  was  the  faint  to  whom 
he  had  recourfe,  that  had  both  called  and 
delivered  him.  This  was  told  me  by  the 
faid  father  himfelf  in  our  convent  at  Lo- 
a) r'l.  in  the  kingdom  of  Angola. 


gathering  together  in  the  dukedom  of  Sun- 
di,  ftill  perfifted  to  exercife  their  damna- 
ble callings  in  their  huts,  notwithftanding 
the  prohibition.  To  prevent  this,  the  duke’s 
forces  marched  thither  in  great  hafte,  car- 
rying along  with  them  the  aforefaid  father. 

Being  arrived  at  the  place,  they  began  to 
fet  fire  to  the  huts:  As  foon  as  the  wizards 
perceived  the  flames  about  their  ears,  they 
came  out  in  great  fury  •,  whereat  the  duke’s 
people  immediately  fled,  leaving  the  poor 
father  to  fhift  for  himfelf.  The  wizards 
perceiving  him  alone,  foon  feized,  and  mur- 
dered, and  devoured  him,  both  to  fatisfy  their 
revenge  and  appetite.  The  truth  of  this 
was  attefted  and  told  us  by  the  perfons  that 
fled,  who  faid,  they  had  obferved  it  by  the 
light  of  the  blaze  of  the  houfes.  We  were 
then  at  our  convent  in  the  city  of  San 
Salvador. 

The  young  prince  of  Congo,  who  was  The  fa - 
about  eighteen  years  old  perceiving  I lhew-  ther  comes 
ed  him  little  refpeCt,  efpecially  after  what t0  Congo. 
I had  difcovered  in  the  church,  having 
drawn  up  his  men  in  order,  departed.  I 
was  told  I had  not  done  well  to  fhew  fo 
little  regard  to  their  king’s  fon,  and  was 
therefore  defired  to  fend  for  him  back  again. 

My  anfwer  was,  That  fince  his  departure 
was  voluntary,  fo  fhould  be  his  return  for 
me ; but  withal,  that  if  he  would  come 
back  he  fhould  be  well  received.  In  fhort, 
he  did  come  back,  and  at  length  both  he 
and  his  were  well  fatisfy ’d,  and  tarry ’d 
with  me  till  next  day  at  noon,  when  we 
went  all  away  together. 

Having  travelled  another  day’s  journey 
and  a half  with,  the  aforefaid  prince,  we 
met  with  the  king’s  uncle,  and  a relation 
of  his,  who  had  drums,  and  trumpets,  and 
a great  train  of  followers.  When  we  came 
within  half  a mile  of  the  banza  of  Lemba 
where  the  king  was,  I was  told  I mult  not 
go  any  nearer  till  farther  order,  and  there- 
fore was  forced  to  remain  behind  alone  with 
my  interpreter.  At  laft  the  order  came, 
attended  with  feveral  perfons,  to  bring  me 
to  court.  When  I came  near  the  city,  I 
was  ftopt  again  to  wait  for  the  fecretary, 
who  was  to  receive  me  there.  He  prefent- 
ly  came  and  conducted  me  into  the  mar- 
ket-place, where  the  people,  almoft  innu- 
merable, and  divided  into  two  choirs,  were 
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longing  of  the  'R.ofary  in  the  Conghefe  tongue. 
At  the  upper  end  fat  the  king  with  a long 
cloak  upon  his  fhoulders,  a fatin  waftcoac 
ftriped  with  filver  on  his  back,  and  his 
lower  parts  from  the  middle  were  clothed 
with  a fine  veil;  after  the  mode  of  the  coun- 
try. Being  led  up  into  his  majefty ’s  pre- 
fence,  he  reached  out  an  ivory  crucifix  a 
fpan  and  a half  long,  on  an  ebony  crofs  of 
a proportionable  length,  for  me  to  kifs. 
When  I had  done  it,  and  he  had  delivered 
it  to  a favourite,  he  would  needs  kifs  my 
crucifix  ; which  he  did,  and  afterwards  fal- 
ling on  his  knees,  received  benediction. 
In  the  mean  time  the  people  were  march- 
ing in  great  order  towards  the  church, 
whilft  the  king  and  I brought  up  the  rear. 
When  I came  into  the  church,  after  a Ihort 
prayer,  I went  up  to  the  altar,  and  preach- 
ed a fermon  to  them  upon  thefe  words  of 
the  apoftle  to  the  Corinthians , Ecce  nunc 
tempus  acceptable,  ecce  nunc  dies  falutis.  De- 
claring, that  I came  amongft  them  for  no 
other  end,  than  to  revive  in  their  hearts 
the  love  and  fear  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Christ. 

My  fermon  being  ended,  I waited  on 
the  king  back  to  his  palace,  where  he  en- 
tertained me  lovingly,  and  gave  me  a hear- 
ty welcome  into  his  dominions.  After  we 
had  fpent  fome  time  together,  I took  my 
leave,  but  his  majefty  would  needs  fee  me 
out  to  the  ftreet.  His  nobles  had  orders 
to  accompany  me  further,  for  they  con- 
duced me  to  a houfe  belonging  to  the 
king’s  uncle,  where  I was  to  refide.  I mull 
needs  fay  I was  not  a little  furprized  to  ob- 
ferve  how  punctually  thofe  lords  would 
come  every  morning  wraped  up  in  their 
long  cloaks,  and  walking  two  by  two,  to 
receive  and  conduCt  me  to  church,  and  after 
mafs  march  back  again  with  me  in  the  fame 
order  as  they  came. 

After  the  reciprocal  vifits  between  the 
king  and  me  were  pretty  well  over,  I one 
day  afked  his  majefty  for  what  reafon  he 
had  fo  earneftly  and  fo  often  fent  for  me 
from  Sogno.  He  anfwered.  That  he  might 
have  a prieft  and  preacher  of  the  holy  Gof- 
pel  within  his  dominions.  Eh  at  I believe  ( re- 
ply’d  I ) but  I prefume  your  majefty  had  Jome 
other  end.  Tho’  he  made  me  no  anfwer  to 
this,  yet  I could  eafily  perceive  he  had 
fome  thought  thereupon  that  pleafed  him, 
and  that  by  his  fmiling.  Tour  majefty  muft 
give  me  leave  to  guefs  at  it , (reply’d  I)  and 
therefore  I fancy  you  fent  for  me  to  put  the 
crown  of  Congo  upon  your  head.  Thefe 
words  were  fcarce  out  of  my  mouth,  but  I 
heard  a clapping  of  hands,  and  humming 
(which  are  tokens  of  great  joy  among 
thefe  people)  together  with  a confus’d  noife 
of  prating  among  the  courtiers,  and  drums 
beating,  trumpets  founding,  and  other 
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noify  inftruments  playing;  all  which  wercM  2ROLT.  . 
only  grateful  to  my  ears,  as  they  proceed- 
ed  from  pleafure  conceived  at  what  I had 
faid. 

The  kings  of  Congo  have  a bull  from 
pope  Urban  VIII.  which  gives  them  leave 
to  be  crowned  by  the  Capuchin  miffioners 
after  the  catholick  manner,  and  which  in 
former  times  their  firft  king  was  by  the  faid 
authority.  And  afterwards  the  mifiloner, 
father  Januario  da  Nola,  did  the  fame  of- 
fice for  Don  Garcia  Alphonfo , who  was 
crowned  in  the  time  of  pope  Innocent  X. 

The  like  were  others  down  to  this  prefenc 
king.  I told  his  majefty  that  his  ele&ion 
having  been  by  votes,  and  that  in  writing, 
by  reafon  the  electors  lived  fo  far  off,  I de- 
ftred  to  fee  them.  He  readily  complied 
with  my  requeft,  and  among  the  reft  f 
found  the  count  of  Sogno' s name,  which  I 
was  glad  to  fee,  there  having  been  fome 
differences  formerly  between  thofe  two 
princes. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  my  next  bufinefs  Am-iracu. 
was  to  procure  the  regal  crown  of  Congo , hm  vifto- 
which  had  been  formerly  fent  hither  by  ry. 
the  aforefaid  pope  Urban , and  remained  at 
prefent  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Portuguefes. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  tell  how  they  came 
by  it:  The  manner  in  ihort  was  this,  Bon 
Garcia  II.  and  iyth  chriftian  king  of  this 
country,  being  defirous  to  eltablifh  the 
fuccefiion  of  his  throne  to  his  children, 
amongft  other  tyrannous  actions,  extirpat- 
ed feveral  of  the  chief  families  of  his  king- 
dom ; and  at  laft  to  fhew  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  die  as  wickedly  as  he  had  lived, 
inftead  of  invoking  the  'affiftance  of  heaven 
in  his  ficknefs,  he  had  recourfe  only  to 
wizards,  necromancers,  and  fuch  kind  of 
ill  people.  Thefe  wretches  bearing  a more 
than  ordinary  hatred  to  the  then  prince 
Bon  Alphonfo , as  well  knowing  and  fearing 
that  if  they  fuffered  him  to  come  to  the 
crown,  he  would  not  only  perfecute,  but 
banifh  them;  poffefs’d  the  mind  of  his 
fick  father,  that  to  make  his  way  the  foon- 
er  to  his  dominions,  he  had  dcfigned  to 
poifon  him. 

Garcia  thereupon  blinded  by  their  fub- 
tilties,  immediately  declared  his  fon  un- 
worthy of  his  throne,  and  confequently  got 
him  murdered,  recommending  for  his  tue- 
ceffor  Don  Antonio  I.  his  fecond  fon.  Net 
long  after  Garcia  died,  in  the  twenty-firft 
year  of  his  reign,  leaving  his  fon  Antoni* 
to  fucceed  him : but  no  body  can  imagine 
the  wickednefs  of  his  reign  ; befides  the 
murder  ot  his  brother,  wherein  he  was  not 
a little  concerned,  he  put  to  death  all  his 
relations.  He  cauled  his  wife  to  be  mur- 
dered, giving  out,  tho’  falfly,  that  fhe 
was  guilty  of  adultery  ; and  afterwards 
married  a near  kinfwoman,  whom  he  had 
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MEsottAformerly  been  in  love  with,  againft  all  law 
V-OT''-' and  reafon.  Then  he  proceeded  to  ex- 
tend his  cruelty  towards  her  relations,  as 
unjuftly  as  he  had  done  towards  his  own. 
Thus  began  the  reign  of  that  monftrous 
tyrant  Don  Antonio , who  having  fcarce 
wraped  himfelf  in  his  purple,  dyed  it  in 
fcarlet,  and  became  abhorred  and  hated  by 
the  Portuguefes  and  Whites , who  having 
fignify’d  their  diflike  to  his  pradtices,  and 
which  coming  to  his  ears,  he  vow’d  he 
would  fpeedily  have  them  beat  and  v/hipt 
out  of  his  dominions. 

To  effe£t  this,  confiding  more  in  his 
multitudes,  than  their  knowledge  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  he  raifed  a prodigious  army 
of  nine  hundred  thoufand  men ; the  truth 
whereof  I know  not  whether  it  may  be 
queftioned  by  the  reader ; but  befides  my 
own,  I have  the  authority  of  father  Cavaz- 
zi  for  it,  who  in  his  fecond  book,  pag.  286. 
and  eighth  book,  pag.  868.  affirms  the  fame 
thing.  Moreover  it  may  appear  credible, 
if  we  confider  the  exceffive  largenefs  and 
populoufnefs  of  thefe  countries,  as  likewife 
that  all  this  king’s  fubjedts  are  not  only 
obliged,  but  accuftomed  voluntarily  to  fol- 
low him  to  the  wars  at  his  leaft  command. 

Before  this  army  marched,  the  king  was 
advifed  by  father  Francis  de  San  Salvador , 
his  chaplain  and  relation,  not  to  hazard  the 
lives  of  fo  many  poor  flaves,  againft  fo 
warlike  a people  as  the  Portuguefes.  This 
friar  had  received  the  habit  of  our  order 
from  father  Giacinto  dd  Vetralla  -,  he  was  a 
learned  man,  and  was  admitted  by  order  of 
the  facred  college. 

The  king  not  caring  to  hearken  to  his 
chaplain’s  advice,  the  army  marched  againft 
the  Portuguefes.  On  the  very  firft  day  of 
their  march,  the  heavens  let  down  fuch  a 
deluge,  as  one  would  have  thought  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  drowned  all  j Ethiopia , and 
mourned  in  thunder  for  the  dreadful  (laugh- 
ter that  was  to  enfue.  The  good  friar  per- 
ceiving the  difpleafu  re  of  heaven,  renewed 
his  former  petition  and  advice  to  the  king 
Obferve  (quoth  he  to  the  king)  thefe  drops 
are  as  fo  many  tongues,  that  exhort  you  not  to 
fight  againft  the  Whites  j and  thefe  claps  of 
thunder  are  as  fo  many  groans , that  good  hea- 
ven fends  forth  for  the  woeful  effects  of  your 
obftinacy.  The  haughty  king  neverthelefs 
perfifted  in  his  refolution  and  marched  for- 
wards: when  at  length  ftepping  afide  a 
little  way  from  his  army,  with  a few  fol- 
lowers to  repofe  himfelf,  beheld  a dread- 
ful tiger,  as  it  were,  for  a fecond  warning, 
leaped  fudden]  y out  of  a foreft,  and  ran 
full  drive  at  him.  Father  Francis , who 
never  went  from  the  king’s  fide,  feeing 
this,  drew  out  a feymitar  he  had  at  his 
girdle,  and  oppofing  the  furious  beaft,  at 
one  ftroke  cleft  him  in  two.  The  king 


little  moved  at  this  adlion  of  his  preferver, 
rather  attributed  his  fafety  to  magick,  than 
to  his  kinfman’s  valour. 

The  Portuguefes  being  refolved  to  find 
thofe  mines  of  gold  which  the  Moci-Con- 
golans  had  fo  long  promifed,  and  ftill  de- 
layed to  difeover  to  them,  got  together 
about  four  hundred  brave  Europeans , with 
near  two  thoufand  Blacks  their  flaves,  and 
lodged  themfelves  in  the  marquifat  of  Pem- 
ba, where  they  not  long  after  were  af- 
faulted  by  above  eighty  thoufand  ALthio- 
pians.  The  Portuguefes , though  they  faw 
their  enemies  march  as  thick  as  locufts,  and 
tho’  they  faw  themfelves  were  but  a handful 
in  comparifon  of  them,  and  had  but  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  yet  were  they  not  diffieart- 
ned,  even  when  they  faw  them  encompafs  and 
furround  them.  The  Capuchin  placed  him- 
felfin  his  veftments  between  the  two  armies, 
endeavouring  to  make  peace,  which  was 
approved  of  by  the  Portuguefes.  But  the 
obftinate  king  would  not  hearken  to  his 
mediation,  but  forthwith  gave  the  fignal 
of  battle,  and  feeing  a woman  with  a child 
in  her  arms,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Virgin 
Mary , ftanding  by  the  Portuguefe  general, 
he  (hewed  her  to  his  men,  alluring  them 
of  vidory,  becaufe  the  Portuguefes  had  the 
impediment  of  their  women  with  them. 
Then  began  the  fhot  to  fly  like  hail  from 
the  Portuguefe  guns,  efpecially  from  two 
pieces  of  cannon  they  had,  which  made 
fuch  a dreadful  (laughter  among  the  Blacks , 
that  one  part  of  the  army  giving  way,  the 
other  was  not  long  before  it  followed.  In 
Ihort,  the  Portuguefes  got  the  vidory  5 
which  the  proud  king  perceiving,  he  thought 
to  fecure  himfelf  behind  a huge  rock ; which 
being  overthrown  by  a cannon  ball,  buried 
and  killed  both  the  king  and  his  chaplain, 
the  good  friar.  Thofe  few  that  faved 
themfelves  by  flight,  left  neverthelefs  be- 
hind them  all  the  baggage,  with  the  king’s 
utenfils  of  pure  gold.  Now  becaufe  this 
memorable  (laughter  was  chiefly  occafion’d 
by  gold,  the  natives  have  never  fince  cared 
to  dig  it  for  fear  of  lofing  their  country, 
and  becoming  flaves  thereby. 

The  head  of  the  dead  king  was  immedi- 
ately lopped  off  by  the  conquerors,  who 
carry’d  it  to  Loanda , together  with  the 
crown  and  feepter.  There  they  buried  it, 
the  whole  chapter  affifting  at  the  obfequies. 
This  battle,  commonly  looked  upon  to 
have  been  miraculous,  I my  felf  have  feen 
painted  upon  the  wall  in  the  church  of  our 
lady  of  Nazareth,  where  the  head  is  buri- 
ed ; and  have  alfo  had  it  related  to  me,  af- 
ter the  manner  as  I have  told  it,  by  a Por- 
tuguefe captain  that  was  prefent  at  it.  Fie 
alio  told  me,  that  after  the  battle,  while 
they  were  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  he  hap- 
pened to  come  into  a houfe  where  he  faw 
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two  breads  of  meat  roafling  by  the  fire.  Hav- 
ing driven  out  the  people,  according  to 
the  military  cuftom,  and  being  exceeding 
hungry,  he  fell  to  taking  them  off  the 
fpit,  but  had  no  fooner  touched  them  than 
he  perceived  them  to  be  man’s-flefh.  By 
this  may  be  feen,  that  tho’  generally  fpeak- 
ing  there  be  no  Anthropophagi  (man-eaters) 
in  Congo , yet  the  nece hides  of  war  drove 
the  people  to  great  fhifts  in  this  marquifat. 

The  Portuguefes  did  not  pretend  to  any 
right  to  the  crown  of  Congo  , having  been 
fent  by  the  pope,  tho’  they  had  taken  it 
in  war,  but  faid,  they  were  ready  to  re- 
fign  it  whenever  they  lhould  be  fo  requir’d. 
Now  becaufe  by  the  death  of  Don  Anto- 
nio, fo  many  diforders  arofe,  and  every  one 
thought  it  his  right  to  command,  rather 
than  duty  to  obey,  thence  infued  innu- 
merable (laughters,  and  great  deftruftion. 
I propofed  to  the  king  to  go  with  his  army 
and  take  poffeflion  of  San  Salvador , a city 
where  formerly  his  anceftors  refided,  whence 
he  might  fend  an  embafiador  for  the  crown 
and  fcepter  to  the  governor  of  Loanda , 
without  a letter,  and  thro’  the  province  of 
Pemba , for  otherwife  he  might  be  hindered 
by  the  duke  of  Bamba  his  enemy  : and  if 
he  happened  to  be  flopped  by  thofe  people, 
he  fhould  have  orders  not  to  tell  them  he 
was  an  embafiador,  left  they  fhould  de- 
tain and  put  him  to  death,  which  inftead 
of  preventing  mifchief,  would  caufe  more. 
The  king  hearkening  attentively  to  all  I 
faid,  after  I had  ended  my  propofition, 
turned  about  to  his  relations  and  friends, 
and  fpoke  after  this  manner  : The  father 
(fays  he  to  them)  knows  all ; meaning,  that 
I had  difcovered  the  defigns  of  the  Ethi- 
opians', and  adding  moreover,  that  he 
approv’d  of  my  propofal,  but  that  it  could 
not  be  well  put  in  execution  till  the  corn 
was  off  the  ground  •,  but  as  foon  as  harveft 
was  in,  he  promifed  that  he  would  march 
with  his  troops  to  San  Salvador , to  grub 
up  the  woods,  and  take  poffeflion  thereof, 
together  with  the  lands  and  habitations 
thereabouts.  In  times  pafl  that  city  had 
been  a metropolis  and  capital  of  Congo , 
where  the  king  refided  with  his  court. 
There  alfo  lived  a bifhop  and  his  chapter, 
a college  of  jefuits,  and  a monaftry  of  our 
order,  all  maintained  at  thecoftof  the  king 
of  Portugal.  In  our  convent  always  refid- 
ed the  father  fuperior  of  our  order  in  thefe 
parts.  But  fince,  through  frequent  wars, 
both  this  city,  and  the  country  about  it, 
was  become  a den  of  thieves  and  robbers. 
Market  of  Without  this  city  is  the  Pombo , or  great 
man's-  market,  built  by  the  Giahi,  where  man’s 

fitjb.  fiefh  was  accuftomed  to  be  fold  like  to 

that  of  fheep  and  oxen.  The  Portugal 
merchants,  who  refided  here  in  great  num- 
bers on  account  of  traffick,  refufed  to  buy 


this  fiefh,  and  rather  chofe  to  have  theMcROLLA 
flaves  alive,  whereby  to  fill  their  purfes  '/TV 
with  gold,  than  to  have  their  bellies  fluff- 
ed with  fuch  barbarous  food ; and  on  this 
account  they  pretend  they  have  a licence 
to  buy  flaves,  which  however  they  could 
never  produce  to  this  day.  The  Giaghi 
abovementioned  are  the  moft  barbarous 
people  in  nature,  of  whom,  or  of  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  queen  of  Singa,  I (hall  not 
treat,  becaufe  that  fubjedt  is  handled  at 
large  by  F.  Francis  Moria  Gioja  of  Naples. 

I told  the  king  likewife  I would  go  to 
Sogno,  and  expedt  the  return  of  the  fmack 
from  Loango , and  therein  tranfport  my 
felf  to  Loanda.  I advis’d  him  not  to  let 
Auguft  pafs  before  he  difpatched  his  em- 
bafiador, affuring  him  he  fhould  no  fooner 
arrive  at  Loanda , but  have  all  the  refpect 
paid  him  which  was  due  to  his  minifter ; 
and  the  prefent  Portuguefe  governor  being 
almoft  out  of  his  time,  would  deliver  the 
crown  for  a fmall  prefent,  which  perhaps 
another  would  not ; and  that  the  F.  fu- 
perior and  I would  crown  him,  which  be 
ing  done  with  the  Portuguefes  confent,  none 
would  dare  to  queftion  it. 

I then  afked  two  favours  of  his  majefty  ; 
firft,  That  he  would  pleafe  to  pardon  a 
certain  rebel  that  had  caufed  himielf  to  be 
proclaimed  king  of  Congo , but  was  now  a 
fugitive  in  the  dominions  of  Sogno,  and 
that  ever  fince  his  army  had  been  routed 
by  that  of  his  majefty  •,  I requefted  him 
likewife  not  only  to  forgive  him,  but  alfo 
to  afford  him  the  government  of  fome  ci- 
ty, palling  my  word  that  he  fhould  prove 
an  obedient  and  loyal  fubjedtfor  the  future. 

The  king  gave  his  word  prefently  that  he 
would  do  all  I defired ; but  I not  caring  to 
truft  altogether  to  that,  caufed  him  to  give 
me  his  oath  upon  the  crucifix  to  perform 
it,  to  the  end  the  criminal  might  not  af- 
terwards be  difappointed  and  punifhed.  My 
other  requeft  was,  That  his  majefty  would 
reftore  to  the  count  the  country  of  Chiova- 
chianza , to  the  end  that  having  that  prince 
for  his  friend,  as  well  as  the  Portuguefes , 
he  might  reign  fecure  for  many  years. 

This  likewife  without  any  fcruple  he  con- 
fen  ted  to. 

How  little  reafon  I had  to  afk  any  favour 
on  behalf  of  the  aforefaid  rebel,  may  ap-  cusccrjri- 
pear  by  what  follows.  This  mock-king  van<e. 

Don  Garcia  (for  fo  was  his  name)  coming 
to  vifit  a miffioner  of  our  order,  one  F. 

Michael  da  Torino , then  in  the  city  of  Cuff  a 
in  Congo , after  he  had  been  very  courte- 
oufly  received  by  him,  and  whilft  the  fa- 
ther and  he  were  walking  together,  a fire 
fuddenly  broke  out  in  the  church : The 
mock-king  foon  perceiving  it,  immediate- 
ly ordered  all  his  followers  to  do  what 
they  could  to  extinguifh  it,  which  yet  gain- 
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Mkrolla  ed  fo  far  upon  them,  that  in  a Ihort  time 
'-'""YXJ  not  only  the  church  was  burnt  to  the 
ground,  but  the  facrifty  or  veftry.  Don 
Garcia  feem’d  extremely  concern’d,  which 
neverthelefs  was  all  but  feign’d,  he  having 
been  the  contriver  of  all,  as  I was  after- 
wards told  by  father  Michael , who  by  a 
ftratagem  got  out  of  one  of  the  followers, 
that  Don  Garcia  made  the  wifp  of  ftraw 
himfelf,  and  giving  it  to  one  of  the  Ne- 
groes, order’d  him  to  fire  the  church. 
This  he  did  to  make  his  zeal  appear  the 
more  by  his  endeavours  to  quench  the  fire, 
not  thinking  the  flames  would  have  in- 
creafed  as  they  did.  As  a reward  for  this 
great  diligence  of  his  he  was  forthwith 
excommunicated  by  the  faid  miflioner, 
who  foon  after  departed  that  country.  Don 
Garcia  not  long  afterwards  coming  to 
Sogno,  was  abfolved  of  his  fault  by  my 
companion  F.  Benedict,  upon  his  repen- 
tance. 

Whilft  I continued  in  Lemba , which  was 
about  twenty  days,  the  church  was  very 
much  frequented : At  day-break  the  third 
part  of  the  Rofary  was  fung  by  thofe  that 
were  going  journeys,  efpecially  by  the  wo- 
men who  went  to  work  in  the  fields:  Three 
hours  after  the  fame  was  performed  by  the 
better  fort  of  people,  adding  moreover  the 
faints  litany ; and  fometimes  as  often  as 
ever  I could,  I faid  mafs : At  night  was 
fung  the  other  part  of  the  Rofary , together 
with  the  litany  of  our  Lady.  This  pre- 
fent  year  they  kept  Lent  fifteen  days  be- 
fore ours,  by  reafon  they  regulated  it  ac- 
cording to  the  courfe  of  the  moon,  but 
which  they  did  not  let  me  know  for  fear 
I fhould  put  it  off  fifteen  days  longer  ; 
they  neverthelefs  obferved  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  forty  days.  To  prevent  my  com- 
ing to  know  the  conclulion  of  it,  the  fa- 
turday  before  they  came  to  me  With  an 
amufement,  faying.  If  your  reverence  hears 
a great  /hooting  and  Jhouting  to  morrow  morn- 
ings you  muft  know  it  is  on  account  of  fome 
new  acquifition  added  to  our  king’s  dominions. 
I could  not  but  believe  them,  tho’  I knew 
what  they  fpoke  of  happen’d  the  night  I 
came  into  the  city  for  then  the  marquifs 
of  Mattari  enter’d  in  triumph  for  having 
fubdued  two  princes,  whofe  dominion  bor- 
dered on  the  kingdom  of  Micocco  and  the 
fame  night  the  faid  marquifs  came  to  give 
me  welcome,  looking  upon  my  arrival  as  a 
good  omen.  The  next  morning  according 
to  my  information,  whilft  we  were  in  the 
faints  litany,  I heard  a great  firing  of  muf- 
quets,  beating  of  drums,  founding  of  trum- 
pets, and  other  noifes  of  various  inftruments. 
God  forgive  you  (cry’d  I)  for  having  thus 
impos’d  upon  me:  If  I had  but  known  that 
your  Lent  was  at  an  end , I could  have  blef- 
fed  the  palms  lafi  fun  day,  and  all  Jhould  now 


have  been  done  that  was  neceffary  for  a pre- 
paration for  Eafter : Neverthelefs  I have  that 
charity  as  to  difpenfe  my  ble/fngs  to  all  fuch 
as  have  obferved  this  holy  time  faithfully. 

The  mentioning  of  Micocco  puts  me  in 
mind  of  a memorable  ftory  told  me  by  the 
fuperior  father  Thomas  de  Seftola , concern- 
ing a certain  miflioner  who  travelled  into 
this  country,  and  after  having  baptized 
about  fifty  thoufand  fouls  died  there.  His 
name  I have  forgot,  but  the  particulars  of 
his  labours  are  known  to  all. 

This  perfon  would  needs  go  to  wait  on  A comical 
the  king  of  Miccoco , by  whom  having  been  fiery. 
courteoufly  and  kindly  received,  he  began 
to  treat  with  him  about  introducing  the 
chriftian  religion  into  his  dominions.  At 
the  very  firft  propofal  the  king  fhewed  an 
inclination  to  believe  that  was  the  true  faith 
which  the  miflioner  propofed,  and  confe- 
quently  offered  to  be  baptifed : the  prieft  told 
him  that  before  he  could  admit  him  to  the 
font,  he  muft  fubmit  to  be  catechifed:  he 
feemed  very  willing  to  comply  with  what 
was  required,  and  after  having  been  well  in- 
ftrudted,  prepared  himfelf  to  receive  bap- 
tifm  s when  all  of  a fudden  a thought  came 
into  his  head,  fuggefted  no  doubt  by  the  de- 
vil, which  he  delivered  after  this  manner : 

Father , before  I am  baptifed  I would  beg  two 
favours  of  you , which  you  mu/l  not  deny  me, 
and  they  are , firft , to  grant  me  half  of  your 
beard : and  fecondly , To  afford  me  a fuccef- 
for  from  your  loins , for  which  purpofe  I will 
caufe  all  my  women  to  be  brought  before  you , 
to  the  end  you  may  chufe  her  you  like  beft : we 
are  all  mortal  you  know  (proceeded  he)  and 
therefore  if  you  Jhould  either  die , or  take  a 
fancy  to  leave  us , who  J, hall  fupport  or  main- 
tain the  new  religion  which  you  have  planted 
among  us?  To  what  purpofe  Jhould  I fubmit  to 
entertain  a new  law , if  I have  no  profpelt 
of  its  continuance ; Grant  therefore  that  I may 
have  a fan  of  your  body , who  poff effing  his  fa- 
ther’s rare  qualities , may  be  a means  to  tranf- 
mit  this  dolirine  more  fecurely  to  pofterity.  I 
muft  beg  of  you  not  to  refufe  me , for  I cannot 
confent  to  be  baptifed  if  you  do.  The  modeft 
father  was  much  furprifed,  and  fmiling, 
anfwered,  That  the  ftrangenefs  of  his  re- 
queft  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  he  could 
neither  gratify  him  in  one  nor  the  other  of 
his  defires.  The  king’s  reafon  for  his  firft 
requeftwas,  only  that  he  might  lay  up  the 
hair,  and  fhew  it  upon  occafion  to  have 
belonged  to  the  introducer  of  the  chriftian 
religion  into  his  country  *,  and  who  knows 
but  his  fubjedts  out  of  blind  zeal  might 
have  worfhipped  it?  The  fecond  needs  no 
explaining.  ’Tis  certain  we  have  been  al- 
ways exceeding  cautious  how  we  let  the 
Negroes  have  any  thing  from  us,  that  they 
might  probably  pay  adoration  to.  As 
concerning  the  befprementioned  bull  called 
i bv 
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by  the  Conghefes  of  the  bleffed  facrament, 
and  their  lighting  candles  when  they  open 
it,  the  Portuguefe  nuncio  was  acquain- 
ted with  it,  and  anfwered,  that  that  vene- 
rable effigies  being  on  it,  the  people 
might  be  permitted  in  their  fimplicity  to 
worffiip  it. 

When  I had  been  about  eight  days  at 
Lemba , I was  feized  with  a double  tertian 
ague,  and  moreover  broke  out  from  the 
navel  upwards  in  fo  many  boils  and  fcabs, 
that  I had  not  the  leaft  reft  either  night  or 
day.  But  my  greateft  trouble  was,  the 
want  of  an  interpreter  to  adminifter  the  fa- 
crament of  penance,  which  I had  not  pro- 
vided, becaufe  the  letters  fent  me  were  well 
writ,  and  the  language  good.  The  fecre- 
tary  was  old,  and  a boy  I had  with  me 
too  young  to  be  trufted  with  confeffions. 
Whilft  I was  thus  Tick,  I was  not  only  fre- 
quently vifited  by  the  king  himfelf,  but  he 
would  likewife  fend  every  fix  hours  to 
know  how  I did : the  queen  alfo,  and  the 
infanta  Donna  Monica  fent  often  to  enquire 
after  my  health,  and  withal  prefented  me 
with  feveral  refreffiments.  Having  a mind 
to  be  let  blood,  the  king’s  uncle  would 
needs  do  that  office  for  me,  not  caring  to 
truft  any  body  elfe,  which  he  performed 
with  that  nicenefs  that  I fcarce  felt  the  lance 
enter  my  vein:  this,  with  the  help  of  a 
certain  purge  I brought  from  Venice , did 
me  a great  deal  of  good.  Being  fomewhat 
recovered  of  my  indifpofition,  I forthwith 
refolved  to  be  gone,  and  in  order  thereto 
made  the  king  acquainted  with  my  inten- 
tions: he  feemed  much  difpleafed,  butnot- 
withftanding,  perceiving  my  refolutions 
was  fain  to  acquiefce.  I told  him  I did  not 
intend  to  go  by  the  way  of  Boma  for  fe- 
veral reafons,  but  defign’d  to  go  by  Sogno, 
to  the  end  I might  meet  with  the  fmack 
if  I could  poffible:  I begg’d  of  him  he 
would  fend  fome  of  his  people  along  with 
me  to  conduft  me  as  far  as  Chiova , a coun- 
try belonging  to  Sogno , or  to  Zariambala , 
an  ifland  of  the  fame  dominions.  His  an- 
fwer  was,  that  he  would  willingly  comply 
with  any  reafonable  requeft  of  mine,  but 
much  wonder’d  at  my  fo  fudden  departure, 
efpecially  if  I defign’d  to  go  without  tak- 
ing leave  of  his  mother.  I told  his  ma- 
jefty, that  the  reafon  I had  not  hitherto 
done  it  was  on  account  of  my  indifpofition, 
of  which  I was  but  juft  then  recovered, 
but  then  I defigned  to  wait  on  her,  God 
willing,  that  very  night.  Purfuant  to  my 
promife  I went  not  long  after  towards  her 
majefty’s  court,  and  at  my  firft  entrance 
I met  two  fervants  with  torches,  in  the  fe- 
cond  room  two  more  with  four  fervants, 
and  two  in  the  third  with  more  attendants, 
it  being  night:  They  introduced  me  into 
the  queen’s  prefence,  whom  I found  fitting 
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wrapt  up  in  a cloke,  which  was  likewife  Merolla 
thrown  under  her  arm,  having  nothing  '-'"VN J 
but  her  fmock  under  it,  and  her  daughter 
fitting  on  a carpet  by  her.  After  having 
addrefs’d  my  felf  briefly  to  her  by  way  of 
taking  leave,  ffie  ftarted  up  in  a paffion, 
and  fetting  her  hands  to  her  fides,  faid. 

What  will  the  world  fay , if  after  having  ob- 
tained a minijler  of  the  gofpel  with  fo  great 
difficulty , we  fhould  part  with  him  fo  eafly  ? 

No,  no,  it  muft  not  be:  I will  fpeak  to  the 
king  my  fon,  that  he  by  no  means  fhall  fuffer 
you  to  go.  Madam  (replied  I fmiling)  if 
your  majefty  has  done  me  the  honour  to  buy  me, 

I defire  to  know  in  what  pombo  or  market 
it  was,  and  what  you  gave  for  me,  that  I may 
reftore  the  price  to  you,  with  thanks,  for  be 
gone  I muft.  The  hearing  of  this  caufed 
no  fmall  laughter  in  the  company,  efpe- 
cially in  the  queen  herfelf.  1 added  further. 

If  I am  not  fuffer  ed  to  tranfport  my  felf  to  Lo- 
anda,  how  can  I pretend  to  bring  about  what 
I have  promifed,  and  you  fo  earneftly  defire  ? 

This  faid,  I was  immediately  difmifs’d.  The 
name  of  this  queen  was  Donna  Potentiana, 
her  nature  agreeing  therewith,  having  al- 
ways endeavour’d  to  be  powerful,  and  a 
great  enemy  to  the  queen-dowager  Donna 
Anna , and  to  Donna  Agnes  another  queen. 

Thefe  three  women  have  often  put  this  poor 
kingdom  into  a flame,  each  having  defir’d 
to  have  her  hufband  crowned,  and  for 
that  purpofe  did  all  feparately  endeavour 
to  get  a Capuchin  miffioner  amongft  them, 
which  has  occafioned  the  death  of  fo  ma- 
ny priefts,  and  made  our  fuperior  not  very 
ready  to  let  any  miffioners  go  to  Congo. 

Being  juft  upon  fetting  out  on  my  jour-  ^kepre- 
ney,  the  king  offered  me  a prefent 
flaves,  which  I refufed,  telling  his  majefty  tber's 
that  we  had  more  than  fufficient  in  our  con-  journey. 
vent  at  Sogno:  I neverthelefs  accepted  one 
to  wait  on  me  during  my  journey,  tho* 

I had  thirteen  at  home  whom  I employ’d 
in  the  fervice  of  the  church,  and  in  that 
of  thofe  that  came  to  vifit  us.  His  ma- 
jefty feeing  I had  refufed  his  offer  of  flaves, 
refolved  to  fend  fome  people  to  accompany 
me,  which  indeed  I defir’d,  among  whom 
were  two  of  his  relations,  to  the  end  that 
I might  be  the  better  receiv’d  where-ever 
I came.  Over  and  above  the  two  things 
formerly  mention’d,  I requefted  two  favours 
more  of  the  king,  and  they  were,  firft. 

That  I might  have  leave  to  level  that  ob- 
fcene  and  facrilegious  place  beforementi- 
oned,  if  it  were  yet  in  being,  where  fo 
many  forceries  and  villanies  had  been  prac- 
tis’d: And,  fecondly,  That  I might  take 
away  the  banners  from  the  burial-places 
in  the  fields,  being  both  fuperftitious  and 
blameable.  Having  obtained  thefe  my 
demands,  I took  my  leave  of  his  majefty 
and  departed. 
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Merolla  When  we  were  got  as  far  as  the  river 
which  bounds  the  kingdom  of  Congo  that 
way,  my  companions  and  followers  being 
many,  lome  armed  with  guns,  and  others 
with  long  pikes,  after  the  manner  of  the 
country,  by  reafon  we  had  no  boats  on 
that  fide,  we  made  figns  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  to  come  and  fetch  us  over  in 
their  canoos.  When  this  was  done,  our 
people  call’d  three  aflemblies  among  them- 
lelves,  I not  being  able  toguefs  at  the  con- 
clufionsof  either,  tho’  I partly  thought  that 
the  reafon  muft  have  been,  either  that  they 
were  afraid  of  being  render’d  fufpe&ed  by 
coming  arm’d,  or  elfe  that  they  did  not 
care  to  venture  themfelves  in  the  dominions 
of  Sogno,  out  of  a diftruft  they  had  of  the 
people.  At  laft  three  canoos  came  over, 
but  not  near  fufficient  to  tranfport  all  of  us: 
Into  one  of  thefe  having  put  me  with  my 
interpreter,  they  prom ifed  they  would  foon 
follow,  but  were  worfe  than  their  words ; 
for  leaving  me  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and 
tide,  they  went  their  ways,  and  having 
reached  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the 
tnani  of  the  place  propofed  to  me  to  flay 
there  all  night  to  baptize  fome  children, 
and  next  morning  I Ihould  be  going  as 
early  as  I pleafed  onwards  of  my  journey. 
This  propofal  was  not  at  all  difpleafing  to 
me,  efpecially  fince  I had  a more  than  or- 
dinary defire  to  fee  whether  the  Conghefe 
people  would  follow  me  or  not ; thofe  two 
that  were  of  the  king’s  relations  having 
promifed  me  that  they  would  condudt  me 
as  far  as  our  convent  in  the  banza  of  Sogno. 
As  foon  as  morning  came,  the  mani  thun- 
der’d in  my  ears,  'That  if  I would  needs  be 
gone  I muft  unloofe  my  purfe -ft  rings  before  I 
entered  the  boat  again:  With  all  my  heart 
(quoth  I)  altho’  I had  already  fatisfy’d 
thofe  watermen  that  brought  me  over. 
Tell  me  (faid  I)  how  much  you  demand , and 
you  fhall  have  it.  Fifteen  libonchi  (reply’d 
he)  which  are  about  ten  Roman  giulios. 
When  I was  about  to  pay  him  what  he  de- 
manded, he  cry’d  he  muft  have  thirty  li- 
bonchi, having  been  miftaken  before.  There 
are  thirty  for  you  (anfwer’d  I)  which  having 
laid  down,  up  ftarts  a fellow  and  cries,  ’Tis 
a fign  the  mani  has  not  been  very  converfant 
in  wateridge , fince  he  takes  thirty  for  what 
he  fhould  have  threefcore.  Be  they  ten  times 
as  much  I will  -pay  them  ( reply’d  I)  fince 
once  paying  goes  for  all.  This  faid,  I laid 
clown  the  full  of  what  they  demanded,  and 
went  into  the  boat.  Towards  night  when 
I thought  we  were  got  near  the  land  of  Sog- 
no, I difcovered  an  ifiand  where  the  water- 
men immediately  run  afhore.  I was  not 
landed  when  a monftrous  fellow,  with  a 
countenance  like  to  a great  ugly  wizard, 
came  up  to  me,  and  told  me  in  a haughty 
tone,  that  he  had  orders  from  the  fecretary 


of  Congo  to  bring  me  afhore.  How  can  that 
be  (reply’d  I)  when  I left  the  fecretary  of  Con- 
go in  Congo  my  felf,  how  then  fhould  he  come 
here?  I fay  (reply’d  he)  the  fecretary  of  the 
kingdom  of  Congo  requires  your  prefence.  Now 
it  leems  the  mani  of  this  place  laid  claim 
to  that  title.  I anfwer’d  then  this  proud 
meflenger,  Pray  tell  the  fecretary  your  mafter , 
that  I defire  to  be  excufed  from  waiting  on 
him , being  not  well , and  befides  going  to  Sog- 
no for  recovery  of  my  health.  He  came  a 
fecond  time,  and  more  importunately  than 
before  commanded  me  to  come  afhore: 
Whereupon  I defired  him  with  that  meek- 
nefs  that  became  me  to  acquaint  his  lord 
that  I was  amiffioner,  and,  tho’  unworthy, 
fuperior  of  the  miffion  into  Sogno , being 
juft  come  from  Congo , where  I had  three 
hundred  arm’d  men  afiign’d  me  by  the  king 
Simantamba  for  fafe  condudl,  all  whom  I 
had  neverthelefs  fometime  fince  parted  with, 
for  the  truth  whereof  I appeal  to  the  wa- 
termen that  brought  me.  The  mani  or  fe- 
cretary hearing  this,  call’d  for  the  water- 
men to  inform  himfelf  of  the  truth,  who 
attefting  what  I faid,  he  then  fent  for  a Sog- 
nefe  to  fee  if  he  knew  me,  who  confirming 
what  he  had  heard  before,  he  immediately 
difpatched  away  this  Mufcilongo  or  Sognefe 
to  me,  to  beg  of  me  for  God’s  fake  that 
I would  come  to  him  •,  or  that  if  I fo  pleas’d, 
he  would  come  in  perfon  to  fetch  me,  ex- 
cufing  himfelf  for  having  fent  fo  faucy  and 
ill-bred  a meflenger  at  firft,  who  having 
exceeded  his  orders  fhould  be  furely  pu- 
nifhed.  This  language  is  fomething  like  (quoth 
I)  and  fince  he  intreats  me  for  God’j  fake, 
in  God’j  name  will  I go  to  him.  Then  after 
having  recommended  my  felf  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Almighty,  I went  afhore. 

The  mani  gave  me  to  underftand  that  he 
would  come  forthwith  to  pay  me  a vifit, 
but  I defir’d  the  perfon  that  brought  me 
the  mefiage,  to  acquaint  his  mafter  that 
betimes  in  the  morning  I would  wait 
on  him  without  giving  him  the  trouble 
of  incommoding  himfelf  by  a night-vifit 
to  me.  He  treated  me  with  a goat, 
fruit,  and  a pot  of  the  country  wine,  to- 
gether with  a flafk  of  brandy  mixt  like  a 
julep,  which  I could  not  imagine  how  he 
could  get,  and  for  the  thirty  libonchi' s I 
had  paid  his  fubjects  he  reftored  me  fixty. 

The  fame  hour  of  my  arrival  I began  to 
baptize  near  a houfe  where  the  miftrefs  was 
a bed.  In  the  court  of  this  houfe  were  1 ' 
planted  feveral  gourds  with  leaves  like  un- 
to ours,  but  the  fruit  was  green  and  pulpy, 
and  of  an  excellent  tafte.  This  court  be- 
ing not  well  able  to  contain  the  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  that  throng’d  thither,  they 
muft  neceffarily  exceedingly  trample  the 
woman’s  ground : She  began  to  bawl  out 
therefore  as  if  fhe  were  mad,  but  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  taking  little  or  no  notice  of  her,  crowded 
rather  the  clofer.  Whilft  I was  adminiftring 
the  holy  facrament  of  baptifin,  this  woman 
cry’d  out  with  greater  vehemence  than  be- 
fore, which  caufed  me  to  hold  out  my  ftaff 
to  her,  wherewith  I fupported  my  felf,  be- 
ing fcarce  able  to  ftand,  to  make  her  quiet, 
not  knowing  at  that  time  that  fhe  was  the 
real  miftrefs  of  the  houfe : When  fhe,  either 
taking  that  fign  for  a threat,  a thing  always 
abhorred  by  me,  or  elfe  moved  by  fome 
other  wicked  defign,  catch’d  up  a fpade 
angrily,  and  fell  to  digging  round  her 
ground  where  the  people  were  (an  aftion 
always  fuperftitioufly  obferved  by  them) 
without  any  body  fo  much  as  fpeaking  a 
word  againft  it : After  fhe  had  fo  done,  fhe 
began  to  bawl  out  again  as  if  fhe  had  been 
bewitched.  I perceiving  her  to  perftft  in 
her  obftinacy,  made  the  fame  fign  to  her 
as  before  to  be  quiet,  whereupon  fhe  im- 
mediately run  as  hard  as  fhe  could  drive 
to  call  a witch  to  bewitch  me:  as  fhe  ran 
along  fhe  cry’d  to  her  felf.  What  Jhall  a 
fir  anger  thus  abufe  a native  ? Muft  I be  drove 
out  of  my  own  houfe  by  I know  not  who  ? No, 
no,  if  I cannot  get  him  away  by  fair  means , 
l will  have  his  foul  out  of  his  body  by  foul. 
She  foon  after  appeared  again,  bringing 
along  with  her  a witch  and  a fcholar  of 
hers.  As  foon  as  the  people  were  gone, 
thefe  two  laid  themfelves  down  on  the 
ground,  leaning  againft  a wall.  I knew  them 
well  enough  to  be  what  they  were  by  the  fa- 
fhion  of  their  clothes:  On  their  heads  they 
had  a piece  of  cloth  folded  round  like  a tur- 
ban, fo  that  one  eye  was  only  to  be  feen ; 
with  this  the  old  witch  looked  ftedfaftly  upon 
me  for  fome  time,  grumbling  after  a bru- 
tifh  manner  to  herfelf  all  the  while:  Then 
with  her  hand  fhe  proceeded  to  fcrape  a 
fmall  hole  in  the  ground  •,  at  the  fight 
of  this  I immediately  order’d  my  interpreter 
to-be  gone,  being  more  concerned  for  him 
than  my  felf ; for  as  a prieft  that  had  al- 
ways trufted  in  God,  I doubted  not  but 
to  render  her  charms  ineffedtual  as  to  my 
felf.  I commanded  the  devil  that  he  fhould 
not  come  near,  but  fhe  little  regarding 
what  I did,  went  on  with  her  forceries.  I 
order’d  the  evil  fpirits  a fecond  time  to  be 
gone,  which  fire  perceiving,  giving  her 
fcholar  a lufty  flap  over  the  face,  fhe  bid 
her  be  gone  and  leave  her  alone : At  my 
third  command  fhe  departed  alfo,  but  re- 
turn’d next  morning  betimes,  praftifing 
over  her  devilifh  arts  as  before.  I refolved 
not  to  ftand  long  in  one  place,  thereby  to 
avoid  the  defign  fhe  had  upon  me  to  bewitch 
me  to  death,  that  having  been  the  reafon 
of  her  making  a hole  in  the  earth.  It  feems 
their  cuftom  is,  that  when  they  have  a mind 
to-  bewitch  any  one  mortally,  they  put  a 
certain  herb  or  plant  into  the  hole  they 
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have  fo  dug  ; which,  as  it  per iflies  and  de-  Merolla 
cays,  fo  the  vigor  and  fpirits  of  the  per- 
fon  they  have  a defign  upon  will  fail  and 
decay.  I propofed  to  my  felf  to  fpend  my 
time  in  baptizing,  till  the  watermen  that 
belonged  to  my  boat  returned  to  me  ; buc 
it  fo  happened  that  I had  done  all  that  I had 
to  do  before  any  one  of  them  came.  I then 
went  down  to  the  river-fide  a little  way  di- 
ftant,  whither  the  witch  followed  me : When 
I had  gone  down  thrice,  endeavouring  all  a- 
long  to  avoid  her,  and  finding  I could  not,  I 
fat  me  down  by  the  water-  fide  in  expeilation 
of  the  watermens  coming : This  the  hag  per- 
ceiving, fhe  likewife  fquat  herfelf  down  over 
againft  me.  The  people  being  curious  to 
know  what  would  be  the  event  of  this  con- 
teft,  had  hid  themfelves  in  an  adjoining 
field  of  millet,  which  grew  about  ten  or 
twelve  hands  high,  which  I knew  nothing 
of.  Whilft  I was  thus  fitting,  and  obferv- 
ing  that  vile  wretch  fo  near  me,  it  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  faying  of  the  wife  man, 

Mulier  nequam  plaga  mortis : A wicked  wo- 
man is  a deadly  wound.  Then  I addrefs’d 
my  felf  to  God,  faying,  O Lord , the  caufe 
is  thine , thy  honour  lies  at  flake , and  fo  rnuch 
the  rather  by  reafon  that  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifiand  are  but  very  little  acquainted  with 
&f!p!  As  for  me,  I am  but  a poor  worm  in 
refpedl  of  thy  majefty : Do  thou  work  in  me, 
for  without  thee  I can  do  nothing.  This  faid, 

I commanded  her  once  more  in  the  name 
of  the  blefled  Trinity  and  the  holy  Virgin 
to  be  gone,  and  withal  blowing  gently  to- 
wards her,  fhe  all  of  a fudden  giving  three 
leaps,  and  howling  thrice,  fled  away  in  a 
trice.  The  fwiftnefs  of  her  motions  were 
fo  extraordinary,  that  they  were  wonder’d 
at  by  all  that  faw  them,  and  thought  im- 
poflible  to  be  performed  by  any  human 
power.  When  the  witch  began  to  fly,  the 
people  came  forth  of  their  holes,  and  run- 
ning after  her  with  feveral  reproachful  ex- 
clamations, cry’d  out,  The  devil  is  fled  and 
the  'prieft  not  moved:  The  devil  take  all  witches 
and  witchcraft.  I being  furprized  at  the 
hearing  of  fo  great  a number  of  voices  in 
my  favour,  gave  immediate  thanks  to  the 
fupreme  Difpofer  of  all  things,  and  more 
efpecially  when  I heard  them  cry  further, 

God  profper  Chriftianity ! God  profper  Chri- 
ftianity ! 

Soonafrer  the  watermen  appeared,  whom  p^efather 
I thought  to  have  hid  themfelves  likewife  returns  to 
as  the  others  had  done,  but  it  feems  they  Sogno. 
had  not:  I gave  them  all  the  good  words 
I could,  that  they  might  go  off  prefently, 
which  they  did  not  long  after.  The  fecond 
night  after  our  leaving  this  place,  we  came 
to  the  ifland  of  Zariambola  belonging  to 
Sogno,  where  I thought  my  felf  fecure: 

As  I went  up  the  canal,  before  I landed, 

I met  with  a nephew  of  the  count’s,  whom 

I ac- 
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^erolla  I acquainted  that  I was  juft  come  from 
Congo  with  good  news  for  the  county  of 
SognO.  This  was  not  fpoken  to  a deaf 
perfon,  for  it  was  immediately  carried  to 
the  count’s  ears.  Next  morning  the  mani 
of  the  place  pretended  that  he  would  pro- 
vide me  another  boat  to  tranfport  me  far- 
ther, but  after  a good  deal  of  time  loft 
none  appeared.  It  was  my  good  fortune 
that  the  aforefaid  relation  of  the  count’s 
happen’d  to  return  again  that  way,  who 
perceiving  that  I had  been  made  a fool 
of  and  abufed  by  the  mani , fell  into  a great 
paflion,  and  kicking  againft  the  ground, 
began  to  reprove  him  after  this  manner; 
Is  it  thus  that  you  behave  your  [elf  in  my  un- 
cle's bufinefs?  I will  take  care  that  as  foon 
as  I get  to  Sogno  you  [hall  be  fure  to  be  de- 
prived of  your  government.  The  mani  began 
to  excufe  himfelf,  affirming  that  he  had 
affigned  me  a fufficient  number  of  water- 
men, and  that  if  I were  not  gone  it  muft 
have  been  their  fault.  Coming  to  an  an- 
chor afterwards  about  midnight  in  the 
port  of  Pinda , my  boats-crew  fled,  not 
giving  me  an  opportunity  to  return  their 
ldndnefs.  I then  landed,  and  went  ftrait- 
way  to  our  convent.  Next  morning  the 
count,  with  a greater  attendance  than  or- 
dinary, came  to  fee  and  welcome  me  home. 
As  foon  as  I faw  him,  I broke  forth  into 
thefe  words.  Did  not  1 tell  your  excellency , that 
if  I could  not  well  accomplifh  my  miffion  by 
land , I would  do  it  by  water?  When  he, 
without  anfwering  me  a word,  fell  down 
immediately  on  the  ground  to  kifs  my 
feet,  which  he  would  needs  do,  tho’  I 
hinder’d  him  all  I could,  and  my  brethren 
that  were  then  prefent  much  wonder’d  at 
it.  Being  much  affiamed  of  what  he  had 
done,  I prefently  lifted  him  up,  and  we 
afterwards  ftepp’d  afide  to  difcourfe  of 
the  particulars  of  my  expedition.  I ac- 
quainted his  excellency  with  what  had 
pafs’d  between  me  and  Don  John  Siman- 
tamba , concerning  the  reftoring  of  Chio- 
vachianza.  He  feemed  very  well  pleafed 
with  the  news,  and  faid,  that  was  what 
he  had  moft  deflred.  I then  advifed  him 
to  re-eftablifh  Don  Garcia , who  at  that 
time  lived  within  his  dominions.  Which 
council  of  mine  he  readily  agreed  with, 
having  been  all  along  hitherto  forced  to 
maintain  him  at  his  own  charge,  and  con- 
trary to  his  inclinations,  only  through  po- 
licy. As  foon  as  our  private  difcourfe  was 
at  an  end,  father  Andrew  da  Pavia , one 
of  the  two  miffioners  that  I had  left  be- 
hind me,  told  me,  that  there  was  a Dutch 
fliip  ready  to  fet  fail  for  Loanda , and  that 
if  I thought  fit  I might  take  that  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  fo  much  good  news  to  our 
fuperior  there,  and  the  governor.  To 
which  I anfwered,  that  I did  not  much 


care  to  go  fo  quickly  to  fea  again,  de- 
firing rather  to  repofe  my  felf  till  the  re- 
turn of  the  fmack  from  Loango , according 
to  my  promife  given  the  commander  there- 
of. Hereupon  father  Andrew  undertook 
himfelf  what  I refufed,  and  in  order  there- 
to took  leave  of  the  count  that  very  mi- 
nute. Making  this  voyage  in  a Dutch  fliip, 
which  are  commonly  pretty  good  failors, 
he  returned  to  us  again  in  lefs  than  a month’s 
time.  Having  brought  the  news  to  the  go- 
vernor, he  faid,  he  embraced  him  heartily, 
and  told  him,  he  could  never  have  wiffied 
for  any  thing  better,  fince  the  way  would 
probably  be  now  opened  to  Congo , to  the 
great  benefit  of  the  Portuguefes. 

In  confirmation  of  this  I muft  further 
add,  that  when  I was  going  a fecond  time 
to  Sogno  from  Loanda , as  I was  taking 
leave  of  the  governor,  he  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  me  to  procure  leave  from  the 
count  for  the  Portuguefes  to  trade  within 
his  dominions.  When  the  farmers  of  the 
king’s  revenue  that  flood  by,  anfwer’d ; 

A free  trade  with  Sogno  can  fignify  little  or 
nothing  to  us , that  country  being  like  a large 
tree , where  nothing  is  to  be  met  with  but 
branches  and  leaves ; when  a voyage  to  Con- 
go would  furnijh  us  with  not  only  leaves  but 
fruit. 

Lobo  the  late  governor  of  Loanda , whilft  PfaP- 
he  was  in  office,  acquainted  the  royal  cha?n- 
ber , that  he  deflred  to  have  the  crown  of fairs  of 
Congo  in  his  pofleffion ; but  whatever  di-  Congo, 
ligence  was  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe, 
it  could  by  no  means  be  found.  Then  he 
commanded  a new  one  to  be  made  of  filver 
gilt,  to  the  end  that  when  the  Conghefe  em- 
baflador  came  for  it,  he  might  have  it  ready 
to  give  him.  The  king  of  Portugal  com- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  the  crown’s  be- 
ing loft,  writ  both  to  the  biffiop  and  go- 
vernor, that  they  ffiould  make  it  their  bu- 
finefs to  find  out  in  whole  hands  it  was 
laft,  and  puniffi  him  as  if  he  had  ftolen  it. 

Father  Andrew , through  the  fhort  warn- 
ing he  had  of  his  journey,  was  not  able 
to  give  any  account  when  the  Conghefe  em- 
baflador was  to  arrive  ; but  afterwards,  at 
the  return  of  the  fmack  from  Loango,  I go- 
ing to  Loanda  in  it,  acquainted  the  gover- 
nor that  it  would  be  in  the  month  of 
Auguft.  Augujl  came,  yet  no  embaflador 
appeared,  which  made  us  miffioners  not  a 
little  concerned,  having  given  out  every 
where  that  he  would  certainly  come  then. 

A little  after  meeting  with  fome  Negroes 
newly  come  from  Congo  to  this  city,  they 
informed  us  that  they  had  met  the  embaf- 
fador  on  the  road  with  a great  retinue. 

The  Sognefe  embaflador  being  likewile  in 
this  city  at  that  time,  to  congratulate  the 
biffiop’s  accefs  to  the  biffioprick,  had  in- 
formation that  he  was  flopp’d  by  the  duke  j 
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of  BambcC s orders,  as  he  came  thro’  his 
dominions,  that  prince  having  been  always 
an  enemy  to  Congo , on  account  of  his  pre- 
tences to  that  crown,  founded  on  his  def- 
cent  from  Donna  Anna , one  of  the  before- 
mentioned  rival-queens.  The  Portuguefes 
were  fatisfy’d  with  his  fending,  and  all 
things  had  taken  effect,  but  for  fome  trou- 
bles that  enfued : For  the  new  governor  was 
about  making  war  on  the  queen  of  Singa, 
who  had  deftroyed  a territory  belonging 
to  the  Portuguefes  with  fire  and  fword,  and 
carry’d  away  the  fova , or  lord  of  it,  and 
his  wife  into  flavery. 

Amongft  other  fervices  done  the  king  of 
Portugal , by  Lewis  Lobo  the  former  gover- 
nor of  Loanda , one  was,  that  he  laid  the 
firft  foundation  of  a communication  with 
Congo , and  rendered  that  kingdom  depen- 
dent upon  Portugal , as  likewife  made  a 
crown  for  the  king  thereof,  at  his  own 
proper  coils.  The  crowning  of  this  king 
we  did  not  doubt  fhortly  to  effedt,  not- 
withllanding  what  had  happened,  efpecial- 
ly  fince  father  Andrew  da  Pavia  was  nego- 
tiating earnellly  about  it. 

Whilft  this  was  in  agitation,  the  father 
fuperior,  with  the  reft  of  us,  did  all  that 
in  us  lay  to  promote  the  replanting  of  Chri- 
ftianity  in  Cacongo,  calling  in  to  our  affif- 
tance  the  governor  himfelf,  and  the  Royal 
Chamber , who  were  fo  well  affedted  to  our 
propofals,  that  they  told  us,  that  whatever 
fmall  benefit  they  could  propofe  to  them- 
felves  by  traffick  with  this  kingdom,  yet 
would  they  afiift  us  to  their  power  in  the 
introducing  of  Chriftianity  there ; and  that 
the  firft  Ihips  they  had  at  liberty  Ihould  be 
employ’d  in  that  million.  The  new  gover- 
nor was  extremely  diligent  in  furthering 
this  affair,  and  the  bifhop  rather  more  than 
he.  I told  them  that  not  only  Portuguefe, 
but  likewife  Italian  priefts  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  alienate  the  minds  of  that  people 
from  jealoufies  and  fufpicions.  To  the 
fame  purpofe  I had  formerly  writ  to  the 
then  vice-fuperior,  father  Jofeph  Maria  da 
Bufetto,  when  I was  fent  for  by  the  king  of 
Cacongo, and  he  had  fent  my  faid  letter  to  the 
facred  college.  Our  father  fuperior  like- 
wife had  difpatch’d  my  fecond  letters  to  the 
fame  college,  which  I fent  to  him  on  the 
fame  account. 

Matters  being  thus  difpofed,  a certain 
head  of  a convent  in  this  city,  having  been 
fully  informed  by  Ferdinand  Gomez  of  the 
king  of  Cacongo'1  % inclinations  to  embrace 
the  chriftian  faith,  refolved  to  take  the 
talk  of  preaching  it  to  him  upon  himfelf. 
For  this  end  he  gave  out,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  fuperiors  to  tranfport 
himfelf  to  Capinda , well  knowing  that  I 
could  not  go  by  reafon  of  an  infirmity  I 
then  laboured  under.  He  alfo  procured 
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letters  from  our  fuperior,  to  recommend  Meroll* 
him  to  our  convent  at  Sogno  where  he  was 
confequently  very  courteoufly  received. 

Thence  he  fent  a Portuguefe  prieft,  his  com- 
panion, to  Cacongo,  enjoining  him  to  fpeak 
with  the  king.  Without  this  perfon  he 
could  neyer  have  had  any  hopes  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  million,  being  not  at  all  fkill’d 
in  the  Conghefe  language,  which  this  prieft 
fpoke  very  well.  He  neverthelefs  could 
not  obtain  the  fpeech  of  the  king,  which 
caufed  him  to  write  to  him  in  his  luperior’s 
name  ; but  getting  no  anfwer,  he  began  to 
defpair:  Whereupon  returing  back,  they 
both  came  again  with  Ihame  to  Loanda. 

Afterwards  fashzx  Andrew  da  Pavia  took 
upon  him  to  write  to  the  faid  king,  figni- 
fying  to  him  that  he  would  come  and  bap- 
tize his  majelty,  whenever  he  Ihould  pleafe 
to  appoint  him.  It  was  reported  about  this 
time  that  all  foreign  miffioners  were  to  de- 
part by  order  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and 
that  all  our  convents  were  to  be  furrendered 
to  thofe  (a  bad  report  for  us  Capuchins , as 
you  Ihall  hear  more  hereafter)  of  theaforefaid 
order.  Whereupon  the  aforefaid  fuperior, 
tho’  he  did  not  well  care  that  Pavia  Ihould 
go,  yet  that  he  might  prepare  the  way  for 
him,  and  build  a convent  there,  he  earneft- 
ly  prefs’d  him  to  it.  At  Pavia's  arrival 
the  king  fent  him  word,  that  he  could  not 
confent  to  fee  him,  having  formerly  given 
his  promife  to  me  whom  he  expected  ; and 
that  with  me  he  looked  not  only  for  an 
exercife  of  the  facred  miniftry,  but  like- 
wife for  trade  and  commerce,  by  means 
of  a merchant  I was  to  bring  along  with  me 
to  fettle  in  his  dominions  for  that  purpofe. 

Among  all  the  kingdoms  which  I have 
feen  in  this  part  of  Ethiopia,  none  pleafed 
me  fo  much,  either  for  commodioufnefs 
or  profit,  as  this  of  Cacongo  ; which  good 
qualities  enclined  not  a few  befides  my  felf 
to  be  defirous  of  going  thither.  The  com- 
modioufnefs of  it  con  lifts  of  its  lying  be- 
tween three  ports  much  frequented  by  ftran- 
gers.  The  firft  and  moft  famous  of  thefe 
is  that  of  Loango , the  fecond  that  of  Ca- 
pinda, and  the  third  and  laft  that  of  Cacon- 
go it  felf,  but  which  is  not  very  fecure. 

This  kingdom  for  the  moft  part  is  flat, 
with  an  air  indifferently  wholefome,  and  a 
foil  not  unfruitful,  by  reafon  of  frequent 
Ihowers,  and  the  mould  being  generally 
black,  whereas  in  other  parts  of  ALthiopia 
is  is  either  fandy  or  chalky.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country,  confidering  they  have 
been  born  pagans,  are  more  courteous  and 
humane  than  ordinary ; and  tho’  they  are 
infidels,  they  cherilh  and  refpedt  our  priefts. 

Whilft  the  plague  was  amongft  them,  they 
burnt  their  idols,  faying,  If  they  will  not 
help  us  in  fuch  a misfortune  as  this,  when  can 
we  expelt  they  fhould?  This  paffage  I heard 
8 I whilft 
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Merolla  whilft  I was  in  Sognd and  it  grieved  me 
extremely  that  I had  not  opportunity  to 
go,  and  further  fuch  good  motions  in  them 
for  their  fouls  fakes.  Thus  much  for  Ca- 
congo  and  its  inhabitants. 

I mull  now  give  fome  Ihort  account  of 
An  account  the  kingdom  of  Angola , tho’  I have  been 
of  Ango-  oniy  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
la‘  vinces  of  Dante  and  Bengo. 

Before  we  proceed,  let  us  ftop  a while 
Loanda.  in  the  city  of  Loanda , where  I have  been 
three  times,  once  upon  bufinefs,  and  the 
other  two  times  I lay  there  a great  while 
Tick.  Tofpeak  only  of  what  I know,  Lo- 
anda is  the  metropolis,  not  only  of  this, 
but  of  all  other  neighbouring  kingdoms 
that  belong  to  the  Portuguefes.  Here  refides 
the  bilhop  of  Congo  and  Angola , together 
with  a chapter  of  about  eight  or  nine  ca- 
nons. The  governor  of  this  city  precedes 
all  others  in  any  of  the  Portuguefes  conquefts 
in  Ethiopia.  Here  are  three  convents  of  reli- 
gious perfons,  viz.  one  of  jefuits,  another 
of  bare-foot  Carmelites  and  a third  of  fri- 
ars of  the  third  order  of  S.  Francis.  As  to 
thefe  two  laft,  the  Carmelites  have  a mif- 
fion  out  of  the  city  in  the  faid  kingdom, 
where  at  prefent  lives  a fecular  prieft,  thro’ 
the  great  fcarcity  of  regulars.  Among  the 
jefuits  there  was  a famous  miffioner,  adorn- 
ed with  many  good  qualities,  and  a virtu- 
ous life,  who  travelling  about  indefatiga- 
bly  into  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  throw 
down  and  grub  up  the  idols  and  trees  that 
the  pagans  worlhiped,  was  thought  to  have 
been  made  away  by  fome  of  thofe  people. 
Here  is  likewife  a houfe  of  our  order, 
where  our  father  fuperior  refides,  who  is 
thence  to  fupport  the  millions  by  the  cha- 
rity of  the  good  people  there.  Our  church 
here  is  more  than  ordinarily  frequented  on 
account  of  its  being  dedicated  to  the  glo- 
rious St.  Anthony  of  Lifbon,  fo  called  by 
the  Portuguefes  •,  as  likewife  that  there  are 
jeveral  martyrs  bodies  kept  in  it,  which 
have  been  tranfported  hither  from  Rome. 
It  is  a royal  chapel,  and  has  two  congre- 
gations of  the  Rofary , allowed  by  the  Do- 
minicans who  have  no  abode  here.  Here 
three  times  a week  is  fung  a third  part  of 
the  Rofary , and  three  times  more  through- 
out the  year  difcipline  is  ufed.  The  brother- 
hood has  built  a chapel  eight  fquare,  with 
a large  cupola  of  an  extraordinary  heighty, 
which  being  a thing  uncommon  here,  is 
extremely  admired.  Under  it  there  is  a 
vault  for  burial,  which  is  cuftomary  in  the 
other  churches.  This  vault  was  firft  built 
for  the  body  of  father  Francis  Licodia , a 
bare-foot  friar  of  the  province  of  Syracufe, 
who  died  fometime  before  my  arrival  here. 
A great  concourfe  of  people  affifted  at  his 
burial,  his  death  having  been  proclaimed 
throughout  the  city  by  boys.  The  peo- 
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pie’s  devotion  was  fo  remarkable  at  his  fu- 
neral, that  though  a prodigious  whale  was 
call 'afhore  at  that  time,  yet  did  it  not  in 
the  leaft  raife  their  curiofity.  The  jefuits 
with  whom  we  entertain  an  affe£lionate 
correfpondence,  put  him  under  ground, 
and  father  Ribera  of  the  fame  convent 
preached  his  funeral  fermon.  This  father 
was  zealous  in  breeding  up  children  in  the 
fear  of  God  •,  for  he  had  got  a great  company 
of  white  boys,  whom  he  habited  like  Ca- 
puchins, teaching  them  the  principles  of 
the  chriftian  religion  adays,  which  they  re- 
peated and  fung  over  anights.  Of  thofe  in 
my  time  I found  to  the  number  of  fixty, 
tho’  father  Francis  was  dead.  While  I was 
here,  this  good  perfon’s  body  was  difco- 
vered  on  account  of  burying  our  fuperior, 
father  John  da  Romano,  in  his  vault.  His 
corps  was  entire  in  the  coffin  ; on  the  lid 
of  which  his  picture  was  painted  to  the  life. 

When  it  was  opened,  fome  body  out  of 
zeal  took  out  two  of  his  teeth,  and  the 
point  of  his  hood.  How  extremely  devout 
thefe  citizens  are  towards  our  blefted  pa- 
tron S.  Francis , is  fitter  for  another  pen  to 
exprefs  than  mine. 

All  I can  fay  is,  that  without  carrying  Great 
our  wallet  at  our  back,  which  is  not  here  ci,arit3' 
the  cuflom,  we  rather  abound  with  necef- 
faries  than  want  them,  in  fuch  manner, 
that  he  that  has  a mind  to  bellow  his  cha- 
rity upon  us,  mufl  fend  it  betimes  or  he 
will  have  it  back  again.  Thefe  good  citi- 
zens not  only  fupport  our  convent  in  this 
city,  but  likewife  feveral  other  millions  into 
divers  kingdoms,  otherwife  we  could  not 
be  able  to  fubfilt.  True  it  is,  we  endea- 
vour to  make  fome  return  of  what  is  rare  in 
thofe  places. 

To  give  farther  inltances  of  the  goodnefs 
of  this  people,  I will  add  a word  of  the  go- 
vernor. When  we  came  hither,  we  found 
don  John  di  Sylva  in  polfeffion  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  kingdom,  who  (hewed  fo 
entire  affection  towards  us,  that  whatever 
memorials  and  petitions  we  prefented  to 
him,  he  forthwith  granted  and  figned,  fcarce 
reading  them.  It  happened  that  a certain 
prieft  of  his  own  nation  coming  to  alk  a 
favour  of  him  on  account  of  a friend,  the 
governor  would  by  no  means  grant  it. 
Whereupon  the  prieft  broke  out  into  thefe 
words.  You  fcarce  read  the  petitions  of  the 
Capuchins  who  are  ftr angers,  but  beftotv  fa- 
vours on  them  ; and  to  us  your  countrymen 
you  deny  all  we  afk.  To  which  Sylva  re- 
plied, I do  neither  open  nor  read  the  Capu- 
chins petitions,  becaufe  I am  well  affured  they 
will  afk  nothing  but  what  is  fit  for  me  to 
grant  ■,  and  befides,  what  they  require  of  me 
on  other  peoples  accounts , I know  well  to  be 
done  merely  out  of  charity , and  without  any 
expectation  of  a return  from  thofe  they  oblige. 
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The  fame  favour  we  found  with  thelate  bi- 
ffiop,  and  the  prefent.  And  to  conclude  with 
this  matter,  I will  here  tell  you  a ftory  of 
the  forefaid  father  Francis:  two  fellows  go- 
ing to  be  hanged,  father  Francis  moved 
by  mere  charity,  told  the  governor,  that 
in  cafe  he  would  pardon  one  of  them,  he 
would  fuffer  death  in  his  Head.  The  go- 
vernor anfwered,  that  if  he  would  be  as 
good  as  his  word,  one  of  them  ffiould  pre- 
fently  be  unloofed  and  fent  away;  and  if 
he  could  find  another  would  do  the  like 
good  office  for  the  other,  they  ffiould  both 
be  freed  though  they  were  great  offenders. 
But  though  this  proffer  was  made  on  father 
Francis's  fide,  none  would  appear  on  the 
other;  fo  that  one  muff  unavoidably  die 
for  want  of  a friar  to  releafe  them.  When 
they  came  to  the  place  of  execution,  the 
governor  fent  to  take  the  halter  off  from 
father  Francis's  neck,  when  he  was  difpof- 
ed  to  die,  and  knew  nothing  of  any  mercy 
defigned  him ; and  if  father  Leonard  de 
Nardo  his  companion  would  have  done  the 
fame,  they  had  both  efcaped,  but  for  want 
of  it  one  was  hanged. 

Let  us  now  come  to  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  both  of  th ePortuguefes  and  ftrangers 
that  live,  in  this  city.  They  are  of  three 
Jnhabi-  forts:  Firff,  Thofe  that  come  merely  on 
tants  of  account  of  God’s  fervice,  and  for  no  world- 
Loanda.  jy  intereft,  though  thefe  are  but  few.  The 
fecond  fort  are  luch  as  come  to  command 
or  trade  there  who  are  many.  The  third 
kind  arelikewife  no  fmall  number,  though 
nothing  comparable  to  the  foregoing,  and 
they  are  thofe  condemned  perfons  that  are 
fent  hither  by  courts  ofjuftice,  amongft 
which  the  Spiritual  courts  fend  feveral  de- 
fended from  the  JewiJh  race,  which  are 
named  by  the  citizens  new  Chriftians ; thefe 
are  kept  from  coming  to  the  facred  func- 
tion for  feveral  reafons,  amongft  which  one 
is  for  a crime  frequently  praftifed  by  them, 
which  I ffiall  forbear  to  name  for  fear  of 
offending  chafte  ears.  Notwithftanding 
this,  thefe  people  are  the  greateft  frequen- 
ters of  churches,  and  give  the  moft  libe- 
rally to  our  convents  and  the  poor. 

Women.  The  women  being  bred  among  Blacks , 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  much  perverted, 
that  they  fcarce  retain  any  thing  white  about 
them  except  their  Ikins ; but  be  thisfpoken 
with  a refervation  of  the  good  of  that  fex, 
whereof  there  are  fome  few.  The  wor- 
fer  fort  take  upon  them  to  lord  it  over 
their  hulbands,  infomuch  that  if  they  will 
not  live  according  to  their  fancies,  they  do 
all  they  can  to  drive  them  out  of  their 
houfes,  or  elfe  humble  them  fo  far,  as  never 
to  go  out  nor  take  their  pleafure  in  their 
net,  and  under  their  umbrella,  according 
to  cuftom.  But  ftill  the  worft  is,  that 
while  they  are  under  this  confinement,  they 


may  choke  for  want  of  water,  this  city  ha-  Me»olia 
ving  none  freffi  but  what  comes  from  an 
iff  and  about  two  days  journey  diftan  t.  This 
makes  good  the  faying  of  the  wife  man. 

Melius  eft  habitare  in  defer  to,  quam  cum  mu- 
liere  rixosd  ; 'Tis  better  to  live  in  a defert  than 
with  a folding  wife.  Likewife  in  eating, 
the  wife  and  the  ffie  Black  generally  ftarve 
the  huffiand  ; upon  which  occafion  I hear 
him,  methinks,  to  cry  out  with  the  poet, 

0 conjux  male  grata  feni , male  grata  marito. 

Sola  tuis,  conjux , dedita  deliciis. 

Some  of  thefe  women  keep  their  huffiand’s 
clothes  from  them,  out  of  a pretence  that 
they  do  not  belong  to  them  alone,  but  to 
their  family  in  general.  The  law  here  is, 
that  what  comes  by  the  mother  defcends 
to  the  daughters,  and  thatbecaufe  the  fans 
have  wherewithal  to  maintain  them  by  mar- 
riage. When  the  maids  are  marriageable, 
if  their  mothers  carry  them  to  church,  they 
are  faid  to  do  fo  to  fell  them,  and  therefore 
for  the  moft  part  they  keep  them  clofe. 

When  they  are  married,  they  alfo  general- 
ly keep  themfelves  up  for  one  reafon  or 
other,  either  on  account  of  being  big  with 
child,  heat,  wet -weather,  or  the  like. 

When  they  come  to  be  old,  they  don’t  care 
for  being  feen  for  fear  of  difcovering  their 
wrinkles.  The  better  fort  go  to  take  the 
air  in  their  nets,  with  a carpet  thrown  over 
them,  and  attended  at  leaft  by  twelve  per- 
fons : two  of  thefe  carry  the  net,  and  two 
more  bear  umbrella’s  on  each  fide,  and 
eight  moccama's  (Negro  waiting-maids)  four 
of  which  hold  each  a corner  of  the  carpet, 
and  four  walk  before  to  fpread  the  carpet 
to  kneel  on  when  their  miftrefs  goes  into 
the  church.  Whenever  there  is  any  ftage- 
play,  or  tilting,  the  women,  all  without 
exception,  go  to  it  even  though  they  were 
fick.  On  Holy-Fhurfday  they  always  walk 
on  foot,  and  without  attendance,  which 
they  never  do  at  any  other  time.  To  ob- 
viate fuch  diforders,  father  Paul  da  Varefe, 
and  our  fuperior,  obtained  of  the  biffiop 
that  mafs  ffiould  be  faid  in  three  different 
churches,  viz.  in  the  cathedral,  the  pariffi 
by  the  fea-fide,  and  thirdly  in  our  church, 
two  hours  before  day  ; at  which  great  num- 
bers affifted,  which  was  continued  in  my 
time.  At  laft  a certain  perfon  happening 
to  be  killed  coming  out  of  a fufpicious 
houfe,  fome  ill  people  took  thence  an  oc- 
cafion to  get  this  pious  and  good  cuftom 
fuppreffed. 

Of  the  Mulattoes , born  of  a White  and  a Mulattos 
Black , whereof  there  are  great  numbers 
here,  I can  never  fay  enough.  They  hate 
the  Negroes  mortally,  nay  even  their  own 
mothers  that  bore  them,  and  do  all  they 
can  to  equal  themfelves  with  the  Whites ; 

which 
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Merolla  which  is  not  allowed  them,  they  being  not 
permitted  to  fit  in  their  prefence. 

The  Mulatto  women  wear  no  fmocks  nor 
petticoats,  and  have  only  a piece  of  cloth 
girt  under  their  arms ; but  this  is  never- 
thelefs  to  be  meant  of  fuch  as  have  no  known 
fathers.  The  male  Mulattoes  wear  {lock- 
ings and  breeches,  and  become  commonly 
either  priefts  or  foldiers,  above  which  con- 
dition they  never  rife.  It  was  no  fmall 
trouble  to  me  to  obferve,  that  wherever 
thefe  Mulattoes  were  born,  they  were  pre  - 
fently  defigned  for  priefts.  There  are  great 
numbers  of  them,  who  not  knowing  how 
they  came  into  the  world,  or  whether  they 
are  defcended  from  Jews,  cannot  be  expect- 
ed to  be  able  to  inftruft  others.  To  reme- 
dy this  diforder  therefore,  the  new  bifhop 
brought  orders  from  Rome , that  none  fhould 
be  difpenfed  with  as  to  their  irregularity.  Of 
this  thefe  Mulattoes  believing  us  Capuchins 
to  have  been  authors,  by  reafon  that  we 
had  frequently  preached  againft  thefe  abufes, 
they  bore  us  a mortal  ill-will,  neverthelefs 
it  has  never  hitherto  been  in  their  power 
to  do  us  any  harm. 

Thofe  among  thefe  people  that  are  fol- 
diers, and  travel  about  the  kingdom,  ex- 
aft  as  much  fervice  and  refpeft  from  the 
Negroes  as  the  Whites,  caufing  themfelves 
to  be  carried  about  in  nets ; a nd  if  it  fo  hap- 
pen that  the  fova,  or  mani  (governor)  be 
not  immediately  ready  to  provide  them 
with  people  fortheir  fervice,  or  do  not 
treat  them  as  they  require,  they  will  pre- 
fently  draw  their  fwords,  and  take  what- 
ever they  can  find  in  this  governor’s  houfe, 
though  they  are  going,  not  about  their 
king’s,  but  their  own  bufinefs.  If  per- 
chance they  have  occafion  to  eat  on  the 
road,  they  take  whatever  eatables  they 
can  meet  with,  without  thanking  the  Ne- 
gro they  have  them  from  •,  and  if  he  fhould 
happen  to  murmur  but  in  the  leaft  at  their 
injuftice,  inftead  of  making  him  fatisfaftion, 
they  will  pay  him  with  baftinadoes  and 
blows. 

Others  that  turn  pomhros  (buyers  of 
flaves)  and  go  up  and  down  in  the  country 
for  that  purpofe,  commit  a great  many 
unjuftifiable  aftions,  amongft  which  this 
one  feems  to  me  moft  unpardonable : They 
will  lie  with  the  Negro- women,  and  get 
them  with  child  ; and  fome  years  afterwards 
returning  that  way,  will  take  thofe  very 
children  they  have  fo  got  from  their 
mothers,  under  pretence  of  better  educa- 
ting them  in  the  city  of  Loanda  but  in- 
ftead thereof,  at  a certain  age,  do  fell  or 
barter  them  away  for  fuch  commodities  as 
Raves  are  wont  to  be  exchanged  for,  and 
thereby  grow  rich  by  trading  in  their  own 
flefh  and  blood.  A barbarous  cuftom  in 
truth,  and  not  to  be  fuffered  amongft  Chri- 


to  Congo. 

ftians,  efpecially  where  Chriftianity  is  in  its 
infancy,  as  it  is  in  thefe  parts.  This  is  the 
reafon  likewife  why  the  pagans  do  not  come 
in  fafter  to  be  converted,  becaufe  they  ob- 
ferve how  many  ill  aftions  the  Mulattoes 
are  guilty  of,  and  yet  go  unpunifhed. 

To  prevent  in  fome  meafure  this  bad 
cuftom,  the  governor  in  my  time  forbad 
the  Mulattoes  to  trade  any  more  this  way, 
and  ordered,  that  if  they  had  a mind  to 
travel  any  whither,  they  fhould  pay  for 
the  carriage,  both  of  themfelves  and  their 
baggage,  affirming,  that  if  they  went  on 
the  king’s  bufinefs,  they  would  infallibly 
be  paid  again  *,  but  if  on  their  own,  they 
ought  to  reft  fatisfied  with  the  expence. 

By.  thefe  means  this  mifchief  was  for  a 
while  difcontinued. 

But  this  abufe  would  not  have  been  fo 
much  if  it  had  lain  only  among  the  Mulat- 
toes the  Whites  alfo  had  their  fhare  in  it, 
and  traded  like  the  others  in  their  own  flefh. 

This  comes  to  pafs  when  their  black  mi- 
ftrefs  brings  them  forth  a child,  and  being 
of  that  hue  it  is  naturally  a Rave,  which 
coming  afterwards  accidentally  to  offend, 
is  forthwith  fold  according  to  cuftom  : but 
the  worft  is,  this  is  done  upon  the  fmalleft 
offence,  and  without  any  regard  to  nature 
or  relation. 

A father  had  two  daughters,  the  one  a 
widow,  the  other  a marriageable  Mulattav 
having  a mind  to  marry  the  latter,  he  took 
away  the  other’s  goods,  and  all  fhe  had  to 
give  with  this  Mulatta : the  widow  in  my 
hearing  faid,  I will  not  difpleafe  my  father, 
let  him  do  what  he  pleafes,  I will  never 
oppofe  him  ; but  when  he  dies  I will  fell 
his  daughter,  becaufe  fhe  is  born  of  my 
Rave,  and  thus  without  trouble  or  conteft 
will  recover  what  is  taken  from  me,  giving 
her  father  to  underftand  as  much  in  a civil 
way.  In  fhort,  unlefs  the  father  declare 
one  of  thefe  to  be  his  lawful  fon  or  daugh- 
ter, they  are  ever  looked  upon  flaves. 

As  to  the  Negroes  which  inhabit  this  city  Blades. 
and  kingdom,  except  fome  few  that  are  free 
as  being  natives,  they  are  all  flaves  to  the 
Whites : fome  are  fent  to  the  arimi  (farms) 
about  one  or  two  days  journey  off  from 
the  city,  as  to  Bengo  and  Dante,  which  are 
well  watered  with  rivers,  when  the  other 
provinces  are  almoft  parched  up  for  want 
of  rain,  and  confequently  not  fit  for  tillage. 

The  way  of  manuring  the  ground  here  is 
this : they  caft  up  the  earth  with  fpades 
into  a ridge,  leaving  thereby  a furrow  on 
either  fide,  into  which  when  the  rivers  are 
well  filled  by  rain  from  the  mountains, 
they  cut  their  banks  and  let  in  the  water : 
after  it  has  remained  there  fome  time,  and 
the  earth  is  pretty  well  moiftened,  they  let 
it  out  again  into  their  canals,  and  clofe  up 
their  banks.  When  this  is  done,  after  a 

little 
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little  while  the  earth  becomes  proper  for 
their  feed,  which  when  fown  after  three 
months  time  is  fit  to  be  reap’d.  Others  of 
thefe  flaves  are  fent  to  fiffiing,  whereby 
their  matter  maintains  his  family,  and  fells 
what  he  has  more  than  fufficient  for  that 
purpofe.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  a 
great  quantity  of  fifii  they  have  in  thefe  feas, 
and  how  cheap  they  are  to  be  bought.  A 
great  providence  truly ! for  otherwife  it 
would  be  almoft  impofiible  to  fubfift  here, 
efpecially  in  this  city.  I mutt  confefs  in 
all  my  travels  I never  met  with  the  like, 
tho’  I have  read  in  Peter  Cob  era’s  voyages. 
Written  in  Spanifh , that  he  had  been  in  a 
country  bordering  upon  a river  wherein 
there  were  fuch  great  abundance  of  fifh, 
that  the  inhabitants  dry’d  and  made  bread 
of  them,  bones  and  all.  Upon  thefe  fifii 
the  Blacks  generally  live  together,  whereof 
th  zWhites  eat  fometimes,  efpecially  a-nights, 
affirming  they  are  much  eafier  to  be  di- 
gefted  than  fleffi.  Altho’  thefe  fifii  have 
not  that  pleafant  tatte  which  ours  in  Italy 
have,  yet  are  they  neverthelefs  well  enough 
liked  by  the  inhabitants  for  want  of  know- 
ing better. 

Thefe  flaves  are  likewife  employ’d  in 
building,  which  is  commonly  very  flow. 
Whenever  any  of  their  matters  have  a child 
born,  a houfe  is  begun,  and  goes  on  no 
fatter  than  that  child  grows.  I fpeak  this 
of  thofe  Whites  that  are  able  to  build  a 
houfe  for  every  child  they  have.  The  plai- 
fter  here  is  made  of  fea-ffiells,  whereof 
there  are  great  quantities  on  thefe  ffiores. 
They  have  furnaces  of  much  the  fame  make 
with  ours,  wherein  they  burn  the  faid  ffiells, 
which  make  as  white  and  good  lime  as 
ours. 

Many  of  thefe  flaves  do  the  office  of 
barbers,  wherein  they  are  more  expert  than 
Pat  Whites,  and  that  not  only  in  the  ufe  of 
the  fciflars  and  razor,  but  likewife  in  that 
of  the  lancet  to  open  a vein.  In  fiiort, 
fome  follow  one  trade,  and  fome  another-, 
and  when  they  have  no  bufinefs  to  do  for 
their  matters,  they  are  hired  outatfo  much 
a week  or  month,  the  profit  whereof  goes 
to  their  matters ; fo  that  he  that  has  tnoft 
flaves  here  is  always  accounted  the  richeft 
man. 

Money.  The  current  coins  here  are  the  ?naccuta’s, 
being  certain  pieces  of  ftrawcloth  of  about 
the  largenefs  of  a flieet  of  paft-board  each, 
and  which  are  equivalent  to  our  brafs  mo- 
ney in  Europe.  Thofe  that  correfpond  to 
our  filver  are  the  intaga’s,  being  pieces  of 
thick  cotton-cloth,  and  of  about  the  big- 
nefs  of  two  large  handkerchiefs,  and  worth 
about  1 8 d.  of  our  money.  They  have 
another  fort  of  money  call’d  folingas  of  cot- 
ton likewife,  but  of  a finer  fort,  and  like 
that  which  feamen  ufe  to  tie  about  their 
Vol.  I. 


wattes:  Thefe  are  worth  3 s.  6 d.  each.  Meroll* 
Thofe  coins  that  are  of  greater  value,  and 
anfwer  to  our  gold,  are  the  birami , made 
of  fine  linen,  whereof  each  parcel  goes  for 
7 s.  and  6 d.  or  8 s.  No  brafs,  filver  or  gold 
coins  are  made  ufe  of  either  by  foreign  mer- 
chants or  others  in  thefe  countries. 

From  the  great  variety  of  flaves  ofdif-  Cufloms  of 
ferent  nations  in  thefe  countries  mutt  needs 
proceed  the  like  variety  and  difference  in 
humours  and  cuftoms ; and  altho’  they  are 
all  chriftian,  yet  I obferved  that  the  law 
of  God  was  not  fo  religioufly  obferved 
amongft  them  as  it  ought  to  be  for  that 
they  feemed  to  me  to  perform  the  duties 
of  their  religion  more  out  of  fear  of  their 
matters  that  had  inftrudted  them,  than  out 
of  any  value  they  had  for  divine  worffiip. 

The  fhe-flaves  are  commonly  guilty  of  a 
fault,  which  is  partly  occafion’d  by  the 
white  women,  not  caring  to  be  deprived 
of  their  moccamas , will  not  fuffer  them  to 
marry,  and  therefore  they  fteal  from  their 
miftreffes  to  maintain  men  to  fatisfy  their 
brutal  appetites.  If  they  happen  to  become 
with  child,  no  ffiame  is  imputed  either  to 
them  or  their  miftreffes.  For  our  parts  we 
do  all  we  can  to  prevent  it,  and  fome  la- 
dies fay  upon  this  occafion,  that  they  can- 
not be  always  a looking  after  their  ffie- 
Blacks  and  if  any  of  them  chanc’d  to  be 
now  and  then  with  child,  they  conceived  it 
no  great  matter  of  harm:  Neverthelefs  we 
often  have  them  chaftifed  both  in  publick 
and  private  for  thefe  and  the  like  faults, 
and  afterwards  force  them  to  marry  the 
perfon  that  had  debauch’d  them.  But  O 
what  pains  do  we  take  to  bring  them  to 
it,  and  how  many  ridiculous  arguments  and 
reafons  do  they  bring  to  excufe  themielves 
from  this  duty  and  reftraint! 

There  are  thofe  among  thefe  flaves  that 
after  they  are  thus  married,  will  exchange 
their  wives  with  each  other  for  a certain 
time,  alledging,  in  cafe  of  reproof,  that  they 
are  not  able  to  eat  always  of  the  fame  difh. 

Thofe  of  the  women  likewife  that  live  out 
in  the  country  in  their  matter’s  farms,  will 
hire  each  of  them  a man,  upon  condition 
that  he  Ihall  not  leave  them  till  they  have 
a child  by  him,  tho’  they  are  to  maintain 
him  all  the  while  he  is  with  them.  It  is 
mighty  ridiculous  to  obferve  that  the  wro- 
men  here,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  other 
nations,  buy  and  fell,  and  do  all  other 
things  which  the  men  ought  to  do,  whilft 
their  hulbands  ftay  at  home  and  fpin  or 
weave  cotton,  or  bufy  themfelves  in  fuch 
other  effeminate  actions.  Thefe  women 
alfo  are  fo  jealous  of  their  hufbands,  that  it 
they  fee  them  but  fpeak  to  any  other  women 
they  are  prefently  in  a flame,  and  make 
the  place  ring  where  they  fo  difcover  them. 

The  biffiop  order’d  that  all  matters  of 
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Merolla  Blacks  Iliould  oblige  them  to  perform  the 
Enjler- duty  under  pain  of  forfeiting  a cer- 
tain quantity  of  wax  for  every  one,  ob- 
liging them  to  bring  the  certificate  of  their 
receiving  and  confetti  ng  to  their  matters, 
and  then  all  together  to  the  curate. 
Thefe  becaufe  they  are  often  involved  in 
the  immediate  occafion  of  fin,  make  ufe 
of  a crafty  deceit  to  extort  abfolution  from 
their  father  confeflor:  which  is,  that  the 
firft  day  of  Lent  the  men  part  from  the 
women,  leading  a chatte  life  for  the  prefent, 
and  then  appearing  before  the  priett,  tell 
him  they  have  left  off  their  lewd  courfes, 
and  promife  never  to  return  to  them.  A 
week  or  fortnight  after  Rafter  they  go 
about  till  they  are  provided  with  one  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  lull  all  the  year,  without  having 
any  more  to  do  with  thofe  they  forfook  be- 
fore confefiion. 

Burials.  Let  us  come  now  to  the  death  and  bu- 
rial of  thefe  people,  who  being  of  fo  many 
different  nations,  and  the  remains  of  the 
pagans,  differ  likewife  in  their  rites  and  ce- 
remonies. As  to  the  manner  of  their  deaths, 
that  may  be  guefs’d  at  by  their  lives,  ac- 
cording to  the  proverb,  Qualis  vita , finis 
ita.  And  for  what  relates  to  their  burials, 
I have  been  an  eye-witnefs,  that  in  the 
kingdoms  of  Cacongo  and  Angoij  they  do 
not  bury  any  of  their  relations,  till  all  the 
reft  of  the  kindred  be  gather’d  together, 
tho’  that  be  fometimes  many  days  in  ac- 
complifhing:  Being  once  met,  they  begin 
the  ceremony  with  feveral  fuperftitious  ac- 
tions, as  killing  of  hens,  with  the  blood 
of  which  they  befprinkle  the  houfe  of  the 
deceafed  both  within  and  without,  and  af- 
terwards throw  the  carcafes  of  the  faid 
fowl  upon  the  top  of  the  houfe,  affirming 
that  thereby  they  prevent  the  foul  of  the 
dead  perfon  from  coming  to  give  the  zumbi 
to  any  of  the  future  inhabitants.  The 
word  ■zumbi  in  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, fignifies  an  apparition  of  the  deceafed 
perfon,  they  being  of  opinion,  that  to  whom- 
soever it  fhall  appear,  that  perfon  will  pre- 
fently  die.  This  perfuafion  has  been  fo 
deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of  thefe  poor 
ignorant  people,  that  the  imagination  alone 
oftentimes  brings  them  to  their  ends.  We 
have  feen  feveral  accidents  of  this  kind, 
infomuch  that  a perfon  that  was  before  very 
well  in  health,  fhall  of  a fudden  die  mi- 
ferably  through  the  impreflion  of  thefe  vain 
delufions.  Thofe  that  furvive  affirm,  that 
the  dead  perfon  had  fummon’d  him  thatdied, 
efpecially  where  there  had  been  any  diffe- 
rence betwixt  them  whilft  both  were  living. 

The  ceremony  of  the  hens  being  ended, 
they  proceed  to  lamenting  over  the  dead 
perfon ; and  if  it  fo  happens  that  any  a- 
mongft  them  be  not  able  to  weep  naturally, 
they  have  recourfe  to  art  by  holding  fill- 


quaftro , or  Indian  pepper  to  their  nofes, 
which  caufes  the  tears  to  flow  plentifully, 
which  without  wiping  they  fuffer  to  trickle 
down  their  cheeks  as  faft  as  they  pleafe. 
When  they  have  howl’d  and  wept  for  fome 
time,  they  all  of  a fudden  pafs  from  bor- 
row to  mirth,  feafting  heartily  at  the  ex- 
pence of  the  perfon  that  is  neareft  akin  to 
the  deceafed,  who  all  that  while  lies  unbu- 
ried in  the  houfe.  When  they  have  fully 
fatisfy’d  their  ungodly  guts,  they  foon  for- 
get their  deceafed  friend,  and  never  think 
of  him  more:  Then  the  drum  beats,  and 
they  go  from  the  table  to  dancing,  and  fo 
the  ball  begins:  when  one  company  is  wea- 
ry another  begins,  and  not  only  the  kin- 
dred, but  likewife  any  others  are  admitted 
to  dance.  After  they  have  done  dancing, 
they  retire  into  appointed  places,  where  be- 
ing lock’d  up  together  in  the  dark,  they 
pradtifeall  manner  of  abominable  pleafures, 
alledging,  that  at  fuch  a time  it  is  lawful 
for  them  to  intermix  with  each  other  at  li- 
berty. This  found  of  the  drum  feems  to 
be  the  devil’s  fummons  to  affift  at  thefe 
execrable  ceremonies,  and  which  thefe  peo- 
ple run  to  with  a more  than  ordinary  in- 
clination. It  is  almoft  impoffible  for  the 
mothers  to  hinder  their  daughters,  and  lefs 
poffible  for  matters  to  prevent  their  flaves, 
who  will  break  down  walls, or  force  iron-bars 
to  come  at  them.  As  foon  as  this  is  done, 
they  apply  themfelves  to  fuperftitious  and 
idolatrous  pradtices,  and  fo  from  one  to 
the  other  for  fome  time.  When  any  matter 
of  a family  dies,  his  principal  wife  expofes 
herfelf  to  all  that  have  a mind  to  enjoy 
her  •,  on  this  condition  neverthelefs,  that  none 
offer  to  fpeak  the  leaft  word  in  her  chamber. 

That  thefe  abominations  are  pradtifed 
among  pagans  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at*, 
but  would  to  God  that  thefe  tarnbi  (fune- 
ral ceremonies)  were  not  ufed  among  fome 
depraved  Chriftians,  not  only  in  the  king- 
dom of  Angola , but  even  in  Loanda  it  felf. 
At  the  time  of  my  refiding  here  I was  told, 
that  not  far  out  of  this  city  fuch  enormi- 
ties were  committed.  Our  luperior  accom- 
panied with  one  only  companion  and  fome 
trufty  perfons,  immediately  ran  to  prevent 
them ; but  being  by  night  (the  propereft 
time  for  thefe  helliffi  pradtices)  he  met  with 
the  guards,  who  well  knowing  that  it  was 
not  our  cuftom  to  go  out  of  the  city  at 
that  time,  unlefs  upon  account  of  doing 
God  fome  fervice,  prefently  offer’d  them- 
felves to  accompany  them,  which  being 
refufed  by  our  luperior,  they  perfifted.  in 
their  refolutions,  alledging  that  otherwile 
fome  hurt  might  happen  to  him,  and  there- 
fore they  went  along  with  him.  Being  ar- 
rived at  the  place  where  thefe  ceremonies 
were  performing,  the  loldiers,  to  tjre  end 
they  might  the  better  take  the  offenders, 
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ranged  themfelves  about  the  walls,  which 
confiding  only  of  mud  and  dakes  they  ea- 
fily  broke  down,  hooping  and  hollowing 
like  mad  while  they  were  doing  it.  The 
wicked  wretches  that  were  not  few  in  num- 
ber, perceiving  their  walls  broke  down, 
and  their  houfe  furrounded,  immediately 
betook  themfelves  to  flight,  leaving  only 
the  wife  of  the  deceafed  behind  them,  who 
being  obliged  by  her  infernal  pried  not  to 
dir  nor  fpeak,  was  eafily  taken,  and  by 
the  governor  afterwards,  who  very  well 
knew  what  fhe  and  her  company  had  been 
doing,  order’d  to  be  publicldy  whipt  thro* 
the  city. 

In  Majfangano , a garifon  of  this  king- 
dom, fo  many  dones  were  hurl’d  at  a com- 
panion of  mine  for  endeavouring  to  oppofe 
thefe  people  in  their  wicked  ceremonies, 
that  he  very  narrowly  efcap’d  having  his 
brains  beat  out  by  them. 

When  any  great  Lord,  or  confiderable 
perfon  dies,  the  pagans  are  accudomed  to 
fpread  the  way  where  the  corps  paffes  with 
leaves  and  branches.  He  mud  likewife  be 
carried  in  a dreight  line  to  his  grave  ; and 
therefore  if  any  houfe  or  wall  happened 
to  hinder  his  pafiage,  it  is  immediately 
pull’d  down.  To  fhew  themfelves  kind 
to  the  dead,  they  are  commonly  very  cruel 
to  the  living,  fhutting  up  both  together  in 
a tomb  with  meat  and  drink,  to  the  end 
(fay  they)  that  the  dead  lord  may  want 
for  nothing  in  his  grave : in  this  they  imi- 
tate the  tyrant  Mezentius  king  of  the  Tyr- 
rhenians, who  in  Virgil  is  faid  to  join  dead 
and  living  people  together,  till  the  danch 
has  brought  them  to  one  condition. 

The  Giaghi  offer  up  human  facrifices  to 
the  dead,  as  they  do  likewife  oftentimes  to 
the  living,  when  they  can  fuppofe  the  per- 
fon they  intend  to  honour  to  have  occafion 
for  aflidance  either  in  war,  or  any  other 
urgency. 

Some  bu-  One  of  our  fathers  having  underdood 
tied  Awe  that  within  a certain  fepulchre  of  a great 
with  the  perfon  among  thefe  pagans , there  were 
dead"  two  people  immur’d  alive,  went  thither 
in  great  hade  to  free  them  from  their  in- 
fernal and  noifome  dungeon,  but  found  to 
his  great  grief  that  they  had  fome  time  be- 
fore perilhed.  But  the  wickednefs  of  thefe 
people  fometimes  goes  further  ; for  at  the 
death  of  any  of  their  friends  they  have  been 
accudomed  to  kill  one  of  their  Haves,  to 
the  end  that  he  may  go  and  ferve  them  in 
the  other  world : To  this  fin  they  will  more- 
over add  a lie;  for  when  we  accufe  them 
and  get  them  corrected  for  fo  doing,  they 
will  excufe  themfelves  and  pretend  inno- 
cence, affirming  they  know  nothing  of  the 
matter,  even  tho*  we  had  never  fo  plain 
proof  of  it.  An  indance  of  this  follows: 
One  of  our  order  having  been  advifed  that 
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a poor  Negro  was  juft  going  to  be  facri-  Merolla 
ficed  as  a vi&im  to  his  dead  mafter,  this 
father  immediately  ran  to  the  wife  of  the 
deceafed  perfon  to  prevent  it,  who  perceiv- 
ing her  villany  was  difcovered,  tho’  fhe  at 
firft  deny’d  it,  yet  afterwards  confess’d  it, 
and  gave  orders  to  have  thofe  inhuman 
proceedings  ftopt.  In  my  time  alfo  there 
were  feveral  of  thefe  wicked  actions  done, 
but  the  perfons  concerned  in  them  always 
found  fo  many  fhifts  and  fubtile  evafions 
to  conceal  their  offences,  that  we  could 
never  proceed  methodically  againft  them  in 
order  to  bring  them  to  punifhment.  Now 
if  thefe  things  are  pra&ifed  among  Chri- 
ftians,  how  can  we  expedt  they  fhould  be 
omitted  among  thofe  Negroes  that  have 
fcarce  heard  of  the  name  of  Chriftianity  ? 

The  burial-places  among  the  pagans  are 
for  the  moft  part  in  the  fields,  with  fome- 
thing  or  other  placed  over  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  perfon  that  is  bu- 
ried : Some  have  a long  and  ftreight  horn 
of  I know  not  what  bead  fixed  over  them  ; 
others  have  a large  heap  of  earth  raifed  up- 
on them  j fome  have  an  earthen  platter  or 
pipkin,  or  any  other  veflel  made  of  earth 
fet  over  them  ; others  make  arbours  over 
their  graves,  with  a thoufand  fuperftitious 
interlacings  and  interweavings  that  are  per- 
formed by  their  wizards:  They  do  not 
make  ufe  of  a coffin,  cheft,  or  any  other 
wooden  thing  to  put  the  corps  in,  but  wrap 
it  up  in  good  cotton  linen  fewed  clofe  toge- 
ther, and  adorned  without  fide  with  feveral 
fuperftitious  fooleries,  being  at  an  expence 
futable  to  the  quality  of  the  perfon  deceafed. 

As  for  the  poorer  fort  they  make  ufe  only 
of  a fort  of  ftraw  mats,  after  the  mode  of 
the  country,  to  wrap  their  dead  bodies  in. 

Within  the  dominions  of  Sogno  every  city 
and  province  has  a certain  peculiar  place 
with  a crofs  in  the  middle,  where  thofe 
that  have  not  fatisfy’d  the  Eajler-commznd, 
or  that  die  before  they  are  confefs’d,  are  bu- 
ried by  themfelves  without  the  miffioners 
concerning  themfelves  therein.  But  as  for 
thofe  who  have  received  all  the  facraments 
before  their  deaths,  and  have  been  found  to 
have  religioufly  obferved  the  laft  Lent , 
they  are  allowed  chriftian  burial,  without  its 
being  any  manner  of  charge  to  them.  Alfo 
during  their  ficknefs,  and  after  they  arc 
confefs’d,  we  frequently  furnifh  them 
with  refrefhments  out  of  charity,  fuch 
as  confections  of  tamarins,  a fruit  of  the 
country,  and  the  like,  both  cooling  and 
cordial  juleps.  Befides  this  we  have  feveral 
flaves  belonging  to  our  church  which  are 
fkilled  in  phlebotomy,  furgery,  phyfick, 
and  what  not,  who  all  do  what  lies  in  their 
power  to  recover  thefe  people  when  fick, 
or  out  of  order : This  we  take  care  is  done 
for  them  gratis , to  the  end  they  may  have 
1 no 
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Merolla  no  occafion  to  run  to  the  wizards  for  help. 
jr0r  thofe  that  are  poor  and  old,  fatherlefs, 
lame,  blind  or  the  like,  there  is  an  hofpi- 
tal  built  near  to  our  convent,  where  both 
their  fpiritual  and  temporal  wants  are  fup- 
ply’d  by  us  as  often  as  there  is  found  oc- 
cafion, or  that  it  confifts  with  our  abilities. 
This  is  a charity  which  has  not  a little  pro- 
moted the  increafe  of  Chriftianity  in  thefe 
parts. 

Abarba-  Let  us  conclude  fpeaking  any  farther  of 
rousfacri-  the  tambi , or  funeral  rites  among  the  pa- 
fice.  gans,  with  a paflage  that  happened  fome 
years  fince  in  Benin , a kingdom  lying  on 
the  back  coafts  of  Africa , and  towards 
Guinea , being  very  near  the  equinodtial 
line.  Father  Francis  da  Romano  fuperior 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ouueri , and  father  Phi- 
lip da  Figuar , being  both  here  on  a milli- 
on, they  endeavoured  to  difturb  a certain 
abominable  facrifice  accuftomed  to  be  per- 
formed every  year  to  the  devil,  for  the  be- 
nefit, as  they  alledged,  of  their  dead  anceftors. 
This  facrifice  confifted  of  above  three  hun- 
dred men,  but  at  prefent  there  were  only  five 
to  die,  yet  thofe  all  of  the  better  fort.  Thefe 
mifiioners  under  the  condudt  of  a certain 
Negro  their  friend,  came  to  the  third  in- 
clofure  capable  of  holding  many  hundreds 
of  people;  Here  perceiving  a great  multi- 
tude gather’d  together  dancing  and  hinging 
to  divers  inftruments  of  their  mufick,  they 
clapped  themfelves  down  in  a private  place, 
the  better  to  obferve  what  they  were  going 
to  do.  This  place  happened  to  be  that 
where  they  kept  the  knives  defigned  to  per- 
form fo  inhuman  an  adtion.  Not  being 
able  to  conceal  themfelves  long,  they  were 
quickly  difcovered  by  thefe  wicked  wretches, 
who  coming  towards  them  leaping  with 
great  indignation,  they  foon  drove  the  poor 
fathers  out  of  the  place  they  had  fo  taken 
poffefiion  of.  Father  Francis  hereupon 
was  fo  little  difmayed,  that  crowding  bold- 
ly through  the  thickeft  of  the  Negroes , he 
was  not  afraid  to  reproach  their  king  of 
unheard  of  cruelty  : Some  courtiers  hear- 
ing this,  immediately  flew  upon  him,  and 
beating,  and  ufing  him  very  unmerciful- 
ly, tore  him  out  of  the  crowd;  when 
clofing  up  their  ranks  again,  they  per- 
formed their  inhuman  facrifice.  Afterwards 
they  gave  the  fathers  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  their  king’s  pleafure  that  they  fhould 
forthwith  depart  his  kingdom.  Which 
command  they  being  not  very  ready  to 
comply  with,  the  next  morning  they  fet 
upon  them  again,  with  intention  to  have 
killed  them  ; which  they  nevertheless  did 
not  do,  by  reafon  they  were  informed  by 
two  of  the  courtiers  there  prefent,  that  the 
king  would  have  them  brought  alive  be- 
fore him.  Going  therefore  courageoufly 
to  the  palace,  they  were  notwithftanding 


admitted  to  no  other  audience  but  ftripes 
and  reproaches  in  great  plenty  ; and  after- 
wards told,  in  reviling  terms,  that  it  was 
the  king’s  exprefs  order  that  they  fhould 
forthwith  be  gone  out  of  his  dominions. 
Notwithftanding  which,  great  numbers 
of  thefe  infolent  Negroes  flew  upon  them 
like  fo  many  hornets,  and  hurry’d  them 
away  to  a noifom  prifon.  Here  they  re- 
mained no  lefs  than  three  months,  being 
buffeted,  fcoffed  and  fcorned  at  all  the 
while.  At  laft,  not  contented  with  this  ill 
ufage,  they  fold  them  for  flaves  to  the  Hol- 
landers ; who  taking  more  pity  upon  them 
than  thefe  infidels  had  done,  fet  them  afhore 
not  long  afterwards,  fafe  and  found,  in  the 
Prince' s ifland.  Hence  they  writ  to  the 
facred  college  to  inform  them  of  what  had 
happened  to  them ; but  were  anfwered, 
that  the  church  had  already  martyrs  enough, 
and  but  two  miflioners  in  that  kingdom, 
and  therefore  they  fhould  not  for  the  future 
expofe  themfelves  fo  much  in  its  fervice, 
but  proceed  warily  among  thofe  new  con- 
verts. 

Another  perfecution  was  undergone  with 
chearful  countenances,  and  undifturbed  °h„g/0J 
fouls,  by  two  other  friars  in  the  ifland  of  „/Ouueri. 
St.  Thomas , in  their  journey  to  the  king- 
dom of  Ouueri , contiguous  with  that  of 
Benin , in  both  of  which  there  were  new 
miflions  eftablifhed,  and  the  father  fuperi- 
or, at  that  time  father  Francis  da  Monte- 
leone,  lived  in  the  aforefaid  ifland.  The 
vice-fuperior,  father  Angelo  Maria  d'Aiac- 
cio  the  province  of  Corfica , together  with 
father  Bonaventura  da  Firenze , having  but 
juft  fet  footing  in  the  kingdom  of  Ouueri , 
they  were  very  courteoufly  received  by 
that  king.  This  prince  was  better  bred 
than  ordinary,  having  been  brought  up 
amongft  the  Portuguefes , whofe  language 
he  was  an  abfolute  mafter  of,  and  could 
befides  write  and  read  a qualification,  un- 
ufual  among  thefe  Ethiopian  princes.  Al- 
moft  at  the  firft  fight  of  the  king,  the 
vice-fuperior  broke  out  into  thefe  words ; 

If  your  majefty  does  defire  to  have  me  to  con- 
tinue within  your  dominions , you  mufi  lay 
your  injunctions  on  your  fubjeCls , that  they 
embrace  the  holy  fate  of  matrimony , accord- 
ing to  our  rites  and  ceremonies ; and  more- 
over, that  whereas  now  the  young  men  and 
women  go  naked  till  they  are  marriageable,  I 
defire  your  majefty  to  command  that  they  may 
all  go  covered.  To  which  the  king  anfwer- 
ed, that  as  to  what  related  to  his  fubjedts, 
he  would  take  care  they  fhould  comply 
with  his  requeft ; but  as  for  himfelf,  he 
could  never  confent  to  do  it,  unlefs  he  were 
marry’d  to  a White , as  fome  of  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  been.  But  what  White  would 
care  to  marry  with  a Black,  even  tho’  he 
were  a crowned  head,  efpecially  among 
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the  Portuguefes,  who  naturally  defpife  them? 
Neverthelefs  the  pious  father  trufting  in 
God’s  providence  to  promote  his  own 
glory,  gave  no  repulfe  to  the  obftinate  mo- 
narch, but  feemed  to  approve  of  all  he 
faid.  To  bring  this  good  work  to  effedt, 
he  immediately  departed,  taking  his  way 
towards  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  fituate 
under  the  equino&ial  line,  and  reckoned 
one  of  the  nine  countries  conquered  by 
the  Portuguefes  in  Africa.  There  he  made 
it  his  bufinefs  to  enquire  after  a White  wo- 
man that  would  marry  a Black  that  was  a 
crown’d  head.  Whereupon  he  was  inform- 
ed that  there  was  one  in  that  ifland,  tho’ 
of  mean  condition,  whofe  poverty  and 
meannefs  were  neverthelefs  ennobled  by  a 
virtuous  education, and  a comely  perfonage. 
Notwithftanding  he  was  told  that  this  wo- 
man was  proper  for  thepurpofe,  yet  had  he 
not  the  courage  to  fpeak  to  her  uncle  about 
her,  under  whofe  care  and  protection  (he 
was  •,  but  contriving  how  to  bring  about 
his  defign,  with  a lively  faith  in  God,  one 
day  while  he  was  faying  mafs,  he  turn’d 
himfelf  about  to  the  aforefaid  perfon,  con- 
juring him,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  name,  and  for  the  fervice  of 
the  mod  high  God,  not  to  deny  him  one 
requeft,  which  was,  that  he  would  let  his 
niece  marry  the  king  of  Ouueri , which 
would  greatly  contribute  to,  if  not  totally 
effe&  the  converfion  of  that  kingdom.  At 
the  hearing  of  this,  the  good  man  being 
wrought  upon  by  the  pious  miflioner’s  rea- 
fons,  could  not  prevent  weeping,  and  bow- 
ing down  his  head,  as  a token  of  his  con- 
fer, t. 

The  young  lady  not  long  afterwards, 
having  firft  taken  leave  of  her  relations, 
fet  out  with  fome  few  Portuguefes , and  the 
miflioner,  for  the  aforefaid  kingdom. 

Being  juft  entered  the  confines,  (he  was 
joyfully  and  univerfally  faluted  by  the 
people  for  their  queen,  having  triumphal 
arches  raifed  to  her,  and  feveral  other  de- 
monftrations  of  joy  paid  her  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

Being  arrived  at  the  king’s  palace,  (he 
was  received  by  that  monarch  like  another 
Rachel  by  Jacob , Efther  by  Ahafhuerus , or 
Artemifia  by  Maufolus  \ and  afterwards  mar- 
ry’d  by  him  after  the  chriftian  manner, 
thereby  giving  a good  example  to  his  fub- 
jeCls,  who  foon  forfook  their  former  li- 
centious principles,  and  fubmitted  to  be 
reftrained  by  the  rules  of  the  gofpel,  that 
is,  were  all  married  according  to  the  rites 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church. 

Malice  After  four  years  million  into  thefe  parts, 
ogainjf  the  aforefaid  two  fathers  tranfported  them- 
tbe  mijji - pe|vcs  int0  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas , partly 
oners'  to  proceed  further  in  the  duties  of  their 
office,  and  partly  to  oblige  the  king  who 
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commanded  it.  This  good  intention  ofMEROLI-^ 
theirs,  it  feems,  the  devil  envied,  for  he 
raifed  up  a certain  ecclefiaftical  perfon  there 
againft  them,  who  extremely  envy’d  our 
two  miflioners.  This  perfon  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed,  before  their  arrival,  to  go  every 
fix  months  to  the  kingdom  of  Ouueri  to 
baptize  that  people,  which  brought  him 
in  the  profit  of  a (lave  a month,  and  another 
from  the  king,  in  confideration  of  his 
charge  and  trouble  ; but  now  finding  him- 
felf deprived  of  this  gain  for  four  years, 
he,  together  with  others  not  well  affeCted 
to  religion,  rais’d  the  cruelleft  perfecution 
againft  thefe  poor  fathers  that  could  pof- 
fibly  have  been  thought  on.  He  accufed 
them  to  the  governor  of  the  ifland  for  ene- 
mies to  the  crown  of  Portugal , and  that 
they  travelled  about  thofe  countries  with 
falfe  paffes ; and  moreover,  that  to  his 
knowledge,  and  in  his  hearing  they  had  de- 
bauch’d the  minds  of  the  king  and  queen 
of  Ouueri , and  befides  held  correfpondence 
with  the  enemies  of  the  Porluguefe  domi- 
nions. All  this  the  governor  heard  pati- 
ently, yet  did  not  immediately  refolve  to 
have  thefe  innocent  fathers  feiz’d  ; where- 
upon one  of  thofe  that  had  accompany’d 
the  queen  to  Ouueri , faid  to  him,  Take 
care , my  lord , of  what  you  do,  left  apprehend- 
ing thefe  apoftolical  mifftoners,  you  create  a 
difference  between  the  crown  of  Portugal  and 
the  fee  of  Rome.  We  are  much  obliged  to 
thefe  holy  men  for  raifing  our  country-wo- 
men to  a crown.  The  governor  would 
not  meddle  with  thefe  holy  men,  but  or- 
dered them  to  be  fent  to  Loanda,  where 
there  were  likewife  great  complaints  made 
againft  them  by  the  aforefaid  prieft  and  his 
adherents. 

Hence  they  were  fent  to  the  tribunal  at 
Lifbon , where  being  declared  innocent,  in 
that  they  had  fufficient  authority  from  the 
crown  for  what  they  had  adted,  their  accu- 
fers  were  cited  to  appear  to  make  good,  if 
they  could,  their  allegations ; which  not 
being  able  to  do,  the  chief  calumniator, 
the  ecclefiaftic,  fled  to  Brafil,  and  the 
others  to  other  places  for  protection. 

Father Bonaventura  da  Firenze, on  account 
of  his  great  indilpofitions,  returned  to  Italy ; 
but  father  Angelo  Maria  directed  his  courfe 
anew  towards  the  ifland  of  St.Thomas,  where 
having  performed  the  part  of  a good  mif- 
fionary, and  a good  Chriftian,  teaching  by 
his  exemplary  life  what  his  tongue  omit- 
ted, he  returned  after  fome  time  to  Lifbon, 
and  died  there.  Until  our  coming  into 
this  part  of  Ethiopia,  thefe  kingdoms  had 
not  feen  the  face  of  any  other  miflioner ; 
and  every  time  any  ihip  came  to  anchor  in 
their  harbours,  the  natives  would  afk  the 
feamen  if  they  had  any  Capuchin  on  board  ? 

And  if  they  were  anfwered  that  they  had 
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MEROLLAnot,  then  would  they  fly  into  a paffion, 
and  cry  out.  Muft  we  then  always  lead  our 
lives  thus  like  beafts , and  never  have  any 
priefts  come  to  teach  us  better  ? 

Whilft  I was  at  Loanda , they  writ  to  our 
fuperior,  father  John  da  Romano , to  fend 
them  fome  fpiritual  labourer.  He  fent 
their  letter  to  the  facred  college,  who  writ 
back,  that  for  the  prefent  father  Monteleone 
fhould  go  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  and 
build  a convent  there,  to  the  end  that 
whenever  any  miflioners  came  thither,  they 
might  the  eafier  tranfport  themfelves  into 
thefe  kingdoms.  If  there  were  miflioners 
fufficient  fent,  efpecially  from  the  facred 
college,  and  the  apoftolick  fee,  I dare  be 
pofltive  they  would  find  the  converfion  of 
this  part  of  Ethiopia  eafy  enough,  the  peo- 
ple thereof  confefling  already,  that  they 
believe  the  fucceflor  of  St.  Peter  to  be  a 
moll  holy  perfon,  and  one  that  cannot  err  •, 
and  confequently  thofe  that  are  fent  by 
him  are  like  him,  and  therefore  they 
have  no  fufpicion  of  the  Italians , which 
would  not  be  in  refped  of  other  nations, 
in  regard  to  their  political  ftate.  This 
happinefs,  peculiar  to  our  nation,  gives 
us  authority  to  go  in  our  habits  into  their 
innermoft  recefifes,  which  priefts  of  other 
countries  would  not  be  permitted  to  do. 
Neverthelefs  the  devil,  the  author  of  all 
ill,  does  oftentimes  work  fo  by  his  mi- 
nifters,  that  he  gives  us  fome  difturb- 
ance , which  notwithftanding  fignifies 
little  or  nothing,  great  numbers  having 
been  in  few  years  converted  here.  If  I 
fhould  fay  myfelf,  that  I have  done  that 
good  office  for  thoufands  and  thoufands, 
I’m  fure  I fhould  not  lie ; for  I can  be  po- 
fitive  that  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
I have  baptifed  no  lefs  than  thirteen  thou- 
fand,  and  caufed  very  many  to  marry. 
The  fhort  time  I did  this  in  will  be  the 
lefs  wondered  at,  if  the  great  numbers  of 
people  here  be  confidered  ; and  that,  as  I 
have  faid  before  in  another  place,  one  of 
our  order  alone  baptized  upwards  of  fifty 
thoufand.  Alfo  father  Jerom  da  Montefar- 
chio  of  our  province  of  Naples  (whole  pain- 
ful travels  and  good  qualities  have  already 
been  made  known  to  the  world  by  another 
hand)  told  me  himfelf,  before  his  death, 
that  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  con- 
tinuance in  thefe  parts,  he  baptized  above 
one  hundred  thoufand  perlons,  and  amongft 
the  reft,  the  king,  or  rather  duke  of  Congo- 
bella , tributary  to  the  king  of  Micocco,  to- 
gether with  his  nephew,  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  quality. 

Converfi-  That  thefe  fort  of  people  have  been  given 
on  of  an  to  idolatry,  and  the  eating  of  man’s  flefh, 
obftinate  J cannot  deny  ; but  then  I muft  affirm, 
BUk.  that  they  readily  imbrace  Chriftianity,  and 
reap  the  fruit  of  it,  as  may  appear  by  what 


happened  to  me.  Our  interpreter  had  a 
certain  black  flave,  a very  ftrong  fellow, 
but  blind  and  obftinate  to  the  good  advice 
was  given  him  by  his  mafter  to  abjure  pa- 
ganifm,  and  embrace  the  chriftian  faith. 
His  anfwer  in  defence  of  his  principles  was. 
That  the  elephant  never  eats  fait  (fo  they 
call  baptifm  in  their  language)  and  yet  he 
became  fat  and  large,  and  lived  a long 
while.  It  feems  the  holy  baptifm  in  their 
dialed;  is  called  ?ninemungk,  which  is  as 
much  as  to  fay,  to  feafon  the  blejfed  fait. 
If  any  one  fhould  afk,  if  fuch  a one  were 
a Chriftian  or  a pagan?  if  a Chriftian, 
they  would  anfwer,  He  is  a Chriftian,  for 
he  has  tailed  of  the  fait  that  has  been  blef- 
fed  by  the  prieft.  You  muft  obferve,  that 
if  any  of  thefe  had  been  baptifed  with  wa- 
ter alone,  he  would  not  have  been  very 
well  fatisfied.  Now  this  flave  fpoken  of 
before,  happening  to  be  grievous  fick,  I 
went  to  vifit  him,  and  ufing  a great  many 
fpiritual  arguments  to  him,  found  it  not 
difficult  to  convert  him.  He  yielded  to  my 
propofals,  and  was  baptifed,  to  the  great 
fatisfadion  of  his  mafter,  as  well  as  him- 
felf, and  afterwards  married  to  a chriftian 
woman  there  prefent.  The  third  day  after, 
he  died,  changing  his  flavery  in  this  life 
for  a glorious  liberty  in  the  other. 

To  fay  that  the  Negroes , and  efpecially 
Giaghi,  are  always  obftinate  and  perverfe, 
and  man-eaters,  is  not  to  be  made  an  ob- 
jedion  againft  them,  becaufe  our  Saviour 
fays,  Thofe  that  are  well  do  not  ftand  in  need 
of  a phyfician  ; and  the  worfe  thediftemper, 
the  more  need  of  cure.  This  will  appear 
by  the  only  inftance  of  the  converfion  of 
the  queen  of  Singa:  this  queen,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  her  people,  was  converted 
by  the  great  pains  of  father  Anthony  Lau- 
dati  da  Gaeta  of  our  order ; the  manner 
whereof  was  told  me  by  a Portuguefe  cap- 
tain that  was  prefent  when  it  was  done.  He 
faid,  the  queen  and  the  aforefaid  father  An- 
thony were  Handing  together  difeourfing, 
when  all  of  a fudden  the  friar  thus  befpoke 
the  queen  •,  Madam , when  I behold  fo  many 
large  and  fruitful  valleys,  enriched  and  adorn- 
ed with  fo  many  cryftal  Jlr earns,  and  defended 
from  the  injuries  of  weather  by  fuch  high  and 
pleafant  hills,  all  under  your  majeftf  s com- 
mand, I cannot  forbear  being  fo  bold,  as  to 
ajk  you  who  was  the  author  of  all  thefe  ? Who 
fecundated  the  ground , and  afterwards  ripens 
the  fruit?  To  which  the  queen,  withoutthe 
leaft  hefitation,  readily  anfwered,  My  an - 
ceftors.  Then  (replied  the  Capuchin)  does 
your  majefty  enjoy  the  whole  power  of  your  an- 
ceftors  ? Tes  (anfwered  fhe)  and  much  more , 
for  over  and  above  what  they  had,  I am  ab- 
folute  miftrefs  of  the  kingdom  of  Matamba. 
The  pious  friar  hearing  this  ftooped  to  reach 
a {lender  ftraw  that  lay  upon  the  ground, 
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and  having  taken  it  up,  cried  to  the  queen, 
Madam , pray  do  me  the  favour  to  caufe  this 
to  hang  without  holding  in  the  air.  The 
queen  turned  away  her  face,  and  looked 
fcornfully  at  a requeft  fo  infignificant  and 
inconfiderable.  The  friar  re-inforced  his 
petition,  earneftly  entreating  her  majefty 
to  comply  with  his  defires ; whereupon 
proffering  to  put  it  into  her  hand,  fhe  let 
ic  fall.  Father  Anthony  ftooped  again  to 
take  it  up,  but  the  queen  being  the  more 
nimble  of  the  two,  got  hold  of  it  before 
him  ; The  reafon  (quoth  the  friar)  why  the 
Jlraw  fell  was , becaufe  your  majefty  did  not 
command  it  not  to  fall ; but  now  be  pleafed  to 
order  it  to  hang  of  itfelf  without  help , in  the 
air.  She  did  fo,  but  it  would  not  obey. 
Whereupon  the  zealous  friar  broke  out  into 
the  following  expreflions,  Be  it  known  to 
your  majefty , 0 queen , that  your  anceftors  have 
no  otherwife  been  authors  of  thefe  fair  fields 
and  fprings , than  you  are  of  the  fupport  of 
this  Jlraw,  but  that  the  great  Creator  of  hea- 
ven and  earth,  Christ  Jesus,  the  only  Son 
God,  and  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  Trinity , 
whofe  image  you  have  here  upon  this  crucifix , 
made  thofe  and  all  things  elfe , that  is,  was 
the  firfi  caufe  of  all.  Then  the  queen  hum- 
bled herfelf,  and  bowing  her  royal  head, 
lubmitted  to  own  the  truth,  embracing  the 
holy  faith,  wherein  Ihe  not  long  after  died; 
and  which  fhe  had  before  received  in  her 
younger  days,  but  apoftatized  from  it. 

The  Ethiopians  are  not  fo  dull  and  ftupid 
as  is  commonly  imagined,  but  rather  more 
fubtle  and  cunning  than  ordinary,  as  may 
appear  by  what  happened  to  a certain  French 
fea-captain  at  Mina,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa , 
which  he  told  me  himfelf,  and  was  con- 
firmed to  me  by  a Portuguefe  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Thomas , who  was  an  eye-witnefs  to  it. 
This  captain  failing  along  the  coafts  where 
the  mines  are,  and  thinking  to  exchange  his 
merchandize  for  gold,  was  unfortunately 
made  a prize  by  a Hollander , who  feizing 
his  fhip,  and  putting  the  feamen  into  irons, 
carried  their  captain,  under  a ftrong  guard, 
afhore  before  the  governor,  who  for  a wel- 
come, ordered  him  to  a clofe  prifon,  load- 
ed with  irons,  and  to  be  looked  after  by 
about  thirty  ftrong  Blacks , where  he  ex- 
pected nothing  but  death.  The  chief  of 
thefe  Negroes  perceiving  the  prifoner  to  bear 
fo  manfully  what  was  fo  wrongfully  offer- 
ed him,  by  an  earned  and  ftedfaft  look 
on  him,  difcovered  both  his  pity  and  con- 
cern for  fo  great  injuftice  done  him.  At 
laft  being  encouraged  by  the  gravity  and 
modefty  of  his  countenance,  which  pro- 
mifed  a great  deal  of  prudence  and  difcre- 
tion,  he  approached  him,  and  faid  to  him, 
Since  you  have  done  no  body  any  harm,  and 
your  enemies  have  behaved  themfelves  immo- 
derately rigorous  towards  you,  not  only  in  itn- 


prifoning,  but  likewife  in  depriving  you  of  your  Merolla 
goods  and  life,  I offer  myfelf,  led  thereunto 
by  a principle  of  abhorrence  of  fuch  actions,  to 
free  you.  The  captain  taking  heart  at  this 
proffer  of  the  Negroes , anfwered  him,  If 
thou  haft  courage  Juffcient  to  deliver  me  from 
death,  and  conduct  me  in  fafety  to  my  fhip,  1 
will  in  recompenfereward  thee  with  whatever 
thou  canft  afk.  But  how  (continued  he)  is 
it  poffble  for  me  to  have  fo  good  fortune,  vshen 
there  are  fo  many  appointed  to  look  after  me  ? 

Leave  that  to  me  (replied  the  Ethiopian ) for 
I do  not  doubt  but  I fhall  be  able,  by  the  help 
of  fix  of  my  companions  whom  I have  already 
engaged,  to  carry  you  off  fafe  to  your  fijip. 

The  way  I have  propofed  to  do  it  is,  by  mak- 
ing the  reft  of  my  companions  dead  drunk  with 
good  wine , which  will  give  us  that  are  your 
friends  a liberty  to  ati  as  we  pleafe.  He 
was  not  long  afterwards  as  good  as  his  word, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  his  endeavours  anfwered 
his  expectation.  The  captain  looked  upon 
his  deliverer  to  be  rather  an  angel  fent  from 
heaven  to  his  aftiftance,  than  a black  Ethio- 
pian. As  foon  as  they  were  got  out  of 
the  prifon,  they  made  all  the  hafte  they 
could,  directing  their  fteps  all  that  night 
through  thick  woods  and  unfrequented 
paths,  till  at  length  they  got  fafe  to  the 
port.  The  Negro  went  aboard  the  fhip, 
where  he  acquainted  the  Butch  guard, 
that  the  governor  had  fet  at  liberty  both 
the  captain  and  his  crew,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  them  to  free  their  prifoners  from  their 
fetters,  and  fet  them  at  liberty.  The  Hol- 
landers immediately  obeyed  this  order,  giv- 
ing credit  to  what  word  the  Negro  had 
brought  them,  he  having  been  always  look- 
ed upon  for  an  honeft  fellow ; and  receiv- 
ing a fmall  reward,  departed. 

The  captain  feeing  himfelf  mafter  of  his 
fhip,  returned  his  unfeigned  thanks  to  hea- 
ven for  his  prefervation,  and  then  fetting 
open  all  his  chefts,  offered  his  preferver 
what  recompence  he  would  have : all  which 
the  Negro  refufed,  alledging  that  what  fer- 
vice  he  had  done  him,  was  wholly  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  a man  of  honour,  and 
in  commiferation  of  his  condition,  and  not 
out  of  any  intereft  or  advantage  which  he 
propofed  to  himfelf  thereby : and  further, 
that  if  he  pleafed  to  accept  of  his  and  his 
companions  fervice,  they  would  follow  him 
wherefoever  he  went.  If  that  be  your  in- 
tentions (replied  the  obliged  Frenchman ) let 
us  fet  fail  and  be  gone,  and  I fhall  always  en- 
deavour to  proportion  my  gratitude  and  acknow- 
ledgments to  your  merits.  This  faid,  the  fea- 
men did  not  weigh  their  anchors,  but  cut 
their  cables,  and  hoifting  fail  at  the  fame 
time,  to  avoid  falling  afrefh  into  the  Hol- 
landers hands,  flood  their  courfe  direCtly 
for  France.  The  great  civilities  lhewed 
both  to  this  Negro  and  his  companions 

throughout 


<58o 


A Voyage  to  Congo.  Part 


Merolla  throughout  the  whole  voyage,  are  not  to 
be  expreflTed : the  feamen  would  often  com- 
pliment them,  and  efpecially  their  chief, 
calling  him  their  deliverer.  When  they 
came  to  land,  the  captain’s  relations  and 
friends  drove  which  fhould  oblige  thefe 
Blacks  mod.  When  they  had  been  about 
three  months  afhore,  the  Negroes  advifed 
the  captain  to  freight  his  fhip  anew  with 
fome  rich  merchandize  and  curiofi  ties,  and 
Chinea.  to  fail  towards  a place  called  Chine  a , where 
they  could  condubt  him  to  a port  not  fub- 
ject  to  the  Hollanders^  and  known  to  them, 
where  he  might  gain  what  profit  hepieafed 
without  any  danger.  Who  now  could 
have  midruded  the  prefervers  of  their  lives  ? 
The  captain  therefore  confidering  of  the 
propofal,  and  knowing  it  to  be  as  they 
had  told  him,  the  place  they  named  being 
below  the  mines,  freighted  his  fhip  accor- 
dingly, and  fet  fail  again  towards  the  ea- 
dern  coads  of  Africa.  Coming  to  an  an- 
chor in  the  idand  of  St.  Thomas  to  take  in 
frefh  provifions,  where  the  wind  and  cur- 
rent are  always  fair  for  Chinea  or  Mina , 
he  made  what  hade  he  could  to  put  again 
to  fea  : at  his  fird  coming  out  he  had  a very 
gentle  gale,  but  dood  ready  againd  the 
trade  or  fettled  wind  came  up,  which  the 
Portuguefes  call  Viracao , which  there  rifes 
and  falls  every  fix  hours  with  the  tide. 
Then  fpreading  their  fails,  the  mariners, 
except  the  pilot,  deerdnan,  and  another 
perfon,  together  with  the  fubtle  Negroes , 
who  watched  for  fome  ill  purpofe,  fell 
adeep.  One  of  thefe  Negroes  fet  himfelf 
to  cutting  of  wood,  to  the  end  that  with 
the  noife  of  the  ax  he  might  drown  what 
the  others  intended  to  do.  The  others 
knocked  out  the  brains  of  four  of  the  fea- 
men, together  with  the  pilot,  and  their 
dedgns  were  to  have  murdered  all;  but  as 
Providence  would  have  it,  the  captain  hear- 
ing of  what  had  happened  by  means  of  a 
little  boy,  fnatching  up  a cutlace  and  two 
brace  of  pidols,  and  finding  the  door  bolt- 
ed without,  he  was  forced  to  get  out  at  a 
port-hole:  when  he  came  upon  deck,  and 
faw  fome  of  his  men  lying  dead,  and  others 
defending  themfelves,  he  called  out  to 
wake  the  reft  of  the  feamen,  and  then  fal- 
ling on  foon  difpatched  four  of  the  Negroes ^ 
amongft  whom  was  their  chief,  whofe  head 
was  inftantly  cut  off,  and  his  body  fent  to 
feed  the  fharks.  The  three  that  remained, 
having  firft  confeft,  that  their  plot  was  to 
have  murdered  all  the  fhip’s  crew,  and  af- 
terwards to  have  run  away  to  their  own 
country  with  the  veflel,  boafting  what  a 
trick  they  had  put  upon  the  Chriftians  of 
Europe , paid  the  merit  of  their  folly,  for 
they  were  immediately  hanged  up  at  the 
yard-arm.  This  happening  in  fight  of  the 
iOand  of  St.  Thomas , the  people  from  the 


fhore  fired  upon  the  fhip  to  know  the  oc- 
cafion  of  it;  but  the  captain  hanging  out 
a white  flag,  fent  his  boat  afhore  to  acquaint 
them  how  he  had  been  ufed  by  the  Negroes y 
which  extremely  furprifed  both  the  iftanders 
and  fome  others  that  heard  it;  but  they 
more  efpecially  wondered  how  thofe  fubtle 
Blacks  could  harbour  fo  ill  a defign  fo  long. 
The  captain  further  told  me,  that  after  this 
he  would  needs  go  to  Sogno  to  fee  the  river 
Zaire , and  try  if  he  could  thereby  get  into 
the  kingdom  of  the  AbyJJines  belonging  to 
PrcJler-John.  He  was  informed  that  that 
river  by  reafon  of  the  great  number  of 
iflands  in  it,  and  the  feveral  canals  and  ri- 
vers that  run  into  it,  was  not  at  all  fafe 
for  great  fliips  to  fail  in : he  neverthelefs 
was  refolved  to  venture  to  fatisfy  himfelf  in 
what  he  had  propofed.  Being  obliged  to 
pafs  by  the  kingdom  of  Angoij , which  lay 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  inhabi- 
tants thereofperceiving  a fhip  coming  along 
with  fuch  people  on  board  as  they  had  never 
feen  or  heard  of  before,  fent  out  a canoo  to 
them  to  tell  them  they  mult  come  and  an- 
chor in  Capinda , a port  of  the  faid  kingdom. 
And  likewife  having  further  underftood, 
that  they  were  going  to  make  difeoveries 
up  the  river,  they  let  them  know,  that  if 
they  would  comply  with  their  requeft,  and 
come  to  harbour  in  their  port,  they  fhould 
thence  becondu&ed  in  their difeovery,  and 
buy  as  many  flaves  and  as  much  ivory  as 
they  pleafed.  But  above  all  things  they  ad- 
vifed them  not  to  touch  upon  Sogno,  affirm- 
ing that  people  were  enemies  to  the  Whites , 
and  not  many  years  before  had  made  a great 
daughter  among  them.  The  captain,  to 
fatisfy  thefe  people,  left  a boat  laden  with 
goods  with  two  mariners  in  it,  and  failed 
away.  The  Negroes  carried  them  up  into 
the  country,  and  divided  the  merchandize 
among  themfelves.  Fifteen  days  paft,  and 
no  news  was  heard  of  the  faid  two  feamen, 
nor  even  of  any  trade  or  traffick  fettled  by 
their  means,  and  yet  the  Negroes  gave  good 
words,  and  went  daily  aboard  the  fhip  to 
preferve  a good  correfpondence,  drinking 
and  caroufing  at  the  captain’s  expence.  At 
length  the  mani  or  governor  of  Capinda 
coming  on  board  himfelf,  accompanied 
with  five  or  fix  followers,  the  French  cap- 
tain on  a fudden  caufed  them  to  be  feized 
and  clapt  under  hatches  in  irons,  threatning 
that  unlefs  the  two  mariners  with  their  mer- 
chandize were  fpeedily  reftored,  he  would 
not  only  carry  them  away  for  flaves,  but 
likewife  as  many  others  of  that  kingdom 
as  he  could  meet.  We  Capuchins  perfuad- 
ed  the  count  of  Sogno  to  do  the  captain  ju- 
ftice,  who  upon  the  apprehending  the  mani 
and  his  companions,  recovered  the  feamen 
and  part  of  the  goods.  To  fatisfy  for  the 
reft,,  the  Angoij  were  ordered  to  pay  twelve 
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flaves,  which  not  coming,  the  captain  fet 
fail  with  the  feven  he  had  got,  putting  the 
eighth  afhore  to  condudt  the  twelve  (laves 
afiigned  to  Sogno , where  he  traded  for  three 
hundred  (laves,  whom  he  carried  to  fell  in 
the  ifland  Hifpaniola.  The  captain  himfelf 
told  me  he  was  extremely  pleafed  that  he 
had  got  a Negro  governor  to  prefent  to  his 
king  clothed  after  thefafhion  of  that  coun- 
ty- ... 

By  this  relation  the  reader  may  perceive 
that  the  Negroes  are  both  a malicious  and 
fubtle  people,  and  I likewife  mud  allow 
that  they  fpend  the  mod  part  of  their  time 
in  circumventing  and  deceiving  ; yet  I can- 
not allow,  that  becaufe  they  are  a dub- 
born  foil,  they  mud  be  left  uncultivated : 
being  of  fo  perverfe  a nature  as  they  ge- 
nerally are,  they  require  the  greater  appli- 
cation of  indrubtion.  But  this  dill  is  to 
be  faid  for  them,  that  when  you  come 
once  to  eradicate  their  vitious  principles, 
they  feldom  or  never  return  to  their  date 
of  damnation  again. 

Grievous  no  doubt  are  the  fufferings  of 
the  miflioners  in  thefe  parts,  whether  you 
confider  the  length  of  their  travels,  their 
frequent  want  of  neceflaries,  the  various 
climates  of  the  countries  they  pafs  through, 
the  fuffocatingand  infupportable  heats,  efpe- 
cially  to  us  Europeans , who  fry  within  our 
woollen  clothes,  the  travelling  over  rocks 
and  frightful  precipices,  the  often  deep- 
ing upon  the  bare  ground,  the  being  per- 
fected by  wizards  and  fuch  fort  of  wretches, 
andfometimes  by  badChridians ; andlad- 
ly,  the  lofing  fo  much  blood  as  we  are  fain 
to  do  to  preferve  our  healths,  and  a thou- 
fand  other  inconveniences  in  life,  which 
cannot  be  here  enumerated:  all  which  are 

neverthelefs  pleafing  to  thofe  who  undergo 
them  on  account  of  its  being  for  God’s 
fervice  that  they  fuffer,  who  being  a re- 
munerator  animarum , both  can  and  will  re- 
ward them. 

As  to  my  return  from  Africa,  it  was 
truly  through  mere  neceflity,  and  at  which 
I was  not  a little  concerned  when  I con- 
fidered,  that  I mud  leave  fo  much  work 
undone  behind  me,  and  whereof  thofe  poor 
kingdoms  have  fo  much  need  to  conduct 
them  in  their  way  to  heaven.  My  depar- 
ture was  principally  occafioned  by  my  ill- 
nefs ; but  had  I recovered  my  health  in 
Brafil  whither  I was  going,  as  I propofed 
to  myfelf,  my  intentions  were  to  have  re- 
turned once  more  to  Ethiopia  ; but  my  re- 
covery proved  fo  very  dow,  and  I found 
myfelf  fo  exceeding  weak,  that  I laid  all 
thofe  thoughts  afide.  Arriving  not  long 
after  at  Baia  the  principal  city  of  Brafil,  I 
was  for  a (hort  time  entertained  very  cour- 
teoufly  in  a French  convent  of  our  order, 
whole  friars  ufed  their  utmod  diligence  to 
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procure  me  a good  captain  to  tranfport  meMEROLL 
fick  as  I was  to  Liflon.  They  firft  fpoke 
to  a countryman  of  theirs,  and  who  offer- 
ed to  carry  and  provide  me  a convenient 
cabbin  becaufe  I was  fick,  but  I mud  go  as 
a paflenger,  and  not  as  chaplain,  and  that 
becaufe  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  laws  of 
Portugal , which  make  it  a crime  for  any 
(hip  to  fail  without  one.  I told  him,  as  I 
had  formerly  done  the  other  captain  at  the 
beginning  of  my  voyage  to  Africa , that  if 
he  would  needs  exclude  me  from  the  duties 
of  my  fun£tion,  I mud  neceflarily  refufe 
his  offer,  being  willing  to  earn  my  diet 
and  paflage,  and  fo  we  parted.  I was  after- 
wards requeded  by  the  governor  of  Maf- 
fangano,  who  came  with  us  from  the  king- 
dom of  Angola,  and  from  whom  I had  re- 
ceived feveral  civilities  in  our  voyage,  to 
go  along  with  him  to  Portugal ; I thank- 
fully accepted  his  offer,  and  in  three  months 
time  in  company  of  a fleet  of  twenty  eight 
(hips  laden  with  tobacco  and  fugars,  by  the 
adidance  of  a favourable  wind  and  good 
weather,  we  reached  the  height  of  Lifbon. 

It  being  almod  night  before  we  got  near 
the  port,  but  three  of  our  (hips  could  get 
in,  viz.  that  I was  in,  the  Frenchman , and 
another,  the  red  being  obliged  to  keep  out 
at  fea  all  that  night,  and  the  greated  part 
of  the  next  day,  by  realon  the  tide  was 
againd  them.  At  day- break  the  phyfi- 
cian  came  on  board  us  three,  to  fee  what 
date  of  health  we  were  in  ; but  before  he 
approached,  the  Frenchman  thinking  it  had 
been  a cudom-houfe  felucca,  went  to  hide 
a certain  quantity  of  tobacco  he  had  in  his 
powder-room,  but  through  a fatal  mifcar- 
riage  letting  a (park  from  the  candle  fall  on 
one  of  the  barrels,  the  powder  took  fire 
and  blew  up  the  poop  of  the  (hip,  where- 
by the  water  flowing  into  the  red  of  the 
(hattered  veffel,  it  lunk  in  a trice:  None 
of  the  people  that  were  in  her  efcaped,  but 
only  fuch  as  could  fwim,  and  they  made 
fhift  to  get  to  fhore,  or  elfe  were  taken 
up  by  boats.  If  this  (hip  had  not  funk  as 
(he  did  after  (he  was  blown  up,  what  da- 
mage might  lhe  not  have  done  us  that 
were  very  near  her?  Having  obferved  the 
great  efcape  I and  my  fellow-voyagers  had, 

I fell  on  my  knees,  and  returned  my  un- 
feigned thanks  to  the  mod  High  for  our 
prefervation,  and  efpecially  in  that  I hap- 
pened not  to  go  in  that  unfortunate  (hip. 

This  accident  was  reported  about  among 
the  vulgar  to  have  been  a judgment  on  the 
faid  (hip  for  not  having  a chaplain  on 
board  her. 

At  length  we  landed,  which  we  had  no 
looner  done,  but  I and  father  Francis  da 
Pavia,  a chaplain  in  another  drip,  and 
my  companion  all  the  way  from  Ethiopia , 
fell  down  on  our  knees  again  to  return 
8 M heaven 
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Me  roll  a heaven  thanks  for  our  fafe  arrival  in  Por- 
tugal:  we  then  went  immediately  to  wait 
on  the  king,  who  being  gone  that  day  out 
of  the  city  to  vifit  the  infanta  his  daughter, 
we  were  fain  to  defer  that  intention.  At 
his  return  his  majefty  being  informed  of 
our  defigns,  and  having  fcarce  alighted, 
fent  prefently  for  us;  but  the  meffengers 
not  finding  us  in  the  city,  came  to  our 
convent,  where  they  met  us  and  gave  us  to 
underftand,  that  we  might  go  to  court 
whenfoever  we  pleafed,  the  king  being  very 
defirous  to  fee  us.  We  loft  no  time,  but 
immediately  repaired  to  court,  and  were 
admitted  to  audience. 

The  king’s  countenance  was  extremely 
pleafing,  and  his  reception  of  us  very 
friendly,  Handing  out  of  refpeCt  to  us  with 
his  hat  all  the  while  in  his  hand : he  kiffed 
our  habits,  and  then  began  to  fpeak  of  our 
order  and  miffion,  and  efpecially  of  us 
Italian  miftioners,  for  whom  he  faid  he 
had  a very  particular  refpeCt,  having  been 
often  informed  how  much  good  we  had 
done,  and  did  daily  in  Ethiopia  for  God’s 
fervice ; and  that  although  it  was  true, 
that  he  had  forbid  any  foreign  prieft  to 
exercife  their  function  within  his  conquefts 
in  thofe  parts,  yet  he  did  by  no  means  de- 
fign  to  exclude  his  Italian  Capuchins  there- 
by. Thefe  words  he  fpoke  not  only  once, 
but  repeated  as  often  as  any  opportunity 
offered  in  difcourfe. 

I muft  not  forget  the  civilities  fhewed 
me  here  by  fignior  Nicolo  Bomcurfi , a gen- 
tleman of  Florence , who  took  me  from  our 
convent  at  Lifbon  to  tranfport  me  to  Leg- 
horn, proffering  me  withal  a neceffary  fub- 
fiftence  for  the  whole  voyage.  Herein  ne- 
verthelefs  the  captain  of  the  fhip  oppofed 
him,  telling  me  that  I fhould  eat  at  his  ta- 
ble ; but  fignior  Nicolo  notwithftanding 
would  not  be  refufed  the  fending  a fervant 
along  with  me  to  wait  on  me,  which  I 
muft  own  the  fellow  did  with  a great  deal 
of  obfequioufnefs  and  diligence.  Signior 
Nicolo  would  alfo  have  hired  a felucca  to 
carry  me  to  Naples ; which  I refufing,  he 
recommended  me  to  the  marquefs  Pucci  at 
Leghorn , to  the  end  that  he  might  fee  me 
provided  with  neceffaries  for  my  further 
voyage  to  Genoa , whither  I was  bound. 
We  not  long  after  fet  fail,  and  arrived  at 
Leghorn  in  a fhort  time,  whence  in  a few 
days  I went  on  board  again  a fhip  called 
The  Holy  Rofe,  and  with  a profperous  gale 
foon  got  to  Genoa.  As  we  were  going  to 
enter  the  port  about  midnight,  the  wind 
all  of  a fudden  chopt  about  full  in  our  teeth, 
forcing  us  back  to  fea  again.  About  break 
of  day,  while  we  were  making  for  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  to  get  in,  a French  man 
of  war  was  juft  coming  out,  who  perceiv- 
ing us  failed,  made  up  to  us,  keeping  to 
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windward  : her  captain  as  he  came  nearer 
hauled  us  to  fend  our  boat  on  board,  but 
ours  taking  little  or  no  notice  of  him  failed 
on:  whereupon  the  French-man  came  up  to 
the  windward  of  us  again,  giving  us  to  un- 
derftand, that  being  we  were  a man  of  war 
like  himfelf,  he  was  obliged  by  an  exprefs 
order  from  his  king  either  to  force  us 
aboard,  or  to  fink  us.  At  the  hearing  of 
this  all  our  fhip’s  company  were  extremely 
concerned,  and  that  efpecially  becaufe  the 
day  before  at  the  difcovery  of  Genoa  we 
had  difcharged  all  our  cannon  except  thir- 
teen, which  we  referved  to  falute  the  holy 
crofs  in  the  faid  city.  Our  mufkets  like- 
wife  were  all  laid  up  in  the  gun-room, 
and  our  feamen  had  put  on  their  beft  clothes 
to  go  afhore:  neverthelefs  laying  afide  all 
fear  or  delay,  two  of  our  officers  got  ready 
what  arms  they  had,  and  ranged  both  paf- 
fengers  and  feamen,  except  only  thofe  that 
were  quartered  at  the  aforefaid  great  guns 
on  the  decks,  in  expectation  of  the  enemy’s 
being  as  good  as  his  word,  fince  we  had 
abfolutely  refufed  to  comply  with  his  com- 
mands. What  a buz  and  rumour  was  to 
be  heard  every  where  then  amongft  the 
armed  foldiers  and  feamen ! For  my  part 
I almoft  thought  I was  in  hell,  and  which 
put  me  in  mind  of  that  verfe  of  Virgil's,  in 
his  fixth  JEneid. 

Stridor  ferric  tract cepue  catence. 

At  length,  to  prevent  what  inconveniences 
might  have  enfued  fo  ralh  an  engagement, 
the  French  captain  fent  his  brother  on  board 
us  to  fee  who  we  were,  who  coming  near 
us,  and  perceiving  what  preparations  we 
had  made  for  a fight,  and  moreover  hear- 
ing from  us  that  we  were  Genoefes , cried 
out,  To  what  purpofe  are  all  thefe  warlike 
preparations , Jince  there  is  peace  between  us 
and  Genoa?  We  anfweredhim,  that  at  fea 
we  ought  always  to  be  on  our  guard  againft 
accidents  we  might  meet  with,  and  for 
ought  we  knew  his  fhip  might  be  no  French 
man  of  war,  becaufe  it  was  a common 
thing  to  put  out  falfe  colours.  He  then 
demanded  what  number  of  men  we  had  on 
board,  having  perceived  a great  many  on 
the  deck:  we  told  him  we  were  four  hun- 
dred, and  in  truth  we  were  fo  many.  At 
laft  he  acquainted  us,  that  he  had  orders 
from  his  mafter  to  demand  all  French- men 
he  could  meet  with  except  merchants  on 
board  any  veffel  whatever,  and  defired  to 
know  if  we  had  any  fuch  among  us ; learch 
was  made,  and  all  that  were  found  deli- 
vered immediately,  except  a drummer  who 
hid  himfelf  fo  that  much  time  was  fpent 
before  he  could  be  found,  but  at  laft  he 
went  with  the  reft.  This  done,  the  French- 
man departed  peaceably,  and  left  us  to  pur- 
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fue  our  entrance  into  the  port,  which  we 
immediately  did,  and  being  fafely  got  in, 
caft  anchor  before  the  city. 

It  might  have  proved  a more  than  ordi- 
nary damage  to  us  had  we  engaged  this 
French  veffel,  by  reafon  that  over  and  above 
a great  quantity  of  merchandize  of  diffe- 
rent kinds  which  we  had  on  board,  we  had 
likewife  above  a million  and  a half  of  mo- 
ney belonging  to  merchants,  as  alfo  a great 
deal  of  uncoined  and  unwrought  filver. 
Our  (hip  carried  befides  all  the  money  that 
had  been  collected  that  year  in  Spain  by  the 
commiffary  of  the  croifade,  as  likewife 
feveral  other  fums  given  in  charity  to- 
wards the  canonizing  of  two  faints  at 
Rome. 

As  I obferved  fome  things  in  my  way 
through  the  city  of  Lifbon  when  I went  to 
Congo,  fol  cannot  help  taking  notice  here 
of  another  particular  which  I heard  there  as 
I came  back : it  was  about  a law  made  by 
the  king  of  Portugal  concerning  excels  in 
apparel.  It  feems  the  French  merchants 
had  before  been  accuftomed  every  year  to 
introduce  new  fafhions  in  clothes  after  their 
own  fancies,  and  dreffing  babies  in  them, 
to  expofe  them  to  the  view  of  the  people, 
who  prefently  bought  up  thofe  garments, 
and  fo  had  a new  fafhion  every  year, 
whereby  the  fellers  were  enriched,  and  the 
buyers  impoverifhed  •,  fo  that  moft  of  the 
coin  of  Portugal  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 


French , to  prevent  the  exportation  whereof  Merolla 
the  king  raifed  the  value  of  it.  But  this 
he  was  neverthelefs  difappointed  in,  for 
the  French  merchants  obferving  what  had 
been  done,  raifed  the  value  of  their  goods 
proportionably,  and  the  people  were  fo 
far  infatuated,  that  they  were  refolved  to 
have  them  whatever  they  coft  them.  The 
king  feeing  this,  publifhed  another  procla- 
mation to  prohibit  his  fubje&s  the  wearing 
of  any  filk,  gold  or  filver,  and  withal 
commanded  them  to  confine  themfelves  to 
bays,  or  fuch  fluffs  as  were  the  manufacture 
of  the  country,  prohibiting  alfo  foreign 
hats  and  {lockings.  And  the  more  to  en- 
cline  his  fubjefts  to  the  obferving  of  this 
law,  he  himfelf  firfl  fet  them  an  example. 

As  for  what  filk,  gold,  or  filver  the  church 
required,  he  ordered  certain  commiffioners 
to  procure  what  was  neceftary  for  thatpur- 
poie  from  Venice,  and  elfewhere,  but  which 
was  to  be  fealed  to  prevent  any  greater 
quantities  being  imported.  By  thefe  means 
fuperfluous  expences  have  been  wholly  ba- 
nifhed  this  kingdom  and  its  conquelts  j and 
if  other  nations  would  take  example  by 
them,  luxury  would  not  be  fo  rampant, 
nor  vice  fo  triumphant.  More  might  be 
faid  upon  this  fubjeCl,  but  I fear  I have 
fufficiently  tired  my  reader  already,  and 
therefore  fhall  here  conclude  the  relation 
of  my  voyage  into  fouthern  Africa. 


An  Appendix  to  the  Voyage  to  CO  NG  0,  See. 

A Letter  from  the  King  of  Congo  to  the  Author , upon  his  arrival  at  the  Port  of 
Angoij.  Written  in  Portuguefe,  and  thus  in  Englifh. 


Tfhe  Superfcription. 

To  the  very  Reverend  Father,  Father  Jerom  da  Sorento,  a Capuchin  and  Apoflolick 
Miffioner,  whom  God  preferve. 


Moft  reverend  father, 

I Received  your  reverence’s  kind  letter , 
with  a great  deal  of  joy  and  fatisj aliion 
for  the  favour  your  reverence  has  done 
me.  Having  underftood  your  fafe  arri- 
val at  Capinda,  I was  very  glad  of  it,  and 
do  befeech  God  always  to  preferve  you  in  the 
like  ft  ate  of  health  for  the  future,  to  the  end 
that  we  the  unworthy  fervants  of  God  may 
reap  the  benefit  of  it.  For  my  part  I fhall 
ever  be  ready  to  obey  all  your  reverence's 
commands  as  your  fpiritual  fon , as  will  like- 
wife your  fpiritual  daughter  Donna  Potenti- 
ana  my  mother.  W ? both  earneftly  defire  to 
our  power  to  fbew  our  readinefs  to  ferve  you. 


Moft  reverend  father,  1 have  comprehended 
all  your  reverence  writ  to  me,  extremely 
well ; but,  O my  father , I know  not  how 
I fhall  be  able  to  be  fufficiently  thankful  to 
God  for  his  mercy , in  promifing  me  the  fight 
of  your  loving  countenance ! Come  then  fpeedi- 
ly  and  perfonally  to  the  affiftance  and  relief  of 
thofe  poor  fouls  that  defire  to  receive  benedic- 
tion from  your  facred  hands.  It  is  moft  true 
what  I tell  you , for  our  fouls  are  all  on  a fire 
to  fee  your  reverence  as  they  ought ; and  there- 
fore, moft  holy  father , haften  your  reverence's 
journey,  purfuant  to  your  promife  by  your 
mejfenger , that  we  may  receive  you  with  joy 

and 
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Me  holla  and  fejlivals.  I conjure  you,  pr  oft  rate  at 
VYV  y0ur  fo0iy  feeit  as  an  apoftolick  mifftoner 
and  fon  of  the  bleffed  St.  Francis,  to  hearken 
to  my  words.  I befeech  you  let  me  hear  from 
your  reverence  from  Loanda,  for  I have  fe- 
ver al  important  matters  to  communicate  to  you , 
which  will  extretnely  contribute  towards  the  en- 
creafe  of Chriftianity.  For  this  pur pofe  Ifentmy 
favourite  Garzia  Michael  to  wait  upon  and 
conduct  your  reverence  to  my  palace.  He  will 
bring  a flave  along  with  him , whom  I beg 
your  reverence  to  accept , tho'  but  an  inconfi- 
derable  prefent.  I fhall  trouble  your  reverence 
with  no  more ; God  preferve  you , and  I 
humbly  recommend  my  felf  to  your  holy  facri- 
fices. 

Lemba,  Tour  reverence's  fpiritual  fon 

Feb.  22. 

1688.  the  prince  of  Congo, 

Don  John  Emanuel  Gritho, 

Who  treads  on  the  lion  in  the  kingdom  of 
his  mother. 

Manner  of  I beI*^e  1 Lhall  not  greatly  difpleafe  my 

jeaftmg  ^reader,  “ I add  here  the  cultoms  of  thefe 

/^Blacks.  Ethiopians  in  their  eating  and  drinking  at 
feafts,  which  they  commonly  celebrate  with 
great  numbers,  and  at  night.  A great  com- 
pany being  got  together,  they  fit  round 
in  a ring  upon  the  green  grafs;  which 
having  done,  a large  thick  round  wooden 
platter  is  placed  in  the  midft  of  them, 
this  platter  is  called  by  them  malonga : the 
eldeft  of  them,  whom  in  their  language 
they  call  maculuntu , or  cocolocangi , is  to  di- 
vide and  difpenfe  to  every  one  his  portion, 
which  he  performs  with  that  exadtnefs,  that 
if  there  happen  to  be  a bit  better  than  or- 
dinary, that  is  likewife  divided  proporti- 
onably  among  the  company.  By  thefe 
means  there  are  no  complaints  or  mur- 
murs to  be  heard  amongft  them,  but  eve- 
ry one  is  contented  with  what  is  allotted 
him.  When  they  drink,  they  make  ufe 
of  neither  cups  nor  glades,  to  the  end  that 
every  man  may  have  what  is  judged  fuffi- 
cient  for  him  and  no  more.  The  judge 
of  this  is  the  maculuntu , who  holds  the  mo- 
ringo , or  flafk,  to  the  perfon’s  mouth  that 
drinks j and  when  he  thinks  he  has  drank 
fufficient,  he  pulls  it  away.  This  is  prac- 
tifed  all  along  even  to  the  end  of  the  feaft. 
That  which  feems  ftrangeft  to  me  is, 
that  if  any  perfon  whatfoever,  man  or  wo- 
man, great  or  fmall,  though  not  known 
to  them,  happens  to  pafs  by  where  the 
guefts  are  eating,  he  or  fhe  thrufts  into  the 
ring,  and  has  an  equal  lhare  with  the  reft, 
without  the  trouble  of  making  any  com- 
plement, or  fpeaking  a word.  If  this 
ftranger  happen  to  come  after  the  portions 


are  allotted,  then  is  the  carver  to  take 
fomething  from  every  man’s  mefs  to  make 
up  a lhare  for  him.  If  it  fo  chance  that 
many  uninvited  guefts  come,  they  all  have 
the  aforefaid  liberty,  and  may  eat  and 
drink  as  freely  as  if  they  had  been  invited. 
When  the  travellers  perceive  the  platter 
empty,  they  rife  up  and  go  their  ways 
without  taking  their  leave,  or  returning 
thanks  to  the  company.  And  tho’  thefe 
ftrangers  have  never  fo  great  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions  along  with  them  of  their  own,  as  it 
very  often  happens  they  have,  yet  do  they 
forfake  their  own  for  that  of  thele  people. 
Another  thing  I much  wondered  at  is,  that 
they  never  afk  thefe  intruders  any  quefti- 
ons,  as  whence  they  come,  whither  they  go, 
or  the  like,  but  all  matters  pafs  with  fo  great 
filence,  that  one  would  think  that  they 
therein  imitated  theantient  law  among  the 
Locri  a people  of  Achaia , reported  by 
Plutarch , which  imported  that  if  any  one 
demanded  of  another  what  was  done,  what 
was  faid,  or  the  like,  the  perfon  that  alk’d 
thofe  queftions  was  to  pay  a fine.  Locrenfi- 
um  lex  quee  fiquis  peregre  recurfus  rogabat  j 
Nunquid  novi , eum  multi d afftciebat.  Plut. 
decuriofit.  laudandd.  | 

It  has  happened  to  me,  that  being  a- 
bout  to  entertain  fome  perfons  that  had 
been  ferviceable  to  me,  at  dinner-time  I 
oblerved  the  number  of  my  guefts  greatly 
encreafed ; whereupon  alking  who  thofe 
new-comers  were?  They  anfwered,  they 
did  not  know : Which  caufed  me  to  reply. 

Then  do  ye  allow  of  thofe  to  eat  with  ye , 
who  have  had  no  fhare  in  your  labour  ? T o 
which  all  the  anfwer  I could  get  from 
them  was,  that  it  was  the  cuftom  fo  to  do. 

This  charity  of  theirs  feemed  to  me  fo 
commendable,  that  I ordered  their  com- 
mons to  be  doubled,  being  not  a little 
pleafed  to  find  fo  great  love  and  amity 
even  amongft  pagans.  If  the  like  good 
cuftom  were  pradtifed  among  us,  we  Ihould 
not  have  fo  many  poor  indigent  wretches 
die  in  the  ftreets,  and  other  places,  mere- 
ly for  want,  as  there  almoft  daily  do  in 
all  countries. 

If  this  cuftom  of  theirs  be  fo  well  wor-  jyarj 
thy  of  commendation,  another  they  have  ufage 
no  lefs  deferves  blame,  that  relates  to  the  m- 
their  behaviour  towards  their  wives,  who  men' 
being  enjoined  to  work  in  the  fields  till 
noon,  whilft  their  hufbands  enjoy  them- 
felves  at  home,  are  obliged  at  their  return 
to  get  all  things  ready  for  dinner ; and  if 
they  happen  to  want  any  thing,  they  muft 
either  buy  it  out  of  their  own  money,  or 
barter  cloaths  for  it  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom ; I fay  out  of  their  own  money,  or 
otherwife  at  their  expence,  by  reafon  that 
the  wives  here  are  obliged  to  find  their 
hufbands  with  meat,  and  they  are  to  pro- 
vide 
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Jlrous  fer- 
pent. 


A Voyage  to  Congo. 


vide  wine  and  cloches  for  them.  Dinner 
being  got  ready,  it  is  firft  fet  before  the 
hulband  as  matter  of  the  family,  who  fits 
alone  to  table,  while  the  wife  and  children 
wait  diligently  about  him  to  ferve  him  in 
what  he  wants.  When  he  has  eat  as  much 
as  he  can,  the  remainder  comes  to  the 
wife  and  children,  who  may  fit  down  if 
they  pleafe  ; yet  they  generally  ftand,  look- 
ing upon  it  to  be  their  duty  fo  to  do.  But 
if  after  all  the  hufband  has  a mind  to  eat 
the  whole  dinner,  he  may  do  it,  and  no 
body  can  call  him  to  account.  I having 
afked  feveral  of  thefe  people.  Why  they 
did  not  admit  their  wives  to  fit  with  them 
at  table?  They  anfwered  me,  That  wo- 
men had  a portion  given  them  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  that  they  were  born  to  ferve  and 
obey  the  men  : Which  perhaps  they  would 
not  have  faid,  if  they  had  known  what 
the  poet  Claudian  affirmed,  That  women 
were  born  to  keep  up  the  race  of  mankind, 
and  not  to  be  flaves  to  men. 

JSafcitur  ad frudhim  mulier prolemq ; futuram. 

Claud,  in  Eutrop.  1.  I.  v.  330. 

Thefe  are  good  things  for  travellers,  to 
eat  free-coft  at  other  peoples  tables  j but 
fometimes  it  happens  that  many  are  eaten 
and  devoured  themfelves  by  a fort  of  fer- 
pent  as  big  as  a beam,  which  they  meet  in 
the  road  in  their  way  to  Singa , which  by 
looking  on  them  only  kills  and  confumes 
them.  A perfon  that  was  aflaulted  by  one 
of  thefe  prodigious  ferpents,  happened  by 
a lufty  ftroke  of  a fcymitar,  to  cut  him 
in  two.  The  monfter  having  been  thus 
cruelly  ufed,  and  yet  not  killed,  being  you 
may  imagine  not  a little  enraged,  lay  upon 
the  catch  among  the  thick  buffies,  to  re- 
venge it  felf  on  its  enemies ; and  foon  af- 
ter two  travellers  happening  to  come  by, 
it  immediately  crawled  out,  wounded  as  it 
was,  and  feized  upon  them,  devouring 
them  almoft  whole.  The  neighbours  there- 
abouts hearing  what  had  happened  to  thofe 
two  men,  refolved  to  fally  out  in  a nume- 
rous body  upon  this  maim’d  monfter;  which 
they  not  long  afterwards  did,  but  could 
never  meet  with  it.  At  laft  a Portuguefe 
captain  taking  a confiderable  number  of 
men  along  with  him,  armed  with  mulkets, 
fet  forth  in  fearch  of  the  ferpent ; but  not 
difcovering  it,  prefently  he  let  all  the  com- 
pany march  on  before,  and  ftaid  himfelf 
behind  a little.  The  ferpent  perceiving 


him  alone,  confiding  in  his  remaining  force,  Mep.olla 
crept  out  of  his  hole  to  leap  upon  him  ; 
the  affrighted  Portuguefe  cried  out  at  the 
fight  of  it,  and  mod  of  the  people  that 
were  gone  before,  returning  in  greac  hafte, 
fent  fo  many  bullets  into  the  monfter’s  bo- 
dy, that  they  foon  difpatched  it,  after  it 
had  been  the  death  of  fo  many  unfortunate 
paffengers. 

From  the  death  of  this  monfter,  I pro- 
ceed to  fpeak  of  the  fufferings  of  two  of  our 
miffioners,  caufed  to  be  dragged  by  the 
count  of  Sogno,  and  then  expelled  his  do- 
minions. Thefe  two  fathers  were,  father 
Andrew  da  Buti , and  father  Peter  da  Seflo- 
la.  The  then  count’s  name  was  don  Pedro 
de  Caftro , who  fending  for  them  into  his 
prpfence,  and  they  obeying  his  commands, 
he  thus  fpoke  to  them  ; How  comes  it  to  pafs, 
fathers,  that  among ft  the'  pagans  there  is 
rain  enough  and  to  fpare , and  we  Chriftians 
have  not  had  the  leaf  drop  ? What  can  the 
caufe  of  this  be , and  whence  does  it  proceed  ? 

The  people  affirmed  that  the  want  of  rain 
proceeded  from  fome  relicks  father  An- 
drew had  by  him,  and  that  they  could  expecft: 
none  as  long  as  he  kept  them.  The  count 
upon  this  immediately  commanded  him  to 
throw  them  away,  and  that  if  during  all 
the  next  day  there  were  not  fome  rain  fell, 
both  he  and  his  companion  muft  look  to 
themfelves,  and  expedl  to  be  very  ill  us’d. 

At  that  time  the  fky  was  extremely  clear, 
and  fo  continued  till  about  midnight ; when 
all  of  a fudden  the  heavens  began  to  be 
overcaft,  and  the  clouds  poured  down  fo 
plentiful  a ffiower,  as  was  fufficient  alone 
to  prepare  the  earth  for  feed.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  which  had  happened  through 
the  foie  prayers  of  the  two  miffioners,  the 
count  not  caring  to  have  them  any  longer 
within  his  dominions,  ordered  them  to  un- 
dergo the  oath  of  Chilumbo , to  prove 
that  they  were  innocent;  but  they  think- 
ing fuch  a trial  the  moft  diabolical  that 
could  poffibly  be  imagined,  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  fubmit  to  it ; whereupon  they 
were  immediately  feized,  and  moft  inhu- 
manly mifufed,  dragged  about,  and  all 
they  had  taken  from  them.  He  that  was 
handled  worft  was  father  Buti , who  died 
not  long  after  of  his  hurt  in  the  kingdom 
of  Binquella  the  place  of  his  million.  This 
relation  is  to  be  found  confirmed  by  father 
Cornelius  van  Wouters  a Dutch  Francifcan 
friar,  who  affirms  it  as  an  eye-witnefs. 


8 N 


VOL.  I. 


The 


<586 


Merolla. 


The  explanation  of  fome  few  Conghefe  words  inferted  in  this  work , 
and  made  Englifh  for  the  eafe  of  the  reader. 


A. 

ACcala , A man. 

Ajfua,  a dead  corps. 

Agariaria , a fort  of  wood  and  fruit  that  ferves 
to  relieve  a pain  in  the  fides. 

Alacardo , a fmaller  fort  of  crocodile. 

Alcatrici,  birds  each  as  large  as  two  hens. 
Aliconde , a fort  of  exceeding  large  hollow  tree. 
Almefega,  a tree  which  diftils  a liquor  like  unto 
frankincenfe. 

B. 

Badas  a-  kind  of  unicorn. 

Baia,  the  city  of  San  Salvador , or  St.  Saviour 
in  Brafil. 

Bicoma , a fort  of  nutmeg-tree. 

Birame , cotton-cloth  that  goes  current  for 
money. 

Bolungo , a fort  of  oath,  or  way  of  trial  among 
the  wizards. 

Boma,  a very  large  kind  of  ferpent. 

Bonghi , or  Libonghi , a fort  of  money. 

Bordoni , plants  fomewhat  like  vines. 

C. 

Caboccos , children  born  of  a White  and  a Br«- 
Jilian. 

Cacchio , a bunch  of  fruit  as  large  as  a man 
can  carry.  a*  ,. 

Cacazumb'u,  a wizard. 

Candoua , a boat. 

Capajfa , a wild  cow. 

Cappaiva , a tree  which  yields  oil. 

Cariabemba , the  devil. 

Cafciu , a fruit  like  an  apple. 

Cazacaza , kidney-beans. 

Chegilla , precepts  to  be  obferved,  impofed  on 
children  by  parents. 

Chicheras , a fort  of  tree  with  leaves  of  a dry- 
ing nature. 

Chigongo , a fort  of  phyfical  purging  wood. 
Chilumbo , another  oath  or  manner  of  trial  among 
the  wizards. 

Chinfu , a pot  or  pipkin. 

Chifecco,  wood  of  a cooling  nature. 

Cocco,  the  palm-fruit. 

Cocalocangi,  the  oldeft  of  the  company  that 
carves  at  meals. 

a red  fruit  which  is  to  be  eaten  before  one 
drinks. 

Copras , a fort  of  venomous  ferpents. 

Coricas , hen-parrots. 

D. 

Dongo,  all  forts  of  flelh  or  filh. 

Donno , a fort  of  fruit  that  fmells  like  cinnamon. 

E. 

Evanga , a prieft. 

Eguanda,  the  mother. 

Embay  a fort  of  palm-tree  that  yields  oil. 
Embambi , a ferpent  which  kills  with  its  tail. 
Embetta , a fort  of  palm-wine  exceeding  re- 
frefhing. 

Embuchi , a kind  of  mufical  inftruments. 
Engulamafi , a firen  or  mermaid. 

Engulo , a wild-boar. 

Eugujfu , a parrot. 

Eutaga , cloth  girt  about  the  wafte. 

F. 

millet-flower. 

Fumu,  tobacco. 

(j. 

Ganga , a fort  of  fuperftitious  oath  or  trial. 
Giaghi , a people  who  pradtife  forcery  more  than 
ordinary. 


Guam,  a great  root  that  is  eaten. 

Guaiavas , a fruit  like  a pear. 

Guria,  eating. 

I. 

Impallanche , beafts  with  long  wreath’d  horns. 
Impamguazze , wild-cows. 

Incubu , a goat. 

Inzangu , a fpade. 

M. 

Mahocche , plants  like  unto  orange-trees. 
Maccacchos , monkeys  or  apes. 

Maccutas , fort  of  ftraw-cloth  which  goes  cur- 
rent for  money. 

Maculuntu,  the  oldeft  in  the  company  that 
carves  to  the  reft. 

Mafucca,  a governor. 

Malonga , a wooden  platter. 

Mamao , a fruit  like  a melon. 

Maneba.,  a fort  of  palm. 

Mandiockay  a root  whereof  flower  is  made  for 
bread. 

Mangas , a tree  whofe  boughs  hang  down  to  the 
ground,  and  take  root  again  therein. 

Maniy  a lord  or  governor. 

Manimuncuy  baptifm. 

Mafay  water, 

Majfamambalay  the  great  millet. 
Majfamambutdy  Indian  wheat. 

Mattariy  ftones. 

Melaffoy  palm-wine. 

A%  na-Mignay  a tree  good  againft  poifon. 
MtjangaSy  glafs- coral. 

Modelloy  a garment. 

Molecchesy  a general  name  among  the  Negroes. 
Mondelliy  white. 

MoringOy  a flafk. 

Muanay  a fon  or  daughter. 

MuccacamaSy  Negro  waiting-maids  that  wait  on 
the  Portugucfe  women. 

Mulatto , one  born  of  a White  man  and  Negro 
woman. 

N. 

Ncaffdy  a fort  of  tree. 

Ncoccoy  a kind  of  large  beaft. 

Neubanzampuniy  wild  nut-megs. 

Ngamba,  a fort  of  little  drum. 

Nicefiy  a fruit  with  a crucifix  marked  in  the 
middle  of  it. 

Nfambiy  a kind  of  wind-mufick. 

O. 

Oluchuchey  an  oath  among  the  wizards. 

P. 

Eomperoy  a buyer  of  Haves. 

PompOy  a market-place. 

^ Q_ 

Quilumboy  a market. 

Sagorisy  little  apes  or  monkeys. 

Somacca,  a fmall  fhip  or  fmack. 

Souay  lord  of  any  place. 

Surfuy  the  hen. 

T. 

Tamba , funeral  ceremonies  for  dead  relations. 
‘TotOy  the  earth. 

Tubarcosy  inhabitants  of  Brajil. 

Tttberoney  a filh  not  unlike  the  fhark. 

Tubiay  the  fire. 

Z. 

Zabiambuncoy  God. 

Zacre , a large  fpacious  river. 

Zerba,  an  animal  like  unto  a wild  male. 
Zimboy  money  of  (hells. 
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